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How to get the most out of this book

This book will help you revise for the Option B1: Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c.1060–88.

Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


1  revised and understood each topic

2  completed the activities

3  checked your answers online.



The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found on pages 40–47.

At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 32–37) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Key topic 1 Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest, 1060–66
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Edward the Confessor ruled England from 1042 until his death in January 1066. His last years as king were shaped by the need to acknowledge a successor, eventually culminating in the invasion of England by William of Normandy.
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1 Anglo-Saxon society

The roles of the king and his close advisers in Anglo-Saxon England were clear. Society was hierarchical and all sections knew their positions. However, the question of King Edward’s successor caused several nobles to put forward claims and 1066 became a year of invasions and battles.
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Key individual

King Edward Edward the Confessor, King of England 1042–66
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1.1 Monarchy, government and the social system

The structure of society in England was hierarchical and this was also seen in the way that the country was governed. Each group in society knew its place and obeyed those who were above them in the hierarchy.

The role of the king and nobles


•  The king was the head of the government and made all the important decisions.

•  The king had to display good military skills and also ensure that laws were made and obeyed.

•  He had to manage his nobles by cooperating with them and controlling them.

•  The earls were the most important of the nobles. There were about six of them and they were always powerful landowners.

•  If the king needed to ask for advice, he would call the Witan – literally meaning ‘a meeting of wise men’.

•  The Witan comprised the most powerful nobles and they offered the king their views.

•  The Witan could make a recommendation if the king wanted advice on the succession.



The earls and thegns


•  The earls controlled large areas of England. The most important earldoms were Wessex, Mercia, Northumbria and East Anglia.

•  The earls governed their areas for the king and prevented rebellions, upheld the law and raised armies.

•  The thegns were nobles who held their lands directly from the king in return for military service in time of war. They were less powerful than the earls.

•  To ensure good government in the earldoms, land had been divided into shires and hundreds.

•  The shires were looked after by sheriffs and hundreds were looked after by reeves.
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Key terms

Anglo-Saxon England The period of the history of the part of Britain that became known as England from the fifth century until the Norman Conquest of England in 1066

Hundred A subdivision of a shire, having its own court

Reeve A local official, in particular the chief law officer of a town or district in Anglo-Saxon England

Sheriff The chief officer of the Crown in a shire, having various administrative and judicial functions

Shire A county area in England
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Ceorls, peasants and slaves


•  Ceorls were free men who owned their land. They had to serve in an army if called on to do so.

•  Peasants rented land from the thegn and had to work on his land for three days each week.

•  About ten per cent of the 2 million population were slaves and they were not free. They had no land, and worked for the thegn as farm labourers or servants.
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Exam tip

You need to know how society was organised and how each section fitted into its hierarchy. You must know the specific names and terms within each section.
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How important

Complete the table below. Explain the importance of each of the following in society and government at the time of King Edward the Confessor. Give a brief explanation for each choice.
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Spot the mistakes

Below is a paragraph which is part of an answer to the question below. However, the candidate has made a series of factual mistakes. Once you have identified the mistakes, rewrite the answer.

Describe two features of the role of the king in Anglo-Saxon England.
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One feature is that the king only made a few decisions. He had to rely on the Witan for all major decisions.

The king had to be a good military leader and so he always had an army ready. He made sure his ceorls were good military leaders too.
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1.2 The legal system


•  People followed the king’s laws but some local legal customs still existed, such as the blood feud. The blood feud meant that in the case of a murder or severe wrongdoing there could be retaliation without resort to the courts. If the retaliation went on for too long, the king would have to intervene.

•  The wergild was used to compensate victims of crime. The amount of compensation depended on the rank of the person in society – the higher the rank, the higher the compensation.

•  Capital punishment was used for those who committed treason, or betrayed their lord or the ruler.

•  Crimes against the Church could mean mutilation, and reoffenders also suffered mutilation.

•  There were no police forces. Local communities used the tithing system – men were placed in groups of ten and were expected to be responsible for each other’s behaviour. Anyone breaking the law would have to be brought to court – failure to do so resulted in a fine for the group.



Trials


•  There were two types of courts – shire and hundred.

•  Shire and hundred courts used a jury made up of people who knew both parties in the case. The jury listened to the evidence and came to a judgment.

