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ONE: THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS
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Christians, above all others, should be able to appreciate the great importance of small things, made and used so much by our Creator. It is interesting to notice in Scripture the element of smallness in many of the divine miracles. An example is the manna: “there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground” (Exodus 16:14), typical no doubt of the Bread of Life.

In Elijah’s day, a little cake was made for him by a widow from her small resources of a little oil and a handful of flour. She thought her gesture would empty the bin and the jug for good, but her faithful willingness resulted in the divine promise: “The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the LORD sends rain ...” (1 Kings 17:14). Elijah, the widow, and her son fed from the same jar and bin many days (v.15). The testimony of a little girl led to the miraculous cleansing of Naaman the leper (2 Kings 5); the sacrifice of a little boy enabled the Lord Jesus to feed miraculously more than five thousand people with five barley loaves and two small fish (John 6:9).

God has made a brain for us, a comparatively small organ of the human body whose function and complexity confound the greatest of minds. Scientists tell us that the brain has ten million nerve cells for recording things we learn. “The information travels inside us at speeds of up to 300 miles per hour over a network of nerve fibres 100,000 miles long” states one report. We could go on to write of the miracle of the tiny dew drop, the blade of grass, the wheat kernel, the ant; all wonderful examples of God’s purpose in small things. But certain spiders deserve special mention for they were recently responsible for creating a phenomenon in the U.S.A. which puzzled many people. When they wish to migrate, families of spiders weave huge webs, some 20 feet long, and use them to float to their destinations.

In a similar way, Agur the son of Jakeh was impressed by the wisdom of “four things which are little on the earth, but they are exceedingly wise: The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their food in the summer; The rock badgers are a feeble folk, yet they make their homes in the crags; the locusts have no king, yet they all advance in ranks. The spider skillfully grasps with its hands, and it is in kings’ palaces” (Proverbs 30:24-28). We, too, may gain much wisdom in considering God’s ways in taking up very small things for the progress of His great purposes.
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TWO: MY WORK IS FOR THE KING (PART ONE)
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There is a man in the Bible who lost his life through jealousy and rebellion. If his sights had been raised to the devotional level of his descendants, he would have been a happy, contented man of vision. Our contrast is between Korah, whose death is recorded in Numbers 16, and the sons of Korah for whom Psalm 45 was written probably 400 years later. Korah’s heart was filled with haughtiness, discontent, ambition and bitterness which led to such tragic circumstances that his name is linked with two of history’s worst reprobates, Cain and Balaam, in the short letter by Jude in the New Testament.

But the sons of Korah sing from hearts that are not only filled but bubbling over with gracious, beautiful, loving; joyful things concerning the king, for that is the meaning of “goodly” in Psalm 45:1. If only Korah had said, “My work is for a king” (v.1 Revised Version margin); what a different outcome there could have been. But he had things in wrong perspective; his sights were not raised above his discontent and selfish ambitions. The sad conclusion is that his work was for himself.

The sight which greeted Nehemiah when he arrived at Jerusalem after a wearying journey of months, would have broken the spirit of many other great men. Untouched rubble, burned gates, broken wall, and a dispirited people. Chaos in contrast to the orderly array of the palace and environs of Shushan, which he had left. Instead of despair or defeat, he met the enormity of the task in the spirit of the words: “My work is for the King”. Before he ventured out from Shushan he had spent time in the King’s presence weeping, mourning, fasting, praying, and pleading with Him to remember the promise to His people if they returned to the land (Nehemiah 1:9). 

It is no surprise, then, to hear from such a man these words: “... the hand of my God which was good upon me ... then they set their hands to this good work (Nehemiah 2:18) ... So we built the wall ... So we laboured in the work; and half of the men held the spears from daybreak till the stars appeared (Nehemiah 4:6,21) ... Indeed, I continued the work (5:16) ... So the wall was finished ... in fifty-two days” (Nehemiah 6:15). Against mockings, tauntings, threats, and devious plots by the enemy, Nehemiah and his people completed a memorable task against almost insurmountable odds. They climbed their Mount Everest and reached the top. Their flag might have said, “Excelsior”, but instead it read, “My work is for the King”. Let us then rejoice! Let our hearts overflow with joy, grace, beauty - the “goodly things”! The Lord reigns! My work is for the King!
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THREE:  MY WORK IS FOR THE KING (PART TWO)
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A missionary to China wrote home to his parents outlining his grim prison ordeal. The details were not pleasant, but each paragraph ended with the triumphant words: “The Lord reigns”. This was the way he kept things in perspective. He recognized with the Psalmist: “...my work is for a king”. When our earliest Christian forbears were challenged to declare: “Caesar is king”, they replied: “Jesu Christos Rex”, Jesus Christ is King! Their bold assertion led to death in the arena, torture at the stake, or being stretched mercilessly on the rack. Instead of slowing down progress in the gospel and the truth, it seemed to accelerate it, to the ire of their Roman tormentors. These Christian disciples did not need to declare “my work is for the King”, for their very lives proclaimed it.

