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INTRODUCTION

Nearly fourteen billion years, give or take, after our whole universe became more than a hot, dense state, Chuck Lorre and Bill Prady’s The Big Bang Theory exploded as a popular culture phenomenon. Today, a few years after its brilliant-if-heartbreaking 2019 finale, annual viewing minutes on Netflix and other streamers remain in the billions, showing no signs of slowing down. Just like the universal physical constant observed in the speed of light.

Running for 12 seasons from 2007, this witty, silly, infinitely quotable show, with its highly acclaimed ensemble cast, proved that prime-time TV about math, science and history didn’t have to be a mystery to “the normals” (to quote Sheldon). Thanks to the award-winning chemistry between its principal characters – Leonard, Sheldon, Penny, Raj, Howard, Bernadette and Amy – The Big Bang Theory now regularly tops polls as the most bingeable comedy show ever made.

And deservedly so. It’s bitchin’.

This indispensable Little Guide to The Big Bang Theory is the ultimate celebration; a tiny tome stacked with enough wit, wisdom and wisecracks to possibly kickstart wave-particle duality. Filled to the brim with the most memorable lines and a bunch of trivia, this compact compendium is guaranteed to boost your bookshelf’s IQ with more “Bazinga’s!” than is probably safe to consume in one sitting.

From Sheldon’s petty awkwardness to Leonard’s shy desperation and Howard’s proud perversions to Penny’s playful but pithy put-downs of all her new friends, The Big Bang Theory proves that Newton’s laws of universal gravitation are true: it doesn’t matter how big or clever we think we are, it is the connection between us that matters most.

It’s time to get our Sheld-on, so let’s go…





[image: ]



THE LORRE/PRADY TELEVISION EXPERIMENT

Chuck Lorre and Bill Prady’s vision for The Big Bang Theory was simple: reboot Friends for the internet age, but replace all the smug simpletons with even more smug, socially awkward (and sexually inept) scientists to create a smart comedy about modern relationships that didn’t dare dumb down its intelligence for an audience.

The result? A sitcom that would have made Richard Feynman proud.

The Lorre/Prady Television Experiment
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You wanna hear an interesting thing about stairs? If the height of a single step is off by as little as two millimeters, most people will trip.I did a series of experiments when I was 12. My father broke his clavicle.
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Sheldon, to Leonard, about his earliest science experiments at home. This is not the reason Sheldon was sent to public school – that was for his “work with lasers”!

Season 1, Episode 1: “Pilot”
“Sheldon Cooper Quotes”, the-big-bang-theory.com
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Hey, look at me, I don’t have a foreskin.
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Raj, to Howard, mocking him for using his circumcision as a way to lure Missy, Sheldon’s hot twin sister, into a date. It didn’t work. (Missy seemingly had the hots for Raj though.)

Season 1, Episode 15: “The Pork Chop Indeterminacy”
“100+ Big Bang Theory Quotes That Are Outta This World”, scarymommy.com, October 28, 2019




2311 North Los Robles Avenue

The address of Leonard and Sheldon’s apartment, in Pasadena, California.

They live in apartment 4a. Penny lives in apartment 4b.
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I’m as much a part of this relationship as you two. I think that it is high time that we put all our cards on the table. For example, where is this going? Are you two ever getting married? And if so, where will we all live?

[image: ]

Sheldon, to Penny and Leonard, after not allowing the couple to have any privacy. The couple’s lack of privacy is contributed to their inability to grow and make decisions together.

Season 7, Episode 13: “The Occupation Recalibration”
imdb.com
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We don’t need strength, we’re physicists. We are the intellectual descendants of Archimedes. Give me a lever and a fulcrum and I could move the earth.

[image: ]

Leonard, to Sheldon, discussing a large box of furniture that they had to take up to their apartment on the fourth floor, with the elevator out of order.

Season 1, Episode 2: “The Big Bran Hypothesis”
“Sheldon Cooper Quotes”, the-big-bang-theory.com
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Wow, so in your world, you’re the cool guys.
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Penny, to Howard, after he told her that “Fishman, Chen, Chowdry, McNair aren’t fielding a team in the University Physics Bowl this year,” because “they formed a barbershop quartet, and got a gig playing Knotsbury Farm.”

Season 1, Episode 13: “The Bat Jar Conjecture”
“100+ Big Bang Theory Quotes That Are Outta This World”, scarymommy.com, October 28, 2019
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I feel like Sheldon seems to approach every situation by trying to figure out the scientific nature of things. I like how his scientific reasoning so frequently doesn’t work in the real world when he’s dealing with Penny or when he’s out in a restaurant – but he sticks to his guns. I really like that about him. He’s very sure of himself in a lot of ways and I think that’s very neat.
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Jim Parsons (Sheldon),
about portraying Sheldon,interview with Adam Tanswell, Digital Spy, October 5, 2011
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Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny, Penny…
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Sheldon, to Penny, while dressed in costume as The Flash. When an angry Penny opens the door and asks what the hell is wrong with him, his reply is: “I’m The Flash. I just knocked 30,000 times.”

