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INTRODUCTION

This is a tricky quiz book. I make no apologies for that. Easy quiz books are boring – especially for people who do a lot of quizzes – and these are exactly the sort of people likely to buy this quiz book. I’ve set a target for each quiz, for beginners and hardcore quizzers – some of the beginner targets are as low as 40 per cent so getting 6/10 can be a cause for celebration rather than dejection. There’s one point per question unless otherwise indicated.

I’ve divided the book into sections of eight quizzes, each section containing two General Knowledge rounds and a series of more specialist rounds. The main topics for these rounds are history, geography, trivia, arts and books, TV, movies, rock and pop, sport and science, with various headings for specific subjects within these areas. These rounds are tougher – unless you are particularly good at that subject. I included science so my nephews – who are all scientists – don’t moan at me. They got some wrong when I tested them, which made me really happy. Schadenfreude – there’s a question about that in the book.

I’ve tried to make the questions interesting, and tried (probably unsuccessfully in some places) to erase the kind of question that makes a quiz book irksome, like ‘Who was top scorer in the Premier League in 2003–4?’ Not only do questions like that date a book terribly, but they are lazy – they seem easy but actually no one remembers what they were doing eight or ten years previously, except in TV police programmes where cold case units persuade witnesses to remember every detail of something that happened a decade earlier. Hopefully some of the questions will get a ‘Gosh, I didn’t know that!’ or ‘Oh, is that what happened!’

To that end there are a few list questions and multi-part questions to get you scratching your heads – I’ve taken a leaf out of David Gentle’s excellent On the Tip of My Tongue – a quiz book which I’m prepared to concede is almost as good as this one (except for the title, which is rubbish – I’m a bit of a Ronseal man when it comes to book titles: if it’s a quiz book call it The So-and-So Quiz Book, not Diversions for the Inquiring Mind or some such pseudo-literary claptrap).

There are a lot of pop culture questions. Again, no apologies, there is enough highbrow stuff to satisfy the culture snobs. The great thing about sport and pop culture questions is that they’re a leveller – education is irrelevant to knowledge of sport, films or music, it’s all about passion and experience. They are also subjects that throw up lists and statistics more readily than academic study. One caveat – there is very little on reality TV (one quiz). This is purely personal – I hate the stuff and couldn’t even bring myself to research it with any enthusiasm.

There are also a number of mix-and-match quizzes. I’ve given you (for example) ten names and ten films and asked you to match the star to the film – these are fun and frustrating; just when you think you’ve cracked it you realize you’ve ended up with Brad Pitt in Honey, I Shrunk the Kids. (He wasn’t.)

If you want to use the quizzes at a pub or school or social club feel free, I can’t stop you. But I would ask that you take the book along, come clean about your source and encourage everyone to buy a copy. Then I get my 1.5p or whatever it is – only joking, dear publisher.

If you think you’ve spotted an error, then please . . . actually, no, on second thoughts, don’t. Just get over it: we all make mistakes.

Enjoy. Get frustrated, certainly, possibly even a teensy bit angry. But still enjoy. Then I’ll know it was a good quiz.


Quiz 1. General Knowledge

Straightforward twenty general knowledge questions, one point for each correct answer

Part 1

1   What term is given to the formal union between two people of the same sex in the UK, coined to avoid the controversy surrounding the use of the word ‘marriage’?

2   For what inappropriate act was Prince Harry in the news in January 2005?

3   The Group Areas Act came into force on 27 April 1950. By what name is the Act better known?

4   The Velocipede was a nineteenth-century prototype of what?

5   What is the capital of the Bahamas, accounting for c.75 per cent of its population?

6   What name is given to a sheet of paper 17 in by 13½ in?

7   Agent Provocateur is a leading brand in the design and sales of what commodity?

8   Approximately what percentage of global methane emissions is caused by flatulent farm animals; is it 2 per cent, 14 per cent or 33 per cent?

9   In November 1997 a furore broke out over a donation of £1 million to the Labour Party by which businessman and Formula 1 entrepreneur?

10   In 2005 Margaret Thatcher’s son, Mark, admitted to financial involvement in an attempted coup in which country? (a) Somalia (b) Equatorial Guinea (c) Mali



Part 2

11   ‘You turn if you want to. The lady’s not for turning.’ Who uttered these famous words in Brighton in 1980?

12   Dendochronology is the study of what?

13   The founder of the Yellow Cab Company in 1915 in Chicago was also the founder of a famous car rental company. What was his name?

14   What denomination is the largest banknote in the Bank of England’s internal banking system? (a) £1,000 (b) £100,000 (c) £100 million

15   What euphemistic term is used by the US military to cover civilian deaths occurring as a result of military action?

16   Which is Britain’s oldest Sunday newspaper, published for the first time in 1791?

17   Yuri Gagarin’s first manned space flight was launched from within which post-Soviet country?

18   What does a haematologist study?

19   Which Welsh town was devastated by the collapse of a coal slag heap in 1966, leaving over 100 children dead?

20   With which internet phenomenon is Mark Zuckerberg associated?

Total Points: 20. Targets: Novice 10 Pro 15. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 2. Movies

Just a straightforward twenty questions on movie history – 1 point for each answer

Part 1

1   Which Python contributed twelve cameos to their movie, Life of Brian?

2   Who played the title role, a whistle-blower on the tobacco industry, in The Insider (Michael Mann, 1999)?

3   Who played the title role of Hal in the 2001 Farrelly brothers comedy, Shallow Hal?

4   Which British actor died whilst still filming his supporting role in Ridley Scott’s Gladiator?

5   Yuen Woo-ping choreographed the fights in Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000); what high-octane American movie benefited from his work the previous year?

6   Susanne Christian had a small role at the end of Kubrick’s Paths of Glory; what larger role did he find for her afterwards?

7   In which iconic European movie does Marcello Mastroianni follow a seductive Anita Ekberg into the Trevi Fountain in the centre of Rome?

