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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder



	!?

	interesting move



	?!

	dubious move



	#

	mate



	ch

	championship



	zt

	zonal tournament



	izt

	interzonal tournament



	ct

	candidates tournament



	tt

	team tournament



	ol

	olympiad



	m

	match









Preface

Chess players are praised for their ability to look ahead, formulate a clear plan, and act accordingly. And rightly so. Our beautiful game is the perfect learning environment for becoming a strategic expert. But what should a chess player do to reach such a level? It starts with playing many games and analysing them carefully afterwards. At the same time, you should learn from the best by studying the games of the world’s strongest players and gradually build their techniques into your play.

100 strategic exercises

Deducting useful lessons from top-level games can be a real challenge since most of the decisions are taken subconsciously and can easily stay under the surface. Luckily, you are not on your own. I have created 100 strategic exercises from the games of the most recent World Chess Champions, from Bobby Fischer to Ding Liren. Solving these exercises will help every ambitious club player to better construct their own plans in a chess game.

This book teaches you how to:

• improve your worst-placed piece;

• exploit a lead in development;

• make the right piece trade;

• create a strong square;

• discover your opponent’s weakest spot;

• use an open file;

• launch a powerful pawn break;

• open up the position when needed;

and much more.

Take it slow

You will get the most out of this book if you take your time and solve the exercises one by one. I advise you to put the positions on a chessboard and only write down your answer when you would have been ready to play the key move in a real game. Afterwards, you can compare your solution to the game analysis on the backside of the page. You can be very proud of yourself if you have found the World Chess Champion’s move! If not? Even better. This means that you have learned something! I recommend you to mark these exercises and retry them later.


Have fun!

I sincerely hope you will enjoy solving the exercises, and I wish you all the best in your chess career! If you have any comments regarding this book or stories to tell about how you were able to apply your new skills in your games, please feel free to reach out to me at chesstoolbox@outlook.com.

Now let’s see if you can come up with the same plan as a World Champion did!

Good luck!

Thomas Willemze

Haarlem, June 2023






PART 1

Bobby Fischer

1.1 Introduction

Our World Chess Champion Strategy Training kicks off with Bobby Fischer (1943-2008). He gained the title in 1972 after beating Boris Spassky in what has to be the most famous chess match that was ever held. ‘I believe in good moves!’ was a typical Fischer quote and he certainly made a lot of them during his career.

Fischer was famous for his incredible fighting spirit and the fact that he never shied away from a confrontation. When I started analysing his games, I expected to find many complex attacks, but eventually, his flawless technique stood out. Fischer always seemed to be in control, and it is amazing to see how sound his games were – even when you check them with modern engines. In this introduction, I will show you two typical Fischer games. In the first one, he carefully builds up a kingside attack before he overpowers his opponent. The second game is a clean, technical win where Fischer uses an outpost to dominate an open file and demonstrates how you can have too much space when you run out of pieces.

1.1.1 Smooth kingside attack

Bobby Fischer

Oscar Panno

Buenos Aires 1970 (8)

1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 e6 3.d3 ♘c6 4.g3 g6 5.♗g2 ♗g7 6.0-0 ♘ge7 7.♖e1 d6

[image: Images]

8.c3

Fischer likes to keep things simple in the opening. Instead of rushing into concrete play, he first develops his pieces and calmly builds up a strong centre.

8...0-0

This standard move gives Fischer the central control that he was aiming for. Nowadays, most players opt for the more challenging move 8...e5.

9.d4 cxd4 10.cxd4 d5

In hindsight, it would have been wiser for Black to keep the centre fluid with 10...♕b6. The text move gives Fischer his desired closed centre, which enables him to initiate a kingside attack.

11.e5 ♗d7 12.♘c3 ♖c8

[image: Images]

13.♗f4

Fischer overprotects the important e5-pawn to discourage the move ...f7-f6. This pawn break is Black’s only way to open up the centre and, therefore, a very important defensive resource.

13...♘a5 14.♖c1

Note how Fischer first takes prophylactic measures on the queenside before directing his pieces towards the black king.

14...b5 15.b3 b4 16.♘e2 ♗b5 17.♕d2 ♘ac6

[image: Images]

18.g4!

This is the most precise way to get the kingside attack started. 18.h4 is met by 18...♘f5!, after which it becomes difficult for White to make progress because 19.g4 runs into 19...♘xh4!.

18...a5 19.♘g3

Black really needed the f5-square to organize his defence. It is now up to Fischer to slowly but surely build up an irresistible attack.

19...♕b6 20.h4 ♘b8 21.♗h6 ♘d7

[image: Images]

22.♕g5 ♖xc1 23.♖xc1 ♗xh6 24.♕xh6 ♖c8 25.♖xc8+ ♘xc8 26.h5!