Season 4, Episode 11: “The Justice League Recombination”
imdb.com
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Sheldon changed the password. It’s now ‘Penny is a freeloader’... no spaces.
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Leonard, to Penny, when she asks Leonard if their apartment Wi-Fi is not working. Rather than pay for her own, she borrows Wi-Fi from apartment 4a.

Season 4, Episode 14: “The Thespian Catalyst”
“Leonard Hofstadter Quotes”, the-big-bang-theory.com
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That movie was like twenty years ago. Imagine how saggy those things would be.
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Howard, to Leonard, discussing the three-breasted Martian prostitute from 1990’s Total Recall – a film that is, paradoxically, set in the future, the year 2084.

Season 3, Episode 9: “The Vengeance Formulation”
“The Big Bang Theory, Season 3”, quotes.net
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That’s no reason to cry. One cries because one is sad. For example, I cry because others are stupid, and that makes me sad.
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Sheldon, to Penny, who feels stupid while Sheldon is doing his very best to teach her about the basic fundamentals of physics.

Season 3, Episode 10: “The Gorilla Experiment”
“The Big Bang Theory: The 20 Best Sheldon Cooper Quotes”, screenrant.com, November 27, 2023
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I don’t like to kiss and tell, but somebody made it to eighth base!

[image: ]

Howard, to Leonard, while entering Leonard’s laboratory to tell him of his successful date the previous evening. Leonard, like the rest of us, is unsure what eighth base means in Howard’s world.*

Season 3, Episode 12: “The Psychic Vortex”
tvfanatic.com, January 12, 2010

* It’s seventh base with his shirt off.
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Relationship Agreement, Section 4: Boo-boos and ouchies. You have to take care of it.
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Sheldon, to Amy, regarding their contractual “Relationship Agreement”, after Amy fails to understand why she needs to hear, or care, about Sheldon’s splinter.

Season 5, Episode 10: “The Flaming Spittoon Acquisition”
“The Big Bang Theory, Season 5”, quotes.net
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It must be humbling to suck on so many levels.
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Sheldon, to Leonard, after checkmating his roommate at three-dimensional chess.

Season 1, Episode 11: “The Pancake Batter Anomaly”
“The Big Bang Theory: Sheldon Cooper’s 13 Best Quotes”, movieweb.com, June 6, 2023
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I want to build a road, but I need wood. Do either of you fellows have wood?… Oh, come on. I just want wood. Why are you making it so hard?
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Sheldon, to Raj and Howard, while playing the board game Settlers of Catan, oblivious as to why his gameplaying companions are chuckling.

Season 5, Episode 13: “The Recombination Hypothesis”
imdb.com
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My mom gave me the same lecture about my virginity. Gotta tell you, it was a lot more fun taking it out and playing with it.
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Penny, to Sheldon and Leonard, comparing her virginity to a vintage mint Star Trek transporter toy she gifted to Sheldon after hearing that “it loses its value” once opened.

Season 5, Episode 20: “The Transporter Malfunction”
“Penny Quotes”, the-big-bang-theory.com
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Hang on, I know. He’s the wheelchair-dude who invented time.
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Penny, to Sheldon, excitedly, though incorrectly, admitting that she knows who Professor Stephen Hawking is.

Season 5, Episode 21: ‘‘The Hawking Excitation”
tvfanatic.com, April 5, 2012
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You’re right, all sex has is nudity, orgasms and human contact.
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Leonard, to Sheldon, about sex, when Sheldon believes that Howard would choose Halo over sex because “As far as I know, sex has not been upgraded to include high-def graphics and enhanced weapons systems.”

Season 1, Episode 7: “The Dumpling Paradox”
imdb.com
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You do your little experiments, I do mine.
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Penny, to Leonard, after serving Sheldon a couple of virgin Cuba Libres that “turned out to be a little bit slutty”, just to see what would happen.

Season 1, Episode 8: “The Grasshopper Experiment”
“The Big Bang Theory, Season 1”, quotes.net
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Leonard, please don’t take this the wrong way, but the day you win a Nobel Prize is the day I begin my research on the drag coefficient of tassels on flying carpets.
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Sheldon, to Leonard, after Leonard asks: “Did UPS drop off a Nobel Prize with my name
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