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       Introduzione

      This newly revised and expanded edition offers a comprehensive chronological journey through the history of Venice—the legendary Maritime Republic and the city of the Doges—from its very foundations to the modern era.

      To provide readers with a complete understanding of Venice's evolution through the centuries, this volume weaves together key local milestones with the broader national and international events that shaped the city's destiny. Inside, you will find:

      
        	
          Local History & Society: The founding of historical institutions, social movements, and the establishment of unique Venetian magistracies.

        

        	
          Military & Politics: The rise and fall of the Serenissima, its overseas conquests, and institutional shifts.

        

        	
          Art, Architecture & Culture: The construction of iconic churches, palaces, and urban developments, alongside major literary publications and cultural breakthroughs.

        

        	
          Primary Sources: A curated selection of historical documents and original texts central to Venice's legacy.

        

        	
          The appendix features a comprehensive webography mapping the city's contemporary institutions, cultural associations, foundations, museums, and research centers.

        

      

    
  
    
      
        
      

       302 BC

      Livy (Titus Livius) provides the first known written record demonstrating knowledge of the Venetian lagoon.

    
  
    
       290 BC

      The Romans cross the Apennines, occupying the coastal region stretching between the mouth of the Pescara River and Pesaro.

    
  
    
       255 BC

      Rome and the Venetian tribes form a strategic alliance to counter the threat of the Celts (Gauls).

    
  
    
       181 BC

      The Roman army marches through eastern Veneto on its way to establish the strategic colony of Aquileia.

    
  
    
       131 BC

      The Romans build the Via Annia, a major consular road connecting Adria, Padua, Altino, Concordia, and Aquileia.

    
  
    
       40 BC

      Under Julius Caesar Octavianus (later Emperor Augustus), the region of Venezia Marittima is formally incorporated into the territories of Rome.

    
  
    
       388

      A severe famine strikes the entire Po Valley (Valle Padana).

    
  
    
       395

      Following the death of Emperor Theodosius, the Roman Empire is partitioned: the Western Roman Empire sets its capital in Milan, while the Eastern Roman Empire rules from Constantinople (Nova Roma). The Mediterranean Sea is divided roughly along the 19th meridian East.

    
  
    
       401

      The Visigoths, led by Alaric, cross the Julian Alps into the Italian peninsula.

    
  
    
       408

      Alaric leads the Visigoths across the Julian Alps a second time.

    
  
    
       421

      March 25: According to historical legend, the city of Venice is founded by Paduan consuls, who also lay the foundation for the Church of San Giacomo.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       429

      January 8: The legendary consecration of the Church of San Giacometto di Rialto takes place, marking the historical birth of the city's very first church.

    
  
    
       452

      Autumn: The Huns, led by Attila, invade the Italian peninsula, devastating Aquileia and other major cities throughout the Veneto region.

      Along the banks of the Mincio River near Mantua, Pope Leo I meets with Attila in a historic bid to halt the Hunnic advance.

    
  
    
       466

      Representatives from the various island communities scattered across the lagoon gather in Grado to establish a unified governing body.

    
  
    
       489

      Commissioned by the Eastern Roman Emperor, the Ostrogoths under the leadership of Theodoric enter the Venetian plains. Odoacer suffers critical defeats along the Isonzo River and at Verona.

    
  
    
       535

      A severe famine ravages the northern regions of the Italian peninsula.

      Byzantine Emperor Justinian launches a campaign to reconquer Italy, dispatching imperial troops under the command of General Belisarius.

    
  
    
       536

      The Suebi carry out devastating raids across the Venetia region.

      536–540: A massive volcanic eruption releases a catastrophic dust veil, triggering a period of rapid global cooling. This atmospheric phenomenon causes widespread crop failures and severe famine across the Northern Hemisphere.

    
  
    
       537

      The prolonged famine in the northern peninsula finally draws to a close.

      537–538: Cassiodorus pens his famous letter to the maritime tribunes (tribuni marittimi) of the Venetiae, providing one of the earliest and most vivid descriptions of daily life and transport within the Venetian lagoon.

    
  
    
       539

      Byzantine forces begin their siege of the western capital, Ravenna. The lagoon populations are requested to receive and protect the vital supply ships arriving from Byzantium.

    
  
    
       548

      The Frankish King Theudebert I establishes his presence and influence within the Veneto region.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       551

      The Venetians provide crucial naval assistance to the new Byzantine commander, Narses, utilizing their shallow-draft vessels to transport an entire military contingent by sea to Ravenna.

