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    Nancy Mitford, born in London in 1904, was the eldest of the renowned Mitford sisters and a prominent socialite in London during the inter-war years. She enjoyed a privileged childhood, as her father was the Hon. David Freeman-Mitford, later 2ndBaron Redesdale. Mitford received little formal education (she spent a few months in the local private school and a year at boarding school) and had no training as a writer or journalist. When her father became 2ndBaron Redesdale, the family moved into their ancestral home, Basford Manor, where Nancy enjoyed reading in the library. In 1919, the Mitfords sold Basford Manor and moved to Asthall Manor, which became the basis for many scenes in The Pursuit of Love and Love in a Cold Climate. Although she had previously published several novels, these two novels established her reputation. She was close friends with Evelyn Waugh (English novelist, 1903-1966). Mitford was unhappily married between 1933 and 1957 and entered into a long-term affair with a French general, though ultimately this was broken off. In 1972, she was made a CBE and in 1973 she died of Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

  


  
    LOVE IN A COLD CLIMATE


    A SEMI-AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL ABOUT SOCIETY
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      	Reference edition: Mitford, N. (2000) Love in a Cold Climate and Other Novels. London: Penguin Modern Classics.
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    Love in a Cold Climate is a companion novel to Mitford’s earlier work, The Pursuit of Love. The novel is narrated by Fanny Wincham and tells the story of Lady Leopoldina (Polly) Hampton, to whom Fanny is distantly related through her father. Polly is the only child of the very rich aristocrat, the Earl of Montdore (a fictional title), and his wife, Sonia. Fanny loses contact with the Montdores when Lord Montdore is sent abroad as Viceroy of India. Upon their return, Fanny receives an invitation to visit them. Despite her great affection for Polly, Fanny knows little of Polly’s life. Having ‘come out’ in India, Polly is expected to have a successful season in London, but actually shows little interest in London society. Eventually, it transpires that she is in love with her uncle by marriage, Harvey ‘Boy’ Dougdale, whom she marries after her aunt’s death. She then becomes estranged from her parents, who send for their heir in Canada, Cedric (a distant relative). Polly and her mother finally reconcile when Polly bears a child who dies shortly after birth. The novel ends with Boy and Cedric falling in love and Polly being showered with attention by the elderly Duke of Paddington.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    BACKGROUND


    The novel opens with Fanny Wincham retrospectively detailing the aristocratic ancestry of her distant relatives, the Hamptons. They are fantastically wealthy and live in a very large house near to Fanny. Fanny’s own parents separated when she was very young and both left the country, putting Fanny’s Aunt Emily and Uncle Davey in charge of her upbringing. During her childhood, she spends her summers alternately with her cousins, the Radletts, and their parents, Aunt Sadie and Uncle Matthew, and visiting the Hamptons. During these visits, she sometimes encounters Harvey ‘Boy’ Dougdale, whom she refers to as the Lecherous Lecturer, due to his paedophilic tendencies and his love of the sound of his own voice. When the Hamptons move to India so that Lord Montdore can serve as viceroy, Fanny falls out of touch with them.


    RETURN FROM INDIA


    When the Hamptons return from India, Fanny is invited to visit them in their home. She feels greatly attached to Polly and is delighted to see her again after such a long time apart. During this time, Polly has ‘come out’ (been presented as an adult to society and allowed to attend social functions) and is considered to be a very socially important debutante. She is expected to have a very successful season in London and so her mother, Lady Sonia Montdore, holds a ‘coming-out’ ball in her honour. During their preparations for the ball, Fanny and Polly talk, and while Polly reveals very little of herself, it becomes clear that she was completely disinterested in any of the eligible suitors in India and hopes that in a ‘cold climate’, society will be less interested in her love life. This attitude causes Lady Montdore a great deal of anguish, as she wants her daughter to make a suitable match.


    After flirting with a young man who turns out to be engaged, Fanny returns home to her aunt and uncle, feeling a little dejected. Shortly after this, Fanny’s Radlett cousins, Louise and Linda, are married, causing Lady Montdore further grief over Polly’s lack of interest in marriage. Lady Montdore decides to hold a dinner party, where Fanny meets her future husband, Alfred Wincham.


    LADY PATRICIA’S DEATH


    Shortly after her marriage to Alfred, Fanny learns from her aunt that Lady Patricia, Boy Dougdale’s wife, has suddenly collapsed and died. Two weeks later, Lord and Lady Montdore visit the Radletts’ residence, where Fanny is staying. Lord Montdore asks to speak to Uncle Matthew in private and informs him that Polly and Boy are to be married. The Montdores are appalled and immediately deprive Polly of her inheritance (as a woman, she was not entitled to Lord Montdore’s title or ancestral home, but would have received a considerable sum of money and other property). The two are married in a quiet ceremony, attended by a few relatives including Fanny, and go abroad in search of a less expensive lifestyle. This is due to their relative poverty caused by Lord Montdore’s decision to cut Polly off.


    CEDRIC’S ARRIVAL


    Having previously abhorred the fact that their wealth and home would be inherited by a distant relative, Lord and Lady Montdore decide to reach out to their heir, Cedric Hampton, who was born and raised in Nova Scotia, Canada. He arrives soon after their invitation and Lady Montdore is delighted by him. He helps her to choose clothes and make-up to suit her and to make her appear younger, and attends social functions with her. Lord Montdore, however, declines very quickly and is soon considered a very old man. Cecil is homosexual, though the Montdores do not know this. During this time, Lady Montdore has also become somewhat dependent on Fanny’s company and therefore introduces the two, who quickly become close friends.


