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      We would like to thank you for what you are about to do. You are about to read the story of a strong, loving husband, father, grandfather, and friend. You may not know him. You may have never heard of Bill “The Rock” Ikner or Billy or William or Buzzard or the other names we may not even know about. We were blessed to have him in our lives for the time the Lord gave us. We are thankful to have his words, these very words that are typed in these pages, to carry on his memory, his stories, and his life.

      William Richard Ikner, Sr. served faithfully in the United States Army. He does discuss horrific details of his time at Desert Rock and tours during Vietnam. War is not pretty. Neither is what he describes in his life story.

      If you are looking for perfect grammar, don’t. If you are looking for proper sentence structure or wondering how we could print words without an editor, then remember that we are capturing his life story that was written by him for us. This is his autobiography, typed to share his life in his very manner of speaking. It is him in every way. We love every single word that he left for us. We pray you love it, too. Unfiltered. Unchecked. Real.

      Thank you for reading his story and sharing a part of his history, our history, for a little while. May he be resting in the arms of Jesus.
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      At the time of my birth, June 21, 1935, America was still in a depression and life for a poor family was very hard. My mother, Ellen Gertrude Rasberry, and Carl Woodrow Ikner got married on November 10, 1934. Mom was only 13 years old and Dad was 22 years old. My dad came from a very large family, 19 children.

      Monroe and Rosanne Davis Ikner were married in 1904 and raised their family on the family farm, raising and growing most of their needs. In the family line, I don't remember where Dad was, but I think he was one of the first five children they had. Monroe and Rosanne lived their entire lives in Columbus County, NC. Rosa gave birth to eighteen children and later adopted one. Monroe owned his own farm and raised his children to know the value of a hard days work. Monroe was married three times in  his span of life. His second wife was Emma and Ida, his third.

      Monroe and Rosa had three of their children die at an early age: Maybelle, Maggie, and Robert. The rest of the children have all married except Dock, who chose to remain single. The children were: Tom, Pete, Re Walter, Woodrow, Junior, Eugene, Dock, David, Robert, Elnita, Alma, Macie, Olean, Dorothy, Louise, Brenda, Maybelle, and Maggie.

      Before Monroe passed, he sold his old home place and moved to the Cypress Creek area. Not only did Monroe have a great love for his family, but also for the Lord. (He built his own church on his property to worship. He lived a long and a well productive life leaving a long line of descendants to carry on the name Ikner.

      I know Dad had married another woman before mom but it was annulled after a couple of days. He finished high school and loved to play baseball in school, and he also loved boxing. He did really well until he quit to get married. I believe it was called Golden Glove Boxing and once he fought for the lightweight championship in Raleigh, but he told me the guy he fought had a fist made of steel.

      About the only thing available for work at that time was working in a store or farming. Dad said he was not out to be a store clerk so when he and mom were married they got a shanty shack of a house on the John Conduit farm and sharecropped with him several years making just enough money to survive. Mom said that the old house had so many holes in the roof you could count the stars at night and get wet when it rained and nearly froze in the winter, but it was all they could get so they had to make out with it. Mom said the owners were good to them, giving them plenty of milk, eggs, and they had a small garden to raise some food. The Conduits didn't have any children but she loved cats, and mom said she had sometimes as many as thirty in her house. Mom said when she would give her cooked food she would have to check it to make sure there were no cat hairs in it.

      The Conduit farm was about three miles from Whiteville and Dad would have to walk to town to buy groceries. Like flour, sugar, and coffee, whatever they could afford. It was in the New Hope community and they had a school, a church, and a small country store. Mom said working on a farm back then was really hard work. Tobacco, corn, and oats were the main crops, but mules were used to do the fieldwork. Mom finished the fifth grade in school. She had to help with her brother and sisters plus work in the fields so she knew what hard work was. She had two sisters, Flora Bell and Shelby, and two brothers, Sam and one adopted brother named Jerry. Evelyn died when she was about sixteen years old with Spinal Meningitis.

      Mom learned how to cook and take care of a house at a really early age. She told me once she didn't clean the old wood stove the way that Grandma wanted it and she got a beating. That was when her and Dad were dating and she said it really did embarrass her because she got beat when he was at her house. Grandma believed in a clean house at all times.

      I don't know when Sam Montgomery Rasberry and Lela Sikes were married but Mom was born June 20, 1921. She was their first child. Then there was Flora Bell, Sam Montgomery Jr., Shelby Jean, and Jerry Lynn (adopted). Granddad, Sam was what he was called, was a very hard working father, and he sharecropped with larger farmers all his life. He was born poor, and he died poorer. He was a wonderful father and did only what he knew best for his family. He never had a driving license or owned a vehicle. A mule and wagon was his mode of travel. He was never ashamed of what he did, and his family never went without a shelter over their head, food on the table, or clothes on their backs.

      So, when Mom and Dad got married they knew it would be hard to make it, but together they did. They raised four wonderful children, myself (William Richard Ikner), Rosa Lee, Carl Floyd, and Annette. And in March 1987, the Lord called Dad, and December 27, 1997, He called mom.
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        Ellen Gertrude and Woodrow Ikner (Billy’s parents), 1955

      

      I remember Mom telling me about my younger days. Whiteville opened a new hospital the week I was born. A girl was the first baby born and I was the first boy. Mom always told me I was born on her birthday, June 20, 1935, but when I got my birth certificate, it had me born on the 21st. Mom said the doctor just signed the certificate a day later, and she knew I was born on the 20th.

      Mom said I was raised on fresh cow's milk. I guess that is why I love milk so much. She said that it was hard that summer because she had to work in tobacco and take care of me also, but she managed to do it. She also told me about the milk. She would have to boil it and strain it to make sure that there were no cat hairs in it. (I guess that might be why I can't stand cats today.)  Mom also told me about hiding my toys if other kids came to the house.

      Mom said she got her first real scare when I was about 22 months old. I can't remember who came to the house now, but mom said they were driving a T. Model car and me and the other kids were running around the car and the running board had a very sharp edge in one area and I fell and hit my head and it put a 2 inch gash. I was bleeding really hard and they had to carry me to the hospital. I still have the scar today.

      The next time I was about three and a half years old and they had moved to the Walter Butler farm in the same area. Mom said Dad had finished curing a barn of tobacco and had taken the ashes out of the furnace to cool and had told her he was going to the store to pick up some items. Mom was outside
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          [image: Momma and Daddy when they first got married.]
        

        
      

      
      
        
          [image: Momma in a pretty dress she made.]
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          [image: Momma standing beside a car. She wrote the words, Love Always, Betty Lou on the photo for my Daddy]
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