•  If the two courts could not come to a final decision, then trial by ordeal followed. This took place in a church.



1.3 The economy

Village and town economies


•  Villages had a subsistence economy: they produced enough food for themselves and some were able to produce other materials for themselves.

•  Some goods would be traded at local markets and either bartered or sold.

•  Towns would have weekly markets where goods were bartered and/or sold.

•  Craftsmen would trade their hand-made goods.

•  Towns with mints would make silver coins, overseen by a royal official.
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Key terms

Barter Exchange of goods for other goods without using money

Blood feud A lengthy conflict between families involving a cycle of retaliatory killings

Diocese An area administered by a bishop

Mutilation Injuring or disfiguring severely, especially by cutting off body parts

Retaliation The action of harming someone because they have harmed you

Tithing A grouping of men, originally ten in number, for legal and security purposes

Trial by ordeal A method of determining a person’s guilt or innocence by subjecting the accused person to dangerous or painful tests believed to be under the control of God

Wergild The cash value of someone’s life in Anglo-Saxon England
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1.4 The organisation and influence of the Church


•  The Church held sway over all classes in society and all people attended church.

•  It was hierarchically organised, like society. There were two archbishops (Canterbury and York), fifteen bishops and numerous priests. Bishops were in charge of a diocese and they ensured that priests carried out their duties effectively.

•  The Church owned 25 per cent of the land in England. Senior members of the Church were often members of the Witan and were advisers to the king.

•  People accepted that God controlled harvests, diseases and entry to heaven. Hence, the Church was a major part of daily life.

•  There were several Holy Days and many saints’ days, which meant that all people could attend church services.

•  There were many abbeys where monks and nuns lived. Here, the inhabitants spent time praying, writing manuscripts and growing produce.
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Exam tip

You need to know how the legal system operated. In addition, an understanding of the economy and Church organisation is important. You will need to understand how the Church fitted into the hierarchy of society.
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Develop the detail

Below is an exam-style question. You are awarded 1 mark for identifying one feature up to a maximum of two features. The second mark is given for adding supporting information.

Describe two features of the system of trials in Anglo-Saxon England.
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First feature – there were shire and hundred courts.

Now add supporting information to secure the second mark.

 

Second feature – sometimes courts could not make a final judgment.

Now add supporting information to secure the second mark.
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Concentric circles

In the concentric circles below, rank order the following reasons why the Church was important in society, from the most important in the middle to the least important on the outside. Explain your decisions in the box below. There might be some debate in your group about the choices.


•  the Church owned much land

•  church attendance

•  the Church advised the king

•  fear of poor harvests.
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EXPLANATION
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2 Edward the Confessor and the succession crisis

2.1 The House of Godwin

The Godwin family was the most powerful family in England and was even wealthier than King Edward. As earls, Harold Godwinson and his brothers controlled much of the country by the early 1060s. Harold had a strong claim to the throne as the leading nobleman and soon put this forward on the death of Edward.

2.2 Harold Godwinson


•  On his father’s death in 1053, Harold Godwinson became Earl of Wessex. His brother, Tostig, became Earl of Northumbria in 1055.

•  His sister, Edith Godwinson, was the wife of King Edward.

•  The Godwinsons held much power in the Witan.

•  Harold put down rebellions in Wales for King Edward and these successes brought Harold widespread support among nobles and Church leaders.

•  He made a ‘Danish marriage’ (no church ceremony) with Edith Swan-neck in 1045 and they had several children.

•  Harold officially married Edith of Mercia around the time of the Norman invasion. It is thought that the marriage was political: it gave Harold a closer link with Mercia and would secure the support of Edith’s brother, Morcar, Earl of Northumbria.
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Key individuals

Edith Godwinson Sister of Harold and Tostig, married to King Edward

Edith of Mercia Married Harold Godwinson around the time of King Edward’s death

Edith Swan-neck Harold Godwinson’s first wife

Edwin of Mercia Son of the Earl of Mercia. He became Earl of Mercia in 1062

Morcar Son of the Earl of Mercia. He became Earl of Northumbria in 1065

William of Normandy The first cousin once removed of King Edward
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2.3 Harold’s embassy to Normandy, Tostig’s actions, the death of Edward


•  The Bayeux Tapestry shows Harold going to Normandy in 1064 to confirm Edward’s promise of the English throne to William of Normandy.

