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        Valentine’s Day.

        The most annoying day of the year, especially for the Goddess of Love and Romance.

      

      

      Val’s skills are in high demand, and never more so than on Valentine’s Day. She’s spent years working across the realms, bringing together lifemates and lovers, offering first and second and even third chances at love and romance.

      

      In all those years, though, she’s never experienced the romance herself. So many sweethearts, love spells and romantic shenanigans, all of them focused on others and none for her. This year, though, Val is taking drastic measures to ensure things are different.

      

      She’s going on vacation. To Hotel Shenanigans. Earth side. Let the shenanigans begin.
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      “OH, COME ON, Val. You can’t take a vacation now!”

      “I don’t see why not.” Val continued packing, refusing to slow for even a minute. That was how her last three vacations became working staycations, because she kept slowing down to listen to her brother. Well, no more!

      “It’s our busiest time of the year! And you’re critical to mission success.”

      “Which is exactly why I need a vacation.” Val leaned her weight on the suitcase and wrestled the zipper closed. Flush with victory, she dragged the suitcase off the bed, setting it upright on the floor, then grabbed the matching shoulder bag and stalked into the bathroom. She scooped a bunch of cosmetics right off the counter into her bag, collected additional bottles from the shower, tossed in her hairbrush and zipped that bag closed as well.

      “It’s the most romantic time of the year, Val. You can’t just walk away.”

      Val rolled her eyes and shoved past her brother. “Like you’ve ever given a damn about romance, Q.”

      “What are you talking about? It’s the family business! Of course, I care.”

      “Okay, let me rephrase that. You care about romance as long as you don’t have to work at it.”

      Q gasped. “How can you say that? I work in the business too, you know!”

      Val raised a brow at Q. “Really? Because I’m pretty sure your definition of work is me doing all the work while you’re busy flirting your way through the male and female populations of all the realms!”

      “That’s the point, isn’t it? Romance. Love. I bring it to the masses!”

      Val groaned. “I hate to break it to you, Cupid, but an hour banging some hot guy in a bar’s bathroom is not the definition of love!”

      “Hey, that hot guy walked out of that bar and met his true love the very next week.”

      “And how exactly do you think that happened, huh? That poor guy ended up on the broken hearts list and guess who had to clean up that mess? Me!”

      Q let out a huff. “That’s because you’re good at that kind of thing, Val. You’re organized and⁠—”

      “Seriously? Do you have any idea how difficult that romance was to manage? I had to hustle and figure out who his true mate was, then arrange for them to accidentally run into each other, which, by the way, wasn’t exactly easy considering they were living in different realms at the time. And after all that work, who do you think got the credit for that epic romance?”

      “Well, of course, I got the credit. I’m Cupid, the god of fornication!”

      “And I’m Valentine, the demoness of romance! I’m the one bringing the love to Valentine’s Day and all the other days of the year, I might add. But has anyone heard of me? No! They’re too busy talking about Cupid and his stupid bow and arrow.”

      “Hey. My bow and arrow are awesome, thank you very much, though I do hate those idiotic pictures of me as a baby with wings. Humans are just ridiculous sometimes. And my arrow is not that small!”

      Val snickered. Seriously, that had been the best practical joke ever. Who knew it would take off like that, spreading not just through the realms, but across all the timelines as well? Thankfully, Q had never figured out that his sister was the one who had whispered a bit of inspiration to the human who started it all. The next thing any of them knew, there were Cupids everywhere.

      Of course, that had backfired too. Suddenly her brother was getting all the credit for the romances she was arranging. While he was slinging his arrows for sexual satisfaction, she was whispering words of love down the many timelines and pathways across the realms, creating romance while he generated chaos.

      But who got the credit for all those happily ever afters?

      Cupid.

      And Disney.

      “Seriously, Val, we need you.”

      “Forget it.” Val grabbed her purse, shoulder bag and suitcase and headed for the door.

      “Valentine’s Day is next week! We’ll never survive the holiday without you. Valentine!”

      Val paused at the door, then shook her head and walked out.

      “Val, please!”

      “Sorry, Q. This year, you’re on your own.” She slung her bags into the trunk of her car and headed for the driver’s side.

      “But where are you going? How will we get in touch if we need you?” Q demanded.

