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Author Description

The Upcycle Art and Craft Society (UAACS) is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting sustainable living through upcycle art and craft. UAACS envisions a world where waste is minimized, natural resources are conserved, and communities are empowered to create art and beauty from discarded materials.

Comprising a diverse group of artists, curators, designers, educators, and environmentalists who share a passion for upcycling and artistic presentation, UAACS brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the organization. Together, they work to raise awareness about the importance of sustainability in our society, to showcase the artistic possibilities of reducing waste, and to provide resources and support for upcycle artists and crafters.

Recognizing the growing interest in upcycle art and craft as a new industry, UAACS saw the need for a comprehensive guidebook that would provide practical guidance and inspiration for participants in this field. 'The Upcycle Artist's Handbook' is the result of UAACS's dedication to promoting upcycling as a viable and rewarding form of art and craft. With this book, UAACS aims to inspire readers to discover the joy of turning waste into beauty, giving discarded objects a second life, and contributing to the sustainable growth of the industry by building it into a business.

Join UAACS in contributing to a more sustainable future. Learn more about the organization and its mission at http://www.uaacs.org.
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Welcome to "The Upcycle Artist's Handbook: A Comprehensive Guide to Creating Art from Waste." This handbook serves as a comprehensive guide for artists, crafters, designers, and anyone interested in exploring the world of upcycling and creating sustainable, meaningful art.

With increasing materialism, overconsumption, and a disposable society, concerns for the environment and climate change are entering all aspects of life. Upcycling, the process of converting old or discarded materials into something new and of higher value, has become a buzzword for its environmental benefits, financial prospects, trendy lifestyle, and educational value.

In our grandmothers' day, objects were often repurposed when they passed their original designed lifetime. A worn-out curtain became a new dress, a garden chair was originally a fallen tree trunk, the mosaic tiles were made from a broken teapot... the list goes on. While these practices were primarily driven by needs out of scarcity, upcycling nowadays, quite the contrast, is led by overconsumption and a social mission.

This handbook covers the basic knowledge and principles of upcycle art and craft, practical industry guidelines, materials and techniques, case studies, strategies for turning upcycling into a profitable income stream, and the future outlook of the field.

It starts with an introduction to the concept of upcycling and its significance in today's world, where the need for environmental conservation is more pressing than ever. Then it covers the various materials and techniques used in upcycle art, including how to source and prepare materials, and how to turn them into beautiful, functional, and marketable artworks.

As an emerging art form, the upcycle art and craft industry desperately needs a set of guidelines in all aspects to ensure individuals' well-being, increase recognition, and promote continuous growth. The book also introduces several upcycle artists to demonstrate a diverse background, use of materials, and artistic styles to provide readers with valuable insights into the creative possibilities.

A valuable section covers a topic that is understated amongst most upcycle books in the market. These are the chapters on how to make upcycle art a business, from mindset readiness to ways of making money with upcycle art and craft to selling and branding. This section will definitely help you get started to put your hobby into a serious and profitable business.

The book concludes with an anticipation of the future development of upcycle art, intending to provide readers with a comprehensive understanding of the field and the potential it holds.

Without a predetermined art form, fixed materials, tools, or proven working techniques, this new trend of art is challenging yet attractively fun. It's full of imagination and experimental interest, and the sky is the limit.

Whether you are an experienced artist or a beginner, this book will provide you with the knowledge and inspiration you need to create your own unique and sustainable artworks. We hope this book can lead you into the fascinating world of upcycle art.
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From the Editorial Team,

Upcycle Art And Craft Society (UAACS)
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Chapter One - Understanding Upcycling
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We live in a world where convenience often comes at a cost. Our throwaway culture has led to a staggering amount of waste that ends up in landfills, polluting our planet for generations to come. But what if we could turn that waste into something beautiful? And what statement will you make with that piece of art you create from waste?

