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Reading is always an act of encounter. In these pages, the reader will not find a cold treatise or a collection of isolated arguments, but a series of narratives that seek to open windows: toward Scripture, toward history, toward the human experience that pulses within faith.

Each essay gathered here is born from the conviction that theology is not an exercise reserved for specialists, but a living language that touches conscience, culture, and community. From the defense of Sola Scriptura as a voice that still resounds amid contemporary noise, to the exploration of the resurrection as the center of faith and history, the purpose is clear: to listen again, with freshness and depth, to what God has said and continues to say.

The journey is wide and diverse. We will encounter reflections on the prophetic voice of the Church, the tension between universal morality and subjective values, and the ever-challenging question of the security of salvation. We will pause with Job, in his passage from ritual to revelation; with the apostles, judging human behavior with the seriousness of those who know that faith does not remain in words; and with Emmanuel, who unites Old and New Testament in a fruitful tension. Historical horizons also open here, such as the narrative of American religious freedom, and scientific ones, such as the reflection on mature creation and apparent age.

The guiding thread is the search for clarity and fidelity, but also for closeness. This is not only about concepts, but about stories, about questions that challenge us, about a dialogue between faith and life.

This who address you, in the role of the author these pages, have walked both the academic and pastoral worlds, both clinical research and theological teaching. That versatility is not an ornament but a tool: it allows bridges to be built between disciplines, between languages, between diverse audiences. Here, the precision of the laboratory, the sensitivity of narrative, and the passion for the Word are interwoven.

This book, then, invites the reader to read with an open mind and a willing heart. To be surprised by the power of ancient texts that remain current, by the depth of questions that never exhaust themselves, and by the beauty of a faith that does not fear dialogue with reason or with history.

May each essay be for the reader not only a lesson, but a conversation. Not only an argument, but an invitation. Not only an analysis, but an encounter with the living voice of God who, amid so many voices, still calls, challenges, and consoles.
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​Sola Scriptura: Listening Again to the Voice of God; A Narrative Journey Through Authority, Reform, and Relevance
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​By; Carlos “Iron” Boglio

​

​Author’s Preface

I began my study of Scripture expecting to defend the faith against external threats—science, skepticism, secularism. But the deeper I went, the more I realized that the most persistent challenges to evangelical doctrine weren’t coming from outside the church. They were rising from within. That realization reshaped my approach to apologetics and led me to rediscover the doctrine of Sola Scriptura—not as a slogan, but as a living principle.

This chapter is not a treatise. It’s a journey. A retelling of how the church lost its center, how reformers fought to recover it, and why we must do the same today.

​I. The Forgotten Voice

In medieval Europe, the church was the unquestioned authority. Scripture was revered, but it was not free. It was bound to Latin liturgies, interpreted only by clergy, and filtered through layers of tradition. The laity heard the Word through stained glass and ritual, not through personal engagement or communal study.

The idea that Scripture could speak directly to the people of God was revolutionary. And dangerous. But it was precisely this conviction that began to stir in the hearts of reformers.

​II. The Reformation: A Return to the Word

In 1517, Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the church door in Wittenberg. He wasn’t trying to start a new religion—he was trying to call the church back to the Word. By 1521, at the Diet of Worms, he stood before the powers of his age and declared that unless convinced by Scripture and reason, he could not recant. “Here I stand,” he said. And the world shifted.

The Council of Trent responded in 1546 by elevating tradition alongside Scripture. But the Reformers pressed forward. In 1647, the Westminster Confession formalized Sola Scriptura as the foundation of Reformed theology. Centuries later, in 1978, the Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy reaffirmed this commitment in the face of rising liberalism.

Each milestone marked a battle—not just over doctrine, but over who gets to speak for God.

​III. What Sola Scriptura Really Means

Sola Scriptura does not mean “me and my Bible against the world.” It does not reject tradition, reason, or community. It means that Scripture alone is the final court of appeal. It is sufficient for salvation, clear in its essentials, and accessible to every believer.

