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I. Unclean Spirits: The Oldest Recorded Evil

And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. (Genesis 1:31) Conflict of the Ages Part One: The Scientific History of Origins concludes with the creation completed. The original Creation, including spiritual beings, was created very good. 

At some point during this creation, God created the being described below.
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A. Lucifer, The Leader of Unclean Spirits

 ... You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: carnelian, chrysolite and emerald, topaz, onyx and jasper, lapis lazuli, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created ...  (Ezekiel 28:11-19, NASB)

1. The Anointed Cherub 

Like all the other created things, this being was created very good. Lucifer, or Satan, was created as a cherub before God created the man, Adam. Lucifer walked in Eden. He walked in stones of fire (probably volcanic activity in or near the garden of Eden), and was adorned in gold and jewels. But Ezekiel continues.

… till wickedness was found in you. Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made spectacle of you before kings. By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching. All the nations who know you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no more.

2. Star of the Morning; Son of the Dawn

Isaiah also describes the same being. Because the Hebrew words can be legitimately translated more than one way, compare the KJV and the NASB. Each translation is correct, but each translation brings out another facet of meaning.

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, the sides of the north: I will ascend above the clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. (Isaiah 14:12-15 KJV)

How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning son of the dawn: You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! But you said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the north. I will ascend above the height of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.

Nevertheless, you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit. Those who see you will gaze at you, they will ponder over you, saying, Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world like a wilderness and overthrew its cities, who did not allow his prisoners to go home? (Isaiah 14:12-17, NASB)

Both translations are valid. The KJV translates O Lucifer, son of the morning as a name and a title. The NASB translates the same Hebrew words as O star of the morning son of the dawn, and as a title only.

3. His Power and Authority

The phrase King of Tyre in Ezekiel 28:12 is the idea of a clan chieftain, a chosen leader over a group of tribes of equal authority, like David was as the king of Israel. The King of Tyre is not an absolute monarch like Pharaoh, the King of Assyria, the King of Babylon, or the Lord God Almighty. So even though the entire realm of rebellious angels, demons, and unclean spirits united in rebellion against God, they are only kept in line by force. They seem to all want to act independently.
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B. The Origin of Unclean Spirits

The KJV translates Ezekiel 28:14, Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth, as a title, and he is sometimes called the Covering Cherub. He walked upon the holy mountains of God and among the fiery stones. So Satan or Lucifer is the first or leader of these evil spirits.

1. Rebellious or Fallen Angels

Though we have no time reference, at some time Satan deceived a third of the angels into joining him in rebelling against God. 

a. Scriptural teaching

This rebellion is described in Revelation.

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth. (Revelation 12:3, 4 KJV)

Then another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads were seven diadems. And his tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. (Revelation 12:3,4a, NASB)
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These Scriptures make the point of Satans rebellion and sin, as well as his enticing other angels to follow his example. The heavenly beings we call angels come in different varieties. Cherubim, seraphim, angels, archangels are all named in the Scriptures.
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But it is interesting to compare non-biblical texts that also speak of a proud rebel in ancient times. The cuneiform tablets of the Assyrian people are among the oldest surviving documents in the world.

b. Similarities to the Biblical Record in Other Sources

Translator George Smith, author of The Chaldean Account of Genesis,1 includes in his work a translation from Assyrian cuneiform tablets that he admits are fragmentary and which he does not fully understand. He calls this story The Sin of Zu. (Question marks in quoted texts refer to words the translator is uncertain about.)

9. The desire(?) of majesty he conceived in his heart, 
14. may my throne be established, may I possess the parzi, 
15. may I govern the whole of the seed of the angels. 
16. And he hardened his heart to make war, 
22. Zu fled away and in his country concealed himself. 
23. Then spread darkness, and made a commotion …1 

Notice the similarities between what the Scriptures teach us about Satan and the Assyrian Zu. Satan rebelled, and led a rebellion of other created beings, because he was proud and wanted to be like the most high. We are not told if these angels who followed Satan in rebellion are the same as the unclean spirits or demons the New Testament describes, which can inhabit and control men. This is possible. 

2. Nephilim

There is a theory concerning the Sons of God described in Genesis 6:2, beings who are described as having gone in to the daughters of men before the Flood and produced Nephilim (giants) as offspring. If they were rebellious or fallen angels they may have become demons when their bodies were destroyed in the flood. (Please see a discussion of the alternate theories for the identities of the sons of god later in this work.) It is also possible that we know nothing of the origins of demons. Whatever their origins, the Scriptures teach that there are myriads of evil spirits.
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C. The Agenda of Unclean Spirits

1. I Will Make Myself Like the Most High

a. Authority of Scripture

Once again, the Scriptures speak for themselves and have authority without any need for support from other ancient sources. Still, it is beneficial to examine parallels in other ancient documents, especially those documents claiming to be a record of times before the flood. These documents indicate that all men once knew the truth of Gods Word. Without the knowledge of the Word of God, filtering the truth from myths is a hopeless task.