Upcycling is not just about creating something new from waste; it also challenges our beliefs on what is valuable and what is disposable. 

––––––––
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1.1 Definition

Upcycling, simply put, is the turning of waste, used or old stuff, and transforming it into functional or creative items. This process, also known as creative reuse and repurpose, convert waste materials, discarded items,  cast-off,  found objects, and useless products into new materials or products of better quality or a higher environmental value.

Today’s society generates an enormous amount of waste.  Mass production, materialization, fast trends, overconsumption, the need for convenience, and disposable buying behaviors all lead to this phenomenon.  Most products have a much shorter use lifetime before they are discarded and dumped into landfills.

The practice of upcycling is an innovative and sustainable approach to waste management, as it helps to conserve resources and reduce the amount of waste that ends up in landfills. Upcycling can be applied to a wide range of materials, including fabrics, plastics, metals, papers, electronics, and even food waste.

In addition to its environmental benefits, upcycling can also have a positive impact on communities and individuals. Upcycling can help to create jobs, stimulate local economies, and foster creativity and innovation. It can also help to raise awareness about the importance of waste reduction and sustainability.

Upcycling is not limited to just the environment, It has many interrelated aspects such as art, culture, design, and social. Many people use upcycling as a form of self-expression and creativity through art and design. Upcycling projects can also serve as a means of preserving cultural heritage and tradition by repurposing traditional techniques, materials, and designs. Upcycling is a growing trend that is being embraced by individuals, communities, and businesses around the world.

––––––––
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1.2 The Trash Problems

Around the world, tons of garbage are discarded every minute, only a small portion goes to the recycling process, and most end up in landfills.  The problem with trash is a global issue and affects us in many aspects.  Dealing with garbage is increasingly pressing to human’s futures.

1.2.1 Human Health and Safety

There are some negative impacts on human health directly resulting from trash disposal.  Poor hygiene conditions from landfills and even city garbage piles become perfect homes for flies, mosquitoes, rats, and cockroaches which carry diseases and viruses around.

Medical waste, like hypodermic needles, is a high concern because it can spread infections and diseases. Tobacco products, another example, make up more than one-third of existing litter. If a lit cigarette is dropped onto the ground, it can cause a forest fire.

Cigarettes are also full of toxic chemicals such as cadmium, lead, and arsenic, which can contaminate the surrounding environment. If children or animals find and eat cigarette butts, they can be poisoned. 

When plastic water bottles slowly break down, they can release DEHA, a type of carcinogen that can cause reproductive problems, liver issues, and weight loss.

Moreover, air pollution, underwater, and soil contamination resulting from trash lead to a lot of human health problems such as respiration and digestive sickness.

1.2.2 Landfill Volume

Approximately 80-90% of trash globally ends up in landfills. Landfills take up a lot of space and are always fast expanding.  They can take up valuable living space, as they are often located near cities and built on land that could be used for other purposes such as housing or agriculture. Some landfills have sadly become the largest human-made structures in the world, overtaking some symbolic human civilizations such as the Giza Pyramid in Egypt.

[image: 1.2 landfill]

Landfills are sources of air pollution and they release odors that may be hazardous or even toxic in some cases.  Poorly built landfills may also pollute underground water sources or emit wastewater into the ocean.  And the carbon dioxide emitted from landfill contributes to enhanced global warming. All these have a negative impact on the environment.

1.2.3 Garbage Does Not Decompose

Because air and water cannot reach the trash buried deep in the landfills, most garbage doesn’t decompose or at least the process is slowed down significantly compared to decomposition in the natural environment. This is because the conditions in landfills, such as lack of oxygen, high levels of moisture, and lack of sunlight, are not conducive to rapid decomposition. 

Many types of litter take years to break down, if they do so at all. Aluminum can, for example, could last more than 100 years in a landfill. The situation is getting worse with the increasing consumption of plastic and synthetic materials, many disposable items for one-off purposes, which take hundreds of years to decompose.