8   Who played the wild and unruly Alex in A Clockwork Orange, and what was the name given to his gang? (2 pts)

9   Whose media organization tried to block the release of Citizen Kane, believing it to be a satire on their operation?

10   Animal Crackers, Horse Feathers and Go West all starred which movie combination?



Part 2

11   Which gangster movie was the Coen brothers’ 1984 debut?

12   What kind of films does Hayao Miyazaki make?

13   With which studio do we most readily associate the directors Alexander Mackendrick and Charles Crichton?

14   Catch Me If You Can (2002) was based on the real-life story of which con-man?

15   Norman Hudis wrote the first few scripts and Talbot Rothwell took over for the rest of the series for which comedy film franchise?

16   What type of cars play a major role in the 1969 heist movie The Italian Job? In what other type of transport does the climax to the film take place? (2 pts)

17   Who plays the chat-show host who is the subject of Robert De Niro’s obsession in Scorsese’s The King of Comedy (1983)?

18   Tom Hanks talks to his volleyball; what’s the film?

19   Which actor was born on 6 July 1946 to an Italian-American father and a half-Russian, half-French mother, with permanent paralysis to the left side of his face after a birthing accident?

20   Which two actresses have portrayed Clarice Starling in movies based on Thomas Harris’s Hannibal Lecter series? (2 pts)

Total Points: 23. Targets: Novice 17 Pro 22. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 3. Writers

Ten general questions on writers, and a multi-part teaser to finish. 1 point for each answer and five in total for the teaser

Part 1

1   True or false? Miguel de Cervantes, the author of Don Quixote, was once held captive for five years by Barbary pirates.

2   Which writer’s modest house can be visited at Chawton, near Winchester?

3   In which city did the poet John Keats die?

4   Who lived at 17 Gough Square, London (off Fleet Street) in the mid-eighteenth century?

5   Which author died in 2008, seven years after his magnum opus takes place?

6   What was the name of the 1930s literary set who used to meet in the Eagle and Child pub in Oxford?

7   What does the ‘P’ stand for in P. D. James?

8   Agatha Christie also wrote romances; under which name?

9   To which famous poet was Elizabeth Barrett, herself a significant poet, happily married for fifteen years?

10   What connects Margaret Drabble and A. S. Byatt?

Teaser

11   Which school was attended by writers C. S. Forester, Raymond Chandler and P. G. Wodehouse?

12   What name is given to alumni of that school?

13   What were the main characters invented by these three writers? (3 pts)

Total Points: 15. Targets: Novice 6 Pro 11. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 4. Wildlife

Twenty general questions on mammals, birds, insects and any other kind of wildlife

Part 1

1   Which bird is also known as the halcyon bird, a harbinger of calm and prosperity?

2   By what name is the dangerous aquatic life-form called the Physalia better known?

3   Giraffes, alligators and dolphins all share what nomenclature for male and female adults?

4   A yaffle is the old name for which kind of bird?

5   The Sargasso Sea is the source and breeding ground of various species of which kind of fish, whose migratory patterns remain an enigma?

6   Which mammal was rendered extinct by 1936 after the government introduced a cull in response to the farming lobby?

7   Octopi, squid and cuttlefish are all parts of which class of animals within the mollusc phylum?

8   The impala is a mammal unique to which continent?

9   The guillemot is a species of which group of sea birds?

10   A tapping or ticking noise in the rafters of old buildings in the summer is a likely indicator of the presence of Xestobium rufovillosum; what is its common name?



Part 2

11   What name is given to the majority of North American species of the creature known as a hare in Britain?

12   Which type of snake is responsible for 82 per cent of snakebite fatalities in the US?

13   A troglobite is a creature that cannot survive outside which natural environment?

14   The North American muskellunge is the largest of the Esox family of fish, better known by which more common name?

15   The Sirenia (sea cows) are aquatic mammals; three of the surviving species are manatees; what is the other? (a) platypus (b) dugong (c) basilisk

16   What kind of creature is a narwhal and to which region is it exclusively native?

17   Which of these is a member of the Pantherinae or big cat sub-family: cougar, cheetah, jaguar, ocelot?

18   The wombat and the possum belong to which sub-class of mammals?

19   A creature belonging to the species canis lupus is usually called what?

20   Adonis Blue, Essex Skipper and Purple Hairstreak are all species resident to the UK of which creature?

Total Points: 20. Targets: Novice 8 Pro 15. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 5. Military History

Ten straight questions and a Mix and Match grid

Part 1

1   1 August 1990 saw 100,000 Iraqi troops invade which neighbouring state, sparking off the first Gulf War?

2   What was sunk by HMS Conqueror in 1982?

3   On 19 August 1968, Soviet tanks rolled into which country?

4   Which much romanticized but militarily inept action took place during the Battle of Balaclava in 1854?

5   In which city was Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassinated on 27 June 1914, an event which led directly to the start of World War I?

6   Which legendary German fighter pilot was shot down and killed on 20 April 1918?

7   The naval Battle of Gravelines is usually known by which two-word term?

8   Which Roman legion was believed to have been destroyed by Pictish warriors in Scotland in about AD 117?

9   Which two independent Dutch states fought the Boer Wars against the British? (2 pts)

10   What name was given to the South Vietnam forces that fought against the US and with the Communists in the Vietnam War?



Part 2

Mix and Match: Match the battle to the wider campaign or war during which it took place

1. Battle of the Bulge (aka Ardennes Offensive), 1944–5; 2. Battle of Inkerman, 1854; 3. Battle of Poitiers, 1356; 4. Relief of Mafeking, 1900; 5. Battle of el Ebro, 1938; 6. Battle of Leipzig, 1813; 7. Battle of Bosworth Field, 1485; 8. The Tet Offensive, 1968; 9. Six-Day War, 1967; 10. Battle of Marston Moor, 1644

a. Spanish Civil War; b. Napoleonic Wars; c. Crimean War; d. Wars of the Roses; e. English Civil War; f. Second Boer War; g. Arab–Israeli Wars; h. World War II; i. Hundred Years War; j. Vietnam War


Your Workings:



Total Points: 21. Targets: Novice 8 Pro 16. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 6. General Sport

Twenty quick-fire questions

Part 1

1   Who once described trying to beat Phil Taylor at darts as like trying ‘to eat candy floss in a wind tunnel’?

2   In which sport might you get a Naeryo followed by a Jireugi ap?

3   Who won the high jump gold medal at the 1968 Olympics and established a new style that remains the principle method for the discipline today?

