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Maybe you’ve dreamed of having a Thai girlfriend or wife. Maybe you’ll be traveling to or living in Bangkok and have heard about the greatness (or the evils) of Thai women. Or maybe you’ve already met a Thai woman and want to know what the hell is going on.

If you’re planning to operate on the rules from your home country—presumably the US, but this warning is just as valid if you plan on using the rules from any country that’s not Thailand, even an Asian country that’s not Thailand—you’re going to fall on your butt. 

You might be totally unable to meet the kinds of girls you’re after. Or you may meet girls who aren’t who you think they are. Or you may meet girls who end up mistreating you, emotionally or financially or otherwise, once you’ve committed to them, emotionally or financially or otherwise. Anyway, it won’t be good.

This is something Thai people always say, and I really hope you can believe me: Thailand is very different from every other country. I really don’t believe many of the standard things that Thai people tell foreigners (for example, “foreigners can never understand Thailand”—I don’t believe that at all), but having visited many foreign countries, lived in the UK and US, and met and worked with people from all over the world, I can really assuredly tell you that Thailand is more unusual, “more unique” (yeah, I know, that’s supposed to be grammatically wrong), more unlike any other country you’ve been to.

Many Thai people believe, even if they won’t tell you, that being unusual makes Thailand the best. Best culture, oldest culture, good culture, unique culture, every other country is full of savages—I don’t believe any of that, but many Thai people do believe it, and they’ll use it as justification for why you can never understand Thailand or you can never fit in Thailand or even why you can never get a Thai girlfriend or wife who’s not a prostitute. I don’t believe that at all. But I do believe that if you parachute into Bangkok without studying and considering how it’s different from your home country, you will indeed never understand Thailand.

Thai girls, Thai women are, of course, a multitude. One of the funniest things I’ve heard foreign visitors to Thailand say is that all Thai women are basically the same—look the same, talk the same, act the same. That to me indicates that the foreigner has only been meeting one very specific sort of Thai woman. Now, if the foreigner is a visiting medical researcher, maybe all the Thai women he’s been meeting have been medical researchers, and that’s the only type of Thai woman he knows. But the more common situation is that a foreign visitor to Thailand has been meeting only one type of Thai woman: prostitutes. And more specifically, prostitutes working in foreigner-oriented bars.

Before writing this book, I researched what was already out there, in books and online, about dating contemporary Thai women. I found that just about all the foreign experts characterize all Thai women as sexually open, passionately hot-tempered, economical with the truth, proficient in spoken but not written English, and always in financial crisis. Oh, and Thai women’s appearance as always described by foreigners: dark-skinned, short in stature, revealingly dressed. 

Okay, so imagine that you’re an American, and your Thai friend just moved to America, and he tells you he knows what American women are like. According to your Thai friend, all American women: have large breast implants, have many tattoos, go by names like “Porsche” and “Delicious,” often abuse drugs and alcohol, work at night, and are really great at pole-dancing. Your Thai friend, imagine, might even write a book titled Guide to American Women based on this information, and post his recommendations on the Thai-language internet, saying that, for example, the most important thing about finding an American girlfriend is finding one who offers two-for-one lap dances.

You’re laughing. But that’s how the “guides to Thai women” sound to a Thai person. There’s (maybe) nothing wrong with coming to Thailand and spending all your time with bar prostitutes. Just as there’s (maybe) nothing wrong with coming to America and spending all your time with strippers. But in either case, you should realize that you’re meeting only a very small and very unusual subset of the female population.

I’m a Thai woman. I’m not a hooker. Actually, many Thai women aren’t hookers. But many are. Whatever. It’s their life, and I don’t claim to be any better than they are, but it does annoy me when foreigners assume I’m a hooker just because I’m Thai. 

When I was a university student in Bangkok, two of my female friends and I decided to go on a trip to Singapore for the weekend. It was my first trip abroad without my parents. Our very first encounter with Singaporean perceptions of Thai women—the taxi driver from the airport to the hotel pretty much openly assumed we were prostitutes and was advising us that we can make much better money in Singapore than in Thailand.

Can you imagine being thought to be a prostitute just because you answer that you’re from a certain country? 