It’s not a license for chaos. It’s a call to humility—to test every tradition, every sermon, every spiritual experience against the Word of God.

​IV. Apologetics and the Authority of Scripture

In today’s world, defending the faith is not just about evidence or logic. It’s about authority. Classical and evidential apologetics try to build bridges—arguing from shared reason or historical facts. But without a fixed standard, even reason becomes unstable.

Presuppositional apologetics, shaped by thinkers like Cornelius Van Til, take a different path. They begin with the Bible as the foundation for all knowledge. They don’t try to prove Scripture by appealing to something else—they start with it. Because every worldview has presuppositions. And only one begins with the voice of God.

In a culture where truth is seen as personal and provisional, Sola Scriptura is not just a doctrine—it’s a defense. It exposes the contradictions of relativism and offers a stable foundation for meaning, morality, and mission.

​V. The Church Today: Fragmented and Forgetful

We live in a time of doctrinal confusion. Biblical literacy is declining. False teachings—like modern forms of Arianism—are creeping in. The rise of “exvangelicals” reflects a generation disillusioned with shallow faith and performative Christianity.

The answer isn’t authoritarianism. It’s restoration. We need robust catechesis, systematic theology, and a church-wide return to the substance of Scripture.

But the danger isn’t just external. It’s internal. Deconstruction, pluralism, and lifestyle Christianity have eroded our foundations. Doctrine is treated as optional. Ethics are reduced to preferences. Experience is elevated above truth.

Sola Scriptura confronts all of this. It calls us back to clarity, objectivity, and necessity. It reminds us that the Word of God is not a mirror for our feelings—it’s a lamp for our feet.

​VI. Unity Through the Word

Some fear that Sola Scriptura leads to division. But rightly understood, it’s the path to unity. It anchors us in a shared confession of the gospel. It demands humility and continual reformation. It binds us together—not by institutional loyalty, but by truth.

​VII. Final Reflections: Reforming Again

Sola Scriptura was born in crisis. It was never meant to start a new religion, but to recover the voice of Christ. It doesn’t negate tradition—it subjects it to Scripture. It doesn’t promote isolation—it calls the church to communal submission to the Word.

Today, as we face secularism, relativism, and internal confusion, Sola Scriptura must be clarified, confessed, and lived. Apologetics must go beyond arguments. Mission must go beyond emotion. The church must proclaim the sufficiency and supremacy of God’s Word—for knowledge, for ethics, for hope.

Because without the Word, we lose our way. But with it, we find our voice again.
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​When the Church Speaks with a Prophetic Voice

By; Carlos “Iron” Boglio
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Introduction

The first time I was asked whether the Church should get involved in politics, I answered cautiously. “It depends,” I said. But over the years, that answer became insufficient. Not because politics grew more urgent, but because I came to understand that the Gospel was never neutral.

Jesus didn’t die for teaching sweet parables. He died because His message shook structures. The Sanhedrin, that council many see as merely religious, was also political. It governed, legislated, judged. And Jesus confronted it—not with swords, but with truth.

I remember reading the account of the cleansing of the Temple. It wasn’t just a scene of holy anger; it was a public denunciation of a system profiting from faith. “My house shall be called a house of prayer,” He shouted, overturning tables and exposing the corrupt heart of an institution that blended devotion with exploitation.

And then came the trial. The Sanhedrin accused Him. Pilate interrogated Him. The cross bore an inscription: “King of the Jews.” What could be more political than that? Jesus didn’t seek Caesar’s throne, but He didn’t ignore it either. His Kingdom was different—but no less real.

The apostles understood this. When Peter said, “We must obey God rather than men,” he wasn’t making abstract theology. He was challenging power. And he paid for it—with prison, with blood, with martyrdom.