•  When Harold was captured by Guy of Ponthieu, he was freed from captivity by William. Later, Harold rescued some of William’s men in a battle.

•  The tapestry shows Harold promising to help William win the throne on Edward’s death. The breaking of the promise is also shown.
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Key terms

Bayeux Tapestry An embroidered cloth, about 70 metres long, illustrating events leading up to the Norman Conquest and made between 1066 and 1077

Chronology The arrangement of events or dates in the order of their occurrence

Tyrannical Using power in a cruel or unreasonable way
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Tostig


•  Tostig was one of Harold’s brothers and became Earl of Northumbria in 1055. As earl he brought stability to his province but was eventually criticised for his tyrannical rule.

•  In October 1065, some nobles, led by Edwin of Mercia and his brother Morcar, attacked Tostig and his supporters. King Edward banished Tostig, and Morcar became the new Earl of Northumbria.

•  Harold Godwinson supported Morcar, his brother-in-law, and suggested that he would be more able to defend the north of England from Scottish invasion.

•  Tostig saw his own brother support a rival and from this point the two brothers became sworn enemies. Tostig went into exile and with his supporters began to attack the east coast of England.
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Revision task

Why does the Bayeux Tapestry show Harold Godwinson confirming Edward the Confessor’s promise of the throne to William of Normandy?
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The death of Edward the Confessor


•  Edward died on 5 January 1066.

•  It is thought that on his deathbed Edward specified that Harold Godwinson look after the kingdom, thus giving Harold an even stronger claim to the throne.

•  There were no witnesses to Edward’s offer.
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Exam tip

The events leading to 1066 are complicated. Make sure you know their chronology thoroughly.
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Understand the chronology

Place the events between 1053 and 1066 listed below in the correct chronological sequence in the timeline.



	Date
	Event



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 



	 
	 





A  Edwin and Morcar in conflict with Tostig

B  Death of Edward the Confessor

C  Tostig Godwinson became Earl of Northumbria

D  Bayeux Tapestry shows Harold Godwinson visiting Normandy

E  Death of Harold Godwinson’s father

F  Tostig exiled

G  Harold Godwinson became king
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Eliminate irrelevance

Below is an exam-style question and part of an answer. Some parts of the answer are not relevant to the question. Identify these and draw a line through the information that is irrelevant, justifying your deletions in the margin.

Describe two features of Harold Godwinson’s attempts to secure his claim to the throne after Edward.
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One feature was that he was a major landowner and this made him rich. He wanted to show he was a good military leader. He put down revolts in Wales and won the praise of King Edward. This improved his standing. His brother was Earl of Northumbria and Harold was married to Edith.

A second feature was that he was not on good terms with his brother
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3 The rival claimants for the throne
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3.1 William of Normandy, Hardrada and Edgar

William of Normandy


•  William said that Edward had promised him the throne in 1051 and that Harold Godwinson had confirmed the promise on his visit in 1064.

•  William said that Harold had promised he would help him secure the throne when Edward died.

•  On hearing of Harold’s coronation, William claimed it was not legal because Harold had been crowned by Archbishop Stigand. Stigand had been declared corrupt by Pope Alexander.

•  William had proved himself a strong ruler of Normandy.



Harald Hardrada


•  Harald Hardrada’s claim to the throne of England stemmed from an agreement made in 1042.

•  Harald wanted to acquire more land and England was a rich country.

•  He was encouraged to claim the throne by Tostig.



Edgar Aethling


•  Edgar Aethling was only fourteen in 1066 and few earls supported him, despite his blood claim.

•  After the death of Harold at Hastings, the Witan chose Edgar as his successor.
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3.2 The Witan and the reign of Harold Godwinson


•  Harold was the strongest English claimant.

•  The Witan chose Harold to succeed Edward and Harold was crowned in Westminster Abbey on 6 January 1066.

•  There seemed to be some haste in crowning Harold – on the day after Edward’s death – and some historians believe Harold acted swiftly to deter other claimants and grant himself legitimacy.

•  On hearing of Harold’s accession to the throne, William of Normandy began making his plans for invasion. In his mind, Harold had broken his promise to help his claim to Edward’s throne.

•  Harold went to the north to deal with his opponents there.

