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  Introduction

  
  




Christianity was never meant to be a mask people wear on Sundays while hiding who they truly are Monday through Saturday.




God did not call us to perform holiness. He called us to become holy.




This book is not written to condemn people. It is written to awaken them.
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  Chapter 1: The Rise of Fake Christianity

  
  




2 Timothy 3:5 NLT




They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!



There are many people who call themselves Christians yet spend their lives wearing a spiritual mask. They have become skilled performers, presenting an image of godliness that convinces others they are devoted followers of Christ. Their words sound spiritual, their appearance seems religious, and their behavior in church appears admirable. Yet beneath the surface, something is missing.




For some, the performance begins every Sunday. They attend church, speak the language of faith, and participate in religious activities. However, once they leave the church building, the act often ends. Their lives outside the church reveal a completely different reality.




Throughout my Christian journey, I have witnessed this kind of behavior many times. I have seen young women act religious to gain the attention of a spiritual brother, and I have seen young men present themselves as deeply spiritual to impress a sister in Christ. Their goal was not genuine devotion to God but the approval and admiration of people.




Many who appear religious are not truly pursuing God. They listen to gospel music only when they are in church or when they are around a pastor or church leader. When they are alone, their desire for God disappears. Some act religious because they want to impress their pastors. They want to be recognized as faithful and committed, so they create an image that gains the approval of others.




Over the years, I have encountered people who eagerly discuss Scripture whenever they are around me. They speak about how much they love God, how powerfully God once used them, and how committed they are to their faith. Because I often discuss the Word of God, these conversations naturally arise. Yet in some cases, it becomes clear that they are more interested in appearing spiritual than actually living a godly life.




The danger of religious acting is that it causes people to reject the very power that can transform them. The Apostle Paul described people who have “a form of godliness but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:5). Such individuals possess the appearance of Christianity while rejecting the power that produces genuine godliness.




A powerless Christian is often a Christian who has become comfortable with appearances. After wearing a mask for so long, they begin to believe the mask is their true identity. Just as a person can become accustomed to wearing a disguise, they can also become accustomed to pretending. Eventually, the act feels natural even though it is not real.




Habits have tremendous influence. When a behavior is repeated long enough, it can feel normal regardless of whether it is genuine. A person who continually acts spiritual may eventually lose the ability to recognize that they are acting at all.




This problem exists not only among church members but sometimes among church leaders as well. The Pharisees provide a clear biblical example. They were respected religious leaders who appeared righteous before people, yet Jesus repeatedly exposed their hypocrisy. They displayed religion outwardly while resisting the transforming work of God within.




I previously wrote a book titled Pharisees: Poison in the Pulpit. In that book, I focused primarily on church leaders who display Pharisaical characteristics. This book takes a broader approach. Its purpose is to challenge every believer who has become trapped in religious performance and to confront the growing problem of fake Christianity.




Scripture warns believers to be cautious around those who continually maintain a form of godliness while rejecting its power. The warning is serious because such people can influence others to embrace religion without transformation.




Many Christians who merely act religious live no differently from the world around them. They pursue the same lifestyles, entertain the same desires, visit the same places, and make the same choices as unbelievers. The only visible difference is occasional church attendance. Christianity becomes an activity rather than a transformed way of life.




A genuine Christian does not reject the power that produces godliness. Instead, they embrace it.




In Christian theology, that power is the Holy Spirit. Godliness is not produced through human effort alone. It is the result of God’s Spirit working within a believer, transforming desires, renewing the mind, and empowering obedience. The Holy Spirit enables believers to live in a manner that reflects Christ.




Sadly, some Christians reject or criticize the work of the Holy Spirit. Some dismiss spiritual gifts, while others openly criticize practices such as speaking in tongues.




I remember sitting in a church service where believers were praying in tongues. A young man sitting near me turned and asked, “What language are these people speaking?”







I smiled and replied, “They are speaking in tongues.”




He laughed and said, “I thought they were speaking Spanish.”