4   What name is given to the rapid form of skiing slalom race, where the accent is on speed rather than technical proficiency?

5   If you watched Poole Pirates against Peterborough Panthers, what sport would you be watching?

6   Which is the only one of the four golf tournaments that make up the Majors to be held at the same venue every year?

7   The first Winter Olympics held in the US were at Lake Placid; in which state and which mountain range is this resort? (2 pts)

8   Which sport is commenced (and re-started) with a bully-off?

9   In 2012 Lewis Hamilton announced he was leaving McLaren to drive for which other Formula 1 team?

10   What was the national stadium for the French football and rugby union teams prior to the building of the Stade de France for the 1998 World Cup?



Part 2

11   Who was declared the Sportsman of the Century in 1999 by both the prestigious US magazine Sports Illustrated and the BBC?

12   Who was Secretary of the FA from 1934 until 1962, and then President of FIFA to 1974?

13   Which country is regarded as the primary practitioner of the game of polo?

14   How many cards will be on the table at the end of a game of Texas Hold ’Em if there are four players and all stay in the game until the showdown?

15   Which medieval French fortified city gives its name to a popular strategy tile game?

16   In a game of snooker a sequence of balls potted that reads red-black-red-black-red-pink-red-brown-red will score how many points?

17   What did Aroldis Chapman do at a world record speed of 105 mph in 2010? (a) pitch a baseball (b) hurl a javelin (c) ride a bobsleigh

18   What does MCC stand for, in a cricketing context?

19   What lends its name to a score of two below par for a particular golf hole?

20   What was used for the first time at Wimbledon in 1971 to prevent matches over-running?

Total Points: 21. Targets: Novice 8 Pro 16. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 7. Births, Deaths and Marriages

Ten straight questions plus ten vaguely cryptic questions about folks who shuffled off this mortal coil in 2012

Part 1

1   Who were married at Canongate Kirk in Edinburgh on 30 July 2011?

2   Which two rock stars enjoyed brief marriages to Pamela Anderson? (2 pts)

3   Which former professional footballer owns and runs restaurants with his wife, actress Leslie Ash?

4   Jane Asher has been the partner of illustrator Gerald Scarfe since 1971; with which pop star did she have a five-year relationship in the 1960s?

5   George Harrison’s first wife, model Patti Boyd, left him when she fell in love with which other musician?

6   Little Pixie Geldof was the third daughter of Bob Geldof and Paula Yates; what are the names of her two elder sisters? (2 pts)

7   What connects Sonny Bono and Gregg Allman of the Allman Brothers Band in the marital stakes?

8   Actress Jane Wyman was married to which US President?

9   After the divorce of Gordon Sumner from Irish actress Frances Tomelty, who became the second Mrs Sumner?

10   Andre Agassi married which other tennis player in 2001?



Part 2

11   She will always love us.

12   First man on the moon.

13   Harry met Sally but Julie never met Julia in this screenwriter’s work.

14   Writer of classic sci-fi including Fahrenheit 451.

15   He couldn’t take his eyes off of her.

16   This Irish writer lit a penny candle and had a circle of friends.

17   Ridley’s younger brother was a Top Gun.

18   This singer was ‘Hot Stuff’ in the 1970s.

19   First Monkee to go.

20   Burt Bacharach’s preferred lyricist.

Total Points: 22. Targets: Novice 11 Pro 18. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 8. General Knowledge

Another twenty general knowledge questions

Part 1

1   Steve Chen, Chad Hurley and Jawed Karim were jointly responsible for the development of which internet phenomenon?

2   Tanqueray is a brand synonymous with which spirit?

3   Under what name did Charles Dodgson write a famous children’s classic?

4   Which early Greek academic was the first to have recorded his studies of different animals and their anatomy and physiology?

5   What reopened on 9 June 1854 in south London, having been moved from its initial site in Hyde Park?

6   How did Henri Paul die in 1997?

7   As of 1 July 2007, what could you no longer do in a public house in England?

8   In which county were the Poldark series of novels by Winston Graham set?

9   Britain’s first public library, Chetham’s Library, was established in 1653 in which city?

10   Which fast-food bore the brunt of Jamie Oliver’s disapproval in 2005, and promptly saw sales increase by up to a third?



Part 2

11   Who was subjected to an Islamic fatwa for his allegedly blasphemous work, The Satanic Verses?

12   What was the middle name of Wolfgang Mozart?

13   The song ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ was written by Rodgers and Hammer-stein for which musical?

14   What is the study of right and wrong and moral ambiguities?

15   Which George Bernard Shaw play would later provide the basis for the musical, My Fair Lady?

16   What is the art of stuffing animals for preservation?

17   What were banned by the Byzantine Emperor Theodosius in AD 393 having been part of Greek culture for over a thousand years?