      Val grinned at him over the top of her car. “Hotel Shenanigans, of course.”

      Q scowled. “That tells me nothing! There are Shenanigans in every realm. Please say you’re at least staying on the demon side of the hotel.”

      “Now why would I do that? This is a vacation, remember?”

      “So which realm are you visiting?”

      “Not sure yet. Maybe all of them.” She winked and climbed into the car.

      “All of them!” Q tried the passenger door and when he found it locked, knocked on the window.

      At this point, Val had to admit she was rather enjoying torturing her brother, so she rolled down the window. “Yes?”

      “You can’t possibly be planning to visit all the realms. You don’t have enough vacation time!”

      “Well, considering I’ve never taken a real vacation, I could conceivably take the year off, if I wanted.”

      Q let out a gasp of horror.

      Val giggled. “Oh, don’t worry, Q. I’ll be back before you know it.”

      His face brightened with hope.

      “Not before Valentine’s Day, of course. Actually, probably not even before St. Patrick’s Day, but soon enough.”

      “At least tell me where you’re going so that our parents don’t freak out.”

      Val rolled her eyes. “I told you. I’m not sure. Definitely the Fairy Mall. I need some relaxation. From there?” She shrugged. “Who knows? Maybe earth.”

      Q looked entirely too relieved at that possibility, which was just ridiculous. Earth was one of the most interesting, not to mention dangerous, realms of them all, but Q never stayed in one place long enough to figure those things out. He was always moving on to the next score.

      Still. She couldn’t possibly leave him feeling relieved. That wouldn’t do at all! With this in mind, she added, “Or maybe the dragon realm,” and had the satisfaction of watching her brother’s eyes widen with horror before she took off with a screech of tires, heading north toward Hotel Shenanigans.

      The demon side, of course.
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      “VALENTINE!” GREGOR, THE demon working the front counter gave her a salacious grin as she walked up to him. “What in all the realms are you doing here? Planning to follow in your brother’s footsteps and spread the love in person this year?”

      Val grimaced at the thought. “Not even close. Taking a vacation, you know, getting away from it all.”

      “Wait. What?” Gregor exclaimed, a look of horror crossing his face.

      Silence spread through the lobby as demons turned to stare.

      Val rolled her eyes. “Vacation. Surely you’ve heard of it. You run a hotel, after all.”

      “Yes, but next week is Valentine’s Day. You can’t go on vacation now!”

      “I don’t see why not. My brother can surely handle things in my absence.”

      “Are you joking?” Gregor roared.

      Val let out a huff of exasperation. Demons. They could be so damn hysterical sometimes.

      “Oh, Val, darling, I-I really don’t think that’s a very good idea.” Serafina slid up to the counter to stand at Val’s side. “Really. Let’s think about this. Maybe next month you can⁠—”

      “Next month?” Val whirled on Serafina. “That’s what everyone said last year. Only then it was St. Paddy’s Day and I couldn’t possibly abandon the leprechauns and the Irish and the Americans and the faeries and the dragons—I don’t even know why the dragons celebrate St. Paddy’s Day, unless it’s because of all the liquor—but regardless, apparently love is necessary to keep that much alcohol from causing endless heartbreak. So I was stuck, wasn’t I?

      “And everyone said next month again, only then it was spring when everyone was procreating like mad and somehow I was necessary for that as well, which is ridiculous because it’s always spring somewhere in the realms. Then it was summer and everybody was taking vacations, which is also ridiculous because people take vacations all the time, but we all know that vacations are when families fall apart—too much togetherness or something like that—so romance is a necessity then as well, so demon knows I couldn’t possibly take a vacation when everyone else was.

      “And then before I knew it, it was the holidays, first in the dragon realm, then in the fairy realm, then in the troll realm, then in the earth realm, and I couldn’t possibly abandon Cupid during the oh-so-important holidays, even though it’s holidays somewhere all the time, so I stuck around some more and what do you know, suddenly I’m barreling toward Valentine’s Day, again, and yet another year has passed without a single vacation day. And before you try to convince me that’s not so long, how about twenty-seven years? That’s right! Me! Valentine, the goddess of love and romance, hasn’t been on a vacation in almost three decades. I’m so busy spreading the love and romance, there’s none left
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