Fischer softens Black’s pawn structure before sending in his pieces.

26...♕d8 27.♘g5 ♘f8

This position could have been an exercise.

[image: Images]

How did Fischer bring in an extra attacker?


28.♗e4!

After this brilliant move, Fischer will have either the bishop or an extra knight available for his attack.

28...♕e7

28...dxe4 loses quickly after 29.♘3xe4 ♘e7 30.♘f6+ ♔h8 31.♘xf7#.

29.♘xh7!

The attackers are in place. The next step is to create an entrance towards the black king.

29...♘xh7 30.hxg6 fxg6 31.♗xg6

[image: Images]

31...♘g5

31...♕g7 32.♗xh7+ ♕xh7 33.♕xe6+ wins the knight and the game.

32.♘h5 ♘f3+ 33.♔g2 ♘h4+ 34.♔g3 ♘xg6 35.♘f6+ ♔f7 36.♕h7+

Black resigned in view of 36...♔f8 37.♕g8#.

This game taught us that there is no need to hurry if you want to crush your opponent in a kingside attack. You will get the best results if you first start controlling or closing the centre and ensure your opponent cannot develop any counterplay.

1.1.2 Outpost and space ‘advantage’

Wolfgang Unzicker

Bobby Fischer

Varna ol 1962 (7)

[image: Images]

White has just traded two sets of minor pieces and is ready to play against the ‘bad’ bishop on e7. However, it turns out that the white knight is the real poor piece and, more importantly, that Fischer can take advantage of the open a-file.

19...♖a4!

Making use of an outpost is a very important technique in the fight for the open file. An effective outpost is one where a trade would harm your opponent. In this concrete position, White is unable to take the rook on a4 because 20.♖xa4 bxa4 loses the b2-pawn. This means that the black rook can stay on a4 for the moment, and Fischer can soon add more pressure by placing a queen or a second rook on the a-file.

20.c3 ♕a6 21.h3 ♖c8 22.♖fe1 h6 23.♔h2


[image: Images]

Fischer’s major pieces have reached promising squares. It is now time to activate the ‘bad’ bishop.

23...♗g5!

The a-file is not White’s only concern in this position. White has a lot of space but no pieces to protect that space! Especially the dark squares are extremely vulnerable, as Fischer is soon going to highlight.

24.g3

Aiming for 25.h4 in order to chase the bishop away.

24...♕a7!

White is too late. Fischer’s rooks are unleashed and are about to enter the white ranks with deadly force.

25.♔g2

[image: Images]

25...♖a2!

The rook enters the second rank, and the game is almost over.

26.♔f1 ♖xc3 0-1

Remember how Fischer used an outpost to increase the pressure on his opponent and how he turned his opponent’s space ‘advantage’ into a liability by manoeuvring his pieces towards the critical squares.

1.1.3 Conclusion

Fischer was a very technical player with an incredible fighting spirit. This introduction already showed us how a closed centre can help you to build up a kingside attack without allowing any form of counterplay by your opponent. We also witnessed how you can use an open file to dominate your opponent and how you can exploit your opponent’s weaknesses. There is more to come in the exercise section.

Good luck!

 


1.2 Exercises – Exercise 1

Julio Salas Romo

Bobby Fischer

Santiago de Chile 1959 (8)
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How did Fischer materialize his control over the c-file?

 


 1) Salas Romo–Fischer

Santiago de Chile 1959 (8)

[image: Images]

Fischer has already taken two important steps in the fight for the open c-file. His rook is placed on the open file, and his dark-squared bishop controls c1 to prevent the white rook from

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OEBPS/images/img_box.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_box1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p009.jpg






OEBPS/images/img_p006.jpg
n] 4 <]
o <04
<] -q <]
-3 - <18
3 - <13
< -4 <] <
-1 <
n] o4 <

abcdefgh





OEBPS/images/img_p010-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p010-3.jpg
@.l@m <J

ajeq < ]

iy
AN ot <] |
A «d D

) a1f +4 <
<






OEBPS/images/img_p011-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p012-1.jpg
o GO






OEBPS/images/img_p010-2.jpg
8 | -

1x{ =g
L ¢

2 -

<

<] g
< (l<d
Sl

< B

q <]






OEBPS/images/img_p011-1.jpg
P e IG5 D
<]

J) -4 <]
(<]

a1} g <]
o






OEBPS/images/img_p014-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p010-4.jpg
o 5 <]
CINE PGS
] <
o <]
Eil ot <]
«

< g <J
- <






OEBPS/images/img_p012-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/img_p013-1.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
From Bobby Fischer to Ding Liren

NEW iN CHESS