    
  
    
       552

      
         Buildings and Structures

        As tradition holds, it was Narses who ordered the erection of the churches of San Teodoro and San Geminiano.

      
    
  
    
       553

      The Byzantine general Narses requests the assistance of the maritime Veneti in the war against the Goths, tasking them with the naval transport of troops toward Rome, as overland passage through the Veneto region had become impassable for his army.

    
  
    
       568

      The seat of the Patriarchate of Aquileia is transferred to Grado following the occupation of Aquileia by the Lombards, led by Alboin. This upheaval likely triggers a significant migration of the local population toward the refuge of the lagoon.

    
  
    
       569

      May: The invasion of the Italian peninsula by the Lombards, led by King Alboin, begins as they cross the Julian Alps.

    
  
    
       584

      Beginning approximately this year, the office of the Exarch—a Byzantine magistrate—is established in Ravenna.

    
  
    
       588

      The Veneto region is struck and severely damaged by a catastrophic flood.

    
  
    
       589

      This year marks the context for the famous passage cited by Paul the Deacon in his Historia Langobardorum regarding the Venetian lagoon: "Non in terra neque in aqua sumus viventes" (We are living neither on land nor in water).

    
  
    
       591

      An outbreak of plague strikes the areas of the Italian peninsula under Byzantine rule.

    
  
    
       605

      A second seat of the Patriarchate is established, leading to conflict with the original seat of Aquileia.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       608

      The Metropolitan of Grado officially ends the Schism of the Three Chapters, returning the see to the authority of Rome.

    
  
    
       616

      The Bishop of Candia flees to Caorle, within the lagoon, to escape the ongoing invasions.

    
  
    
       636

      According to tradition, the Church of Santa Maria Formosa is founded following an apparition of the Virgin Mary to Saint Magnus, Bishop of Oderzo.

    
  
    
       637

      Following the attack on Oderzo by the Lombard King Rothari in 637, the city of Cittanova—also known as Eraclea—is founded (c. 639) as a refuge for the displaced population.

    
  
    
       639

      September–October: The Cathedral of Torcello, dedicated to the Virgin (Santa Maria Madre di Dio), is founded by order of the Exarch of Ravenna, Isaac. A commemorative inscription is also placed on the island, representing the first written evidence of the city's existence.

    
  
    
       641

      The Lombards, led by Rothari, invade the province of 'Venetia et Histria'

    
  
    
       697

      According to the chronicler John the Deacon (Giovanni Diacono), the first Duke (Doge)—Paulicio or Paolo Luca (known in legend as Paoluccio Anafesto)—was elected in Eraclea this year during a general assembly of the lagoon peoples, convened by the Patriarch of Grado. The historian John Julius Norwich identifies Paulicio or Paolo Luca with the Exarch of Ravenna, Paul.

    
  
    
       717

      According to the account of Andrea Dandolo, Doge Paoluccio Anafesto is killed in Eraclea by a faction of rebellious nobles. Marcello Tegaliano succeeds him as Doge.

    
  
    
       726

      Doge Marcello Tegaliano dies in Eraclea.

    
  
    
       727

      Orso Ipato is elected Duke (Doge) of Maritime Venice. This event marks the first recorded free election of a Doge.

    
  
    
      
        
      

       729

      Byzantine forces, supported by the Venetians, successfully recapture Ravenna.

    
  
    
       735

      The Venetian fleet intervenes to liberate Ravenna, the capital of the Exarchate and Byzantine Italy, which had been occupied by the Lombards. The Exarch, having fled Ravenna for Venice, had personally solicited the aid of Doge Orso.

      The Diocese of Olivolo is established.

    
  
    
       737

      Doge Orso is killed. For the following five years, the government is held by a succession of magistri militum (Masters of the Soldiers), elected annually: Leone (traditionally Domenico Lion), Felice Cornicula, Deusdedit, Iubianus Ipato, and Giovanni Fabriaco.

    
  
    
       741

      Byzantine forces, once again with the assistance of the maritime Veneti, regain control of Ravenna.

    
  
    
       742

      Duke Deusdedit (Diodato), son of Duke Orso, is elected, bringing an end to the rule of the "masters of the soldiers" (magistri militum).

      Duke Deusdedit transfers the seat of government from Heraclea to Malamocco.

    
  
    
       748

      Earliest documentary evidence of the slave trade conducted toward Islamic countries.

    
  
    
       750

      First recorded evidence of diplomatic and commercial contacts between Venice and Islamic countries in North Africa.

    
  
    
       751

      The Exarchate of Ravenna collapses; the lagoon islands begin to emancipate themselves from Byzantine dominion.
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