18   Which Amazonian model and actress was married to Sylvester Stallone in 1985–7?

19   In which country, in 2001, were twelve British plane-spotters arrested and held on suspicion of spying?

20   If you dialled +33 at the start of an international call, which country would you be ringing?

Total Points: 20. Targets: Novice 10 Pro 15. Your Score: [image: images]


Answers Quizzes 1–8

Quiz 1. General Knowledge

1. Civil partnership; 2. Dressing as a Nazi at a fancy-dress party; 3. Apartheid; 4. A bicycle; 5. Nassau; 6. Foolscap; 7. Lingerie; 8. 14 per cent; 9. Bernie Ecclestone; 10. (b) Equatorial Guinea; 11. Margaret Thatcher; 12. Tree rings; 13. (John D.) Hertz; 14. (c) £100 million (it is known as a Titan); 15. Collateral damage; 16. Observer; 17. Kazakhstan; 18. Blood; 19. Aberfan; 20. Facebook

Quiz 2. Movies

1. Michael Palin; his roles included the ex-leper scrounger, a boring prophet, a kindly centurion in the crucifix queue and Pontius Pilate; 2. Russell Crowe; 3. Jack Black; 4. Oliver Reed; 5. The Matrix; 6. His wife; 7. La Dolce Vita; 8. Malcolm McDowell; Droogs; 9. William Randolph Hearst; 10. Marx Brothers; 11. Blood Simple; 12. Animation; he is the jewel in the crown of Studio Ghibli, the Japanese animation company; 13. Ealing; 14. Frank Abagnale Jr; 15. Carry On . . .; 16. Mini Coopers; a coach; 17. Jerry Lewis; 18. Cast Away; 19. Sylvester Stallone; 20. Jodie Foster and Julianne Moore

Quiz 3. Writers

1. True. It took five years for the ransom to be raised. Cervantes had already lost a hand fighting the Turks at the Battle of Lepanto; 2. Jane Austen; 3. Rome; 4. Dr Samuel Johnson; 5. Arthur C. Clarke; 6. The Inklings; 7. Phyllis; 8. Mary Westmacott; 9. Robert Browning; 10. Sisters; 11. Dulwich College, London; 12. Old Alleynians; 13. Hornblower, Philip Marlowe, Jeeves and Wooster

Quiz 4. Wildlife

1. Kingfisher; 2. Portuguese Man o’ War; 3. Cow and bull; 4. Woodpecker; 5. Eel; 6. Tasmanian Tiger; 7. Cephalopods; 8. Africa, specifically the southeastern part; 9. Auks; 10. Deathwatch beetle; 11. Jackrabbit; 12. Rattlesnakes; 13. A cave; a troglophile can survive outside the environment and a trogloxene (such as a bat) uses the cave simply as a home; 14. Pike; 15. Dugong; 16. It is a whale (related to the beluga whale) and it lives in the Arctic Ocean; 17. The jaguar; along with lions, tigers and leopards it makes up the big cat sub-family (all the others belong in felidae with the domestic cat and the lynxes; the creatures referred to as simply black panthers are either leopards or jaguars with black pigmentation); 18. Marsupials; 19. A wolf, specifically a grey wolf; 20. Butterfly

Quiz 5. Military History

1. Kuwait; 2. General Belgrano; 3. Czechoslovakia; 4. The Charge of the Light Brigade; 5. Sarajevo; 6. Baron von Richthofen (The Red Baron); 7. Spanish Armada; 8. IX Hispana or Ninth Legion (many historians no longer believe this to have been the case; although the legion’s fate remains historically uncertain, some of the senior officers reappear in historical annals at a later date); 9. Orange Free State and Transvaal Republic; 10. Viet Cong; Mix and Match: 1, h; 2, c; 3, i; 4, f; 5, a; 6, b; 7, d; 8, j; 9, g; 10, e

Quiz 6. Sport

1. Sid Waddell; 2. Taekwondo (that would be an axe-like kick followed by a front punch in Korean terminology); 3. Dick Fosbury; 4. Super G; 5. Speedway; 6. US Masters at Augusta National; 7. Adirondack Mountains in New York State; 8. Hockey, both field and ice; 9. Mercedes; 10. Parc des Princes, home to Paris St Germain; 11. Muhammad Ali; 12. Sir Stanley Rous; 13. Argentina; 14. 13 (two hole cards for each player, the three community cards that make up the flop, the fourth community card [turn] and the fifth [river]); 15. Carcassonne; 16. 29 (1–7–1–7–1–6–1–4–1); 17. (a) Pitch of a baseball in the US major leagues; 18. Marylebone Cricket Club, the original administrators of cricket and the England XI (they also hold the copyright to the laws of the game); 19. Albatross; 20. The tie break (initially the tie-break only came into effect if a set went to 8-8, but this was reduced to 6-6 in 1979)

Quiz 7. Births, Deaths and Marriages

1. Zara Phillips and Mike Tindall; 2. Tommy Lee (of Motley Crüe) and Kid Rock; 3. Lee Chapman; 4. Paul McCartney; 5. Eric Clapton; 6. Fifi Trixibelle and Peaches Honeyblossom; 7. They were both married to Cher; 8. Ronald Reagan; 9. Trudie Styler; Gordon Sumner is Sting; 10. Steffi Graf; 11. Whitney Houston; 12. Neil Armstrong; 13. Nora Ephron; 14. Ray Bradbury; 15. Andy Williams; 16. Maeve Binchy; 17. Tony Scott; 18. Donna Summer; 19. Davy Jones; 20. Hal David

Quiz 8. General Knowledge

1. YouTube; 2. Gin; 3. Lewis Carroll; 4. Aristotle; 5. The Crystal Palace; 6. He was the driver of the car in which Princess Diana and Dodi Al Fayed were killed; 7. Smoke a cigarette; 8. Cornwall – there is still a Poldark mine near Helston; 9. Manchester; 10. Turkey Twizzlers; 11. Salman Rushdie; 12. Amadeus; 13. Carousel; 14. Ethics; 15. Pygmalion; 16. Taxidermy; 17. The original Olympic games; 18. Brigitte Nielsen; 19. Greece; 20. France


