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Why you need to read this book
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I’ve been selling on eBay for nearly fifteen years now. For the majority of this time all I’ve sold is books, magazines, and prints.

Book selling is a great niche market on eBay. There are millions of ready buyers scouring the market day in and day out looking for every day reads, and collectible treasures. For sellers, that means there’s money to be made, if you offer the right product that people are looking for.

Another great thing about selling books is they’re easy to get ahold of. Every garage or estate sale you visit has box loads of books starting at 25¢ each, or less. Library book sales offer thousands of inexpensive books. If that’s not enough Craigslist is burgeoning with books for sale, and books people are giving away just to be rid of them.  

Probably the best source for buying books and magazines to resell is on eBay itself. I know, it sounds counterintuitive, buying books on eBay to resell on eBay. As you get more into eBay, you’ll understand why this is so. Many sellers rush to post listing after listing, struggling to make a dollar or two from each book they sell. When they do this, they ignore what the book is really worth. These are the sellers who tell themselves, I paid a dollar. If I can get two bucks I double my money.  

My take on selling books and magazines is a little different than what you’re going to hear from most sellers. 

The typical advice is that you should buy a scanner and a book app and hit every major book sale you can shopping for inventory. The idea is you’re going to find a lot of duds, and a few gems buried in with the crud. These sellers advise you to bring boxes, carts, and other paraphernalia, so you’re prepared to hit the sale running. That way you can get to the good stuff before other sellers discover it first.  

I look at books a little different. 

I consider myself to be a value added reseller. When I see a book or magazine, I always ask myself what’s the best way to present it to bring the maximum return. Sometimes it means breaking the book up to sell the individual illustrations or chapters separately. Other times it means, deciding how to market it, so the right people can find it. Then it’s a matter of writing a great description, adding enough pictures to give buyers a good feel for what it’s all about. Finally it’s a matter of determining a price where I can make a decent profit. 

And, just so you know, I don’t price anything cheap.

If I buy a book for five dollars, ten dollars, or twenty-five dollars, I want to know I have a realistic chance of selling it for $100, maybe even $250.

How do I do that? Turn the page, and read on for Book Selling 101 – Dollar bills aren’t the only paper that are worth a buck.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Why listen to me?


[image: ]


Hey there, Nick Vulich here.

If you’re like me, I’m sure you’re probably a little skeptical about taking advice from someone without knowing a little about them first. 

I’ve been selling on eBay since 1999. Most of my online customers know me as history-bytes, although I’ve also operated as its old news, back door video, and sports card one.

I’ve sold 30,004 items for a total of $411,755.44 over the past fifteen years, and that’s just on my history-bytes id. Right now I’ve cut way back on eBay selling to focus on my writing, but I still keep my hat in the game. That way I can stay current with the challenges my readers face every day when they go to sell on eBay.

I’ve been an eBay Power Seller or Top Rated Seller for most of the past fifteen years, which means I’ve met eBay’s sales and customer satisfaction goals.

Right off, that tells you I’m not some crack-pot coming at you out of left field, with all sorts of half-baked ideas I learned from reading eBay how-to books. Most of the tips I’m going to share with you, I’ve learned from the school of hard-knocks. I learned it from being out there selling every day, and experimenting with new products, and new listing methods.

This is the sixth book I‘ve written about selling on eBay. The first two, Freaking Idiots Guide to Selling on eBay, and eBay Unleashed, are aimed more towards how to get started selling on eBay. eBay 2014 is directed at more advanced sellers and tackles many of the challenges top rated sellers face in the eBay marketplace. eBay Subject Matter Expert suggests a different approach to selling on eBay – building a platform where customers recognize you as an expert in your niche, and buy from you because of your knowledge in that field. My last book, Sell It Online gives a brief overview of selling on eBay, Amazon, Etsy, and Fiver. It also discusses a few other methods to make money online – building an authority website, blogging, writing Kindle books, and starting a consulting practice.  

This volume is going to switch it up a bit and talk specifically about what I know best, how to sell books and magazines on eBay. 
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If you learn only one thing from this book understand that most books don’t have a set value. As a seller, you set expectations for what the item is worth by how you craft your listing. Your choice of words and pictures create desire in buyers to take an action, either to buy your book, or to move on.

Don’t believe me? Every day I see listings where the same book is selling for ten dollars from one seller, and two hundred dollars from another. Same book. They have the same exact title page and cover.

The only difference is the description!

Most eBay sellers are lazy. They’ve got full time jobs. They just want to post their listings and get it over with.

The best example I can give you of this happened to me seven or eight years ago. I ran across an eBay seller offering ten volumes of The Annals of Congress published between 1833 and 1836. The condition wasn’t the greatest. Several of the covers were falling off of the books, and the leather bindings were flaking. That’s pretty much standard stuff for the age of the books.

The seller looked at them as hurt books and listed them as such. He was offering them for eight bucks each.

I started drooling as soon as I saw those listing. Those books passed several of my must buy requirements.

1) They were old government documents.

2) Several important events happened during that time period. The Mormons were being chased out of Illinois, and just beginning their westward migration to Salt Lake City. Sam Houston, Davy Crockett, and Jim Bowie had just fought an important battle at the Alamo. Shortly after that the Texans captured General Santa Anna, and won their Independence. It was the beginning of the Lone Star State.

So what does all that mean? 

The odds were very good that some of this info was going to be covered in those books. PS: I snapped up all ten of them. They were loaded with content on the Mormons and the Congressional debates over the recognition of Texas.

I sold a couple of the books for two hundred and fifty dollars each. Then I started breaking them up, and selling individual pages or groups of pages for thirty to one hundred dollars each. By the time it was done – I made close to $3500 on those ten books.

Let’s take a few minutes so you can understand how I did it.

First thing I did was tell a good story. Here’s the description I used to sell the two full volumes.

Up for sale today is The Annals of Congress published in 1836. This issue covers June through September, and the really cool part is every page has the year and date printed on the upper right hand corner. As you can see from the stamp on the title page, this copy was from the Library of Congress. That means Abraham Lincoln, Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, even Teddy Roosevelt could have read this book. That puts you in some pretty awesome company.

Some of the stuff inside the book is just amazing. Several sections deal with the recognition of Texas by the United States government. It seems the Texicans had just won a major battle and captured this bad Mexican General by the name of Santa Anna. As a result, Mexico recognized the independence of Texas. 

Congress wasn’t that quick to make the same decision. By my reckoning there are over 47 pages here about Texas alone. Several other sections cover designation of postal routes, forts and military fortifications, allocations for the military academy at West Point, and lots of other issues including the debate on The National Bank.

As you can tell by the pictures, the binding is a little rough. The front cover is detached. The leather on the spine is chafing, just as you’d expect for a book from this period. Inside, the pages are near perfect with very little foxing or spotting.

Click buy now, before someone else scoops this beauty up.

Compare that to the description I bought the book from. “Early issue of The Annals of Congress published in 1836. Rough condition, with front cover detached.”

It’s easy to understand how I took the book from eight dollars to two hundred and fifty dollars. First thing I did was to open the book up and look inside. Then I spent some time investigating the content, and determining
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