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  Disclaimer


  


  Since the end of the world did not occur on 21 December 2012 as we all expected, this revised 2013 Edition of Money Number One is now available. This book is the same as earlier editions except it has been updated to reflect the many changes which have occurred in Pattaya over the past twelve months. As with all previous editions, the author shirks all responsibility for the content and offers the following warning:


  


  This book is for entertainment only and was written in the spirit of fun. No disrespect or offence to any individual or group of people is intended or implied. These pages contain generalizations, anecdotes and references to personal experiences, observations and opinions. Stories relating to the author’s personal experiences are as accurate as his alcohol-affected memory will allow.


  


  Absolutely no effort has been made to authenticate stories passed on by third parties. Stories told through word of mouth tend to change somewhat each time they are related, but they are included because in the opinion of the author, editor and publisher, each one reflects a plausible scenario. Any similarity or resemblance to any person alive or dead is their problem.


  


  Tips and advice are offered with the best of intentions but if you come to Thailand for a holiday, follow any or all the suggestions offered and still screw up, it’s your problem.


  


  The prices referred to throughout this book are quoted in Thai baht. Although due care has been taken, they are approximations and should only be used as a guide.
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  1 - Preface



  


  “In any country where talent and virtue produce no advancement, money will be the national god. Its inhabitants will either have to possess money or make others believe that they do. Wealth will be the highest virtue, poverty the greatest vice. Those who have money will display it in every imaginable way. If their ostentation does not exceed their fortune, all will be well. But if their ostentation does exceed their fortune they will ruin themselves. In such a country, the greatest fortunes will vanish in the twinkling of an eye. Those who don’t have money will ruin themselves with vain efforts to conceal their poverty. That is one kind of affluence: the outward sign of wealth for a small number, the mask of poverty for the majority, and a source of corruption for all.”


  Denis Diderot (1713–84), French philosopher. written in 1774 for Catherine the Great of Russia.


  2 - Introduction



  


  On Christmas Eve 2001, the first edition of Money Number One, subtitled ‘The Single Man’s Survival Guide to Pattaya’, was released in Pattaya. It was a book like none other before it. The author had obviously conducted extensive and expensive research in his attempt to produce an informative and humorous traveller’s guide. Offering constructive advice in a light-hearted and anecdotal manner, it attempted to explain many of the traps which lie waiting for men who arrive in Pattaya to discover a thirst is mandatory, a fat wallet is obligatory and morality is listed as an optional extra. It received very kind reviews from English language press in Thailand (Bangkok Post; Pattaya Today; Pattaya Mail) and very supportive praise from a young Thai female reviewer in Ying Thai magazine, a popular monthly women’s magazine.


  In his Bangkok Post review of Money Number One, Bernard Trink wrote, “Hutchison might have pointed out that much of what he suggests unique to Pattaya applies to Bangkok as well.” Mr. Trink’s view is correct and what applies in Pattaya bars also applies to other adult entertainment areas throughout Asia. Investigating them all would require time and money so, with no evidence to the contrary, if you are reading this in a bar in Bangkok, Phuket, Chiang Mai, Phnom Penh, Manila or Angeles City, you can, relative to the general advice offered, substitute the name of your location for Pattaya. Furthermore, reliable sources suggest that gay men (nothing wrong with that) may substitute the masculine equivalent of the gender-specific terms used throughout this book and the story is virtually the same thing.


  


  I asked a Pattaya Bar Hostess if it was indeed true that money is number one. Her response of, “Not true. For me, farang number one,” sent me into deep shock until she restored my faith by smiling and adding, “because they give me money.”


  


  The updated second edition called Money Still Number One was published in May 2004 and a year later a full-page article appeared in the Thai daily newspaper, Matichon, decrying the book as denegrating Thai womanhood. A few Pattaya Bar Hostesses apparently believed the book was teaching foreigners what they did not want them to know; divulging too many secrets. One comment was that Pattaya’s Bar Hostesses were ‘crying’ because Money Still Number One was responsible for ‘reducing their income’.


  The book was voluntarily withdrawn from sale and the author forced to flee the country and move to Tibet, where he promised to devote whatever remained of his miserable life to meditation, self- flagellation and the search for inner peace.


