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			To the Church in America, a Letter of Concern:

			The Issue

			The church is divided into hostile camps. This division is not between believers and non-believers inside the church, but between genuine believers in Christ who hold different views of the timing of the Rapture, the timing of the gathering of the saints to Jesus, vis-à-vie His Second Coming.

			Some may be unaware of the intensity of the disagreement among these three views of the rapture. This is likely because one of the three is not on the receiving end of the hostility shown to divergent views. The majority opinion knowingly or unknowingly afflicts those with minority opinions.

			Also, I am concerned that those who hold the majority opinion are completely mistaken and promising things Jesus did not promise. In particular, I see disaster coming to the church in America because of the pre- or mid-tribulation rapture theologies. This is my personal concern—though I cannot find anyone else that will rouse themselves to react to it, or even see a problem. But it is a huge problem in these end-times.

			The Puzzle 

			It is strange that the church clings to something nowhere taught in Scripture. It has become the classic story of the emperor having no clothes. In this particular case, however, participants are not coddling up to the king to curry favor and thereby not perceiving his nakedness, but rather they cannot perceive this nakedness from a sincere desire to love and respect their pastor and what he preaches. They will study it no further than what they are taught from the pulpit and find no need to; they are content not to consider it any further. The pre-tribulation rapture embraces them like a python.

			The challenge to you is to find a clear proclamation of Scripture that shows a pre- or mid-tribulation rapture that is not some kind of inference, or assumption, or reference to cultural Jewish wedding practices, or using typology to make its case in lieu of the literal method of interpreting Scripture. Inferred evidence is nothing; what we need to find are unequivocal references in the Word of God. 

			Lot being rescued from Sodom or Noah being rescued in a boat before the Flood is inferred evidence that the rapture of the church must be before the Tribulation. When compared to crystal clear statements that the church will be rescued from persecution at the end of the Tribulation, these inferences mean little.

			In the course of writing this manifesto, I watched a YouTube video of a well-known Bible scholar who passed away some years ago. He breathlessly referenced Jewish wedding practices, typology, and a doctrine of imminency (meaning: Jesus could come at any time) to try to prove his case for the pre-tribulation rapture. However, he referenced not a single verse of Scripture other than these inferences that “proved” his point. He declared other views of the timing of the rapture to be deficient, because they denied the doctrine of imminency. 

			As you will see, there is no such “doctrine of imminency” in Scripture to deny. He made slanderous inuendoes against those who hold a different view as if they would not be “pure” by holding an opposing view, and he threw in a couple of jokes that insulted anyone of a different opinion. He made the untrue claim that those who held other views were not literalists—yet offered no verses for us to interpret literally. It is easy to argue your case from a podium when no one else from the other side is there to challenge what you say. 

			But to laugh out of the church and slander those who honestly disagree with the pre-tribulation rapture and who can prove their viewpoint with unequivocal passages from Scripture, borders on not loving the brothers. This is a very serious offense against Christ. Something is wrong.

			At the end of this manifesto is a call for significant, biblical cooperation among these three opposing views. This cooperation is on common ground that all sides of the divide can agree to. Prepare to be saddened and amazed.

			In Christ,

			Jon Eric Lambert

			Chaplain, Major

			US Army, Retired

			Preparation for study: Read Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 17:20-37 and Luke 21:5-36, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, 2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 and 2:1-12, Revelation 16:15 and its context.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			The Tribulation itself is seven years long, and the Great Tribulation is the latter half of that; it is 3½ years long. Scripture tells us in four different ways so we could not mistake it: half of seven—3½ years, 42 months—3½ years, 1260 days—3½ lunar years, and a time, times [a double word], and a half of time. These all indicate 3½ years. 

			Some denominations to this day refuse to see the plain meaning of the text and think this repetition means nothing. They do not talk about it, nor do they study it. Yet, as far back as 1844, it was generally agreed that the time periods of 42 months and 1,260 days and a year, two years and a half year were synonymous periods of time and all of these were equal to three and a half years (Thoughts on a Spiritual Understanding of the Apocalypse, or the Book of Revelation, Leavitt, Trow & Co., Publishers).

			However, belief in a literal Tribulation, no matter how you slice it, is no longer shared by all denominations. That is a broader subject and beyond the purpose of this book. However, all Christians should be interested in Daniel’s prophecy of the first coming of Christ. It uses a time sequence and is very precise. The time period of the Tribulation (the rest of Daniel’s prophecy) is also precise. 