1.2.4 Soil Contamination

Landfills are designed to contain waste, but liquids (leachate) can still seep through the trash and into the ground. Leachate can contain harmful pollutants like heavy metals, pesticides, and toxic chemicals that can contaminate the soil and groundwater.

Newspapers or paper that contain ink can be toxic to the soil as well. If the garbage is dumped or not contained properly in a landfill it will contaminate the surrounding ground.

1.2.5 Air Contamination

When disposing of garbage that contains harmful chemicals such as bleach, acid, or oil,  it is important that it is disposed of in approved containers and labeled correctly. Sometimes paper, plastics, and other materials of garbage go to an incinerator, where it is burned to contaminate the air.  Also, the ashes still have to be disposed of, and they can be toxic. Over time the chemicals can build up in the ozone layer. If they contain toxic chemicals like dioxin they can reach the air that people breathe and cause a public health risk.

When organic materials like food waste and yard trimmings are disposed of in landfills, they release methane gases. Landfills are the third-largest source of methane emissions in the United States.  Together with open waste burning, they are major contributors of greenhouse gases (GHGs) and pose major health hazards, especially to our respiration system and neurological diseases, owing to the cocktail of air pollutants it discharges.  GHGs, destroy the earth’s ozone layer and contribute to significant climate changes or global warming.

1.2.6 Water Pollution

Litter in Earth's water supply from consumer and commercial use creates a toxic environment. The water is ingested by deer, fish, and a variety of other animals. The toxins may cause blood clotting, seizures, or serious medical issues that can kill animals. The toxic water may also kill off surrounding plant life on riverbanks and the bottom of a pond's ecosystem. When humans eat animals that have ingested compromised water supplies, they also can become sick.

1.2.7 Impact on Wildlife

Improper garbage disposal can have a negative impact on the environment and wildlife. Litter can contaminate habitats for plants and animals, and can be dangerous for wildlife in various ways. For example, animals can get their heads stuck in jars or cups, or get tangled in string or netting, leading to suffocation or starvation. Broken glass can also cause cuts that may become infected. In addition, eating litter can lead to extreme illness or death in wildlife, as they may mistake it for food.

Littering along roads can also be dangerous for wildlife, as they may scavenge too close to the road and get hit by a vehicle.

1.2.8 Impact on Marine Life

Marine life is another victim as a result of the global increase and improper garbage disposal. Garbage dumped in the ocean can threaten marine life, contaminate sea bottom habitats, and reduce the numbers of fish and coral.

Marine animals such as fish and whales can ingest small plastic particles called microplastics, which can harm their health and lead to death. Litter such as old fishing lures, plastic bottles, rope, Styrofoam, cigarette butts, and fishing lines can also be consumed by marine animals, leading to the death of millions each year.

Dumping of raw or untreated sewage can also threaten marine life and animals that come in contact with the water, as it can form clusters or algal blooms that suffocate and contaminate sea bottom habitats, such as coral and fish. This not only destroys their habitat but also affects human consumption as fish and shellfish that have been fed in contaminated areas can reach fishermen and be caught for human consumption.

Marine pollution also has negative impacts on the economy and human health as it can reduce tourism, hinder commercial and recreational fishing, and threaten human health. Lost fishing nets can also interfere with navigation if they become wrapped around boat propellers and motors, and can kill fish through a process known as "ghost fishing”.

1.2.9 The Micro Plastic Issue

Microplastics are tiny fragments of plastic that are less than 5 mm in length and are formed when larger pieces of plastic degrade and break down into smaller pieces through natural processes such as weathering. They come from various sources such as cosmetics, clothing, automobiles, food packaging, and industrial processes.

Microplastics are virtually invisible to the human eye and can accumulate in the air, oceans, and terrestrial ecosystems, causing pollution and having a detrimental impact on human health.