Quiz 9. General Knowledge

Straightforward mix of twenty questions

Part 1

1   What opened at Anaheim, California, in 1955?

2   Which listings magazine was first published in 1923, costing tuppence?

3   Ursuline, Carmelite and Theatine are all orders of what?

4   On 4 October 1936, 200 walkers set off for London from which northeast town in protest at continued unemployment?

5   Where is the shopping avenue called Rodeo Drive? (a) Las Vegas (b) Beverly Hills (c) Hong Kong?

6   Robert Walpole became the first politician to take residence at which address in 1735?

7   The term bhp is used when describing the power of a motor vehicle; for what does it stand?

8   The world’s longest pier was destroyed by fire in 1976 in which English town?

9   Who led a mutiny aboard a British sailing vessel in 1789?

10   If a Durex is a contraceptive in Britain, what is it in Australia?

11   Where in the UK are £100 banknotes used?

12   Which luxury car manufacturer produced a model called a Camargue?

13   What was the fate of Saint Dorothea? (a) she was burned at the stake by the Picts (b) she was beheaded by the Romans (c) she was cast into a snake pit by the Egyptians

14   Which former European leader died in a cell in The Hague in 2006?

15   Where was the body of George Mallory found on 2 May 1999, 75 years after he went missing?



Part 2

16   After Chinese in its various forms, what are the five most commonly spoken languages in the world? (5 pts)

Total Points: 20. Targets: Novice 10 Pro 15. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 10. Rock and Pop

Ten straight questions, then a Name the Band quiz

Part 1

1   Who replaced Keith Moon as the drummer with The Who after Moon’s death in 1978?

2   What connects Bob Dylan and Deadmau5, as diverse a pair of artists as is imaginable? (1 pt for one detail, 2 pts for more)

3   Which punk foursome consisted of John Cummings, Tom Erdelyi, Douglas Colvin and Jeffry Hyman?

4   Who was the singer, now a deep-voiced DJ, who fronted Manfred Mann in 1962–6? Who replaced him in the band? What instrument did Manfred himself play? (3 pts)

5   What was the 1976 No. 1 hit in the UK for Reg Dwight and Pauline Matthews?

6   ‘Something New’ was the appropriately titled comeback single from which pop act in 2012? (It wasn’t that new . . .)

7   Parlophone, Chrysalis and Mute were all labels owned by which music industry giant prior to its sale in 2012?

8   Jim Jarmusch’s 1996 documentary Year of the Horse records a tour by which major artist and his band, Crazy Horse?

9   Who is the only X Factor judge to have presided over every series?

10   Seventies funk band Rufus was the start of which singer’s successful career?



Part 2

We give you the line-up, you give us the name of the band

11   Lauryn Hill, Wyclef Jean, Pras Michel

12   Neil Finn, Paul Hester, Nick Seymour

13   Beyoncé Knowles, Kelly Rowland, Michelle Williams

14   Kurt Cobain, Dave Grohl, Krist Novoselic

15   Michael McCary, Nathan Morris, Wanya Morris, Shawn Stockman

16   Billie Joe Armstrong, Tre Cool, Mike Dirnt, Jason White

17   Geoff Barrow, Beth Gibbons, Adrian Utley

18   Mike Diamond, Adam Horowitz, Adam Yauch (Mike D, Ad-man, MCA)

19   Maxi Jazz, Rollo, Sister Bliss

20   Keith Duffy, Stephen Gately, Mikey Graham, Ronan Keating, Shane Lynch

Total Points: 23. Targets: Novice 9 Pro 17. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 11. Computer Science

Cobol or cobblers? How much do you know?

Part 1

1   What name is given to a Google search that yields only a single result?

2   Who directed the launch video for the Apple Macintosh, aired during the Super Bowl in 1984?

3   What did Apple launch in 2003 to support the 2001 launched iPod?

4   What does the computer acronym RAM stand for?

5   Who, in 2001, overtook Compaq as the largest supplier of home-use PCs?

6   In 2002 PayPal became a subsidiary of which other online specialist?

7   What acronym does Microsoft use for its online and internet service provider?

8   What are Baidu, Bing and Yahoo!?

9   What size file is 1,000 Megabytes?

10   What purpose do the ICPA serve in the online world?



Part 2

11   Which university was Mark Zuckerberg attending when he devised Facebook with the help of his roommates?

12   ‘You Have 0 Friends’, a parody of Facebook, was an episode of which TV comedy programme?

13   What is the web browser, a popular alternative to Google, run by the Mozilla Corporation?

14   In January of which year was Windows Vista released to the public, five years after its predecessor?

15   For what does the acronym IT stand?

16   Which company had the second highest share of the tablet computer market in 2012, after Apple?

17   What was the official launch name for the fourth generation iPad (or iPad4)?

18   What is ‘flaming’ in internet terminology?

19   What is the most common operating system for non-Apple mobile phones? What is the core system in use behind that? (2 pts)

20   What was the early computer prototype Colossus used for in the 1940s, and on whose theories was the enormous machine based? (2 pts)

Total Points: 22. Targets: Novice 7 Pro 17. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 12. Media

Media matters (or does it?). Twenty questions on the folks who tell us what to think

Part 1

1   Which radio station employed Andy Gray and Richard Keys after they were sacked by Sky?

2   What returned to the newsagents in 1979 after nearly a year out of circulation due to industrial action?

3   Live broadcasts were transmitted from where for the first time on 8 June 1975?

4   ‘Vorsprung durch Technik’ is the advertising slogan of which car manufacturer?

5   Who is ‘your flexible friend’ according to the advertisements?

6   A private company owned by which individual bought Mirror Group from Reed International in 1984?

7   Who was the former News International employee appointed as Director of Communications for David Cameron at No. 10? Why did he resign in 2011? (2 pts)

8   By what name was the Guardian newspaper known until 1959?

9   Good Housekeeping, Cosmopolitan or Heat: which has the biggest circulation according to early 2012 figures?

10   Which music channel launched in 1981 by playing ‘Video Killed the Radio Star’?



Part 2

11   In the media, what does the term ‘red top’ describe?

12   Who made an ad for her own scent, Heat, that was deemed too provocative for pre 7.30 viewing in the US?

13   Paul Dacre is the editor of which daily tabloid newspaper?

14   In September 2011 Jill Abramson was appointed editor of which highly prestigious American publication, the first woman to be handed the post?