  After close scrutiny of all Neil Hutchison’s books by the Thai Ministry of Culture, it was found there was no case to answer. It transpired that this was just a vindictive attack by one unscrupulous individual. Pattaya streets were not filled with angry Bar Hostesses bearing torches and carrying buckets of tar and feathers, seeking out the author of the book they mistakenly believed portrayed them as being less than the honest, virtuous maidens they perceive themselves to be. Some people have no sense of humour.


  The third edition, reverting to the original name Money Number One, came out in July 2006 after being re-edited, revised and updated by a brown-nosing pommie from Chelsea, London, with the poncy name Aloysius Bartholemew Thistlewaite. He retained all the good, honest and informative advice while redrafting the anecdotes and opinions in a politically correct way so the words could not be taken out of context. The result was a ‘Politically Correct’ version, guaranteed to make it impossible for even the most insecure, xenophobic, self- centred, thin-skinned, snivelling whinger to take offence. The result can be likened to an episode of that entertaining and educational television series, Kung Fu, in which the old Chinese Master was teaching his disciple, the not very Asian-looking David Carradine:


  


  “Remember, Grasshopper, any foolish man can learn from reading lines of prose. A wise man learns more by reading between them.”


  


  The Special 2012 Doomsday Edition brought readers up to date with the changing Pattaya scene but was not available in bookshops as a hard copy. Likewise, this 2013 ‘Lucky for Some’Edition is also only available in electronic form.


  It is impossible for any book to cover every contingency, but the e-mails received from readers confirm what Money Number One does cover is right on the mark.


  


  “I wish I had read this book before I first set foot in Thailand.”


  


  This was the most common response and an indication that the person would have had a much better time in Thailand had he been given more reliable information from the outset. The newly arrived male visitor to dazzling Pattaya finds himself in a Disneyland for adults, a place unlike anywhere else on this planet. He sees the neon Pattaya which greets the holidaymaker, wears him down, chews him up then spits him out ten days later. Many foreign visitors make just about every mistake there is to make and fall for every sweet mouth. Even after several trips and in spite of all the advice, they are still paying vet bills for sick buffalo, still paying for new roofs for distant houses, still buying motorcycles for unseen relatives and still getting dumped by the love of their life once their money runs out. Of course, if they knew then what they know now, things would have been different. Perhaps.


  Tourists are taken advantage of in every country. Some object to it strongly while others consider it the price they pay for a lack of local knowledge. Whichever way you look at it, anyone who is cheated, ripped off or falls in love with a local resident who subsequently empties his wallet or bank account will return home to report that holiday destination was a terrible place and advise friends against going. That is in spite of how idyllic it might have otherwise been.


  If, however, either before arriving or while there, he reads an honest book explaining how to behave, how to be careful and use common sense, some of the pitfalls associated with being a stranger in a foreign land can be avoided. Result: He has a great time and reports it is a wonderful place to visit.


  


  “I’m going to take this book home to show my friends, because they don’t believe me when I tell them about Pattaya.”


  


  To anyone who has never been here, Pattaya is almost impossible to describe. With truth and logic the early casualties, the reality is that here, single foreign men are no longer the predator but the quarry, no longer the hunter but the hunted. Recounting Pattaya exploits to the uninitiated back home loses its thrill when continually met with looks of disbelief.


  


  “There is one place in Thailand I hate more than anywhere else on the planet - the departure lounge at Bangkok airport.”


  


  If e-mails are anything to go by, that sentiment is shared by thousands of men, with one guy actually confessing he was in tears as he boarded the plane home. Suvarnabhumi airport departure lounge must be the most depressing place in the world. The reason is simple. Pattaya is such a fun and exciting town it can be addictive - more addictive than nicotine or alcohol.


  Sitting in the departure lounge, the withdrawal symptoms can be acute with the visitor realizing that there is no turning back - he must get on the plane and he must go home. But ‘reality’ and the ‘real world’ will never be the same again. Suddenly, the weather back home seems exceptionally cold, wet and miserable. Suddenly, the girl in the office or the local pub, the one who he has been trying to chat up for the last six months, is not as pretty as he previously thought.