Due to their small size, microplastics have a high probability of ingestion by various organisms and can accumulate in their bodies and tissues. They can also carry toxic chemicals from the ocean and runoff and can biomagnify up the food chain, causing health problems for the species that consume them.

Microplastics have also been found to build up in plants in terrestrial ecosystems. Research estimates that there are 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean.

Plastic absorbs toxic chemicals from the environment and can transport them to other environments as currents move the plastic. UV radiation and weathering break down plastic into smaller particles, which are then ingested by seabirds, fish, and whales and have been found in more than 100 aquatic species.

1.3 History and Development of Upcycling

The history of upcycling and repurposing materials to create art is a long one, dating back to ancient civilizations. Throughout history, people have used found and repurposed materials to create other useful items.

1.3.1 War Time

During times of war, scarcity, and poverty, people had to make their lives with whatever materials were available. This led to the practice of repurposing, reusing, and recycling materials. This is especially true during World War II when the scarcity of materials such as metal, rubber, and other resources was used creatively to make new things.

1.3.2 The 18th to 19th Century

The Industrial Revolution, which began in the 18th century and lasted into the 19th century, had a significant impact on the way society produces and consumes goods. It greatly increased the efficiency and scale of manufacturing, which led to the mass production of goods at a low cost. This, in turn, led to a culture of consumption and disposability, where goods were made to be used for a short period of time and then discarded. The concept of upcycling, which is the process of repurposing or reusing materials and goods to create something of higher value, was not as prevalent during this time.

1.3.2 Modern Days

In the 20th century, the environmental movement and the rise of consumer culture led to an increased awareness of the impact of waste and the need for sustainable practices. With the growing concerns of environmental degradation and depletion of resources, the practice of upcycling began to gain popularity again. Today, upcycling is seen as a way to reduce waste and conserve resources and is increasingly being incorporated into various industries, such as fashion, furniture, and electronic

The practice of upcycling is not a new one, it's a practice that has evolved throughout history and continues to evolve today, reflecting the changing values, needs, and perspectives of different cultures and societies.
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Chapter Two - Concepts and Applications of Upcycling
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As we become more aware of the impact of our consumption on the environment, the concepts of upcycling and recycling have gained increasing attention. While both involve repurposing waste, upcycling and recycling are not the same. Not only does upcycling reduce waste and conserve resources, but it can also have a positive social impact by creating new job opportunities and supporting local communities. The application areas of upcycling are vast and varied, from fashion and home decor to architecture and industrial design. 

2.1 Recycling and Upcycling

Although sometimes used interchangeably, recycling and upcycling are two different things. They have distinct definitions, principles, and focuses.

2.1.1 Definitions and Different

Recycling usually refers to the process of converting waste materials back into their raw state or into new products of similar function. For example, paper recycling is done by mechanically processing the materials into pulp which then become raw materials for other paper products.  Plastic waste is sorted according to its types,  grinned, washed, melted, and extracted into tiny plastic particles which are used to produce bottles, containers, and other items. The efficiency of recycling varies depending on the type of material being recycled. For example, paper can be recycled relatively easily, while plastic recycling can be more difficult because of the separation of polymers during the process.

Upcycling, on the other hand, is a more advanced form of recycling. It involves taking waste materials and repurposing them into something of higher value, with or without the need to add new materials. The upcycling process usually involves more creativity and imagination.

Upcycling is different from recycling in that it adds more value to the materials by changing their design, appearance, and function. This means that the materials are repurposed into something that is more useful or desirable than the original product. Examples of upcycling include turning old clothes into a quilt or repurposing a coffee can into a planter.

2.1.2 The 3Rs in Recycling

The principle of Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle is often called the "3Rs.".  This is a general concept of eco-living and waste reduction.

Reduce waste means choosing to reduce consumption in the first place, avoid impulse and excessive purchases and treasure things with care so as to reduce the amount of waste generated.

Reuse involves the repeated use of items or parts of items that still have usable aspects, avoid disposable products that only have a one-off usage time.

