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  APPENDIX A

  Crockett’s Many Deaths
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    The sudden death of a just man after a good life does not lessen his merits if he dies thus.


    —The Scotichronicon, XII

  


  THE DEATH OF DAVID CROCKETT at the Alamo has been interpreted and reinterpreted by various historians and writers over the past years. What follows is a sampling of how a variety of these historians and writers have treated the subject of Crockett’s death down through the years:


  1838


  Chester Newell states that Crockett’s death was as glorious as his career had been conspicuous, and that he and his companions had been found with heaps of dead around them.


  Chester Newell, History of the Revolution in Texas (New York: Wiley & Putnam, 1838; reprint, New York: Arno Press, 1973), 90 (page reference is to reprint edition).


  1860


  Reuben M. Potter states that Crockett had sallied forth from a room in the low barrack near the gate and was shot down.


  Reuben M. Potter, The Fall of the Alamo: A Reminiscence of the Revolution of Texas (San Antonio: Herald Steam Press, 1860), 10-11.


  1878


  Reuben M. Potter, in another version of his The Fall of the Alamo, merely states that Crockett’s body was found in the west battery.


  Reuben M. Potter, “The Fall of the Alamo,” Magazine of American History, January 1878; reprint in book form, The Fall of the Alamo (Hillsdale, New Jersey: The Otterden Press, 1977), 33 (page reference is to reprint edition).


  1890


  Sidney Lanier states that Crockett died fighting in the angle of the church wall.


  Sidney Lanier, “San Antonio de Bexar,” printed in William Comer’s San Antonio de Bexar: A Guide and History, 1890 (reprinted as San Antonio, priv. pub. by Mary Ann Guerra, 1980), n.p.


  1900


  John S. Ford cites Francisco Becerra, whose opinion it was that Travis and Crockett were the last two men killed. He goes on to say that Becerra may have been mistaken since he did not know Travis and Crockett personally.


  John S. Ford, Origins and Fall of the Alamo (San Antonio: Johnson Brothers Printing Co., 1900; reprint, Austin: Shelby Publishers, n.d.), 21 (page reference is to reprint edition).


  Henry Ryder-Taylor states that Crockett died in the discharge of his duty and sold his life dearly.


  Henry Ryder-Taylor, History of the Alamo and of the Local Franciscan Missions (San Antonio: Nie Tengg, 1900), 53.


  1904


  Leonora Bennett states that Crockett was among the last to die at the Alamo and clubbed many a foe to death with his gun before he succumbed. His body was bullet ridden before he gave up the struggle.


  Leonora Bennett, Historical Sketch and Guide to the Alamo (San Antonio: priv. pub., 1904), 74.


  1936


  Frederick C. Chabot repeats Chester Newell’s opinion that Crockett’s death was as glorious as his career had been conspicuous. He goes on to state that Crockett was shot down in a room of the low barrack, near the gate where he had taken refuge. However, in his next sentence, Chabot describes Crockett’s body as being found just inside the doorway of the baptistry, the first room to the right, just inside the entrance to the present-day Alamo.


  Frederick C. Chabot, The Alamo: Mission Fortress and Shrine (San Antonio: priv. pub., 1936), 45.


  1948


  John Myers Myers describes Crockett as having died in combat along with his Tennesseans. He states that Crockett and two of his men were reportedly found in a heap of seventeen dead Mexican soldiers. Of Crockett’s alleged execution he states that a Texas memorialist, whom he leaves unidentified, made up the story as a child to impress “greenhorns” from the U.S. This tale was allegedly fabricated within ten days of the Alamo’s fall.


  John Myers Myers, The Alamo (New York: E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1948), 15, 223.


  1956


  James A. Shackford cites Susanna Dickinson’s statement about recognizing Crockett’s dead and mutilated body. He later states that too much had been made over the details of how Crockett died and explains that such details are unimportant. “[Crockett] died as he had lived. His life was one of intrepid courage.”


  James A. Shackford, David Crockett: The Man and the Legend (Chapel Hill, North Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 1956; reprint, Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1981), 234, 238-39 (page references are to reprint edition).


  1958


  Lon Tinkle states that Crockett died outdoors, and when the firing was over he and his men were found at their assigned post near the stockade fence.


  Lon Tinkle, 13 Days to Glory: The Siege of the Alamo (New York, Toronto, London: McGraw-Hill Book Co. Inc., 1958), 213-14.


  Robert Penn Warren, in a children’s history of the Alamo, states that although there is some uncertainty concerning his death, Crockett most likely died with two fellow Tennesseans near the gate in the wall between the barracks and church, with seventeen dead Mexican soldiers around them. He mentions the execution of Texan prisoners but does not mention the fact that Crockett was alleged to have been one of them.


  Robert Penn Warren, Remember the Alamo (New York: Random House, 1958), 154-56.


  1960


  Virgil E. Baugh writes that stories concerning the deaths of Bowie, Crockett, and Travis, and even their alleged “survival,” range from “patently ridiculous fabrication to anecdotes that can be disproved by the testimony of eyewitnesses, by circumstances, and by our knowledge of the men involved.” He also raises the question of whether or not Cos fabricated the “malicious tale” of Crockett’s surrender and execution in an attempt to ruin Crockett’s reputation.


  Virgil E. Baugh, Rendezvous at the Alamo (New York: Pageant Press, 1960; reprint, Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska Press, 1985), 221-22 (page references are to reprint edition).


  Thomas Lawrence Connelly writes, “Recent studies of Crockett have denied that Crockett was among the number of surrendered, but their author’s appraisals of the sources are so defective that one can put no confidence in their statements.”


