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What others are saying about Game Strategy and Tactics for Basketball: Preparing to Win the Sideline Battles:

“Game Strategy and Tactics for Basketball is a great compilation of ideas and thoughts that any coach for any sport at any level can benefit from. I have been involved in coaching basketball at the collegiate and scholastic level for 25 years, and gained great insight and ideas by reading this book. As a coach, you can never stop learning, regardless of how long you have been in the profession. I have known Coach Sivils since 2002, and he is one of the most knowledgeable coaches I have ever known. He willingly shares his thoughts in this book. His thought provoking approach makes for an easy read and will definitely stimulate thought and, most likely, change the way you go about coaching!”

Rusty Rogers - Two-time NAIA Division II Women’s National Championship Coach and Two-time NAIA National Coach of the Year

“Coach Kevin Sivils is a respected coach and administrator who knows what is important in the game of basketball from actual game and practice experience. Split second decisions from the bench are often the defining moment in highly competitive games at any level. The ability to instantly and accurately give your team its best chance to win under pressure with a reasoned and wise ‘gut decision’ cannot be underestimated. Your first step should be to read Kevin’s book and then put his principles to use in your coaching career as you plan your strategy and tactics for the season and individual games.”

Jack Bennett – Head Coach University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point (retired)

NCAA Men’s Division III National Champions 2004 & 2005

“Anyone who has seen my teams play knows we score a lot of points, but sometimes make poor tactical decisions late in the game. Those bad decisions have always nagged at me, because I know ultimately our lack of execution in tight games is my fault.

Coach Sivils’ book is the best I have ever read on the topic of bench coaching. I wish I’d had this information – all in one place – twenty years ago, because Coach Sivils addresses EVERY aspect of getting your team ready to win those close games: from time and score situations, selecting the right defensive or offensive strategy, making substitutions, or maximizing your home court advantage.

If you have been looking for a rigorously thorough handbook on basketball tactics and strategy, you have found it!”

Coach Doug Porter – Head Women’s Coach,

Olivet Nazarene University

National Scoring Leaders: 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008

Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic Conference Champions: 2000, 2005, 2007

“Coach Sivils clearly brings his experience in the game of basketball to his writing. He is a great teacher who acquired great gifts over the years, and it’s great he wants to share those gifts with other coaches.”

Bill Reidy - Long time successful high school and AAU coach

“Coach Sivils’ book has a perfect combination of philosophical viewpoints and in-game X’s and O’s strategy. A great example of this approach to organizing the information in this book is the section discussing the importance of “controlling what you can control” and another that contains approaches to time and score situations. This is a great book for a young, or veteran, coach!”

Robbie White – former player of Coach Sivils and first year varsity head coach
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Foreword


Game Strategy and Tactics for Basketball: Bench Coaching for Success, by Kevin Sivils, helps the young and the experienced coach wade through the difficult waters of game planning and game adjustments.

One of my favorite pastimes is to monopolize the remote at our home. As I wander through the many sports channels available, I am constantly on the lookout for late game situations whether they are in basketball, football, or baseball. You can learn so much from these real-life situations that can make or break a possession, a game, a season, or a coaching career.

This book is going to make you take a long hard look at your game preparation, game planning, and execution of your game plan. Coach Sivils’ book can give you a jump start on planning and make you think about what you want to do, are doing, and will do in the future.

As you use these ideas, please keep the words of Coach Lon Kruger in mind... PLAN, PREPARE, PRACTICE, AND PLAY LIKE YOU JUST LOST YOUR LAST GAME!


	Coach Don Meyer

	Head Men’s Basketball Coach – Northern State University

	College Basketball’s All-Time Winningest Coach

	NAIA National Champion 1986

	National Coach of the Year 1989, 1990




A word of thanks is necessary for the fact that this book is even in existence. Had it not been for so many people throughout my life, I would have never had the chance to learn the information contained on these pages so that I could share what I have learned with others, who like myself, wanted to learn as much about the game of basketball as possible.

My parents deserve considerable credit. They not only raised me and provided me with an excellent education, they always encouraged me to try any endeavor I wished to pursue, particularly when it came to playing a game I passionately love: basketball.