15   The Pollard Review was set up in the wake of which 2012 scandal?

16   Who was the editor of the Conservative mouthpiece the Spectator from 1999 to 2005?

17   Which newspaper, a relaunch of the earlier Daily Worker, has been the organ of the British Communist Party since 1966?

18   The Globe (owned by the New York Times Company) and the Herald (est. 1846, but now a tabloid) are the main print organs of which US city? (a) Los Angeles (b) Boston or (c) Philadelphia

19   What was established in 1946 as a successor to the Ministry of Information and handled all government advertising campaigns (e.g. forces recruitment and anti-smoking) and dissemination of policy until its disbandment in 2011?

20   Which company featured a talking toucan in many of their ads? And what is that company’s famous logo? (2 pts)

Total Points: 22. Targets: Novice 9 Pro 17. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 13. Crime Movies

Crime doesn’t pay – unless you happen to make an Academy Award winning movie about it . . .

Part 1

Mix and Match: match the policeman to the movie in which his character is played by the actor named

1. Harry Callahan; 2. Virgil Tibbs; 3. Axel Foley; 4. FBI Agent Melvin Purvis; 5. Martin Riggs; 6. Sergeant Neil Howie; 7. Frederick Abberline; 8. Vincent Hanna; 9. Popeye Doyle; 10. Sergeant Gerry Boyle

a. Lethal Weapon (Mel Gibson, 1987); b. Heat (Al Pacino, 1995); c. Public Enemies (Christian Bale, 2009); d. From Hell (Johnny Depp, 2001); e. The French Connection (Gene Hackman, 1971); f. The Guard (Brendan Gleeson, 2011); g. Magnum Force (Clint Eastwood, 1973); h. The Wicker Man (Edward Woodward, 1973); i. Beverly Hills Cop (Eddie Murphy, 1984); j. In the Heat of the Night (Sydney Poitier, 1967)


Your Workings:





Part 2

You wanna get these right or you might just wake up next to a horse’s head . . .

1   The Godfather was released in 1972; who played the title role, and who directed the movie? (2 pts)

2   Which two rivals does the Don’s younger son assassinate in The Godfather to prove himself a worthy member of the mob? Who won an Oscar as his friend and advisor, the Don’s adopted son, Tom Hagen? (3 pts)

3   What is the name of the family at the centre of The Godfather movies, and who has taken over the running of the family business by the second movie (1974)? (2 pts)

4   Who plays the second wife of the new Don in The Godfather: Part II? And who plays his father, the original Godfather, as a young man in a series of flashbacks? (2 pts)

5   When was the third Godfather movie released: 1977, 1980 or 1990? Who were the director’s sister and daughter, who both had major roles in the movie? (3 pts)

Total Points: 22. Targets: Novice 9 Pro 17. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 14: Olympic Games

Ten basic questions about the Olympic Games and a multi-part tester

Part 1

1   Which Finnish runner won double gold in the men’s 5,000 metres and 10,000 metres in both 1972 and 1976 Olympic Games, with the aid of steroids which would later be banned?

2   Who won an astonishing triple of men’s 5,000 metres, 10,000 metres and marathon in the Olympic Games of 1952? In which event did his wife also win a gold medal? (2 pts)

3   Which Soviet sprinter won both the 100 metres and 200 metres at the 1972 Olympic Games? Why would Russia have not won these medals in modern times? (2 pts)

4   Which French ski resort hosted the first Winter Olympics in 1924? (a) Aveyron (b) Chamonix or (c) Val d’Isere?

5   Greek post-office worker Spyridon Louys was the first winner of which famous event at the first modern Olympic Games in 1896?

6   What was seen for the first time in an Olympic swimming pool when Duke Kahanamoku won the 100 metres freestyle at the 1912 Olympics?

7   Which two countries contested a violent Olympic water polo semi-final at the 1956 games which left blood in the water and sparked fights in the audience? (2 pts)

8   What was the reason behind the boycott of the 1976 Olympics by twenty-six African nations? (Extra point for more detail)

9   Which piece of equipment let Daley Thompson down when attempting to defend his Olympic title in Seoul in 1988?

10   Michael Johnson won an unusual double by winning which two events at the 1996 Olympics? Who was the Frenchwoman who matched his feats in the women’s events that year? (3 pts)



Part 2

11   Who won the first women’s singles title at the Olympics when the sport returned to competition in 1988? Which sporting pin-up did she beat in the final? Miloslav Mečíř won the men’s event for Czechoslovakia. Which British entrant did Mečíř? beat along the way? Which country’s Davis Cup team does he captain (at time of writing)? Which sixteen-year-old American woman beat the holder at the next Olympics in 1992? (5 pts)

Total Points: 20. Targets: Novice 8 Pro 15. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 15. Books

Nothing tricky, just twenty straight questions

Part 1

1   The character of private eye Philip Marlowe, memorably portrayed on screen by Humphrey Bogart, was created by which American author?

2   Marabou Stork Nightmares was the less successful follow-up to which well-received debut novel?

3   Who is eligible for the Orange prize for fiction?

4   ‘Orr was crazy and could be grounded. All he had to do was ask; and as soon as he did, he would no longer be crazy and would have to fly more missions.’ What is being described?

5   Who used popular novel writing, in works such as Sybil and Tancred, as a means to further his political policies in the nineteenth century?

6   In which year was the first Harry Potter book published, was it 1993, 1997 or 2000? And which publisher released the book? (2 pts)

7   Charles Frazier’s Cold Mountain is set during which conflict?

8   What was Khaled Hosseini’s 2007 follow up to The Kite Runner?

9   Whose 2000 debut, White Teeth, won eight literary awards, including the Whitbread prize?

10   Who wrote the well-received 2003 debut novel, The Time Traveller’s Wife?



Part 2

11   Which novel charts the decline of the marriage of Dick and Nicole Driver?

12   Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls is set during which conflict?