  Thomas Lawrence Connelly, “Did David Crockett Surrender at the Alamo? A Contemporary Letter,” Journal of Southern History, 26 (1960): 368-76.


  William Weber Johnson, in a children’s history of the Texas Revolution, states that Crockett had one arm shattered by a musket ball and fought with his rifle as a club until the rifle broke. He then fought with his knife until he was dropped by a sword thrust.


  William Weber Johnson, The Birth of Texas (Boston: Houghton-Mifflin, North Star Books, 1960), 138.


  1961


  Walter Lord remains diplomatic and cites Felix Nuñez’s description of the death of a defender who could have stood for any of them, including Crockett.


  Walter Lord, A Time to Stand (New York: Harper & Row, 1961), 161-62, 206-207.


  1964


  Lon Tinkle, in a children’s book on the Alamo, states that Crockett died outdoors and that he died fighting against great odds.


  Lon Tinkle, The Valiant Few: Crisis at the Alamo (New York: Macmillan Company, 1964), 61.


  1967


  William C. Davis writes that six men surrendered after they were discovered hiding under some mattresses in the barracks, and legend has it that Crockett was one of these men. He points out that it is unlikely Crockett or any of the other Tennesseans surrendered, since they were cut off from the barracks. Davis concludes that even if Crockett did surrender, it was no reflection on his other heroic deeds on the day the Alamo fell.


  William C. Davis, “The Alamo Remembered,” American History Illustrated Vol. 2, no. 6 (Oct. 1967), 57.


  1968


  Richard G. Santos states that, “According to Colonels de la Peña, Sanchez Navarro, Almonte, and Urriza, ‘David Crockett, a well-known naturalist from North America’ was among the captured.”


  Richard G. Santos, Santa Anna’s Campaign Against Texas (n.p.: Texian Press, 1968; reprint, Salisbury, North Carolina: Documentary Publication, n.d.), 76 (page reference is to reprint edition).


  J. Hefter explains that the widely held belief of Crockett’s combat death has been weakened by numerous reports of his capture and execution.


  J. Hefter, “Some Comments on the Battle,” in General Miguel A. Sanchez Lamego, The Siege and Taking of the Alamo (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1968), 50-53.


  1971


  Lowell H. Harrison writes that the exact manner of Crockett’s death is unknown. He mentions the version of Crockett’s surrender and execution, a version of Crockett dying with a heap of foes about him, and a version in which Crockett is shot down early in the final battle while running from the church toward the wall. Harrison concluded, “The details were not important.”


  Lowell H. Harrison, “David Crockett,” American History Illustrated, Vol. 6, no. 4 (July 1971), 30.


  1972


  Martha Anne Turner supports the theory that Crockett died fighting. She states that “... the persistent story regarding Crockett’s surrender is undoubtedly based on the spurious conclusion of the book Colonel Crockett’s Exploits and Adventures in Texas, published after the hero’s death and without foundation.”


  Martha Anne Turner, William Barret Travis: His Sword and His Pen (Waco, Texas: Texian Press, 1972), 251-52.


  1976


  Joe B. Frantz, in his bicentennial of Texas, merely states that on the thirteenth day of the Alamo siege, Crockett was dead and mutilated.


  Joe B. Frantz, Texas: A Bicentennial History (New York: W.W. Norton & Co., 1976), 69.


  Leah Carter Johnson states that Crockett died fighting to the very end.


  Leah Carter Johnson, San Antonio: St. Anthony’s Town (San Antonio: The Naylor Co., 1976), 147.


  C. Richard King cites Susanna Dickinson’s account of recognizing Crockett’s body after the battle. He also mentions the de la Peña account but offers no conclusion or opinion as to Crockett’s death.


  C. Richard King, Susanna Dickinson: Messenger of the Alamo (Austin: Shoal Creek Publishing Co., 1976), 43, 140.


  Archie P. McDonald writes that Crockett was one of seven men who survived the Alamo battle and were brought before Santa Anna. Santa Anna ordered them executed and they were tortured before they were killed.


  Archie P. McDonald, Travis (Austin: The Pemberton Press, 1976), 177.


  1979


  Mary Ann Guerra states that Crockett died with his “Tennessee boys,” without any further elaboration.


  Mary Ann Guerra, An Alamo Album (San Antonio: priv. pub., 1979), 2.


  1980


  Dan Kilgore states that “[Sergeant] Becerra and at least six other witnesses include Crockett’s name in the list of the slain,” referring to the men executed after the Alamo battle. Later, Kilgore states that “... on the whole the recollection bears [Becerra] out as a straightforward, truthful witness except for the tale of his role in the deaths of the three heroes, [Travis, Bowie, and Crockett].”


  Dan Kilgore, introduction to Francisco Becerra, A Mexican Sergeant’s Recollections of the Alamo & San Jacinto (Austin: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1980), 7-8.


  1981


  Robert F. Palmquist writes that no one knows for sure how Crockett died, and he cites accounts supporting both sides of the argument.


  Robert E Palmquist, “High Private—David Crockett at the Alamo,” Real West, Vol. 24, no. 181 (Dec. 1981), 42-43.


  1982


  Richard B. Hauck advances the execution theory and slightly dramatizes the scene by stating that “Mexican soldiers routed Crockett and others from various vantage points of their last stand, literally wresting their useless weapons from their hands.” He also states that “It is unimportant that he did not go down busting the heads of Mexican soldiers. What is important is that he died in the style by which he lived.”


  Richard B. Hauck, Crockett: A Bio-Bibliography (Westport, Connecticut and London: Greenwood Press, 1982), 50-54.


  David Lyons describes various versions of Crockett’s alleged execution and combat death. He also describes stories of Crockett being taken prisoner and sent to Mexico in slavery. Lyons concludes, “Whether Davy Crockett was captured and executed by Santa Anna at the end of the battle or whether he was killed swinging his rifle at Mexican soldiers is of little importance.”