b. Similarities to the Biblical Record in Other Sources

Later in this work (p. 194) we will examine more closely the real origin of legends of gods and demigods. The Epic of Atrahasis, an ancient Akkadian account of preflood times, speaks of lesser gods attacking and trying to overthrow greater gods. The lesser gods resented being made to do all the work of digging canals and growing food. (The endnote also sources the text in the graphic below.)2
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Let us face up to our foreman the prefect; he must take off our heavy burden upon us! Enlil, counsellor of the gods, the warrior, come, let us remove him from his dwelling. Background image Public Domain 

2. Satan; the Accuser of the Brothers, the Busy One

The account above seems to describe either Satans original rebellion against God, or perhaps the unrest Satan has to deal with among his rebellious angels. This clearly shows powerful, rebellious spirits that cannot be taken lightly. Not only are they powerful and rebellious, they are in places of authority. Today Satan has access to the very throne of God. 

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. (Job 1:6,7 KJV)

Satans answer, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it shows Satans industry. This is the basis for his name The busy one. In most non-western cultures he also has a variety of names meaning the industrious, busy one. He is too busy for God. Yet for all his industry, Satans war on God will not prevail.


[image: img10.jpg]
II. Gods Purpose in Allowing Evil
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A Gods Plan for Defeating Satan

Satans Attack: Gods Provision

1. The Fall: the Protoevangelium

Satan believed he defeated God by seducing Eve in the Garden. God intervened with the curse, the Fall, expulsion from the garden and the promise of the Messiah.

2. The Flood: the Covenant with Noah

Satan believed he defeated God corrupting the whole earth. God intervened by destroying mankind with a flood while rescuing Noah.

3. The Tower of Babel: the Division of Mankind

Satan then believed that he had united mankind in rebellion against God by building a tower (gate) at Babel. God intervened by dividing mankind though language barriers.

4. National Idolatry: Call of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel

Satan corrupts mankind scattered throughout the earth. God calls Abram. Satan attempts to destroy Abraham and his children, but fails. Satan believes Joseph dead. God makes Joseph ruler of Egypt. 

5. Slavery In Egypt: Moses, the Exodus, and the Law

Satan believes the Children of Israel will be destroyed in Egypt. God sends Moses, destroys Egypt, and gives Canaan to the Israelites.

6. Every man did the Right In His Own Eyes: the Judges

Satan corrupts the Children of Israel repeatedly. God sends Judges, the last being Samuel. Samuel anoints Saul and David, beginning the Kingdom.
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7. Foreign invaders: God anoints a king

Satan attempts to completely annihilate the Children of Israel using the Philistines, Ammonites, and Amalakites. God sends Saul and David to militarily defeat them.

8. Satan corrupts the kingdom: God sends prophets

Beginning with Solomons foreign (unbelieving) wives, Satan corrupts the Kings of Israel. God sends his prophets.

9. Israel/Judah reject the prophets: God sends captivity

Satan introduced Baal worship to Israel. God sends Elijah and Elisha. Satan introduces all the gods of the heathens to Judah. God sends Isaiah and Jeremiah.

10. Satan builds World Empires: God sends His Son

Satan builds the Empires of World; Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. God sends His Son.

11. The Church corrupted: Rapture and Tribulation

Satan corrupts the Church: God removes His Church and sends Great Tribulation on Earth, temple is rebuilt and sacrifices restarted.

12. Satan attacks Israel: Messiah returns/Satan bound

Satan attacks Israel directly: Jesus returns and set up His Kingdom on Earth. Satan is bound for a thousand years.

13. Satan released: Eternal judgment 

Satan is released and deceives the entire world once again into attacking God: God destroys the Universe with judgment and eternity begins.
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B. Satans Future

1. Satan will be thrown out of heaven.

Today Satan is known as the Prince (or ruler) of the Power (or authority or power of choice) of the Air.

a. Satan made accountable for bringing sin into the universe

Satan is responsible for sin. He introduced sin into the material universe by deceiving Eve. These judgments on Satan are the consequences of the decisions Satan made.

There is no way to know if the angels (called stars in Revelation 12:3-4, quoted above) were with Satan in Eden. We know that Satan wanted to be like the Most High. After his own fall, it appears that the first step Satan took to again attempt to be like the Most High was to corrupt Gods crowning achievement, the being created to worship God and to fellowship with Him: man.

Lucifer, the Light-Bearer, Son of the Dawn, became Satan, the Devil, and the great Red Dragon. Sin originated with Satan in his rebellion against God, his pride and his seeking to get followers and worshipers. Through Adam, the first man to sin, sin crossed the boundary from the spiritual world to the material universe. Satan is also known as the accuser, because of his fondness for pointing out mans sin, the sin he led man into.

b. Satan and his angels will live on the material earth

Sometime in the future, Satan and his angels will be thrown out of heaven. Since this is before they are thrown into the Lake of Fire, at that time they will live on the Earth. When Satan and his angels are cast out into the earth, the earth might mean just planet Earth or it might mean the entire material universe. This passage in Revelation describes the banishment from heaven of Satan and his angels.

