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I. Ioakim is the pen name of an independent author whose work explores the myths, histories, and interior lives of ancient Greece. Writing in the tradition of literary mythology fiction, I. Ioakim reimagines the gods, Titans, and mortals of the ancient world as fully interior beings — conscious, suffering, and searching for meaning within the structures that define them.

The mythology series spans primordial deities, Olympian gods, heroes, and the women whose stories the ancient tradition consistently underrepresented. Each novel is written as a standalone work, entering a single consciousness and staying there long enough to understand what it costs to be that particular being in that particular world.

I. Ioakim's books are available through Amazon KDP and major digital retailers worldwide.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Table of Contents

[image: ]


Prologue

Chapter One: The Floating Island

Chapter Two: What Governing the Winds Required

Chapter Three: Before Odysseus

Chapter Four: The Arrival of Odysseus

Chapter Five: The Bag and Its Contents

Chapter Six: The Return of Odysseus

Chapter Seven: The Honest Assessment

Chapter Eight: What the Winds Knew

Chapter Nine: The Six Sons and Six Daughters

Chapter Ten: The Responsibility of the Keeper

Chapter Eleven: What He Understood About Travelers

Chapter Twelve: The Divine Order

Chapter Thirteen: The Floating Island and the Fixed World

Chapter Fourteen: The Legacy of the Bag

Chapter Fifteen: What the Winds Carried Home

Chapter Sixteen: The Keeper and the Kept

Epilogue

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Prologue

[image: ]


He kept the winds in a bag, and he gave the bag to Odysseus, and Odysseus's men opened it within sight of Ithaca, and this was the specific and somewhat humiliating end of the one genuinely useful thing he had done for the most famous traveler of the age.

This is the story of Aeolus — keeper of the winds, lord of the floating island of Aeolia, the man whom Zeus had appointed to govern the winds and release them or restrain them according to whatever the divine will and the divine order most directly required.

It is the story of what governing the winds actually was — the specific and daily work of managing the most fundamental and most immediately powerful of the natural forces that the ancient world's sailors and farmers and everyone else whose lives were organized around the specific quality of the weather most directly depended on.

It is the story of Odysseus's visit — the hospitality, the gift of the winds, the return after the bag's opening, and the specific and pointed refusal to help a second time.

It is, in the end, a story about what it meant to be the keeper of something that the entire world needed and that the entire world was constantly, in various ways, at the mercy of — and what the responsibility of keeping it most directly required of the keeper.
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Chapter One: The Floating Island
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Aeolia floated. This was the specific and somewhat extraordinary feature of the island that distinguished it from the ordinary islands of the Aegean and the Mediterranean whose fixed positions in the sea were organized around the geological realities of the sea floor rather than the divine arrangements that gave Aeolia its particular and unusual character. The island moved — not randomly, not in the unpredictable way that the winds it housed might have suggested as the natural mode of movement for a place whose most defining characteristic was its relationship to the winds, but in the specific and purposeful way of a divine arrangement whose floating was itself the expression of something genuinely organized rather than simply unmoored.

He had lived on the floating island his entire life. This was the specific and ordinary fact about his existence that the extraordinary character of the island's nature most directly contextualized — that the man who governed the winds and kept them in their bag and released them or restrained them according to the divine order's requirements was a man who had always known the floating island as simply the place where he lived, the specific and particular context of his own daily existence rather than the remarkable and extraordinary thing that it most directly appeared to be from the perspective of those who encountered it for the first time.

The island was surrounded by a wall of bronze. This was the specific and practical feature of Aeolia's construction that the tradition preserved as the most immediately visible expression of the island's particular character — the bronze wall that enclosed the floating island giving it the specific and somewhat fortress-like quality of a place whose contents were considered worth enclosing and protecting in the specific and deliberate way that valuable and powerful things were enclosed and protected.

He kept the winds within the wall. The specific and immediate practical purpose of the bronze enclosure was the containment of the winds that were his specific responsibility to govern — the winds being genuinely powerful and genuinely dangerous in the specific and unmanaged form that their natural expression took when they were not being governed and restrained and organized in the specific and purposeful way that his custody of them most directly required.

He thought about the winds the way that a person thought about the most fundamental and most defining feature of their own daily existence — not with the dramatic and heightened attention of someone encountering something genuinely remarkable for the first time, but with the specific and somewhat habitual attention of someone for whom the remarkable thing was simply the ordinary context of the ordinary life.

The winds were noisy. This was the specific and immediate sensory quality of his daily existence on the floating island — the sound of the winds within their containment, the specific and various sounds that the various winds produced in the specific and various forms of their contained existence on the island that housed them, the constant and comprehensive sonic environment of someone whose home was also the place where the most powerful of the natural forces were being held.

He had children. Six sons and six daughters, and the sons had married the daughters in the specific domestic arrangement that the tradition preserved as the particular and somewhat unusual feature of the Aeolian household — the endogamous structure that the island's isolation and the specific requirements of maintaining the wind-keeping within the family had organized the household's domestic life around.

The household was full and specific and genuinely his own. The floating island and the bronze wall and the winds within the wall and the twelve children and their domestic arrangements were the specific and particular context of a life that was genuinely and specifically his rather than simply the remarkable background for the episode with Odysseus that the tradition had found most worth preserving.
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