13   Gussie Fink-Nottle features in which series of comic novels?

14   Which twentieth-century English novel spawned the phrase, ‘Big Brother Is Watching You’?

15   The Art of War is a masterwork by which Chinese martial philosopher?

16   What are Zagat, Harden’s and Gault and Millau all examples of?

17   What epic history by Edward Gibbon was completed in 1788?

18   Which great Victorian novel by which writer was subtitled A Tale of Manchester Life? (2 pts)

19   What was Stephen Crane’s 1895 epic about the American Civil War?

20   Stephen King’s Dark Tower series was loosely inspired by a poem by which nineteenth-century author?

Total Points: 22. Targets: Novice 9 Pro 17. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 16. General Knowledge

Fifteen straight questions and a multi-part tester; there’s a Philosophical air to this one

Part 1

1   In the Iron Age (roughly 800–500 BC), which group of city-states lay to the south of the Kingdom of Israel and included the city of Gaza within its territory? (It is a regular enemy to Israel in the Bible)

2   Who sprang to fame as a restless young mod in Quadrophenia, later turned up in EastEnders, but only had a short-lived TV dancing career?

3   Who is the most recent Brazilian driver to win the Formula 1 Brazilian Grand Prix?

4   Who was the BBC Sports Personality of the Year in 2006?

5   Who is the sporting twin of the man who captained Everton in the 2009 FA Cup final against Chelsea? (Careful . . .)

6   Which Dickens’ novel has Philip Pirrip as its main protagonist?

7   Which US golfer won his first Major (the US Masters) in 2004, has since won three more, and has played on nine consecutive US Ryder Cup teams to 2012?

8   What name is given to the obstructive parliamentary art of talking for so long that a Bill is unable to be put through?

9   Which public figure was born on the Greek island of Corfu on 10 June 1921?

10   Sam Spade, Private Eye, is the most famous creation of which US thriller writer?

11   Who is Prince William’s sister-in-law?

12   What great but eventually disastrous undertaking was launched by King Philip II of Spain in 1588?

13   What is the name given to the act of giving away money?

14   Who has been a team captain on Never Mind the Buzzcocks since the show began in 1996?

15   Phil Silvers, the US actor, is best known for which long-running TV role?



Part 2

16   In which US State is the city of Philadelphia? What took place in a sports stadium in the city on 13 July 1985? Old established baseball franchise the A’s (Athletics) moved to which city from Philly in 1968? Who directed the film named after the city in 1993? And who won Academy Awards for Best Actor and Best Original Song at the following year’s Oscar ceremony? (6 pts)

Total Points: 21. Targets: Novice 11 Pro 16. Your Score: [image: images]


Answers Quizzes 9–16

Quiz 9. General Knowledge

1. Disneyland; 2. Radio Times; 3. Nuns; 4. Jarrow (The Jarrow Marches); 5. (b) Beverly Hills, California; 6. 10 Downing Street; 7. Brake horse power; 8. Southend-on-Sea; 9. Fletcher Christian; 10. Sticky tape; 11. Scotland; 12. Rolls-Royce; 13. (b) she was beheaded by the Romans; 14. Slobodan Milošević; 15. Mount Everest; 16. Spanish, English, Arabic, Hindi and Bengali

Quiz 10. Rock and Pop

1. Kenney Jones, previously with the Small Faces; 2. Zimmerman (Dylan’s birth name was Robert Zimmerman, Deadmau5’s was Joel Zimmerman); 3. The Ramones (Johnny, Tommy, Dee Dee and Joey respectively); 4. Paul Jones; Mike d’Abo; keyboards; 5. ‘Don’t Go Breaking My Heart’ (they are the real names of Elton John and Kiki Dee); 6. Girls Aloud; 7. EMI; 8. Neil Young; 9. Louis Walsh; 10. Chaka Khan; 11. Fugees; 12. Crowded House; 13. Destiny’s Child; 14. Nirvana; 15. Boyz II Men; 16. Green Day (White became an official member after 13 years as touring member and session support); 17. Portishead; 18. Beastie Boys; 19. Faithless; 20. Boyzone

Quiz 11. Computer Science

1. Googlewhack; 2. Ridley Scott; 3. iTunes; 4. Random Access Memory; 5. Dell; 6. eBay; 7. MSN; 8. Internet search engines; 9. Gigabyte; 10. They are the Internet Consumer Protection Agency; 11. Harvard; 12. South Park; 13. Firefox; 14. 2007; 15. Information Technology; 16. Samsung; 17. iPad with retina display; 18. Sending or posting offensive messages; 19. Android; Linux; 20. Cracking German codes; Alan Turing

Quiz 12. Media

1. talkSPORT; 2. The Times; 3. House of Commons; 4. Audi; 5. Access; 6. Robert Maxwell; 7. Andy Coulson (he was implicated in the phone hacking scandal at the News of the World); 8. Manchester Guardian; 9. Good Housekeeping (it sells over 400,000 copies per issue; Cosmopolitan is between 350–400,000, Heat c.325,000); 10. MTV; 11. Tabloid newspapers; 12. Beyoncé; 13. Daily Mail; 14. New York Times; 15. It was an investigation headed by Nick Pollard, former, head of Sky News, into the BBC’s handling of the Jimmy Savile affair; 16. Boris Johnson; 17. Morning Star; 18. (b) Boston (the Globe, although twenty-six years younger than its rival, boasts an impressive twenty-one Pulitzer Prizes); 19. Central Office of Information (COI, it was one of a number of government departments axed during the cuts following the 2010 election); 20. Guinness; a harp

Quiz 13. Crime Movies

Mix and Match: 1, g; 2, j; 3, i; 4, c; 5, a; 6, h; 7, d; 8, b; 9, e; 10, f; 1. Marlon Brando; Francis Ford Coppola; 2. Sollozzo and McCluskey; Robert Duvall; 3. Corleone, Michael Corleone; 4. Diane Keaton; Robert De Niro; 5. 1990; Talia Shire is Coppola’s sister, Sophia Coppola his daughter (Shire was an accomplished actress, but future director Sophia was a car-crash as Mary Corleone)