I explained that speaking in tongues is a spiritual gift described in Scripture and pointed him to Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Day of Pentecost. Although he listened respectfully, he remained unwilling to embrace what the Bible teaches about this gift. In my view, he was rejecting a work of the Holy Spirit that could strengthen his spiritual life.




On another occasion, I was gathered with fellow believers, and several visitors had been invited to join us. One brother wanted to teach about the baptism of the Holy Spirit and pray for those who desired it.




After teaching, he asked, “Who would like to receive prayer for the baptism of the Holy Spirit?”




No one responded.




Another brother stood up and offered further explanation. He carefully clarified what had been taught and again invited anyone who was interested to come forward.




Still, no one responded.




One young woman openly stated that she did not believe what was being taught. Before long, disagreement and misunderstanding filled the room. To make a long story short, no one accepted the invitation, and several people left feeling offended.




I was particularly concerned because many of the visitors had been invited by me. During the following week, I reached out to some of them personally and apologized for the confusion in an effort to restore peace.




Looking back, I do not blame them. Most of them were first-year students, while many of us had been walking with Christ for several years. They came from different churches and backgrounds. In many of those churches, the Holy Spirit was mentioned but rarely taught in depth.




When people have never been taught about the Holy Spirit, they may view unfamiliar teachings with suspicion. What they do not understand can easily seem strange or even unbiblical. Yet Scripture presents the Holy Spirit as God’s gift to believers and as the One who empowers them to live godly lives.




I personally believe in the ministry of the Holy Spirit. I pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance, depend on His power, and seek His work in my life daily. I have chosen not merely to possess the appearance of Christianity but to embrace the power that produces genuine transformation.




Fake Christianity is satisfied with appearances. True Christianity seeks transformation. One wears a mask. The other welcomes the work of the Holy Spirit. One impresses people. The other pleases God.




The choice before every believer is simple: Will we settle for a form of godliness, or will we embrace the power that makes us truly godly?




Reflection Questions


	Am I pursuing genuine transformation or merely maintaining a Christian appearance?

	Does my private life reflect the faith I display publicly?

	Have I become more concerned with impressing people than pleasing God?

	Am I relying on my own efforts, or am I depending on the Holy Spirit?

	Are there areas of my life where I have resisted the Holy Spirit’s work?

	Would those closest to me describe me as transformed or merely religious?




Signs of Fake Christianity




✓ You appear spiritual in public but neglect God in private.

✓ You seek the approval of people more than the approval of God.

✓ You talk about spiritual things but rarely practice them.

✓ You have a form of godliness but resist genuine transformation.

✓ You are more concerned with looking holy than becoming holy.

✓ You wear the mask of Christianity but reject the power that changes lives.

✓ You know Christian language but lack Christian obedience.

Scripture Spotlight




2 Timothy 3:5 (NLT)




“They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!”




Truth: God is not looking for people who merely appear godly. He is looking for people who allow His Spirit to transform them.

Truth Bomb 


A mask can fool people.                                                                                                                                               It can never fool God.                                                                                                                                          The greatest danger is not being a sinner.                                                                                                 The greatest danger is pretending not to be one.




Self-Examination Challenge




For the next seven days, spend time with God when nobody is watching.                                  Read Scripture.                                                                                                                                                   Pray.                                                                                                                                                               Worship.




Seek God without posting about it, mentioning it to anyone, or seeking recognition.




Ask yourself: “Would I still pursue God if nobody ever noticed?”

Prayer

Heavenly Father,




Forgive me for every time I have valued appearance more than transformation. Remove every spiritual mask that keeps me from living honestly before You. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit and transform my heart from the inside out. Help me to seek Your approval above the praise of people. Let my Christianity be genuine, not performative. Make me more like Christ each day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Key Takeaway

Fake Christianity focuses on appearing godly.




True Christianity focuses on becoming godly through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit.

Chapter Closing Statement

Religion can change behavior.                                                                                                                                           Only the Holy Spirit can change a heart.                                                                                                                     Fake Christianity wears a mask.                                                                                                                                      True Christianity embraces transformation.
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  Chapter 2: Christianity as Performance

  
  




Matthew 6:1 NLT


“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward from your Father in heaven.