Recycle means the use of waste itself as a resource. Used items are collected, sorted, and go through the recycling process to return to their original raw material state which is then turned into brand-new finished products.  Recycling, although as appearing as it sounds, involves much energy, labor force, and many other resources in the process so it should come after reduction and reuse.

Waste minimization can be achieved in an efficient way by following the 3Rs and in that order: first do your best to "reduce" excessive consumption, followed by "reuse" materials and objects you already possessed, and finally "recycle"  materials rather than casing them into the trash.

[image: 3R recycle]

2.1.3 The 3Rs in Upcycling

Here we propose a new 3R principle applied to upcycling. Because upcycling means adding value to the materials or objects instead of just reinstating their original forms, the 3Rs in upcycling can be Rethink, Reform, and Reborn:

Rethink is more of a conceptual approach to upcycling. It involves reevaluating something and looking at an item from a new perspective. It means seeing the potential for repurposing, giving it a new function, or exploring other creative possibilities for that material. Before disposing of items or relics that appear to be past their useful life, it's important to exercise a little lateral thinking as almost anything can be used. The final outcome may require upcyclers to think outside the box and see with fresh eyes. So, think before you throw.

Reform involves physically altering the item, either by dismantling it, combining it with other materials, or using different techniques to change its form. This transformation of existing materials creates a new structure that better suits the artist's creative vision. There are numerous ways to reform found materials, with creativity and imagination being the keys.

Reborn is the final step when the upcycled item is given new life or purpose. In upcycling, you can always find beautiful and interesting ways to give cast-offs a second life. It's like a resurrection of objects that may have passed their original designed lifetime, or even given another new and valuable life.

Both 3Rs approaches of recycling and upcycling aim to reduce waste and promote sustainability.  Upcycling is more about finding new ways to use existing materials and creating new value, while recycling is about recovering materials for their original use or for new use.

[image: 3R upcycle]

2.2 Concept and Social Impact of Upcycling 

Upcycling is sometimes considered as a social movement as it is a collective effort by individuals and organizations to promote and implement the repurposing of discarded materials into new products and businesses.  It challenges the values of consumerism and materialism, which are often associated with capitalism. Upcycling is motivated by a desire to conserve resources, reduce waste, and create economic and environmental sustainability.

The social movement aspect of upcycling has been embraced by a growing number of individuals, organizations, businesses, communities, and governments around the world,  This includes not just reusing and recycling but also creating new value from waste materials. This type of activity creates awareness and consciousness among people and encourages them to become more environmentally conscious and to take action. Businesses are affected by this idea of a circular economy leading to new ways of product design, manufacturing, and market positioning. Government policies and programs are also developed in many cities and countries to promote and support upcycling initiatives.

The practice of upcycling has various positive social impacts:

2.2.1 Create Job Opportunities 

[image: 1.6 poverty]Economically, it can create jobs for individuals and communities. The number of people involved in the upcycling industry is increasing.  Whether some are doing it full-time to make a living, or part-time to supplement daily expenses, the new opportunities can build from minimal initial investment, easy start-up from surrounding materials available, and focusing on their own niche market. Basically, anyone can turn something they used into a little piece of handicraft, say weaving yarns from an old sweater into a warm scarf, and bring them to sell in a flea market or put online on Etsy. All needed is some creativity, craftsmanship, and consistent execution. 

2.2.2 Reduce Poverty

Upcycling is especially well adopted in developing countries due to relatively poor infrastructure, less education, and less financial support.  Upcyclers in Africa, for example, make a decent living by turning old rubber tires into slippers and sell on the street market. Others may turn plastic waste into bags, shoes, and other consumer goods. These small businesses in aggregate improve the poverty situation and improve the living standards of the country as a whole.

