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Introduction
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My wife’s grandfather, John Jay Hackenberger, purchased the former Huling Hotel & Pack Horse Inn and Amity farm located in Amity Hall, Watts Township, Perry County, Pennsylvania from McClellan Cox in 1927. Hackenberger (who had an engineering degree from Dickinson College) sought to preserve the crumbling stone with plaster. He later removed some of the plaster to expose the date (1648) and old wall. The date was placed on the wall in memory of Marquis Lars Huling, the first white trader here.

According to information gathered by Pennsylvania Research Historians, Huling Hotel & Pack Horse Inn was built on the site of a large Native American village near their watering place. It is where Marquis Lars Huling first traded for beaver skins in 1648.

[image: Native American Homes: Wigwams, Longhouses, Tepees, Lodges, and other  American Indian houses]

Large Native American village near watering place

The population of the large Native American settlement that previously inhabited Huling’s property is unknown. A large chestnut tree in the center of Amity Farm (which was 7 feet in diameter and 400 years old according to Patric Duncan who counted the tree rings) was originally left standing to mark the site of the Native American longhouse. This ancient tree was later removed by John Jay Hackenberger in 1928.

[image: Native Americans in South Carolina]

Cutaway showing interior of a longhouse

History tells us that many of the Native American homes in the local area were constructed of bark. Longhouses could be 200 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 20 feet high. Inside the longhouse, raised platforms created a second story, which was used for sleeping space. Mats and wood screens divided the longhouse into separate rooms. Each longhouse housed an entire clan—as many as 60 people

Later Marquis Lars Huling gave the Native Americans 12 additional containers of rum to gather stones for a foundation for a log trading post. On returning the next year, Marquis Lars Huling found they had gathered a large pile of stones, enough for a foundation and a house, which his grandson (Marcus Lars Hulings) later built.

[image: https://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edu/gastudiesimages/Woodland%20Indian%20Village%201.jpg]

Native Americans gathered stones for Marquis Lars Huling

In circa 1735, Marcus Lars Hulings came to the area near the mouth of the Juniata River in Pennsylvania and built a trading post (depicted below) where his grandfather (Marquis Lars Huling) had local Native Americans (depicted above) gather stones for that purpose in 1648.

[image: Huling's Pack Horse Inn]

Huling Hotel and Pack Horse Inn

David Watts Hulings (3rd great-grandson of Marquis Lars Huling) became the possessor of the old homestead in 1808. He built the Amity Hall Inn (which is the subject of this book) in 1810. David Watts Hulings subsequently sold his family’s old homestead in Amity Hall to Dr. Daniel Nelson Ludwig Reutter in circa 1830.

During its heyday, in the era of canal boats and stage coaches, Amity Hall Inn was the most famous tavern in Pennsylvania, and remained so well into the 20th century, due to its ideal location at the intersection of the Susquehanna Trail (Route 15) and the William Penn Highway (Rt. 322).

Famous guests of Amity Hall Inn included inventor Thomas Edison, poet Edwin Markham, boxer Jack Dempsey, and aviator Amelia Earhart. Author Charles Dickens was also said to have stopped there for a meal while traveling by boat on the Pennsylvania Canal during his tour of America in 1842.
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Charles Dickens’ American Travels in 1842
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Charles Dickens reportedly dined at Amity Hall Inn near Harrisburg in 1842

In the early 1970s, the Amity Hall Inn was sold to Robert Mumma, Sr. (a Harrisburg businessman). The famous Amity Hall Inn operated continuously from 1810 until 1986, except for a thirty-year period (1892-1922) when it was used as a private residence for the Reutter family.

Following the death of Robert Mumma, Sr. in 1986, Amity Hall Inn sat vacant due to a 30-year court battle between Mumma’s widow (Barbara), daughter (Lisa) and son (Robert, Jr.) over their family corporation. During these three decades, Amity Hall Inn was boarded up and spray-painted with warnings not to trespass. But hundreds of people were cited with or arrested on charges of breaking into or vandalizing the vacant inn.

[image: ]Historic Amity Hall Inn was destroyed by arsons in May 2009

Over time, the abandoned Amity Hall Inn became the subject of a popular urban legend suggesting the property was haunted. Sadly, five arsonists burned down this historic building (shown above) in May 2009. Did ghosts ever haunt Amity Hall Inn at any time during its 199-year existence from 1810 to 2009? Well, that’s what we hope to find out.
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Huling Family
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Marquis Jean Paul Frederick de Hulingues

The ancestor of the so-called “Swedish branch” of the Huling family was Marquis Jean Paul Frederick de Hulingues, a Huguenot nobleman who was born in the old French Province of Bearn in circa 1552. Marquis served in the royal court of King Henry of Navarre.

[image: Extracted miniature from a book of prayers of Catherine de' Medici, representing Henry and Margaret as King and Queen of Navarre.]