Also kind of funny, but not harmful, is when I tell people (outside Thailand) that I’m Thai, and they think I’m lying. Most Thai women that foreigners encounter, bar prostitutes, have a very specific ethnic look and a specific way of acting and dressing. People of the Issan-Lao ethnicity make up 30% of the Thai population, but they make up almost 100% of foreigner-oriented prostitutes. And the look of foreigner-oriented prostitutes is the “Thai person look” that people get used to, and then they can’t believe it when someone like me, who is not from that ethnic background, calls themselves Thai.

Of course that’s not purely a Thai phenomenon. When I studied in the US, I had a classmate named Eduardo Chen. As you might be able to tell from his last name, Eduardo’s ancestors, about a hundred fifty years ago, emigrated to Mexico from China. His family has lived in Mexico for many generations now (and they have managed to intermarry only with other people of Chinese Mexican origin), and he considers himself fully Mexican. 

But can you imagine when Americans would ask him “Where are you from?” and he’d say “I’m Mexican,” and they’d think he’s joking. 

“No man, really, where are you from?” 

“I’m Mexican.” 

“No, come on man, stop playing around, where are you from?”

“I’m Mexican.”

And so on. Just because Eduardo isn’t dark-skinned, doesn’t wear a sombrero, and doesn’t play in a mariachi band. He doesn’t care, but you can imagine it gets tiring, and he either ignores it, or pulls out his Mexican driver’s license if convincing the person really matters to him. 

And I get the same thing when I tell people I’m Thai. Either “No, Linda, ha ha, really, where are you from?” (Since “I’m Thai” is taken as a sex joke I guess) or “Oh, we say Taiwanese not Thai for people from Taiwan.” (Hey, good guess, but I really am Thai, from Thailand.)

So, guess what. Not every Mexican plays in a mariachi band or mows suburban lawns in Texas, even though those are the Mexicans you might see in the media and maybe in your town. And not every Thai woman is a prostitute, and not every Thai woman looks like someone from the Issan ethnic group, even though those are the Thai women you might see in the media and even in your town.

The reason I’m telling you these things is for your benefit, not mine. I’m not likely to meet you in person, and even if I did, I wouldn’t care that much what you thought of me. But if you’re trying to meet other Thai women, for dating or whatever other purposes, it’s good, really good, to know the subject matter. 

If I’m not a bargirl, then who am I?

I guess you can say I’m from Bangkok’s non-bargirl female masses.

I’m not a professional writer. I have an undergraduate degree in business from a Thai university, and then an MA from a US university. I work in a family business that’s involved in commercial real estate in the US, so I get to often travel between the US and Thailand and compare cultures, and also compare Thais’ and Americans’ perceptions of each other.

You could say I’m from an above-average socioeconomic background for Thailand, although if you compare my family’s income and wealth to US standards, it’s really nothing special. And you could say that insofar as I’m not a professional writer, this book is a bit of a vanity project for me. It’s fun to write, and I hope to inform people and get the word out. And maybe even the next time some non-Thai person asks me “hey, how can I meet a nice Thai girl... but not a ladyboy or a hooker!” I can send him to this book, rather than having to tell him that giving him a full answer would require writing a book, not a five-minute advice session or text message.

What I hope this book gives you:

	An understanding of Thai women that goes beyond bar prostitutes (with a brief discussion of prostitutes too). Knowing how to identify types of Thai women—and yes, Thailand is a pretty structured society, and Thai women really do tend to fall into certain set types, and yes, that will include discussion of ladyboys (Why do foreigners always worry about ladyboys? Outside the tourist prostitution areas, ladyboys are a rarity in Thailand.)

	Understanding of Thai culture as it applies to dating, especially as it applies to dating non-prostitutes.

	Specific ways to identify, meet, and attract Thai women who fit your dating criteria—both online and offline, but with the assumption that you will travel to Bangkok or are already here.

	Managing your relationship with a Thai woman.


I’m sorry that I can’t promise you that you’ll be swimming in hot Thai pussy within 24 hours of reading this book, nor that you’ll have a date with a supermodel upon landing in Bangkok. If I promised anything like that, you’d know I was a scammer, right? (Just like those “You can get rich buying these gems and reselling them in America” street scammers in Bangkok... watch out for those guys by the way!)

I will give you really, really good advice. To the best of my abilities, which are considerable. I don’t think many Thai women are able or willing to provide this guidance, at least not to strangers or a public audience. 

So consider yourself lucky. And after you read this
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