    RECONCILIATION


    A few months after Cedric’s arrival, Polly and Boy return from Sicily. Their marriage has quickly turned sour and they have fallen out of love. Despite this, Polly is heavily pregnant and during her final months of pregnancy in England, she is regularly visited by the elderly Duke of Paddington (a fictional title). After her child is born and dies on the same day, Polly reconciles with her mother. Cedric and Boy meet and fall in love. The two then leave for France with Lady Montdore, while Polly recovers from the birth, still receiving attention from the elderly Duke. Fanny considers that Cedric has planned the whole thing perfectly and hopes that everyone will be happy, despite society being scandalised by the whole affair.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    FANNY WINCHAM (NÉE LOGAN)


    Fanny is the narrator of both Love in a Cold Climate and its predecessor, The Pursuit of Love. Her mother, who is nicknamed ‘The Bolter’, and father divorced when she was very young and left her in the care of her Aunt Emily and Uncle Davey. As a child, she spent her summers either with her cousins, the Radletts, or with her distant relatives, the Hamptons, who felt that she would make a suitable companion for their only daughter, Leopoldina (Polly). In Love in a Cold Climate, she spends a great deal of time visiting the Hamptons and spending time with Polly. It is at one of the Hamptons’ parties that she meets Alfred Wincham, a young Oxford don, whom she marries later in the novel. Although she is the novel’s narrator, its plot mostly focuses on Polly and her love life.


    LEOPOLDINA ‘POLLY’ HAMPTON


    Polly is the only child of Lord and Lady Montdore (a fictional title). She spends a lot of her childhood in the company of Fanny, but the two fall out of touch when the Hamptons move to India, as Lord Montdore is sent to be viceroy there. When they return to England, it is revealed that Polly has already ‘come out’ in India and is set to have a fantastic season in London, partially owing to her great beauty. However, the suitors that Lady Montdore chooses for Polly find that she is uninterested and dull and so do not propose marriage, despite her beauty. When her aunt, Lady Patricia Dougdale, whom she is said to resemble, dies, Polly gets engaged to her uncle by marriage, Harvey ‘Boy’ Dougdale. She later reveals to Fanny that she has been in love with Boy since she was 14years old and had intended never to get married if she could not marry Boy. After their marriage, Polly is cut out of her father’s will, forcing her and Boy to move to the continent in search of a cheaper lifestyle. When they return to England at the end of the novel, she is heavily pregnant and has fallen out of love with Boy. Having always had a tumultuous relationship, Polly and her mother reconcile after the untimely death of Polly’s baby.


    HARVEY ‘BOY’ DOUGDALE


    Boy Dougdale is Polly’s uncle by marriage (he is married to her paternal aunt, Lady Patricia). He is bisexual and known for his active sex life – Fanny and her Radlett cousins refer to him as the ‘Lecherous Lecturer’ because he used to give them great speeches and try to fondle them when they were younger. Fanny finds him highly repulsive and is incredibly surprised when, after Lady Patricia’s death, Polly confesses she has been in love with Boy since she was14 and marries him. However, their marriage quickly disintegrates and when they return to England, Boy falls in love with the Hamptons’ heir, Cedric Hampton.


    ALFRED WINCHAM


    Alfred is a young Oxford don, whom Fanny meets at a party. The two are married shortly after and Fanny believes they are perfectly suited to one another, even though Alfred is often critical of her interests and friends.


    LADY SONIA MONTDORE


    Lady Montdore is Polly’s brash and abrasive mother. After many years of trying, Lady Sonia had assumed that she and her husband were unable to have children. She then unexpectedly fell pregnant with Polly, who was very spoiled as a result. While the Montdores hold many sophisticated parties, Lady Montdore is disliked by many as she is very vocal about her opinions, whether they are positive or negative, and quite tactless. When Polly marries Boy, Lady Montdore becomes rather attached to Fanny and to her husband’s heir, Cedric Hampton.


    LORD MONTDORE


    Lord Montdore is Polly’s affectionate but rather useless father. He is outraged by her marriage to Boy and writes her out of his will as a result.


    CEDRIC HAMPTON


    As the Montdores’ only child is a girl and therefore cannot inherit the property and lands attached to the title of Lord Montdore, Cedric is Lord Montdore’s rightful heir. After Polly’s marriage to Boy, Lord Montdore decides to make Cedric heir to everything he owns, even the properties and money which were not tied to the Montdore name. The Montdores invite Cedric over from his native Canada and soon strike up a firm friendship with him. Lady Montdore, in particular, is delighted by Cedric’s charming manner and attractive looks. She allows him to make her over so that she appears much younger than she actually is. Unbeknownst to Lady Montdore, Cedric is homosexual, and when Polly and Boy return from Sicily towards the end of the novel, he falls in love with Boy and whisks him off to France while Polly recovers from the birth.


    DAVEY AND EMILY WARBECK


    Davey and Emily are Fanny’s aunt and uncle, who take care of her when her parents move abroad after their divorce. They are close friends of the Montdores and the Radletts.


    THE RADLETTS


    The Radlett family comprises Fanny’s wayward Aunt Sadie and Uncle Matthew Alconleigh and their innumerable children. Fanny spends a great deal of time with them growing up.
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