What of today’s spiritual royal family? Those who comprise the little flock, to whom was given the kingdom (Luke 12:32) - those proclaimed by Peter as a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9)? We are not thrown into prison, tortured or massacred because we pledge our allegiance to Jesus as King. Yet, it is still essential that we recognize, and others know, that our work is for the King. It is so easy to be discouraged and depressed by society’s response to the word of God; easy for apathy, malaise to replace our former zeal; to lose faith in the effort of distributing leaflets, and in the personal work of sharing Christ with a desperate, needy world. Perhaps we need to convince ourselves on a personal basis that “my work is for the King”.

On the positive side, there are Christians who cheerfully fill jobs which need more grace than others. Nursing care, for example, in the home, in hospital, or at geriatric centres, where very unpleasant tasks have to be undertaken. How depressing and discouraging such work can be if it is not undertaken in the spirit of “my work is for the King”. This realization, with all its encouragement, enables us to bring our lives into perspective, with the added help in these words of Paul: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58).
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FOUR: TOO HARD FOR THE LORD? (PART ONE)
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Christians can become discouraged and even downright pessimistic over the possibility of wayward children of God being restored to a life of fruitful service. They forget the bright ray of hope which the Lord Jesus provides in telling of the father’s eagerness to forgive his repentant prodigal son. The words: “his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him” (Luke 15:20) reflect also the eagerness of our heavenly Father to forgive and restore His repentant ones. 

“There is forgiveness with You”, cried David (Psalm 130:4). “... Return to the Lord, and He will have mercy ... and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon”, said Isaiah (Isaiah 55:7). “Her sins which are many are forgiven”, declared the Lord Jesus (Luke 7:47). “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”, proclaimed John (1 John 1:9). What clearer evidence do we need than these remarkable scriptural assurances to confirm God’s willingness to forgive and restore?

Proof that backsliders can be restored was vividly portrayed at the bedside of a dying Christian. His father was a godly man who had served his generation well; the son was a baptized disciple but he left the church after a gradual drift away from spiritual things through family tragedy and discouragement. “The seat in the assembly circle is empty long before the person leaves” is a cryptic, yet true statement, and it was so in this man’s case. When he left God’s people, the drift away from the Lord was most perceptible. He was in Christ, but he was not enjoying the abiding life of fruitfulness. His occupation was the dangerous one of a firefighter, but it did not seem to occur to him that each day he was but a step away from death; that there was the daily risk of being ushered into the divine presence with so many things unreconciled with His Master. It was that insidious enemy of cancer which proved to be the blessing in disguise. Doctors and nurses could not help any more and they sent him home to die. 

That was when the message came and we paid our memorable visit. He was happy to be reminded of the love of the Lord Jesus, to be assured that failure and folly could be forgiven. He asked us to read to him from his father’s Bible. It was a well-worn, well-read, well-marked book; a cherished heritage. We prayed together, and we returned the following night at his request. That proved to be the last occasion, for he later lapsed into a coma and passed away. Another wanderer had come home confessing: “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight: I am no more worthy to be called your son” (Luke 15:21). He had known forgiveness and acceptance. It was a joy to give such a testimony at his funeral.
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FIVE:  TOO HARD FOR THE LORD?  (PART TWO)
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Speaking of things that seem too hard, what shall we say of Peter, the tempted, failing disciple who betrayed his Lord? Tears of repentance led to a mighty restoration. God used him to bring thousands to the Lord on the day of Pentecost. “And when you have returned to me, strengthen your brethren” (Luke 22:32); Peter fulfilled this desire of his Lord in a very practical way. In contrast Paul lamented over Demas who “has forsaken me, having loved this present world” (2 Timothy 4:10). The end of Demas’ life is hidden from us, but we can only think of it with sadness. There are many known to us who have drifted away from the Lord and His things. Are we praying for them? Assuring them of our prayers? Sending them a booklet or a little message from the Lord? Seeking their restoration in the spirit of the eagerness of our forgiving God? This is a service for God which needs wisdom, compassion; but it is an important work for there is a life at stake, a life that is being wasted. 

A good start is to tell the wayward ones that we are praying for their restoration; let us tell them also of God’s cry to the Israelite who had shamefully left the Lord for a life of sin. “Will you not from this time cry to Me, ‘My Father, You are the guide of my youth?’ (Jeremiah 3:4). It is almost as though God is teaching the backslider, the Israelite idol worshipper, how to pray, by putting into his mouth these wonderful words of pleading and restoration, “My Father, You are the guide of my youth”. This might well be the acknowledgement of all our hearts.

Dr. Robert Morrison, medical missionary to China, was a living testimony to a Christian mother’s ceaseless prayers for her two wayward sons. While she remained in Scotland one son went to the USA, became a heavy drinker of alcohol, and a mocker of Christians. He would wait for the congregation to leave an evangelical church in Chicago and would taunt them with his offers of alcohol. He was considered a hopeless case. But the mother’s prayers, and the Spirit’s pleading, brought him under the conviction of sin. One night he was awakened out of sleep, and as a trembling sinner he came to Christ. 