  So why not simply enjoy the place and forget about trying to understand it? Because the Pattaya addiction can get you down if you let it. It can defeat you if you let it and, in the final analysis, it can break you if you let it. Knowledge is power and the more you understand how and why something works, the more chance you have of working with it and enjoying it.


  Many foreign men come to Thailand, make fools of themselves, fall in love with a charming local lady and marry after a two-week whirlwind romance. The Self-Appointed Foreign Defenders of the Realm, (S.A.F.D.R.), preach that being married to a Thai is the ultimate honour and such liaisons have no less chance of success than Western marriages. Further, if the union does break down, it is almost exclusively due to a lack of understanding exhibited by the Western spouse of the cultural superiority of his faultless Thai partner. True or not, most love-struck Western men would benefit from more knowledge before taking the plunge. Learn first, fall in love later.


  


  Someone once said, “If you could give the person most responsible for your problems a big kick up the arse, you wouldn’t be able to sit down for a month.”


  


  If, after reading Money Number One, you are even more firmly committed to carving out a niche for youself in this amazing place called Thailand, there are three other books which are highly recommended reading. The novel Bangkok 8 by John Burdett, published by Corgi Books, is set in Bangkok and is supposed to be totally fictional. That is probably the case as far as the plot goes but, as a glimpse into the underworld and seedy subculture of Thailand, the author shows remarkable insight. Even if not into the detective-murder- mystery genre, some of the dialogue and observations will help foreign readers appreciate a little of the Thai view of their world.


  Thailand Fever by Chris Pirazzi and Vitida Vasant, published by Paiboon Publishing, is a guide for foreigners finding themselves in a relationship with a Thai. Just as Money Number One is a ‘must read’ for foreign men coming to Thailand NOT to see the temples, Thailand Fever is a ‘must read’ for any Western male contemplating entering a romantic relationship with a Thai lady. In both English and Thai, it contains explanations of her ‘Thai ways’ so you won’t be left scratching your head at some of her behaviour. She can learn about you as well because, if there is something you feel needs explaining, you can point out the corresponding paragraph in Thai for her.


  The novel Private Dancer by Stephen Leather is a chilling story about a mutually destructive relationship between a foreigner and a beautiful Bangkok Go Go dancer. It tends to be very cynical but makes valuable reading because it probably represents the worst case scenario. (It would be difficult to imagine a more tragic tale.) The author does a great job of exposing the difference between the Thai idea of ‘love’ and the Western concept of ‘love’, while showing just how blinded a foreign man in love can be to truth and reality.


  Writing a book like Money Number One is not easy. It involves hours upon hours of painstaking research; sitting in bars, dives and seedy rooms night after night; forced to speak with some of the most beautiful women in the world. It means fighting a losing battle against alcoholism to the extent of writing for hours before realizing you’ve been using the wrong end of the pencil. It means developing theories about places and people then having to test them out to make sure the strategy works more than just the one time. Consequently, it means making mistakes, faux pas, goofs and blunders because you don’t follow your own advice and instincts. It means being a stupid farang.


  Appreciation goes to those expats and holidaymakers who bravely bared their souls to pass on advice and share anecdotes from their often embarrassing experiences for inclusion in these pages. There is no such person as an ‘expert’ on Thailand because here, experience is the only teacher and the class lasts a lifetime. Nevertheless, the learning process certainly makes life interesting. So pull up a bar stool, order yourself a drink and pay attention.


  


  “Let us have wine and women, mirth and laughter, Sermons and soda-water the day after.”


  Lord Byron (1788–1824), English poet


  3 - Magnificent Pattaya



  


  According to 2010 statistics, Pattaya/Banglamung is home to some 150,000 permanent Thai residents, probably the same number of unregistered residents and, at any one time, up to 20,000 foreign expats. It is also home to 100,000 motor vehicles and about 300,000 motorcycles, all of which seem to be on the road at the same time. Just under two hours drive from Bangkok, it is situated on a bay, is compact and has everything a foreign tourist could possibly want. And it is booming, with new hotels, apartment blocks and businesses springing up at a remarkable pace. Wherever you may travel in the world, there is nowhere like Pattaya. Geographically, it may be located in Thailand, but it is not typical of Thailand. Outwardly, it may have the appearance of being European or American, but it is not. Pattaya is a confluence of cultures, both East and West, Thai and non-Thai. It would be a mistake for visitors to judge the place by its appearance and an even greater error to judge the Thai people by what you see or hear during a short holiday in Pattaya.