  David Lyons, “The Death of David Crockett,” Alamo Lore and Myth Organization Newsletter Vol. 4, no. 3 (Sept. 1982), 1-4.


  1985


  Kevin D. Randle mentions the execution but does not indicate that Crockett was alleged to have been one of the victims. He writes that Crockett and his men were surrounded and quickly killed after having killed many of the enemy.


  Kevin D. Randle, “Santa Anna’s Signal,” Military History Vol. 1, no. 5 (April 1985), 40-41.


  Susan P. Schoelwer, in her book Alamo Images, and Paul A. Hutton, who wrote the introduction, both suggest that Crockett was taken prisoner and executed after the Alamo battle. The two writers do not explain why the accounts which favor the execution theory are more reliable than those which indicate that Crockett died fighting, but instead emphasize the insane reaction to Perry’s and Kilgore’s books. They also emphasize that film portrayals of Crockett’s death are not historically accurate.


  Susan P. Schoelwer, Alamo Images: Changing Perception of a Texas Experience, with an introduction by Paul A. Hutton (Dallas: DeGolyer Library and Southern Methodist University Press, 1985), 12-17, 159-163.


  1986


  Gary L. Foreman writes that Crockett was one of seven stunned, exhausted Alamo defenders found by Castrillón at the end of the Alamo battle. Castrillón prevented their slaughter and brought them before Santa Anna. Foreman cites the de la Peña “diary” as to Crockett’s fate. He also cites James A. Shackford in explaining that it is not as important how Crockett died as how he lived.


  Gary L. Foreman, Crockett: The Gentleman from the Cane (Dallas: Taylor Publishing Co., 1986), 46-55.


  The Daughters of the Republic of Texas quote Francisco Ruiz who said Santa Anna asked to be shown the bodies of Travis, Bowie, and Crockett and that “Toward the west and in the small fort opposite the city, we found the body of Col. Crockett.”


  Daughters of the Republic of Texas, The Alamo Long Barrack Museum (Dallas: Taylor Publishing Co., 1986), 42.


  Paul A. Hutton cites the Peña “diary” in describing Crockett’s death. He also states that ’’Although not all students of the Alamo agree, evidence suggests that Davy Crockett was ... taken captive at the battle’s end—only to be cut down without mercy on General Santa Anna’s direct order.”


  Paul A. Hutton, “The Alamo: An American Epic,” American History Illustrated Vol. 20, no. 11 (March 1986), 24, 36.


  Paul A. Hutton writes that there is “no doubt” Crockett was one of the prisoners at the Alamo battle’s end. He again cites the Peña “diary” as to Crockett’s fate. He states that no account is “... more reliable than that of Lieutenant Colonel José Enrique de la Peña.” He does not explain how or why he perceives Peña as the most reliable.


  Paul Andrew Hutton, “Davy Crockett—Still King of the Wild Frontier,” Texas Monthly, Vol. 14, no. 11 (Nov. 1986), 245-246.


  Ben H. Proctor states that Crockett may have died fighting, but he also briefly explains the version in the Peña “diary.”


  Ben H. Proctor, The Battle of the Alamo (Austin: Texas State Historical Assc., 1986), 35-36.


  Eric von Schmidt cites Peña’s account as to Crockett’s fate.


  Eric von Schmidt, “The Alamo Remembered—From a Painter’s Point of View,” Smithsonian, Vol. 16, no. 12 (March 1986), 66.


  Bob Boyd states that “Davy Crockett died fighting at the Alamo. He did not surrender. He did not ask for quarter. He did not beg for his life. He died fighting back-to-back with two of his Tennessee comrades. Before they had finished, a pile of dead enemies, estimated at between 14 and 24, lay around them.”


  Bob Boyd, The Texas Revolution: A Day-by-Day Account, edited by Soren W. Nielsen (San Angelo, Texas: San Angelo Standard, Inc., 1986), 154.


  1987


  Leonard E. Fisher, in a children’s book on the Alamo, quotes Ruiz, stating that Crockett’s body was found in a small fort opposite the city.


  Leonard Everett Fisher, The Alamo (New York: Holiday House, 1987), 41.


  Paul A. Hutton writes that the account of the unidentified Mexican officer as described by Dolson “... agrees perfectly” with that of Peña’s. He also states that “... the simple mass of evidence, both direct and circumstantial [that Crockett was executed], is overwhelming,” and that there is “... not a single reliable eyewitness account of Crockett’s death in battle.”


  Paul Andrew Hutton, Introduction to A Narrative of the Life of Davy Crockett, Written by Himself, (Philadelphia: E.L. Carey and A. Hart, 1834; reprint, Lincoln, Nebraska and London: University of Nebraska Press, 1987), liv (page reference is to reprint edition).


  1988


  George A. McAlister states that Crockett and his “Tennessee boys” were cornered near the palisade and fought with savage fury. He cites Nuñez’s account with the inference that Nuñez was describing Crockett’s death. He also states that since there are so many conflicting reports on Crockett’s death, the subject will only reflect a particular author’s interpretation until some irrefutable evidence comes to light.


  George A. McAlister, Alamo: The Price of Freedom (San Antonio: Docutex, Inc., 1988), 200-212.


  1989


  Paul A. Hutton writes that Crockett was taken prisoner and hauled before Santa Anna, and that Crockett “... presented himself as a tourist who had taken refuge in the Alamo.” The prisoners were immediately executed. He describes Peña as an eyewitness to this event.


  Paul Andrew Hutton, “Davy Crockett—He was Hardly King of the Wild Frontier,” TV Guide, Vol. 37, no. 5, Feb. 4, 1989, 25.