•  Harold married Edith, sister of earls Edwin and Morcar. This cemented his position as king and secured alliances with the two powerful earls.

•  Tostig began attacking the east and south-east coasts of England.

•  Harold had gathered forces to guard against invasions by William and Tostig but disbanded many of them in early September so that the men could return home and help with the harvest.
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3.3 The Battles of Gate Fulford and Stamford Bridge


•  Harald Hardrada and Tostig sailed up the River Humber and then the Ouse, camping outside York.

•  They defeated the forces of Edwin and Morcar at the battle of Gate Fulford on 20 September.

•  The victorious forces then moved a few miles south-east to Stamford Bridge to meet the army of King Harold.

•  Harold had to gather his forces and march from the south coast because he had been expecting William of Normandy to invade.

•  Harold and his army marched about 200 miles in five days and met Hardrada’s forces at Stamford Bridge on 25 September.

•  Harold defeated Tostig and Hardrada. Both men were killed and Harold removed two rivals for the throne at one go.

•  Shortly afterwards, Harold learned that William of Normandy had landed in the south at Pevensey and was laying waste large areas of land. Harold now had to take his army south again and prepare to meet William’s forces.

•  Hardly any of Edwin and Morcar’s forces were able to move south with Harold’s tired army.
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	Red:
	events and policies that have no relevance to the question



	Amber:
	events and policies that have some relevance to the question



	Green:
	events and policies that have direct relevance to the question.
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•  Tostig

•  William of Normandy




[image: ]





[image: ]


[image: ]



4 The Norman invasion


4.1 The Battle of Hastings


•  Harold’s forces were about 6000 and William’s at least 7500 (some estimates place his forces as high as 15,000).

•  Harold positioned his men at the top of Senlac Hill.

•  The Normans were unable to break through the English shield wall.

•  Eventually, some of the Normans appeared to flee, thinking William was dead. William confronted his troops, showed he was alive and rallied them. They turned and attacked the charging English.

•  Gyrth and Leofwine, Harold’s brothers, were killed and then Harold too. Resistance crumbled and William was the victor.



4.2 The reasons for William’s victory


•  William’s forces were fresh and had been well provisioned during the summer.

•  Harold’s army had had to march well over 400 miles and fight a major battle in less than a month. Supplying them had not been easy.

•  William was aware of Harold’s approach.

•  Harold was unable to use the forces of Edwin and Morcar.

•  William’s leadership skills were crucial: his speech before the battle boosted morale. His appearance and rallying call when his forces thought he was dead proved to be a turning point in the battle.

•  William was adaptable and changed his tactics later in the day by allowing his three types of soldiers to attack simultaneously.

•  The Normans had a variety of soldiers – archers and crossbow men, cavalry and infantry, who were better armed than the English.

•  William was able to move among his soldiers on horseback. Harold was on foot.

•  Luck was on the side of the Normans when the English decided to chase the fleeing soldiers.
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•  Briefly summarise why each factor enabled William to win the Battle of Hastings.

•  Make a decision about the importance of each factor in winning the battle. Give a brief explanation for each choice.
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•  The Battle of Stamford Bridge

•  William’s leadership
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William cecured the throne by the end of 1066 because he wag fortunate that
before the Battle of Hastings, his forces were able to rest and prepare for combat

Using the words of the
question gives immediate
focus.

after landing at Pevensey. This wag in contragt to the forces of Harold which had

had to march from London and engage the armies of Tostig and Harald Hardrada
at Stamford Bridge. After victory there, they had to march south to face William

There is a developed analysis
of the information using
precise details.

and hie army. Thug, combat and two lengthy marches had taken their toll on
Harold’s men, giving William a distinet advantage, and contributed to hie victory
at Hagtinge. Victory at Hactinge wag gained ag a recult of several other factors,
notably the leadership of William and the way in which he used hig forces. Once
vietory had been gained, William wag careful to emphagise to the population in a
clear and precige manner that he wag now the rightful king and the falge claimant
Harold wag dead

Vietory at Hactinge reculted in the death of not only Harold but aleo hie brothere ——[Atinkis made between the

and thie helped William to secure the throne rather more eagily than he had

first and second points.