The early Church wasn’t a spiritual club. It was an ekklesia, an assembly proclaiming a new order. They didn’t worship Caesar. They worshiped Christ. And that made them enemies of the empire.

Over time, the Church became institutionalized. At times it was corrupted. At times it allied with power. But in every century, prophetic voices arose. Augustine, writing The City of God, reminded us that though our citizenship is in heaven, we cannot abandon the earthly city.

I think of Wilberforce, fighting against slavery. Of Bonhoeffer, resisting Nazism. Of Martin Luther King Jr., marching for justice with a Bible in hand. They didn’t separate faith and politics. They lived faith as the politics of the Kingdom.

So I return to the question: Should the Church get involved in politics?

Not only should it. It is called to do so. Not to seek power, but to embody the Kingdom. To be salt that preserves, light that exposes, a voice that comforts—and unsettles.

Because when the Church is silent, others speak. And they don’t always speak with justice.

The Church cannot be neutral. Neutrality favors the oppressor. The Gospel demands a stance—not partisanship, but prophecy.

Today, when I see Christian communities afraid to “get involved in politics,” I remind them that Jesus already did. That the prophets already did. That the Kingdom of God is not an idea, but a reality that transforms societies.

And every time the Church speaks with a prophetic voice, the world trembles.
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​A Question That Persists

There are questions that are asked once and then forgotten, like dry leaves scattered by the wind. But there are others that lodge themselves in the conscience, that return again and again, refusing to be silenced. One of those questions is this: Should the Church involve itself in politics?

The first time I heard it, I answered evasively. “It depends,” I said, as if ambiguity could shield me from discomfort. I didn’t want to sound extreme, nor did I want to provoke controversy. But as time passed, I realized that such an answer was insufficient. Because the question did not go away. It returned in every conversation about justice, in every sermon about the Kingdom of God, in every news story that revealed the open wounds of society.

The question insisted. And I came to understand that it was not merely an academic curiosity, but a prophetic cry.

​The Weight of History

The Church has never been able to escape this question. From its earliest days, Christian faith was perceived as a political threat. The Romans were not afraid of a new god—they had many. What they feared was the confession that Jesus is Lord. Because that confession implied that Caesar was not.

The martyrs did not die for praying in private, but for refusing to worship the emperor. Their faith was public, visible, and therefore political.

Across the centuries, the Church has swung between two temptations: the silence of complicity and the corrupting embrace of power. At times it withdrew, retreating into private spirituality. At others, it clung too closely to rulers, forgetting its prophetic voice. Yet always, in the midst of those extremes, men and women arose who answered the question with courage: yes, the Church must speak, must act, must embody the Kingdom in the public square.

​A Question Born of the Gospel

This question does not come from outside the faith, as if imposed upon it. It is born from the Gospel itself.

Jesus did not preach a neutral message. His proclamation of the Kingdom of God was a direct confrontation with the powers of His time. The Sanhedrin, both tribunal and political authority, saw Him as a threat. Pilate, representative of the empire, judged Him as a danger to the established order.

The Gospel cannot be reduced to private comfort. It is a public proclamation that touches economics, justice, and community life. That is why the question of politics will not be silenced: it is inscribed in the DNA of the Christian message.

​The Echo in the Church’s Conscience

Every generation of Christians has had to wrestle with this question.


●  In the fourth century, when Constantine embraced the faith, the Church had to ask: how can we maintain a prophetic voice without becoming an arm of the empire?

●  In the Middle Ages, when the Church accumulated wealth and power, voices like Francis of Assisi reminded the world that the Gospel cannot be bought or sold.

●  In the Reformation, Luther and Calvin debated the relationship between faith and government, seeking a balance between obedience and critique.

●  In modern times, figures like William Wilberforce, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Martin Luther King Jr. answered with their lives: faith cannot remain silent in the face of slavery, tyranny, or segregation.


The question never disappeared. It only changed its stage.

​Silence as a Dangerous Answer

Some say: “The Church should not get involved in politics.” They say it to protect the purity of faith. But silence is itself a political stance.

