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    This is dedicated to those I lost along the way. Cheryl and Pat, you were lights amidst darkness. I am better for having known both of you. Your lights may have gone out, but the world will always be brighter where your lights touched. You are missed.
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A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR
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THIS BOOK HAS A FEW things that some may want to know about prior to reading. This list may not cover everything as I cannot know what warnings everyone may need. None of these things are glorified in any way.

	Pregnant characters – not a major story point

	Discussion of abusive family – not graphic 


I also feel it's important to list some positive and good things you will find in this book.

	It’s full of LGBTQ+ love.

	Music brings love to multiple worlds that desperately need it.

	Finally, it’s full of hope.
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CAST OF CHARACTERS
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Contains spoilers from Broken Parallels (Parallels book 1)

––––––––
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Let me introduce myself. My name is Jamie. When I first arrived on the island, I was overwhelmed by all the people I met. After too much confusion, I took notes on each person I encountered here. I hope it helps you.

The first thing you need to know is that the island is a hub connecting parallel worlds. This means multiple versions of people are coming and going from the island frequently. So many worlds, so many people, so many relationships. A list is essential, especially when I run a business here. I need to know my customers.


Mother: She’s the spirit that watches over the island. She died when her daughter was young, but she didn’t move on. She watches over her daughter and all the versions of her from all the parallel worlds.

The Male Voice: He’s Mother’s husband, and she met him after she died. While also dead, he’s still a hopeless romantic. He spends his time playing matchmaker. Mother tolerated his behavior until it recently created glitches.

Harvey: He’s an evil man. He hates everyone, especially Mother and her family. After a long struggle, he was locked away in a prison between the world of life and the world of the dead, but his influence still lingers.

Emma and Dawn: They were the first in the family to arrive on the island before any of them became famous. Dawn stayed and became the owner of the diner while Emma went off to New York City and became a superstar.

Maddie: She appeared after Emma’s second divorce. No one knows why she appeared, but she got caught up in a magical glitch and dragged from world to world and through time. She is now fifteen years younger than Dawn and Emma because of skipping time.

John: He’s the owner of the auto repair shop. He helped Maddie after she got caught up in the crazy, glitchy magic. They are married and are expecting a baby soon.

Donna and Cassie: They met in another world where they were brought together by The Male Voice. Donna is the superstar who was caught up twice in the magic glitches. Cassie saved her life - twice. They are now married.

Monna and Candra: They met when Monna went incognito to where Candra worked to learn about the company she wanted to invest in. After a rocky start, they fell in love, but Harvey spread magic fueled hate through their world. Mother was forced to destroy their world after saving as many good people as she could. They are married and living on the island.

Em and Sara: Their relationship is complicated and tragic. They met when Sara was writing a book about Dawn, Emma, Mother and the others, including Em. Somehow, Em read a copy of her rough draft and showed up at her door. After a whirlwind romance, they planned to get married, but Harvey and an imposter of Em showed up. Sara died, learned magic from her dead ancestors, and came back to life. Em and Sara helped imprison Harvey. They are married, and through magical means, have a baby on the way.



Eme and Regina: For many years, she existed just in Emma’s head, hiding and only surfacing occasionally. She was forced out of Emma’s head after trying to manipulate Dawn. She returned in Sara’s world using Regina’s body from another world. Eme was manipulated by Harvey, but she redeemed herself by helping imprison him. Unfortunately, both Eme and Regina died. Regina moved on, but Eme became an angel, helping Mother watch over the family.

Madena and Sophie: Madena tracked down Sophie after she became Madena’s biggest fan on social media. They were both infected with mysterious illnesses given to them by Harvey. Sophie recovered on her own, but Madena died. Mother rescued her soul and put it in Regina’s body. Madena and Sophie are married now.

Eddie: His father, Edward, owned the diner before Dawn. Now, he helps out at the diner.

Others: There are more people that you will meet along the way as you read this new story. They will be introduced later.
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CHAPTER 1
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CIARA HEARD THE DOORKNOB jiggle and stopped dancing. With practiced movements she removed her earbuds and hid them under the couch cushion with the small music player. Sitting still and staring out the window, she waited for the nurse.

