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        A
        fter spending the night before last defeating the city’s latest
Super Villains, it seemed almost unavoidable that Peter Parker
would sleep through his alarm clock. Rushing to the bus stop
only to watch the school bus drive away, Peter quickly changed
into his Spider-Man costume. Web-slinging through the streets,
Peter managed to catch up to the bus. 
      

      
        That was a close call. I can’t be late for my math test! Peter
thought as he sighed to himself with relief under his mask.
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        But getting to school in
time was the least of Peter’s
troubles. Flash Thompson
was Spider-Man’s number
one fan—but Peter Parker
was his number one target.
 Unfortunately for Peter, their
teacher, Mr. Baer, did not
notice Flash trying to cheat
off of Peter’s test. 
      

      
        And Peter’s troubles
continued in his English
class. But his teacher, Ms.
Roseman, had her back
turned.
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                                                   In gym class, Peter was

                                                  unlucky enough to be on the

                                                 same rock-climbing wall as
 
                                               Flash. Peter groaned to himself as

                                           Flash teased him. 

                                           “What’s wrong, Puny Parker? Why so

                               slow?” Flash taunted.  
      

      
                               “Cut it out, Flash!” Peter said as he tried

                              to stop the bully. Peter resisted using his

                         powers because if he did—oh, boy! With

                 Peter’s super spider-strength, he could knock out

            Flash with his little finger! 
    

      
          Peter couldn’t take it anymore, and by the time  

        Flash was done laughing, Peter was already at the top  

        of the rock wall.  
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        “How did you do that?” Flash gasped as he looked up in shock.  
      

      
        But watching Flash’s reaction didn’t feel as good as Peter
thought it would. Geez, why did I do that? I just showed off
my wall-crawling ability to the whole class! All I need to do is 
shoot a web across the gym and then everyone would know
        I’m
Spider-Man. Oh, well, what comes up must come down . . . Peter
thought, and he let go of the wall.
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        Falling in midair is only half
as much fun without my Spidey
costume, Peter thought. 
      

      
        “Ha! Look at Puny Parker! He can’t  
do anything right.” Flash laughed. Soon
everyone in the gym looked up to see what was going on.  
      

      
        “Parker, stop looking like you got caught in some spider web
and pull yourself together!” the coach shouted from below. 
      

      
        Peter was back to acting like the clumsy kid everyone knew him to be.
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