expected. The deathe of several members of the Godwingon family ~ the most —L
powerful in England — meant that it was now a shadow of its former strength
and William need not fear it. A dead Harold meant that the strongest claimant to

There is a developed
explanation of the second
point.

the throne was now out of the way and he could not be a focus for restoring to
the Crown. William decided on a strategy to prevent any restoration - a policy of
cagtle building

Having won at Hatings, William secured his throne by building castles over the ———A link between the second

southern part of England and near to London - a centre of population. The cactles
would be vigible eymbole of William’s power and would be a deterrent to any noble

point and the newly
introduced third point is
made.

wighing to rebel. Moreover, William gave land to hie Norman supporters and they
began to construct cagtles in their areas to secure not only their property but also

There is a developed analysis
of the point.

the Norman Conquest.
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forces

September York threatened
September Tostig defeated
September Hardrada killed

September William landed on the
south coast
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The question is focused on by
referring to the first feature.

One feature of the reign wag that Harold was chosen by the Witan. This meant J
that he had the support of the most important people in England

Additional information is given
about the first feature.

A further feature wag that Harold was crowned the day after the death of King

The question is focused on
by referring to the second
feature.

Edward. He did not want other people claiming the throne. —L

Additional information is given
about the second feature.
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Threat Key features
Edwin Saxon earl who could secure help from Yes
Morcar, people in the Midlands and possibly
Scotland
Morcar Saxon earl who could secure help from Yes
Edwin, people in the north and possibly
Scotland
Edgar Aethling Young and a blood relation of Edward and Yes
could be a threat because of his kinship
Events in the north General dislike of the Normans and still Yes
had links with Scandinavia
Hereward the Wake | Local to the eastern part of England [the Yes

Fens) and not a national threat. Hereward
was a continuing problem and might be a
focal point for the Scandinavians






OEBPS/images/21-1.gif
Key features

Roger of Hereford wanted
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Factor

Harold had already
fought a battle at
Stamford Bridge

Key features

Harold's army had marched north and then
had to march back to Hastings - there was
not only fatigue but depletion of forces

Some forces of Some went with Edwin and Morcar and Yes
Harold did not march | others went back to gather the harvest
south
Use of the cavalry | William had a more mobile army Yes
William's leadership | William gave a rousing speech before the Yes
battle, he had ensured his men were well-
provisioned and he was visible to his men
throughout the battle
Different types of | Having different types of soldiers gave Yes
soldiers on William's | William the option to use varying tactics
side
Supplying the William's forces were kept well fed. It was Yes
soldiers not easy for Harold to feed his forces on the
two marches
Luck The Saxons were taken in by the Norman Yes
feint
Norman forces Links to the different types of forces gave Yes
adaptable the Normans different options during the
battle
Saxon leaders killed | The loss of Harold and his brothers Yes

during the battle

obviously created issues for the Saxon
forces
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ctor

Roger of Hereford
wanted more power

Key features

Did not receive all his father’s lands and
sought greater influence with William

Ralph of Norfolk

Did not receive all his father’s lands and
sought greater influence with William

Waltheof

Disappointed noble - the last Saxon earl.
He was involved in the plot but informed
Lanfranc, thus giving William’s regent time
to take action

Danish forces failed
to arrive on time

Danish involvement continued but their
forces arrived when Ralph’s forces no
longer posed a threat

William's refusal to
allow the marriage
of Emma fitzOsbern
and Ralph

William did not want the marriage to take
place. The marriage would unite two
powerful families
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Factor Key features Importan
Land Extremely important - determined one’s place in society v
Tenants-in-chief | Vital to the king - would provide him with support if v
needed
Paying homage | This was the key link between the tenant-in-chief and the
king. Homage was paid in public and to break trust was v
unthinkable. Yet, the king had to ensure that he ruled well
to maintain his support
Knight service | Important for the king because this provided him with an v

army when the need arose

Villeins

Important because they would farm Land if the knight was
away on service for the king
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Factor

Land was confiscated from Anglo-Saxon nobles

PR

William was angry about the revolts

Villages were worth less in 1087 than in 1066 Y
William placed his supporters in key positions

William took revenge on people

Peasants were killed

People were stripped of titles Y

Normans became tenants-in-chief

William spent most of his time in Normandy

William built motte and bailey castles.

Thegns lost land

There were robbers in many areas of England
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