Henry of Navarre and Margaret of Valois (Wikipedia)

Henry of Navarre was born in 1553 in Pau, the capital of the joint Kingdom of Navarre with the sovereign principality of Bearn. His parents were Queen Joan III (Jeanne d’Albret) of Navarre and her consort, Antoine de Bourbon, Duke of Vendome, King of Navarre. Although baptized as a Catholic, Henry was raised as a Protestant by his mother, who had declared Calvinism the religion of Navarre. From 1561 to 1567 Henry of Navarre lived with his second cousins, the children of the King Henri II of France, which included three future kings of France and Henry of Navarre’s future wife Margaret of Valois.
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French King Henri II, Catherine de Medici, and their children (Wikipedia)

In 1559, two years before Henry of Navarre lived with his second cousins, King Henri II of France died in a jousting tournament. It is interesting to note that the following quatrain by Nostradamus, a French apothecary and reputed seer, is often interpreted as predicting the death of King Henri II of France:

“The young lion will overcome the older one.

On the field of combat in a single battle;

He will pierce his eye through a golden cage,

Two wounds made one, then he dies a cruel death.”

The interpretation usually goes something like this: King Henri II of France (older one) jousted Gabriel de Lorges, Comte de Montgomery, Captain of his Scotch Guard (young lion), who was eleven years younger, during a tournament (field of combat). Both had lions on their shields. In their final pass, Montgomery’s lance tilted up, and went through Henri’s visor, splintering into pieces. Two shards, one through the eye (pierce his eye through a golden cage), and one through the temple, lodged in Henri’s head (two wounds made one). King Henri II of France suffered for eleven days (then he dies a cruel death) before dying.
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King Henri II fatally injured in jousting tournament (Alamy)

Catherine de Medici (Queen Consort of France) immediately took charge, kept watch by her husband’s bedside and refused to allow Diane de Poitiers (King Henri’s mistress) into the room. On 9 July 1559, the last rites were administered and King Henri II died early in the afternoon of the following day. He was 40 years old.

[image: ]

King Henri’s mistresses: Diane de Poiters & Lady Janet Stewart (Pinterest)

Diane de Poiters was soon banished from the French royal court and ordered to return all the jewels that King Henri had given her. King Henri’s other mistress Lady Janet Stewart (daughter of King James IV of Scotland, widow of Lord Malcolm Fleming, governess of Mary Queen of Scots, and 15th great-grandmother of this book’s author Raymond C. Wilson) had previously been banished from the French royal court in 1551 when she loudly pronounced in French (with a strong Scottish accent) that “I have done all that I can, and God be thanked, I am pregnant by the King, for which I count myself both honored and happy.”

The Comte de Montgomery (who had inflicted the fatal wound on King Henri II) prudently retired to his estate in Normandy. He became a Protestant and in time Catherine de Medici, who hated him, would take the opportunity to have him beheaded in 1574.

[image: The 1561 portrait of Catherine de’]

Catherine de Medici with her children (Wikimedia Commons)

Meanwhile, the new king was her 15-year-old son Francis II, husband of Mary, but he died within 12 months, in 1560, to be succeeded by his younger brother the 10-year-old Charles IX. Mary, her potential usefulness to the House of Valois at an end, was no longer welcome and left for Scotland in 1561. Charles IX lasted until 1574 and was succeeded by yet another brother, Henry III. With her sons on the throne and by now having a shrewd knowledge of the court, Catherine de Medici took the opportunity to become the dominant figure in the tumultuous French politics of the time, almost until her death in 1589.

As a teenager, Henry of Navarre joined the Huguenot forces in the French Wars of Religion. On 9 June 1572, upon his mother's death, the 19-year-old became King of Navarre. At Queen Joan's death, it was arranged for Henry to marry Margaret of Valois, daughter of King Henri II of France and Catherine de Medici. The wedding took place in Paris on 18 August 1572 at the Notre Dame Cathedral. The pope did not approve of the marriage because Margaret of Valois was Catholic and Henry of Navarre was Protestant.

[image: https://www.awesomestories.com/images/user/27d70931c3398e84fe734ee665c64652.jpg]

St. Bartholomew’s Day massacre in 1572 (Wikimedia Commons)

On 24 August 1572, the St. Bartholomew's Day massacre began in Paris. Several thousand Protestants who had come to Paris for Henry of Navarre’s wedding were killed, as well as thousands more throughout the country in the days that followed. It should be noted that Henri, Chevalier d’Angoulême (also known as ‘Henri the Bastard’) was the illegitimate son of King Henri II and Lady Janet Stewart. He served as Abbé de la Chaise-Dieu and Grand Prior General of the Galleys. Although noted for his writing of lyrical verse, Henri d’Angoulême was a man of great cruelty, being associated with the St Bartholemew’s Day Massacre. He played a major role in the two extended military battles against Huguenot strongholds during the height of the French Wars of Religion, engaging in the massive Siege of La Rochelle (1572–1573), organized by the Duke of Anjou (future Henry III of France) and leading the five-year Siege of Ménerbes (1573–1578), fought at a citadel in the Luberon foothills cherished by Pope Pius V.

Henry of Navarre (who was raised as a Protestant) narrowly escaped death thanks to the help of his wife and his promise to convert to Catholicism. Ironically, upon the
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