“How are we doing today?” The nurse handed her a cup of water.

Ciara’s voice was flat as she answered without making eye contact. “Fine.” Without protest, she took the cup of water and the smaller cup of pills. She felt a hand under hers give a little push.

“Pill time,” the nurse said.

Ciara kept her arms stiff as she tipped the cup and let the pills fall into her mouth. When she rolled them around her mouth, the nurse made a rude sound and lifted her hand with the water. “Sorry. I forget sometimes,” Ciara said as she drank the water, letting some spill down her chin. With a huff, the nurse left to get a towel, and Ciara spit out the pills, hiding them inside the couch cushion.

“I wish I didn’t have to give you so much, but I can’t afford to lose this job.” As she dried Ciara’s chin, she smiled. “I used to do this for your father when he was sick. Your real father. Not this man. I will never understand why your mother married this one.” She put down the towel. “I miss your mother. Everything was better when she was still with us.”

The nurse flinched at a loud knock on the door. “Hurry up! You’re takin’ too long. Shove the pills down her throat if you have to.” She gathered her things and hurried from the room.

Ciara waited several minutes after the door slammed shut before she moved. As she pulled out the pills and earbuds, she noticed a paper on the floor. After flushing the pills down the toilet, she unfolded the paper and read the note.


I want to help you. I learned the truth of why you’re here. I know you probably spit out the pills. I have replaced the tranquilizers with vitamins. It’s safe to take them. I can’t do much. I’m watched too closely, but your stepbrothers don’t know much about medications. So, I can do that. With a clear head, you should be better soon. I will give you a sign if I see an opportunity for you to escape. I’m sorry I didn’t help sooner. Please forgive me.


Olivia (but you can call me Liv)



Ciara almost shouted but slapped her hand over her mouth. After too many years, someone was going to help her. She hadn’t been free since her mother died.

* * *
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“Why do we keep finding worlds with Harvey in them?” Maddie stared at the changing computer screens on the diner wall. Each screen was dedicated to a different parallel world, except for the screen on the far right. It scanned through recently discovered worlds to search for potential trouble. “Didn’t we lock him away where he couldn’t cause trouble?”

“Yes,” Dawn said. “But it seems that every world has a version of him, and they’re all evil. That’s why we renew the magic twice a year. If the Harvey we knew could move between worlds, there’s a possibility one of these could too. We can’t let any of them get a foothold.”

Maddie stopped the video on the screen. “Mother wants to try to save this world, but it’s bad. It’s almost like Candra and Monna’s world.”

“It will take more magic than we have to save it.” Sara tapped the screen. “We should make it a rescue on this one.”

“Is this really what we’ve become?” Maddie sat at the counter. “Everyone sees us as queens. We inspire people, but we do this now. What about our music?”

Dawn sat next to her “Madena performs. You still perform. People enjoy it.”

Maddie sighed. “I know, but something is different now. I can’t explain it. It looks the same, sounds the same, but it’s not the same.”

Sara tapped something on a keyboard, and the images on the monitors began moving again. Tilting her head, she pointed at the screen. “Who is this? She has a huge following, almost as big as Madena.”

Dawn slid off the barstool and joined her at the computer. After some tapping and clicking, the image on the far right screen zoomed in on a promotional flyer for a concert. “Reina. That’s her name.” After a few more mouse clicks, a few news articles appeared on the screen. 

Maddie joined them as they read about Reina. “She’s trying to fight Harvey’s influence.” She pointed to a paragraph in one article. “She’s made as many enemies as fans. It looks like she’s the one keeping her world from total darkness and evil. She’s created a stalemate. We need to help her. We need to find someone like Cassie, Sophie, or John for her.”

Dawn leaned over the keyboards and typed. All the monitors changed to scenes from Reina’s world. “She needs a magic boost. We have to find her soulmate.”

* * *
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Sophie splashed cold water on her face. “We need to help her. Why else would I be dreaming about her?”