  Dan Kilgore repeats his theory that Crockett was one of the prisoners executed at the Alamo. He adds, “... ironically, in their efforts to pay homage to Crockett and his death, the early perpetuators of the legend, as well as many other writers who followed, have denied the historical Crockett the true dignity of his final hours.” He concludes by saying that “Crockett faced death with courage and dignity and this fulfilled the legend he helped create.”


  Dan Kilgore, “Why Davy Didn’t Die,” in Michael A. Lofaro and Joe Cummings, eds. Crockett at Two Hundred (Knoxville, Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press, 1989), 6-17.


  Paul A. Hutton states that “There really is very little room for doubt that Crockett was captured and executed at the Alamo.” He again states that of the Mexican sources of the Alamo battle, “... none was more reliable than the diary of José Enrique de la Peña.”


  Paul Andrew Hutton, “An Exposition on Hero Worship,” in Lofaro and Cummings, eds., Crockett at Two Hundred, 29, 34.


  1990


  Stephen L. Hardin, in an article concerning Crockett’s appearance and manner of dress, supports the theory that Crockett was among those executed, citing Peña as the best account of Crockett’s death.


  Stephen L. Hardin, “David Crockett,” Military Illustrated, no. 23 (Feb./March 1990), 35.


  Wallace O. Chariton states that “Davy Crockett won his last fight and died fighting like a tiger. Nothing else seems fitting or proper.”


  Wallace O. Chariton, Exploring the Alamo Legends (Plano, Texas: Wordware Publishing, Inc., 1990), 37-63.


  Jeff Long writes that Crockett surrendered and was taken alive, and that “David Crockett made a choice. The Go Ahead man quit. He did more than quit. He lied. He denied his role in the fighting.”


  Jeff Long, Duel of Eagles: The Mexican and U.S. Fight for the Alamo (New York: William Morrow and Co. Inc., 1990), 258.


  Bill Groneman states that Crockett died during the Alamo battle. He explains that current popular opinion favors the theory that Crockett was one of five to seven prisoners taken during the battle and then executed on Santa Anna’s orders. He also points out that a national hero failing to live up to his legendary status is fertile ground, commercially, so only that side of the story has received much press. The accounts which support the capture and execution are at best circumstantial and in no way constitute proof beyond a reasonable doubt.


  Bill Groneman, Alamo Defenders: A Genealogy of the People and Their Words (Austin: Eakin Press, 1990), 28, 169.


  1992


  Albert A. Nofi cites the Peña “diary” as to Crockett’s death, calling it “... the best firsthand account,” and “The clearest and most detailed of Mexican accounts of the death of Crockett....” He also declares that “De La Peña’s account is in most other respects quite accurate, which argues in favor of his version of the fate of Crockett.” He goes on to say, “According to De La Peña, the man admitted to being Crockett and spun a complex tale apparently intended to get himself off the hook....”


  Albert A. Nofi, The Alamo and the Texas War of Independence (Conshohocken, Pennsylvania: Combined Books, 1992), 121, 123, 211.


  1993


  Mark Derr states that “Crockett survived the carnage, probably in the low barracks near his outpost and was taken prisoner along with five or six other men.... Crockett told his captors that he had been exploring the country around Bexar when he heard of the Mexican advance and ... had sought refuge with the Anglos in the Alamo.” He then describes the executions as per Peña.


  Mark Derr, The Frontiersman: The Real Life and the Many Legends of Dary Crockett (New York: William Morrow and Co., Inc., 1993), 248.


  1996


  Michael A. Lofaro states that “Crockett and five or six others were captured when Mexican troops took the Alamo ...,” and that they “... were bayoneted and then shot.” He explains that the executed men’s “dignity and bravery was, in fact, further underscored by Peña’s recounting that ’these unfortunates died without complaining and without humiliating themselves before their torturers.’” [The Peña account states that they were killed by swords and that they died “moaning,” not “without complaining.”]


  Michael A. Lofaro, “Crockett, David,” in The New Handbook of Texas Vol. 2 ed. Ron Tyler et al (Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1996), 409.


  1997


  Alex Shoumatoff writes that “Davy Crockett never wore a coonskin cap and, according to recent research, hid under a bed throughout the fighting [at the Alamo] and tried to surrender rather than fight to the death.”


  Alex Shoumatoff, Legends of the American Desert: Sojourns in the Great Southwest (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1997), 287.


  1999


  Paul A. Hutton again offers a dramatized version of the execution scenario. He describes Crockett as being one of a “... handful of bloodied exhausted defenders” who were offered clemency by Castrillón. He then describes the execution scene as per Peña but with the added touch of having Santa Anna order his staff officers to execute the prisoners after the Sappers balked.


  Paul Andrew Hutton, “Frontier Hero Davy Crockett,” Wild West (February 1999), 44.


  APPENDIX B

  Crockett’s Film Deaths
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    Davy Crockett has remained absolutely firm from the first film in 1909 to the last time he appeared, which I guess was in the television film James A. Michener’s Texas just a couple of years ago. He is always heroic, always folksie and homespun, and his death is always heroically presented.


    —Frank Thompson

  


  THE BATTLE OF THE ALAMO has always been a popular subject for movies and television shows. Naturally, the character of Crockett figures prominently in most of these productions. Film versions of Crockett’s death are as varied as the literary ones. Crockett’s death is usually a coda to the dramatic sweep of the final battle. A few examples follow:


Martyrs of the Alamo or Birth of Texas (1916)


  
    Alfred D. Sears plays a checkered shirted Crockett in this silent film. During the battle, Crockett is pushed against the wall of the Alamo church and disappears under an onslaught of Mexican soldiers.