He became one of God’s good men, and subsequently returned home to convey to his mother the good news of her answered prayers for him. Overjoyed, Mrs Morrison invited her son to join with her in continued prayer for the son Robert, also a wayward lad. Unknown to the praying couple, Robert was brought under conviction on the deck of a ship in the China Sea. God caused him to review his mother’s Christian influence on him as a boy and her continual prayers for his salvation. The Holy Spirit brought him to a realization of his need of Christ and he was born again. Returning to Scotland, he gave himself to the study of the Scriptures and medicine, and he dedicated his life to China as a medical missionary. “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14).
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SIX: THE GOD OF THE UNEXPECTED
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Christians are startled when the Lord works in a way which is opposite to what they expect. We get into a rut, and often we follow a ritual of expectancy which allows for no change; then suddenly we wake up and find His word being fulfilled: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the LORD” (Isaiah 55:8). 

Did you know that our God is the God of the paradox? In the days of the Lord people were amazed when a man was healed and his sins were forgiven. “We have seen strange things today!”, they said (Luke 5:26). We get our word paradox from this word “strange”. The Lord did something contrary to human expectation, something extraordinary, and people were gripped by amazement. Some years ago, a single verse of poetry was found written on the wall of a room in a mental hospital. It was not written by the author, for the words were first penned more than three centuries before. And today this verse forms part of a beautiful hymn which Christians delight to sing.


“Could we with ink the ocean fill,

And were the skies of parchment made;

Were every stalk on earth a quill,

And every man a scribe by trade;

To write the love of God above

Would drain the ocean dry;

Nor could the scroll contain the whole.

Though stretched from sky to sky.”


These words were said to have been composed by a Jewish rabbi, and God has allowed them to be preserved to console redeemed hearts, and to bring sinners to Christ. They were quoted one night by a preacher, and a derelict who heard them phoned to ask if it could possibly be true that God would love a wicked sinner like himself. The message of love was preached over the phone, and the listening sinner was saved. Strange? Yes. Paradoxical? Only to us, for “God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform”.
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SEVEN: WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO THOSE SHIELDS?
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They were of immense value, and they hung for years on the walls of Solomon’s sumptuous palace in the woods. There were 300 shields in all, and each weighed three “minas” (about 10 pounds, according to 1 Kings 10:17). They were made of fine gold, and at today’s value one of those shields would be worth about $160,000 dollars. Three hundred shields, then, represented a fortune of approximately $50 million dollars. The golden shields might have been to Solomon a symbol of divine protection. The Hebrew word used here for shield is the same as that used in God’s promise to Abram. “Do not be afraid, Abram: I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward” (Genesis 15:1). The meaning of the word is strength, protection, defence against an enemy.

Solomon’s reign ended in decline and there was no improvement in the spiritual condition of Judah during the reign of his son, Rehoboam. “Now Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, more than all that their fathers had done.” (1 Kings 14:22). Their evil included the worshipping of idols in secluded places, the tolerance of homosexual acts, and many other abominations learned from the nations around. It is no surprise therefore to know of the ease with which Egypt’s king Shishak invaded Jerusalem, robbing the Temple of its treasures and stripping the walls of Solomon’s house of its 300 shields of fine gold. 

Where were the guardians of the king’s domain while this was going on? What happened to the shields? Taken back to Egypt, no doubt, and used for the boastful claim of the enemy’s prowess over a weakened people of God. And what did Rehoboam do? Replace the shields? Yes, but not with fine gold. He had shields made of copper, and they did not fill the empty place on the walls of the king’s house, but were kept in the chamber of the guards. There is no record of their active use against an enemy (1 Kings 14:25-28); and no attempt appears to have been made to recover the original shields. Such was the debilitated physical and spiritual health of the king and his people.

There must be a lesson in this for those who belong to the Israel of God today (Galatians 6:16). Our battles are spiritual, and are against the hosts of wickedness guided by God’s arch-enemy, Satan. Our shields are the visible testimony to our faith in a living Lord who is able to keep us, protect us, guard us. How is this possible? By living for Him through the power of His word and the help of the Spirit. 

Are our shields, the symbols of our trust in God, on display? Or have they been torn down by the enemy? Have they been replaced by something inferior which we keep handy if needed? The king of Egypt is an illustration of Satan in his control of society - “the whole world lies under the sway of the evil one” (1 John 5:19). By subtle attractions, and keeping us preoccupied with things material, he is endeavouring to break down our dependence on the Lord. He wants to deprive us of our benefits in Christ If he can snatch away our faith, our joy, our loyalty to the Truth; if he can encourage us to neglect prayer, assembly gatherings, spiritual exercises, distributing leaflets, caring for a young people’s class, and reading the word; he will replace these things of eternal value with those of less importance. It will not be long then before it is evident that he has captured our shield of fine gold.

It is so easy for spiritual anaemia to afflict us all in these demanding days with their tension and pressure. Instead of being a people capable of doing exploits, we can quickly deteriorate into a people interested only in doing a minimum. What happened to Solomon’s shields is not now of great importance; but we should know about our own shield. Is it in its place? Have I checked lately? Has it been displaced? What is filling that gap on the wall? Serious questions for us all to answer.
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