			The topic is not as arcane as it may seem at first, and we are given scriptural tools to figure it out—it is not difficult. Daniel was given a prophecy of the coming of the Messiah with a specific chronology. 

			Since Judah had disobeyed God and had not rested its land in the Sabbath year for 490 years, they were expelled from the land of Israel, based on the time formula given to Israel in Leviticus 26:34-35. Because of the multiplied sins of Israel, the people would be removed from the land, but the length of time for this removal was based on every year the land wasn’t rested in its Sabbath year. At the close of 2 Chronicles the chroniclers specifically mentioned the literal fulfillment of Leviticus 26 and the prophecy of Jeremiah that the land would lie desolate for 70 years (2 Chronicles 36:21, Jeremiah 25:11). 

			Four hundred ninety years divided by seven (every seventh year was a Sabbath year) is 70—so this would be the length of Judah’s banishment from the land. At the end of this time period, Daniel was reading and in prayer about Jeremiah’s prophecy that the exile would be 70 years long (Daniel 9:2-3). As he was praying about this, he was interrupted by the angel Gabriel who declared a similar 490 years (seventy sevens) prophecy. It is a remarkable prophecy that shows when the Messiah Himself should first appear (see Alva J. McClain’s Daniel’s Prophecy of the 70 Weeks).

			That the Tribulation itself is seven years is plainly seen from Daniel’s seventy sevens prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27). The first 69 sevens were consummated at the cutting off (the death) of the Messiah, Jesus’ first coming. The final seven has yet to occur, based on Jesus’ reference to the antichrist in His Olivet discourse (Matthew 24:15), based on Paul’s reference to the antichrist many years later (2 Thessalonians 2:3), and at the end of the first century, John’s reference in Revelation (13:5).

			This manifesto is about that final seven years and how church theology is divided over the timing of the rapture and the Second Coming of Christ. Our aim is to explore the correct, though neglected, post-tribulation view. At the end of this brief manifesto, there is a call for cooperative action concerning two major Bible prophecies that will hasten the day of Christ. On this, all three views can agree.

		

	
		
			The Interpretation of Scripture

			The pre-tribulation rapture of the church is taught in many Bible-believing churches. This teaching means that the church will leave the earth before the seven-year Tribulation. Its teaching warns us to be saved so that we will not be “left behind” to suffer the events of the Tribulation. 

			In spite of this, and to its credit, many (though not all) who hold the pre-tribulation view have stopped teaching that Matthew 24:40 means the rapture even though “left behind” was a popular Christian song lyric and the title of a Christian film series.

			Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. (Emphasis added)

			However, it has since been recognized that this is not a verse that shows a pre-tribulation rapture, because the parallel in the passage is “the flood took them all away.” This is not a rescue, but rather a taking away to judgment as Luke 17:35-37 clarifies further:

			Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left. ‘Where Lord?’ they asked. He replied, ‘Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.’ (Emphasis added. Wuest—”the birds that feed on putrefied flesh.”—The New Testament, An Expanded Version, Eerdmans)

			

			This reminds us of Revelation 19:17,18—

			And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, ‘Come gather together for the great supper of God so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great.’

			This event surrounds the Second Coming of Jesus. 

			He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.

			And, He is the— 

			King of kings and Lord of lords. (Revelation 19:15,16). 	 

			On the other hand, this entire discussion is considered unimportant by some saints. And others flatly refuse to discuss it. It is very important to them to believe that the pre-tribulation rapture is true; for them it is important to maintain harmony at all costs and at the expense of discussing Scripture. For a few, the details of Scripture give them a headache—why study it? However, Scripture should hold sway for us all, because it is an important part of the whole counsel of God. 

			Some refuse to discuss it, because for them controversy of any kind in the church is to be avoided. Yet, to refrain from discussion leaves in place discrimination against brothers and sisters in Christ, because imminency and the pre-tribulation rapture are still prominent in their doctrinal statements though these are stunningly unproven contentions. Agreeing to these propositions are mandatory to be able to serve in these churches.

			

			Despite those who don’t want controversy of any kind, Paul taught these things to very young-in-the-Lord believers anyway. So, why should we hesitate to dive in? To hesitate is the second part of the *spell* that has been cast
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