  


  Davy Crockett at the Fall of the Alamo (1926)


  
    Cullen Landis portrays Crockett in this silent film. This time, a bare-chested Crockett fights several Mexican soldiers one-on-one with a sort of wild “Charlie Chaplin” style of wide-armed punches. He dispatches three of them but is then overwhelmed by four or five others who pin him to the ground. As they hold him down, a handful of other soldiers stab him to death with bayonets. As the soldiers pull back, Crockett looks into the camera and expires with a wide grin on his face.

  


  Heroes of the Alamo (1937)


  
    Lane Chandler is Crockett in this early sound version of the battle. Crockett is found alive after Santa Anna has entered the Alamo at the conclusion of the battle. He is noticed crawling along the ground and trying to haul himself up a ladder. Santa Anna orders him killed, and a soldier clubs him to death with a musket.

  


  Man of Conquest (1939)


  
    Robert Barratt plays Crockett in this film about Sam Houston. In the Alamo battle segment, Crockett is killed by a shot from a pistol and slowly slumps to the ground.

  


  “Davy Crockett at the Alamo”

  (the third and final installment of the Dary Crockett, King of the Wild Frontier Disney television series episode) (1955)


  
    Fess Parker, film’s most famous Crockett in film’s most famous Crockett death scene, is not shown dying. After all of his close friends are killed around him, Crockett is admonished to “Give ’em what-fer, Davy” by his sidekick, Georgie Russel (Buddy Ebsen). Crockett stands with one foot on the stairway to the parapet and with one knee on the parapet. In close-up he flails away at the Mexican soldiers with his rifle “Old Betsy.” The scene fades to the Alamo’s flag and then to the Texas flag. We do not see what happened to Crockett, but we know.


    ________ He was killed while fighting.


    ________ He was captured and then executed.


    (Please check your preferred ending)

  


  The Last Command (1955)


  
    Veteran character actor Arthur Hunnicutt turns in a popular performance as the most “down home” Crockett, in this film about Jim Bowie. In the battle scene, Crockett jumps down from the Alamo’s wall near the wooden palisade to meet the charge of a Mexican cavalryman in the interior of the fort. He is knocked down, and the cavalryman and horse are also knocked down. He uses his rifle to knock three other cavalrymen off of their horses, breaking his rifle on the last horse. He yells to one of his men, “Parson, the torch!” The parson passes him the flaming torch before being shot down himself. Crockett backs into a corner where several barrels of gunpowder stand. As a group of Mexican soldiers overwhelms him he shoves the torch into one of the barrels of powder, and they all go out in a blaze of glory.

  


  The Alamo (1960)


  
    John Wayne’s epic features the Duke himself as the most recognized Crockett after Fess Parker. Crockett defends a hastily constructed final redoubt in front of the Alamo church. The Mexican army completely fills the Alamo’s main plaza, and Mexican cavalrymen are jumping their horses over the wooden palisade. With his rifle in his left hand and a burning torch in his right, Crockett retreats toward the open double doors of the church. He does a quick spin and throws his rifle at two Mexican soldiers to his left. He puts his back to the door and hits another soldier, inside the church, with the torch. Too much follow-through proves to be his undoing as a Mexican lancer, on foot, nails him to the church door with a sickening crunch and thud. Crockett breaks the heavy lance with a flick of his wrist and lifts himself off of the portion of lance still in the door. He staggers into the church, staggers back into the camera angle, and staggers back into the church to the Alamo’s gunpowder magazine. He tosses the torch into the room onto the top of the barrels of powder before collapsing into the room. Ka-boom! Arthur Hunnicutt’s pyrotechnic exit is a mere firecracker by comparison as the ensuing explosion blows holes in the thick walls of the Alamo’s church.

  


  “The Alamo” (episode of the Time Tunnel television show) (1966)


  
    The producers of this show solved the problem of Crockett’s death, saved the expense of paying an actor to portray Crockett, and relieved themselves of the hassle of trying to find a coonskin cap in one fell swoop. They did this by having the show’s two time travelers go back to the 1836 Alamo only to be told that Crockett “was killed yesterday.” If only they had gone back in time 130 years plus one day!

  


  Seguin (1982)


  
    This film tells the story of Tejano defender Juan Seguin, the highest-ranking officer of the Alamo garrison to leave the Alamo as a courier. After a rather unrealistic battle scene, a group of Alamo defenders are brought out, stood against a wall, and shot. None are identified by name, but one tall, dejected defender is wearing a coonskin cap. Hey! Maybe that was...

  


  The Alamo: Thirteen Days to Glory (1987)


  
    Veteran actor Brian Keith portrays a youth-challenged Crockett in this made-for-TV film. Crockett makes his last stand in front of the Alamo church and wildly flails at the charging Mexican soldiers with a knife. [He could have reached farther with a rifle or a torch.] Finally a Mexican soldier points a rifle with a bayonet at him. Crockett seems to grab the rifle and helps pull the bayonet into himself. He sits down on the back of a fallen Mexican soldier. The scene cuts to a different camera angle, and the body of the Mexican soldier is no longer under Crockett’s legs but behind his back, probably to provide a softer landing. Through all of this action Crockett’s strange “Hey look, I’m Davy Crockett and I’m not wearing a coonskin cap” wide-brimmed hat seems to be nailed to his head.

  


  Alamo ... Price of Freedom (1987)


  
    This film was made specifically for the IMAX theater, one block from the Alamo, and is shown several times a day. It features Merrill Connally as Crockett. During the final battle, Crockett is backed up against the front wall of the Alamo church by oncoming Mexican soldiers. He crouches and holds his rifle with two hands, like a pugil stick, out in front of him. As individual soldiers charge him he hits them with short barrel and gun stock combos. Finally, one soldier comes in too close, and Crockett hits him with a backhand barrel blow. While he is turned slightly, an officer rushes in and kills him with a sword blow to the head.