Quiz 14. Olympic Games

1. Lasse Viren; 2. Emil Zátopek of Czechoslovakia; javelin; 3. Valery Borzov; Borzov was Ukrainian not Russian; 4. (c) Chamonix; 5. Marathon; 6. Modern freestyle (or front crawl) swimming; 7. USSR and Hungary (the games came two months after the Soviet invasion of Hungary); 8. A New Zealand rugby tour of South Africa in contravention of agreements regarding sanctions against apartheid; 9. His pole snapped during the pole vault; 10. 200m and 400m; Marie-José Pérec; 11. Steffi Graf; Gabriela Sabatini; Jeremy Bates; Slovakia (where Mečířr was born); Jennifer Capriati

Quiz 15. Books

1. Raymond Chandler; 2. Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting; 3. Women writers, writing in English; 4. Catch 22 (Joseph Heller); 5. Benjamin Disraeli; 6. 1997; Bloomsbury; 7. US Civil War; 8. A Thousand Splendid Suns; 9. Zadie Smith; 10. Audrey Niffenegger; 11. Tender Is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald; 12. The Spanish Civil War, where Hemingway himself was a protagonist; 13. The Jeeves and Wooster novels of P. G. Wodehouse; 14. Nineteen Eighty-Four (George Orwell); 15. Sun Tzu; 16. Restaurant guides; 17. The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire; 18. Mary Barton by Mrs Gaskell; 19. The Red Badge of Courage; 20. Robert Browning (‘Childe Rolande’)

Quiz 16. General Knowledge

1. Philistine Pentapolis (five city-states); 2. Phil Daniels played Jimmy in Quadrophenia, Kevin Wicks in EastEnders and exited Strictly Come Dancing in the first round in 2008; 3. Felipe Massa; 4. Zara Phillips; 5. Netball international Tracey Neville is the twin sister of Phil Neville (brother Gary is two years older); 6. Great Expectations; 7. Phil Mickelson; 8. Filibuster; 9. Prince Philip; 10. Dashiell Hammett; 11. Pippa Middleton; 12. Spanish Armada; 13. Philanthropy; 14. Phil Jupitus; 15. Sergeant Bilko; 16. Pennsylvania; Live Aid (US version); Oakland; Jonathan Demme; Tom Hanks and Bruce Springsteen


Quiz 17. General Knowledge

Part 1

1   What is the name of the country house on the Isle of Wight bought as a retreat by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert in 1845?

2   In which British National Park can the old cottage owned by the poet William Wordsworth be found?

3   What is the new name for what used to be John Hanning Speke Airport in Liverpool?

4   Who opened a store in New York in 1879, selling goods for only five cents?

5   Who was voted in as Russia’s President in the country’s first elections after the dismantling of the Communist state on 12 June 1991?

6   In 1909 Louis Blériot, a Frenchman, became the first aviator to cross which stretch of water?

7   Who won a second term as Prime Minister after a narrow election victory in 1951?

8   What connects the voting systems in Australia, Singapore and Turkey?

9   What was the name of the oil tanker which ran aground off the coast of Alaska in 1989?

10   Which long-established business institution in London allowed women in for the first time in 1973?



Part 2

11   The Gorbals is a famous working-class area of which city?

12   For what is the town of Whitstable in Kent best known?

13   In which country was human rights campaigner Ken Saro-Wiwa executed in 1995?

14   Which charity was launched by Bryn and Emma Parry in 2007 to help wounded soldiers with their recovery?

15   Where did Flight 19, which consisted of five US bombers on a training run, disappear in 1945?

16   In which Olympic sport might you get a double axel or a triple Salchow?

17   For what is movie director Gerald Thomas chiefly remembered?

18   The Tim Tam, a popular snack biscuit in Australia, was based on which equally popular British biscuit?

19   Where is the valuable Celtic manuscript The Book of Kells on display?

20   What is the most obvious connection between the English towns of Uttoxeter, Redcar, Pontefract and Market Rasen?

Total Points: 20. Targets: Novice 10 Pro 15. Your Score: [image: images]


Quiz 18. Sci-Fi Movies

Science fiction – double feature

Part 1

1   What is the name of the villain in the first Superman movie (1980) played by Gene Hackman?

2   Which British comic actor played Scotty, the engineer aboard the Enterprise in Star Trek (2009)? And which Aussie was cast as the bad guy, Nero? (2 pts)

3   Who made Ray Bradbury’s classic novel Fahrenheit 451 into a movie in 1966?

4   In 2005 both Steven Spielberg and Peter Jackson revisited classic sci-fi stories for their major movies; what were the two films? (2 pts)

5   ‘Serve the trust. Protect the innocent. Uphold the law.’ Whose mantra?

6   Which classic sci-fi movie concerns the invention of a beautiful robot by a scientist called Rotwang?

7   In which movie did David Bowie appear as Jareth the Goblin King?

8   What is Mad Max’s surname? And who leads the gang that kill his family and ignite his revenge in the first film in the franchise? (2 pts)

9   Who played the obsessive character at the centre of Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977)?

10   Planet of the Apes (1968); Beneath the Planet of the Apes (1970); MISSING (1971); Conquest of the Planet of the Apes (1972); MISSING (1973). Which two films in the original franchise are missing? (2 pts)



Part 2

11   Who made the 1989 underwater sci-fi chiller The Abyss?

12   If Sharon Stone betrayed an amnesiac Arnold Schwarzenegger in Paul Verhoeven’s 1990 version, who betrayed who in the 2012 version under Len Wiseman’s direction? (2 pts)

13   Who starred as a tough female tracker in a straight-to-video 1987 sci-fi film Cherry 2000, which has ascended to cult status?

14   What was the 1982 film starring Jeff Bridges as a computer
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