2.2.3 Develop Skill and Knowledge

An innovative way of thinking and production involved in upcycling demand for new skills.  Participants in the upcycling industry, whether driven by interest, social mission, or income and profit generated, are encouraged to be more creative thinking and trained to improve their skills along the way. They may find new functions for materials or new techniques in the process or develop new tools for specific tasks. The path of upcycling can be an exploring and exciting one.   

2.2.4 Provide Business Opportunities 

Factories, large or small scale, are also profiting from this new and increasing social awareness.  Some companies manufacture and export quality and artistic flooring from upcycling of discarded skateboards. Designers turned their aesthetic sense into making glass frames from used denim. Large corporations may find new market niches for their existing products by changing the packaging, using a different market positioning, and targeting a new market segment. While making profits for their shareholders, these industries provide job opportunities and open up new markets while making a positive impact on the environment, economy, and social well-being.

2.2.5 Reduce Waste Disposal

Upcycling started with the concept of environmental concern, so certainly it has an impact in this area. Upcycling aims to repurpose materials that would otherwise end up in landfills, as a result hopefully reducing waste disposal and the need for landfills as well as eliminating various negative environmental impacts as mentioned above. 

2.2.6 Arouse Social Awareness

Upcycling stress on self-substantiation, reusing materials, and treasuring the world’s resources.  This is a challenge or a wake-up call to the concept of over-consumption, materialism, and disposable living pattern. Along with many other coherent social phenomena e.g. minimization, tiny home trend, eco lifestyle, appreciation of hand-made products, and recyclable materials... all form changes in a lot of aspects like consumer behavior, art appreciation, architecture, fashion and packaging design, manufacturing process, etc. We believe this social awareness helps environmental conservation to head to a brighter future for humankind.

––––––––
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2.3 Application Areas  

The concept of upcycling transforming waste into new products has environmental and financial benefits.  Therefore it has been applied to various industries over the years.  Here are a few examples of how upcycling can be incorporated in different sectors.

2.3.1 Fashion and Textile Industry

Upcycling has gained a lot of momentum in the fashion industry in the past few years. The application in the textile industry involves taking old fabrics, worn clothing, and scraps of materials and turning them into new garments, home textiles, or other fabric items such as quilts, bags, or carpets.    

2.3.2 Furniture and Home Decor

Old or discarded furniture pieces may get their second life through restoration or repurposing. This can include repainting or reupholstering old chairs or tables, or turning an old dresser into a bookshelf. Reclaimed wood is also a good material to create flooring or cabinets.

2.3.3 Building and Construction Industry

The construction industry accounts for 40% of the waste generated on this planet by mainly six materials; brick, concrete, steel, glass, wood, and plastic. Upcycling in this sector can turn this enormous amount of waste into new building materials.  Crushed bricks, concrete, gravel, plasterboard, and sand are upcycled into new bricks. An old container is transformed into a cozy tiny home with cooling and insulation provided with repurposed rock wool, gypsum, and fiber cement boards.

2.3.4 Food and Agriculture

Upcycling involves taking food waste to create new food products.  Discard materials such as fruit and vegetable scraps, table leftovers from restaurants, expired can food from supermarkets, or unsold food items can be reused and transformed into compost or new food items. An example is using old bread to make breadcrumbs or using leftovers to make new meals. Food waste can also be a good source to be composed as fertilizer.

2.3.5 Art and Crafts

Without a doubt, the practice of repurposing used materials and found objects has inspired a lot of art and craft creation.  From collage painting, sculptures, and installation, practicing this art of creating treasure from trash is getting popular and increasing recognition from the arts and crafts industry. There are individual upcycle artists making and selling art pieces from trash onto their local market.  Museums and galleries also hold exhibitions under the specific theme of upcycling.

In all of these industries, upcycling not only helps to reduce waste and improve sustainability, but it can also lead to the creation of unique and innovative products that can appeal to consumers looking for eco-friendly options.
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Upcycle Art, also known as creative reuse, is the transformation of waste, used materials, unwanted products, and found or repurposed objects to create art pieces.  This term is always interchanging with upcycled art, upcycling art ,or the like. Some describe this art form of using non-traditional materials as a new movement namely Recycled Art or Recycl’Art.  The new products or works are perceived to be of greater quality, such as artistic value or environmental value.