When the Church is silent in the face of injustice, it favors the oppressor. When it hides in neutrality, it legitimizes the status quo. Silence is not innocent. It is complicity.

The question that will not be silenced confronts us: will we be a Church that watches from a distance, or a Church that gets its hands dirty in the struggle for justice?

​The Prophetic Voice as Response

Answering the question does not mean the Church must become a political party. It is not about flags or ideologies. It is about prophecy.

The prophetic voice does not seek power, but truth. It does not align with interests, but with the Kingdom. It is not for sale to the highest bidder, but given in service to the most vulnerable.

When the Church speaks with a prophetic voice, it unsettles the powerful and comforts the weak. It denounces corruption and announces hope. That is the true politics of the Gospel.

​A Question That Pursues Us Today

Today, amid social crises, polarization, and inequality, the question sounds again. Should the Church involve itself in politics?

The temptation of silence remains. It is more comfortable to preach about heaven than to speak of injustice on earth. It is safer to talk about personal salvation than about oppressive structures.

But the question will not be silenced. It pursues us in every rejected migrant, in every hungry child, in every marginalized community. It reminds us that the Kingdom of God is not a distant dream, but a reality to be embodied here and now.

​An Invitation to Courage

Answering the question requires courage. Courage to unsettle. Courage to lose privileges. Courage to be faithful to the Gospel.

The Church cannot be content with being a spiritual refuge. It is called to be light in the darkness, salt that preserves against corruption, a city on a hill that cannot be hidden.

The question that will not be silenced is, in truth, an invitation. An invitation to be the Church Jesus envisioned: a community that proclaims and embodies the Kingdom in every dimension of life.

​Conclusion: The Question as Mission

The question will not be silenced because it is part of our mission. It is not an optional debate, but an essential reminder.

Should the Church involve itself in politics? The answer is not found in abstract theories, but in the life of Jesus, in the witness of the apostles, in the prophetic tradition, in the history of the martyrs, and in the voices of those who cry out for justice today.

The question will continue to sound, insistent, until the Church answers with deeds. And when it does, it will not be to conquer thrones, but to proclaim that there is a higher Kingdom, a truer Lord, a more enduring justice.

That is the politics of the Gospel. And that is the mission of the Church.

​Jesus and the Sanhedrin: A Clash of Kingdoms

​The Stage of Conflict

In Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin was not a mere religious council. It was the heart of Jewish authority under the shadow of Rome. It held judicial, legislative, and spiritual functions. It decided on ritual purity, but also on legal disputes and matters of governance. It was, in many ways, the parliament, the supreme court, and the ecclesiastical council of Israel all at once.

When Jesus appeared on the scene, He did not come as just another rabbi. His teaching carried a sharp edge that cut through established structures. He did not speak like the scribes, but with authority. And that authority did not only question theological interpretations—it challenged the legitimacy of a system that had fused the sacred with political control.

​The Temple as Battleground

The Temple was the Sanhedrin’s greatest symbol of power. It concentrated religious, economic, and political life. And it was there that Jesus performed one of His most provocative acts: the cleansing of the Temple.

By overturning the tables of the money changers and driving out the sellers, Jesus was not simply defending reverence for worship. He was denouncing an economic system disguised as devotion. The Temple, meant to be a house of prayer, had become a “den of robbers.”

That gesture was a direct strike at the heart of power. It was not a private act of piety, but a public protest against institutional corruption. In modern terms, it was a political act.

​The Sanhedrin as Tribunal

The conflict reached its climax when Jesus was brought before the Sanhedrin. There the true nature of the confrontation was revealed.

The leaders did not accuse Him only of blasphemy. They accused Him of being a threat to political order. His growing popularity, His proclamation of the Kingdom of God, His challenge to the Temple’s authority—all of this made Him dangerous to the stability Rome demanded.