My grandparents, particularly my grandfather, taught me to be curious about things and instilled in me a passion for learning. From my grandfather, I gained my love for all things related to railroads and trains, which led to a passion for history.

My high school coach, Gary Niehaus, did so much to help me improve as a basketball player and then went above and beyond to help me have an opportunity to play small college basketball. My college coach, Jack Trager, has been a great mentor and had the courage to steer me in the right direction when he did not always know the answer, and he gave me my first coaching job as his assistant. Coach Trager also served as a role model of a coach who had integrity and lived it each day of his life, and always believed that God had put him on this earth to serve others first.

Coach Don Meyer, the legendary coach at Northern State University, was my other mentor and it was from him that I learned so much about how to teach the great game of basketball, how to organize a program, and much of the information in this book. Without his patience and help with a young coach who was a little too big for his britches, I would not have achieved many of my 464 career wins.

All of my many players without whom my coaching career would not have been possible or mattered at all, they are the reason we coach. Appreciation goes to my assistant coaches who were invaluable and became such close friends, especially Bill Reidy and Mark Landry.

Mickey Riggs, the wonderful football coach from Texas and Athletic Director at Houston Christian, deserves many thanks for making it possible for the Sivils family to become better-late-than-never Texans, and for sharing so much of his wisdom as a career educator.

I have to thank God for so many opportunities that the average individual in the coaching profession never gets, that by His grace came my way. All too often we as humans lose our humility and think it is we who are in control, forgetting who is really in charge.

My dear wife Lisa deserves special thanks as any long-suffering coach’s wife does. She made a career in coaching possible and went above and beyond as a coach’s wife, feeding players, keeping score, and spending countless hours alone while I was traveling to a game or practicing with my team. She has been a great mother to our three children, Danny, Katie, and Emily, who deserve special thanks for being great kids who supported their father’s coaching career.

Any time you set out to thank those who have helped you along your path in life, you are bound to forget many who deserve mention. For those whose names are not listed, thanks!
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The Hathaway Game

Down by three with less than a minute remaining in the Bi-District round of the state play-offs, the Raiders managed to steal the ball and advance it across half-court. The determined Raiders patiently ran their trademark motion offense in their usual deliberate style, looking for a high percentage shot. With 10 seconds remaining, the point guard called time-out as the gymnasium was filled with deafening sounds as the anxious fans of both teams yelled and cheered as loudly as possible!

The Raiders sat down on their bench, looking expectantly at their young head coach. Thoughts raced through their coach’s mind and suddenly, at the worst possible moment, the coach’s mind went blank, leaving him speechless and unable to help his young charges.

The young point guard finished drinking his water, wiped his face with a towel, and asked calmly, “Coach, want us to run Wolf to get the ball in and then set up one for Sam for the three? I’ll make sure to drive hard to sell Mike for the other three so the defense will collapse.” Relieved that someone was thinking clearly and remembered what to do, the young coach nodded his approval.

The Raiders returned to the court and executed the plan to perfection. The ball was inbounded quickly and the Raiders hurried to set up their one play. Bren, the point guard drove hard towards the baseline from the top of the key, collapsing the defense. Sam cut off a pair of screens and stepped behind the three-point line at the top of the key.

Bren pass faked to Mike, freezing the defense, and passed the ball quickly to Sam for the potentially game tying three-point shot! Wide open, Sam hit the three at the buzzer to send the game into overtime! The Raiders would go on to not only win that game, but would advance all the way to the state semi-finals before falling to the eventual state champions.

The above story is true and the young coach is the author. Had the players not been drilled over and over on what to do in that exact pressure situation with the season on the line, my failure to be able to think under pressure at that exact moment could have spelled the end of our season. It was an invaluable lesson for me early in my coaching career. The calmness with which my players performed under pressure was due to repeated practice and knowing exactly what to do in the situation that faced them, even if I could not recall what I had taught them.

That one moment made me realize that I needed to be just as prepared mentally as my players. I had been fortunate that what little preparation I had given the players to win a close game was exactly what they needed that game. I had to have a well thought out system for dealing with decision making during a game. That system would have to be determined in advance and incorporated into daily practice. This required a plan that would cover the entire season. This book is the result of all the thought and planning that went into getting my teams ready to win the close games.

OEBPS/cover.jpg