While “recycle art” may refer to art pieces using used materials in their original form, the increasing use of the term “upcycle art” usually refers to the adding of more value to the original materials. Artists use these different recovered materials and objects, not for their intended purpose, but to create something new altogether.

The waste or discarded materials used in upcycle art are usually termed as “Found Materials” or “Found Objects’ symbolizing this characteristic. The creation may involve a transformation process such as breaking down, reforming, reassembling, and the like. 
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3.1 Upcycle Art is Nothing New

While upcycling art and craft have become increasingly popular around the world, the concept is nothing new. It dates back to ancient times when people would create art from discarded items. For example, ancient Egyptians used broken pottery and other items to make decorative pieces. During the Middle Ages, artisans began using discarded materials to make objects of beauty. This practice has continued in various cultures around the world, including those in Africa and South America.

For centuries artists have been using recycled materials in their art creation.  These upcycled materials are forms of creative medium, they also deliver a message to raise public awareness regarding nature, the material world we live in, as well as a concern about environmental degradation. 

The Industrial Revolution in the 19th century, when an increase in the number of materials that were discarded, was an inspiration for the creative reusing of old materials silently planted the seed of upcycle art. 
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Here are some famous examples of using recycled materials in their art pieces. 

[image: 2.1 Cabeza de toro Pablo Picasso]Pablo Picasso (1881 - 1973) integrated the materials called “rough” into his works. With his painting “Le Reve” from 1908, he drew on cardboard support and pasted a label.  Then, in 1912, he recovered a rope to frame his oilcloth “Still Life With Chair Caning”. Later he inserted a handlebar and a bicycle saddle for his sculpture “Cabeza de Toro” in 1958.
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[image: 2.1 sobreteixim 6]Marcel Duchamp (1887 - 1968) created the sculpture “Fountain” consisting of a porcelain urinal signed “R. Mutt”. In April 1917, when explaining the purpose of his ready-made sculpture, Duchamp stated they are “everyday objects raised to the dignity of a work of art by the artist's act of choice.”

Joan Miro (1893 - 1983) was a Spanish painter, sculptor and ceramicist born in Barcelona.  In his drawing “Sobreteixim” (1972) he introduced the elements of textiles in an informalist way incorporating daily objects of string and wool on. 

Arman Fernandez (1928-2005), a French sculptor from Nice, stood out for his most renowned concepts of Accumulations and Poubelles (Frnch for “trash bins”).  He classified, collected, and reused different found objects in his assembles. His works denounce excessive consumption through garbage paintings.  It was in the 1960s that he began to be one of the forerunners of this recycled art. A representing work is “Pubelle de Tubes” in 1993 

The modern era has seen a huge resurgence in upcycling art, as more and more people are becoming aware of its environmental benefits. A growing number of artists, also known as upcyclers or upcycle artists,  are committed to this type of sustainable art. There are numerous upcycling projects and initiatives, from furniture to jewelry and clothing, and also many organizations devoted to promoting the practice.
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The fascinating history of Upcycle Art is rooted from needs in real life and has now evolved into a thriving industry.  When people used to focus more on reusing or re-purposing something out of scarcity when goods and products were lacking, nowadays over-consumption seems to be the driving force for this trend. Upcycle art emerged as a form of sustainable art and now it has come to inspire and shape the creative industry. 
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3.2 Upcycle Art Around the World

[image: 3.2 kantha]Out of scarcity, the reusing of materials and turning them into other functional objects has been around the world, and so is the art rooted in it.  Upcycling and repurposing materials to create art is a practice that can be found in many cultures around the world. Here are a few upcycle art around the world:

In India, the art of Kantha is a traditional form of embroidery that uses old saris and dhotis (traditional Indian garments) to create new, beautiful textiles.