The Sanhedrin, fearful of losing its position, reasoned that it was better for one man to die than for the whole nation to perish. That political logic, cloaked in religious zeal, sealed Jesus’ condemnation.

​Pilate and the Imperial Dimension

Without the power to execute, the Sanhedrin handed Jesus over to Pilate. And there the accusation shifted: He was no longer just a blasphemer, but a pretender to the throne. “He claims to be King of the Jews.”

The inscription on the cross was no accident. It was Rome’s declaration that rivals would not be tolerated. Jesus died under a political charge.

This reveals something profound: the Kingdom Jesus proclaimed could not be reduced to the spiritual. It was a Kingdom that questioned the legitimacy of unjust powers.

​The Clash of Kingdoms

The confrontation between Jesus and the Sanhedrin was not a historical accident. It was the inevitable collision of two irreconcilable visions:


●  The Kingdom of God, built on justice, truth, and mercy.

●  The kingdoms of men, built on control, privilege, and fear.


Jesus did not seek Herod’s throne or Caiaphas’ seat. But His very presence, His very words, destabilized the established order. Because the Kingdom of God is never neutral. It is a radical alternative.

​The Lesson for the Church

This clash of kingdoms did not end in the first century. Every time the Church proclaims the Kingdom of God, it confronts the “Sanhedrins” of every age: institutions that mix religion with power, systems that exploit under the guise of piety, structures that prefer stability over justice.

The question is inevitable: will the Church follow the path of Jesus, even if it means confronting the powerful? Or will it choose the comfort of silence that keeps it safe?

​A Confrontation That Continues

Today, modern “temples” are not always marble columns and golden altars. Sometimes they are parliaments, corporations, or economic systems. But the logic is the same: when faith becomes merchandise, when religion is used to justify oppression, the spirit of Jesus once again overturns tables.

The clash of kingdoms is still alive. And the Church, as the body of Christ, is called to continue that confrontation. Not with violence, but with truth. Not with weapons, but with witness.

​Conclusion: The Kingdom That Disturbs

The Sanhedrin believed that silencing Jesus would protect its power. Rome believed that crucifying Him would preserve its order. But the cross became a throne, and the tomb became victory.

The Kingdom of God cannot be stopped. And every time the Church dares to speak with a prophetic voice, it revives that ancient clash of kingdoms.

Because following Jesus is not walking in neutrality. It is entering into conflict with everything that opposes God’s justice.

And that confrontation, far from being an accident, is the very heart of the Gospel.

​The Apostles: Disobedience in the Name of God

​The Echo of an Immortal Phrase

“We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
With that phrase, Peter and the apostles did more than respond to a tribunal. They ignited a spark that would echo through the centuries. It was not an abstract theological argument, but an act of resistance. It was the proclamation that ultimate authority does not belong to any Sanhedrin, nor to any Caesar, but to the living God.
That declaration, spoken in Jerusalem, resounded as both a political and spiritual challenge. It was the voice of a small, fragile, persecuted community that nevertheless dared to confront power.

​The Context of Disobedience

The apostles had been arrested for preaching in the name of Jesus. The Sanhedrin, alarmed by the impact of their message, ordered them to be silent. But they could not. They had seen the Risen One. They had experienced the power of the Spirit. And they knew that to remain silent would be to betray the truth.

Their disobedience was not a whim. It was conviction. They were not seeking provocation, but fidelity. They were not trying to destroy order, but to announce a higher Kingdom.

​The Politics of Testimony

The apostles’ refusal to obey was not a private gesture. It was a public act, political in the deepest sense.


●  They denied the Sanhedrin’s claim to absolute authority.

●  They rejected the empire’s attempt to control conscience.

●  They proclaimed that obedience to God stood above any human decree.


In that moment
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	A situation of structural injustice.

	A Church tempted to remain silent or to accommodate.

	A prophetic voice rising, often from the margins.
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	Transformation that, over time, changes history.
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