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (Revelation 12:7-9)
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2. Satan will be in the Abyss for one thousand years

When Jesus the Messiah returns to earth in power and glory, his feet will touch the Mount of Olives and Satan will be cast into what is called the bottomless pit in the KJV but is called the abyss in most translations. The bottomless pit or the abyss is not the Lake of Fire. The beast and the false prophet will be thrown immediately into their eternal dwelling the Lake of Fire. Satan will be released from the bottomless pit after one thousand years to travel about on the earth.

Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time. (Revelation 20:1-3 NASB)

3. Satan will be in the dark Lake of Fire for eternity

wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. (Jude 13 KJV)

The term wandering stars refers to unclean spirits. Just as there are categories of angels so there are categories of unclean spirits.

When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Revelation 20:7-10 NASB)
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C. The Origin of Evil

To properly understand the origin of evil, we must understand several very difficult facts.

1. God did not create evil.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools... Romans 1:18-22 NASB

2. God created a being, perfect in beauty. This being chose to rebel.

All things came into being through [Jesus] Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. John 1:3 NASB

3. That being, Satan, created by the Messiah, introduced sin into the universe.
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You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murder from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar, and the father of lies. (John 8:44 NASB)

This verse is included because it teaches us that Satan is the father of lies. But apart from our adoption into a new family, each of us must realize that these words of Jesus apply to us. Our father is the devil. We lie because our father is the father of lies. Our father was a murder from the beginning and does not stand in the truth. If we do not choose the adoption into the kingdom of God, we will perish with our father, the devil.

4. We do not know why God created Satan.

Many have asked why God created Satan. God does not choose to reveal to us in the Scriptures why he created Satan. This is a very unsatisfying answer, but it is the real answer. The LORD God is sovereign, holy, just, and righteous. Why a holy and just God would create this being, knowing that Satan would plunge, not just the material world, but also the spiritual realms, into chaos, is beyond our ability to understand. 

We must rely on Deuteronomy 29:29. The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law. (NASB) After all that we have written so far in this work, we have to admit that the reason for the creation of an anointed cherub that covered, whom God foreknew would rebel and become the ultimate cause of evil, is not knowable.

The Sin of the God Zu (from The Chaldean Account of Genesis) includes statements quoted below that make it clear that Zus evil desires did not originate with his creator (his mother had not placed him, his father had not placed him) His actions were a result of his own choices, and his decision to rebel and to deceive mankind came from his own will and heart. (The endnote also sources the quote in the graphic below.)3 

Whether the passage fits Satan or some human or demigod ruler, it is evidence that evil did not originate with God but was a personal act of rebellion. Note also, here and in other ancient texts, that changing into animal or part-animal forms appear in close association with sin and rebellion. This is important to remember, whether Satan actually assumed the form of the serpent, or even if he only indwelt the serpent or controlled its actions.

These passages relate a common theme, that of a powerful being as the source of pride and rebellion, and the original source of evil. Many religions, such as Zoroastrianism, spend enormous amounts of time and energy attempting to determine the origin of evil. Ancient Sanskrit texts of Hinduism contain billions of words on this subject and span centuries of mans written thoughts. Yet these massive tomes shed no more light on the subject. They prove once again that mans reasoning apart from Gods revelation does not provide answers.
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his mother had not placed him ... his father had not placed him ... and with him did not {go}, the strngth of his knowledge ... from the will of his heart a resolution he did ... In his own heart a resolution he made, to the likeness of a bird he changes, to the likeness of the divne storm bird (or Zu bird) he changed ...
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D. Love Conquers Evil and Glorifies God

But God did not intend for us to be obsessed with evil; to exhaustively study it. Instead the Word of God commands us to love and worship Him and turn from evil. He intended for the brief scriptural mentions of evil to be enough to keep us from it. The other ancient texts quoted here are simply further evidence that man once knew the truth and still had fragments of it in his memories, even as he wrote his own ideas and imaginings and invented his own religions.

1. Marriage: the divine relationship

While the entire material creation was still very good, before sin entered the material universe, Adam established the first marriage, and laid the groundwork for all future marriages. Jesus quoted Adams wedding vows when He condemned divorce, giving this statement the authority of God. 

And He answered and said to them, Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning made them male and female, and said, For this cause a man shall leave father and mother and shall cling to his wife, and the two of them shall be one flesh? Therefore they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate. (Matthew 19:4-6 NASB)

Removed skillfully and carefully, certain rib tissue will regenerate,4 even today. God made Eve to be one with Adam, and Adam understood that it went beyond just the physical fact that she was created from part of him.

[image: img19.jpg]And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and
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