  


  Texas (1994)


  
    This film version of James Michener’s novel features John Schneider as a young, blond “surfer dude” Crockett, sporting a Veronica Lake hairdo. The complexities of the Alamo battle and Crockett’s death are solved by borrowing battle scenes from The Last Command and then simply showing Crockett’s body afterwards. Neither his death nor any executions are shown.

  


  APPENDIX C

  Davy Deathiana


  [image: image]


  
    The publications on Crockett’s death form the single largest subsegment of Alamo literature.


    —William C. Davis

  


  “DAVY DEATHIANX” was coined by Professor Paul Andrew Hutton of the University of New Mexico to describe the ever-growing body of information regarding Crockett’s death. The body of information is considerable. Many articles and a number of books have been written on the subject. A few recent books on the Alamo and on Crockett’s life include a section or chapter specifically devoted to it. As far as violent deaths in Texas go, Crockett’s may be second only to that of President John R Kennedy for the amount of written material and discussion it has inspired. What follows is a list of the original sources on Crockett’s death. Also included is some of the later published material that either discuss, debate, or analyze Crockett’s death or one or more pieces of the evidence.


  1836


  Morning Courier and New York Enquirer, 9 July 1836.


  This newspaper contains the earliest known (at this time) printing of the article probably written by William H. Attree. The story of an unidentified witness describes Crockett as one of six prisoners executed by Mexican officers plunging swords into their bodies.


  
    “Texas—Extract from a letter written by Mr. George M. Dolson, an officer in the Texian army to his brother in this city: Dated Galveston Island, Camp Trevos [sic] July 19, 1836,” Detroit Democratic Free Press, 7 September 1836.

  


  This newspaper article is the only known contemporary printing of the letter by George M. Dolson. It is attributed to either Col. Juan N. Almonte or to an unidentified informant. In this version Crockett again is one of six prisoners. He and the others are ordered shot by Santa Anna. His executioners are only identified as “hell hounds of the tyrant.”


  1837


  
    Ramón Martinez Caro, Verdadera Idea de la Primera Campaña de Tejas y Sucesos Ocurridos después de la accion de San Jacinto (Mexico: Imprenta de Santiago Perez, 1837).

  


  In this pamphlet Caro describes five Texans being executed by soldiers but does not mention the weapons used. This account does not name Crockett as one of those executed.


  1859


  
    Nicholas Labadie, “San Jacinto Campaign” Texas Almanac, 1859.

  


  This article contains the account attributed to Col. Fernando Urriza in which a lone prisoner is shot to death by soldiers on Santa Anna’s orders. Urriza believed some unidentified “they” called the prisoner “Coket.”


  1860


  
    Francis Antonio Ruiz, “Fall of the Alamo and Massacre of Travis and His Brave Associates,” Texas Almanac, 1860.

  


  This contains the account of Francisco Ruiz in which he describes Crockett’s body as being “Toward the west, and in the small fort opposite the city.”


  1875


  
    James M. Morphis, History of Texas from Its Discovery and Settlement (New York: United States Publishing Co., 1875).

  


  This book contains Susanna Hannig’s (Dickinson’s) statement that she recognized Col. Crockett lying dead and mutilated between the church and the two-story barrack building, and even remembered seeing his peculiar cap lying by his side.


  1882


  
    [John S. Ford], “The Fall of the Alamo” Texas Mute Ranger, April 1882.

  


  This article contains the account of Sgt. Francisco Becerra in which Crockett and Travis are executed on Santa Anna’s orders. Crockett and Travis are shot by soldiers in this version.


  1889


  
    Felix Nuñez, “Fall of the Alamo” Fort Worth Gazette, 23 June 1889.

  


  This contains the account attributed to Sgt. Felix Nuñez that an Alamo defender, dressed in the traditional manner associated with Crockett, is felled by a deadly sword blow above the right eye and then is pierced by not less than twenty bayonets.


  1890


  
    William Corner, editor and compiler, San Antonio de Bexar: A Guide and History (San Antonio: Bainbridge & Corner, 1890).

  


  This book contains the story by Madam Candelaria in which Crockett is shot down while unarmed and advancing from the church building.


  1899


  
    “Alamo Massacre as told by the late Madam Candaleria [sic]” San Antonio Light, 22 February 1899.

  


  This article contains the story by Madam Candelaria in which Crockett dies defending the sandbagged door of the Alamo church.


  1935


  
    James T. Deshields, Tall Men with Long Rifles (San Antonio: Naylor Co., 1935).

  


  This book contains the story attributed to Capt. Rafael Soldana in which an Alamo defender named “Kwockey,” dressed in traditional frontier garb, dies in one of the Alamo rooms while swinging his rifle as a club. It also contains the story attributed to an unidentified Mexican captain stating that Crockett was killed in a room while defending it with his knife.


  1938


  
    Carlos Sanchez-Navarro y Peón, La Guerra de Tejas: Memorias de un Soldado (Mexico: Editorial Polis, 1938).

  


  This book is a transcription of the alleged journal of Col. José Juan Sanchez-Navarro in which Sanchez-Navarro was horrified by “... the death of an old man they called ‘Cocran.’”


  1939


  
    J. Frank Dobie, Mody C. Boatright, and Harry H. Ransom, eds., In the Shadow of History (Austin: Texas Folklore Society, 1939).

  


  This book contains the story by William P. Zuber and attributed to Gen. Cos in which Crockett, alone, is executed by the bayonet thrust of a soldier.