In West Africa, the tradition of Kente cloth weaving uses scraps of brightly colored fabric to create intricate, geometric designs.

[image: 2.2 juci]In China, the art of Juci is a traditional way of porcelain and ceramic mending practice where the pining of brass staples into the broken piece.  It restores the original function of the object at the same time, an artistic work of craftsmanship with precision and beauty of imperfection.

In Mexico, the art of paper mache, or Cartoneria, involves using old newspapers and other waste paper to create sculptural figures.

In many indigenous cultures, the practice of creating art from found materials is an important part of their cultural heritage. For example, the Inuit people of Canada's Arctic region have a tradition of creating sculptures from materials such as soapstone and caribou antlers.

Different cultures have their own way of repurposing materials to create art but the concept is universal. Human seeking for beauty seems to be a common nature across different ethnic groups, irrespective of race, geographic location, educational background, and social upbringing.  We hope this social awakening to the environment and aesthetic demonstrated in upcycle art can also bring out harmony amongst all humankind.

––––––––
[image: ]


3.3 Found Objects Art

[image: 2.1 fountain]The most important artistic concept for upcycle art is that it links to a traditional art form and evolves from, maybe the Art of Found Objects. “A found object (a loan translation from the French objet trouvé), or found art, is art created from undisguised, but often modified, items or products that are not normally considered materials from which art is made, often because they already have a non-art function.” This type of art challenges the traditional idea of what is considered art by using objects that were not originally intended to be art.

Marcel Duchamp is considered to be the most representative artist in the art of Found Objects. Being a French painter, sculptor, and writer , Duchamp’s work is associated with Cubism, Dada, and conceptual art.  He is regarded as one of the artists responsible for significant developments in painting and sculpture in the 20th century. His use of everyday objects in his art, which he called "ready-mades," was particularly influential. The most famous example is Fountain (1917), a standard urinal purchased from a hardware store and displayed on a pedestal, resting on its side.  

Found objects are given their artistic value by the artist's designation of them as art and by the context in which they are placed. The idea of using commonplace objects in this way was initially seen as a challenge to traditional ideas about art, but it has now become an accepted practice in the art world.

Found objects can prompt philosophical reflection in the observer,  ranging from disgust to indifference to nostalgia to empathy. They challenge our perceptions of utility, lifespan, and status. As an art form, found object art usually includes the artist's designation of the object as art, and may involve some degree of modification to the object although not always to the extent that it cannot be recognized.

3.4 Common Forms Of Upcycle Art Works

Upcycle art can take many forms, from sculptures and installations to jewelry and fashion. It can also be used to create furniture, toys, and home decor. The use of essentially garbage or used old materials is a contrast to traditional art forms, where artists use paint, drawing materials, clay, or other mediums that are more typically associated with the creation of artwork. Hence, making upcycle art is an unusual but very creative art form with unlimited possibilities. 

Upcycle art is constantly evolving whether in its art forms, materials, techniques, tools, and venue to display.  We anticipate with its innovation, uniqueness, and collaboration with other traditional institutions like galleries and museums, it will receive increasing recognition in the creative industry. And the forms of art will grow beyond the following currently common upcycle art forms:
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3.4.1 Painting and Collage

Painting on old materials: Painting is a traditional art form but when applied to discarded and old materials, the outcome can make a huge difference from that on a canvas.  Imagine painting on a reclaimed wooden window frame or on a car bonnet cover or on a denim bag, the texture, the shape, and the material qualities will add so much visual and tactile character to the artwork.

Recycled paint: Artists can use old or discarded paint to create new works of art. This can include using leftover paint from previous projects or using paint that has been collected from local
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3.4.2 Sculpture
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3.4.3 Installation






3.4.4 Furniture and Home Deco
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3.4.5 Wearable Art
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3.4.6 Performing Art
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