She felt a hand on her shoulder as Madena spoke to her. “You’re certain she’s real, not just a dream?”

Sophie shrugged. “It feels real.” She turned to face Madena. “Can we go to the island? I think the magic there will help.”

“Of course.” She kissed Sophie’s forehead.

Sophie squinted at her. “Did you just check for a fever? I swear I’m not sick. I’m not having fever dreams. I know what those are like. This is different.”

Madena kissed her nose, cheek, and finally her lips. With a wink, she said, “You’re right. No fever.”

* * *
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Dawn smiled. The diner was once again a hub of activity. They all met regularly for a family dinner, but now they had another reason to gather.

Madena and Sophie walked straight to Dawn when they arrived. “Problems in another world?” Madena asked.

Dawn gave them a nod. “There’s always a version of Harvey, but this one is almost as bad as the first one we locked away.”

Sophie looked at the crowd at the other end of the diner. “He didn’t escape, did he? Everyone looks so worried.”

“Sara would be the first to know if he escaped, but no, he’s still locked away.” Dawn waved her hand at the group watching the screens. “What are you doing here? I thought you were on your honeymoon.”

Sophie’s face turned red. “We were, but something happened. We need help.”

Before Dawn could respond, Madena held up her hand. “She's been dreaming about a woman who needs help. We think she’s real, but we don’t know where to find her.”

Sophie met Dawn’s gaze. “She’s being confined by her family. I think she’s been locked up for years. I’ve been dreaming about her every time I sleep for a week now. The only thing I really know is that someone was able to give her a way to play music. She has to hide it, but it’s the only thing keeping her going. It’s Madena’s music or whatever her name is in her world.”

Madena wrapped her arm around Sophie’s shoulders. “Dawn, we don’t know what world she’s in or anything about her. I asked Mother, but she can’t find her. Is Harvey able to hide someone?”

Dawn stared at her for a long moment before answering. “Well, yes. He’s done it before.”

A warm glow filled the diner, and they heard Mother’s voice all around them. “I may have found her, but she’s concealed from me. I can’t feel her, but I know someone who can reach her. She’s important. While the others help Reina, I need some of you to help this woman.”

“If you can’t feel her, how did you find her?” Dawn asked.

“I looked at the families of Sara and Cassie in multiple worlds. I found one where Sara’s mother had a daughter with Cassie’s father. She was hidden with magic to keep her safe. Nathan and Victoria confirmed this. However, when her mother died, they couldn’t feel her anymore. I suspect Harvey has her hidden somewhere. I hate to contemplate his reasons.”

Sophie shivered, and Madena rubbed her shoulder.

Mother’s glow brightened as she spoke to them one last time. “I will send you to her when she’s far enough away from Harvey’s influence. I love all my children. That includes all versions of Cassie and Sophie.”

Sophie felt an invisible hand lift her chin, and she felt a kiss on her cheek. As a tear rolled down her cheek, she smiled. “She does love us all, doesn’t she?”

Madena’s voice cracked. “Yes.” She hugged Sophie closer. “Yes, she does.”

* * *
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Ciara heard her stomach rumble as she swallowed the vitamins. “They don’t feed me enough, Liv,” she whispered. “They want me to be weak.”

“I know. I’ve tried to bring you food, but they take it away from me, even when I tell them it’s my lunch.” Olivia shook as she leaned closer to her. “Your stepfather and stepbrothers are going out of town tomorrow. I think I can help you when they’re gone.”

Ciara felt her heart flutter. “Are they going to a concert? I heard them outside my door yesterday talking about a concert.” She pressed her hands to her heart. “I would do anything to go to a Reina concert. I would have died if I didn’t have her music to keep me sane in here. If they ever found my music player, they would smash it.”

Right on time, one of the evil stepbrothers pounded on the door. “Hurry up! I ain’t got all day.”

With a pat on her shoulder, Olivia stood. “Be ready. You may never get another chance.”

Ciara shot to her feet as soon as the door closed and locked behind Olivia. She danced around the room as she fumbled with her earbuds and music player. She was careful to keep
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