  1951


  
    Helen Hunnicutt, “A Mexican View of the Texan War—Memoirs of a Veteran of the Two Battles of the Alamo” Library Chronicle, Summer 1951.

  


  This article is an edited English version of the Sanchez-Navarro account.


  1955


  
    J. Sanchez Garza, La Rebelion de Texas: Manuscrito Inedito de 1836 por un Oficial de Santa Anna (Mexico: A. Frank de Sanchez, 1955).

  


  This is the transcription of the alleged diary of Lt. José Enrique de la Peña in which David Crocket [sic] and six others are executed by Mexican officers wielding swords on Santa Anna’s orders.


  
    “1836 Paper Tells Story of Davy’s Death” Knoxville News-Sentinel, 5 May 1955.

  


  1956


  
    James A. Shackford, David Crockett: The Man and the Legend (Chapel Hill, North Carolina: University of North Carolina Press, 1956).

  


  Shackford included nine pages on Crockett’s death before the question of his death was an issue. He settled on Madam Candelaria’s undramatic version of Crockett’s death.


  1960


  
    Virgil E. Baugh, Rendezvous at the Alamo (New York: Pageant Press, 1960).

  


  Baugh provides five emotionally charged pages on Crockett’s death, concentrating on the Zuber and Becerra accounts.


  
    Thomas Lawrence Connelly, “Did David Crockett Surrender at the Alamo? A Contemporary Letter” Journal of Southern History 26, 1960.

  


  The subject of this article is the Dolson letter. It is reprinted for the first time since it appeared in the Detroit Democratic Free Press in 1836.


  1961


  
    Walter Lord, A Time to Stand (New York: Harper & Row Publishers, 1961).

  


  Lord addresses the question “Did David Crockett Surrender?” in his chapter “Riddles of the Alamo.”


  1963


  
    John H. Jenkins, “Did Davy Crockett Survive the Alamo?” Texana, Summer 1963.

  


  1968


  
    J. Hefter, “Some Comments on the Battle,” in Gen. Miguel A. Sanchez Lamego, The Siege and Taking of the Alamo (Santa Fe, New Mexico: Press of the Territorian, 1968).

  


  Hefter includes the section “The Death of Colonel Crockett” in his appendix to Lamego’s book. He gives examples of three versions of Crockett’s fate: Crockett went down fighting; Crockett was captured and executed; and Crockett survived and turned up alive later.


  1975


  
    Carmen Perry, editor and translator, With Santa Anna in Texas: A Personal Narrative of the Revolution by José Enrique de la Peña (College Station, Texas: Texas A&M University Press, 1975).

  


  Perry’s English translation of the Peña narrative.


  
    “Did Davy Crockett Die at the Alamo? Historian Carmen Perry Says No” People Weekly, 13 October 1975.


    Texas Jim Cooper, “Peña’s Diary: How Did David Crockett Die?” Carrollton (Texas) Star, 6 November 1975.

  


  1976


  
    Bill Groneman, “The Death of Davy Crockett,” The Defender, January 1976 and February 1976.

  


  Groneman’s first foray into the Crockett death controversy in a small “Alamo buff” newsletter.


  1977


  
    Charles Grosvenor, annotator, Reuben M. Potter, The Fall of the Alamo (Hillsdale, New Jersey: The Otterden Press, 1977).

  


  Grosvenor published and annotated the 1878 version of Potter’s The Fall of the Alamo. Grosvenor discusses Crockett’s death in note #35 and determines that Crockett’s execution remains only a possibility.


  1978


  
    Dan Kilgore, How Did Davy Die? (College Station, Texas and London: Texas A&M University Press, 1978).

  


  Kilgore’s volume in which he defends Crockett’s execution by comparing it to other similar accounts.


  
    “Take That, John Wayne” Texas Monthly, August 1978.

  


  A short article on Dan Kilgore and How Did Davy Die?


  1980


  
    Francisco Becerra, A Mexican Sergeant’s Recollections of the Alamo & San Jacinto with an introduction by Dan Kilgore (Austin: Jenkins Publishing Co., 1980).

  


  The Becerra account.


  1981


  
    Robert F. Palmquist, “High Private—David Crockett at the Alamo” Real West, December 1981.

  


  Palmquist devotes a good portion of this article to the question surrounding Crockett’s death.


  1982


  
    Richard Boyd Hauck, Crockett: A Bio-Bibliography (Westport, Connecticut and London: Greenwood Press, 1982).

  


  Hauck’s book contains a section “The Many Deaths of Crockett.”


  
    David Lyons, “The Death of David Crockett” Alamo Lore and Myth Organization Newsletter, September 1982.


    Bill Groneman, “Crockett’s Last Stand” Alamo Lore and Myth Organization Newsletter, December 1982.

  


  1985


  
    Bill Groneman, “The Death of Davy Crockett” a chapter in Bill Groneman and Phil Rosenthal, Roll Call at the Alamo (Fort Collins, Colorado: Old Army Press, 1985).


    Felton West, “How Crockett Died Still Stirs Furor” Houston Post, 22 November 1985.

  


  1986


  
    Gary L. Foreman, Crockett: The Gentleman from the Cane (Dallas: Taylor Publishing Co., 1986).

  


  In this highly illustrated magazine-type publication, Foreman includes two pages devoted to “Crockett’s Death: The Unending Controversy.”


  
    William Whitaker, “Alamo battle is ‘racist myth,’ according to university prof” Del Rio (Texas) News-Herald, 19 March 1986.

  


  A short article on Paul A. Hutton and his beliefs concerning Crockett’s death.


  
    John Helyar, “Davy Crockett was no Great Shakes, The Debunkers Say” Wall Street Journal, 10 July 1986.