 

One of the clearest signs of performance Christianity is serving for attention rather than serving God. Some people perform good deeds primarily because they want to be seen, praised, and admired by others. Their motivation is not love for God or compassion for people but the desire for recognition.


The evidence of this becomes clear when the applause stops. When people no longer notice them, compliment them, or celebrate their efforts, they lose their enthusiasm and often stop serving altogether. Their commitment was never built on devotion to God but on the attention they received from people.


Jesus warned against this kind of religion. He spoke about those who performed righteous acts publicly in order to gain admiration from others. Their reward was the praise of people, but they forfeited the reward that comes from God. The issue was never the good deed itself. The issue was the motive behind it.


As believers, we must constantly examine our hearts. Why do we serve? Why do we give? Why do we help others? If our greatest desire is to be noticed, then we have shifted our focus away from God and onto ourselves.


The moment you begin serving without expecting recognition, praise, or attention from people, you take a significant step away from performance Christianity and toward genuine Christianity. True service continues whether anyone notices or not.


There is nothing wrong with giving in secret. In fact, some of the most beautiful acts of service are those that no one knows about except God. When you help someone privately, support a person in need without announcing it, or give generously without seeking credit, you reveal a heart that is motivated by love rather than recognition.


Public displays of generosity can sometimes unintentionally embarrass the very people we are trying to help. The person receiving assistance may feel exposed, inferior, or ashamed when their need becomes public knowledge. Serving quietly often protects their dignity while honoring God.


Sadly, many Christians serve in churches and ministries primarily because they desire the admiration of others. These individuals are easily offended when their efforts go unnoticed. They become discouraged when someone else receives praise while they receive none. In some cases, they even stop serving altogether because they feel unappreciated.


The truth is that people are often occupied with their own concerns. They have families to care for, bills to pay, challenges to overcome, and personal struggles that demand their attention. Most people are not intentionally ignoring those who serve; they are simply focused on the responsibilities and pressures of their own lives.


If your motivation for serving is human attention, disappointment is inevitable.


Consider why most people attend church. They come to worship God, hear His Word, pray, fellowship with other believers, and receive spiritual encouragement. They come seeking strength, guidance, healing, wisdom, and a deeper connection with God. Their attention is naturally directed toward these needs.


In reality, very few people arrive at church thinking primarily about the individuals serving behind the scenes. Most are focused on receiving ministry rather than observing those who are ministering. This is not necessarily selfishness; it is simply the reality of human nature.


Because of this, those who serve in the church must learn an important lesson: serve God, not people.


If your service depends on receiving attention from others, your commitment will be unstable. But if your service is an act of worship to God, you will remain faithful whether people notice you or not.


The same principle applies outside the church. People everywhere are dealing with their own concerns. Many are carrying burdens that others cannot see. They are focused on work, family, finances, health, and countless other responsibilities. Because of this, they may not recognize or acknowledge every good deed you perform.


Do not allow that to discourage you.


When you do good, do it because you love God. When you serve, serve because God has called you to serve. When you give, give because you want to honor Him.


Even during church services, it is common to see people distracted. Some are focused on their phones. Others are thinking about responsibilities waiting for them at home. Some are mentally elsewhere even though they are physically present in the sanctuary.


A preacher may passionately teach the Word of God while only a small portion of the congregation







The question every believer must answer is simple: If no one noticed your service, would you still serve God with the same passion and faithfulness?


Reflection Questions


	Why do I serve in my church, ministry, or community?

	Would I continue serving if nobody ever thanked me or recognized my efforts?

	Have I ever become discouraged because someone else received praise while I did not?

	Do I secretly desire applause, recognition, or admiration from others?

	Is my service an act of worship to God or a performance for people?

	What motivates me more: God’s approval or people’s approval?




Signs of Fake Christianity









Scripture Spotlight







Truth Bomb








Self-Examination Challenge









Prayer




Key Takeaway




Chapter Closing Statement
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