    Barbara Paulsen, “Say It Ain’t So, Davy” a sidebar to Paul Andrew Hutton, “Davy Crockett—Still King of the Wild Frontier” Texas Monthly, November 1986.

  


  1987


  
    Paul Andrew Hutton, Introduction to A Narrative of the Life of David Crockett, Written by Himself (Philadelphia: E.L. Carey and A. Hart, 1834; reprint, Lincoln, Nebraska and London: University of Nebraska Press, 1987).


    David Lawrence Robbins, “David Crockett at the Alamo: An Analysis of His Death,” 1987.

  


  An unpublished manuscript that concludes that the evidence is in favor of Crockett’s having died fighting at the Alamo.


  1988


  
    C.D. Huneycutt, At The Alamo: The Memoirs of Capt. Navarro (New London, North Carolina: Gold Star Press, 1988).

  


  Huneycutt’s translation of the Sanchez-Navarro account.


  
    George A. McAlister, Alamo: The Price of Freedom (San Antonio: Docutex, Inc., 1988).

  


  McAlister devoted twelve pages to the subject of “Crockett’s Death by Various Authors.”


  1989


  
    Paul Andrew Hutton, “An Exposition on Hero Worship” a chapter in Michael A. Lofaro, and Joe Cummings, eds. Crockett at Two Hundred (Knoxville, Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press, 1989).


    Dan Kilgore, “Why Davy Didn’t Die” a chapter in Michael A. Lofaro, and Joe Cummings, eds. Crockett at Two Hundred (Knoxville, Tennessee: University of Tennessee Press, 1989).


    Nigel Hawkins, “How Did Davy Die? He Died Fighting!” Alamo Journal, December 1989.

  


  1990


  
    Stephen L. Hardin, “The Felix Nuñez Account and Siege of the Alamo: A Critical Appraisal” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, July 1990.

  


  This is the first time the Nuñez account was published in its entirety since it first appeared in 1889.


  
    Wallace O. Chariton, Exploring the Alamo Legends (Plano, Texas: Wordware Publishing, Inc., 1990).

  


  Chariton includes a chapter, “Crockett vs. Kilgore, Santos, et al.: Davy’s Last Fight”


  
    Geoff Sutton, “Davy, Davy Crockett coward of the Wild Frontier” Daily Mirror, 23 August 1990.

  


  Hyped-up tabloid article on Jeff Long’s Duel of Eagles.


  
    “Davee, Davy Crockett: Coward of the Wild Frontier—and Jim Bowie had a yellow streak, too” The Star, 11 September 1990.

  


  Another hyped-up tabloid article concerning Long’s book. This one describes Crockett and Bowie as “two cowboy legends.”


  1991


  
    Dr. Todd E. Harburn, “The Crockett Death Controversy” Alamo Journal, April 1991.


    Richard A. Davidson, “How Did Davy Really Die? Alamo Journal, October 1991.

  


  1992


  
    Chris Anderson, “How did Davy die? Does the cap tell the tale?” Blackpowder Annual, 1992.


    Albert A. Nofi, The Alamo and the Texas War of Independence, September 30, 1835 to April 21, 1836 (Conshohocken, Pennsylvania: Combined Books, 1992).

  


  Nofi offers a small sidebar “The Death of Crockett,” generally favoring Peña.


  1993


  
    Bill Groneman, “De La Peña and the Alamo Mystery Victim” Alamo Journal, February 1993.


    Bill Groneman, “Some Problems with the Urriza Account” Alamo Journal, July 1993.


    Bill Groneman, “A Witness to the Executions?” Alamo Journal, October 1993.

  


  1994


  
    Bill Groneman, Defense of a Legend: Crockett and the de la Peña Diary (Plano, Texas: Republic of Texas Press, 1994).


    Bill Groneman, “The Diary of José Enrique de la Peña” Journal of South Texas, 1994.


    Bill Groneman, “Some Problems with the Almonte Account” Alamo Journal, February 1994.


    Charley Eckhardt, “Is the Alamo diary authentic or fake?” Seguin (Texas) Gazette-Enterprise, 31 March 1994.


    Bruce Dettman, “Davy’s Death: A Common Sense Approach” Alamo Journal, April 1994.


    Charley Eckhardt, “Expert says de la Pena diary nothing but a fake” Seguin (Texas) Gazette-Enterprise, 6 April 1994.


    Bill Groneman, “Some Comparisons to the de la Peña ‘Diary’” Alamo Journal, July 1994.


    James E. Crisp, “The Little Book That Wasn’t There: The Myth and Mystery of the de la Peña Diary” Southwestern Historical Quarterly, October 1994.

  


  1995


  
    James E. Crisp, “Texas History—Texas Mystery” Sallyport: The Magazine of Rice University, February/March 1995.


    Dan Goddard, “The Death of Davy Crockett—Rice Filmmaker Documents the Debate over Alamo Hero’s Death” San Antonio Express-News, 5 March 1995.


    Jan Reid, “Davy Crock?” Texas Monthly, May 1995.

  


  Reid covers the controversy and Groneman’s talk before the Texas State Historical Association in March of 1995.


  
    Thomas Ricks Lindley, “Killing Crockett—It’s All In The Execution” Alamo Journal, May 1995.


    Thomas Ricks Lindley, “Killing Crockett—Theory Paraded as Fact” Alamo Journal, July 1995.


    James Crisp, “Davy in Freeze-Frame: Methodology or Madness?” Alamo Journal, October 1995.


    Thomas Ricks Lindley, “Killing Crockett—Lindley’s Opinion” Alamo Journal, October 1995.


    Bill Groneman, “The Controversial Alleged Account of José Enrique
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