  Improving Pattaya’s international image by promoting the resort as a family destination has not been a waste of time. Millions of ‘budget’ and ‘high-class’ tourists arrive with their friends or families for a wholesome vacation. The majority of families, couples and unattached foreign women have a very enjoyable time. Many opt for accommodation in the quieter areas of Jomtien (south of Pattaya) or Naklua (north of Pattaya) but even those who stay in the centre of town could spend a week or more without exposure to the type of activities for which Pattaya is more famous. Even if they do interact with the bars, the meritorious Hostesses of Pattaya’s adult entertainment areas treat foreign women incredibly well and, as for children, Thai girls are crazy about them. The hostesses will play with them, keep them amused, dote over them and generally take better care of them than professional baby-sitters. The kids have a great time.


  There are also visitors, not exclusively male, who come to partake in the style of entertainment and partying at which Pattaya excels. Those who come here specifically for the nightlife find themselves with plenty to occupy their time. Once the sun sets, a full spectrum of delights awaits them, adapted to suit everyone from the shy first-timer to the guy who believes ‘Sleazy’ was not just the name of the eighth dwarf.


  Because of this, and in spite of its well-earned popularity, some foreign writers have had a field day ‘Pattaya Bashing’, describing it as a brothel, dangerous or a haven for foreign paedophiles, drug addicts and criminals. This garbage is written by journalistic hacks who spend a few days here and sensationalize their copy in order to sell newspapers. The people who live here and frequent visitors know that writing the truth would sell more plane tickets than newspapers.


  For the foreigner [farang], Pattaya can be a cheap holiday or an expensive one. Hotel rates are generally cheaper than in Bangkok and Phuket, while restaurants are also less expensive. Tourists who come here for ten days with a seemingly endless supply of cash and a pressing desire to throw it all away as quickly as possible will have the time of their lives. There is no shortage of people eager to accept their money but when you ask the locals later what they thought of the free-spending foreigner, some politely suggest he could have been a little more careful with his financial disbursements. In the local vernacular that comes out as “Stupid farang”.


  When to Come



  


  Apart from the extraordinarily heavy monsoon of 2011 which flooded northern Thailand and Bangkok (but not Pattaya), the weather is usually perfect in Thailand. Visitors used to colder climates may be forgiven for assuming that between April and October it is very hot and wet. The truth is the warm glow covering the perfect landscape is occasionally broken by gentle raindrops falling to earth like petals to enrich the fertile soil. May to November is called the ‘low season’ because there are fewer tourists about and business is not as active. Airfares to Thailand are usually lower, the already very affordable accommodation is plentiful and room rates are even cheaper.


  From December to April, called the ‘high season’, it is pleasantly hot and dry although December can be refreshingly cool, especially during the Christmas-New Year period. There are many more tourist arrivals, escaping freezing conditions in their home countries, and hotels are often heavily booked. If you plan to be here during this time, ensure that you book a room in advance and reconfirm your booking just before leaving home. Veteran travellers are aware that in every country in the world, some hotel managers have the annoying habit of double-booking or forgetting.


  For most single men, especially those whose passions extend no further than nocturnal activities, any time is a good time to come to Pattaya. The population of charming hostesses expands and contracts in proportion to the number of tourists so many men prefer to be in Pattaya during the low season when it is not so crowded. Bars and places of entertainment often discount their prices to attract the fewer customers and even the breathtaking hostesses are vulnerable to a bit of bargaining.


  


  TIP


  On your first trip to Pattaya it is wise to pre-book a room even if only for your first two days. You will at least be assured of a bed while you check out other places to stay for the rest of your trip. If the hotel is to your liking, it is easy to extend your booking. Changing hotels, though, is not a bad idea as you will find out in a later chapter.


  Songkran



  


  Special mention must be made of the annual Songkran festival which, in Pattaya, is held from the 12th to the 19th of April. Songkran is a Thai word meaning ‘move’or ‘change place’ and is used to describe the day when the sun shifts its position in the zodiac. Often called the ‘water festival’, Songkran is supposed to be a gentle and solemn Thai ceremony heralding in the wet season and the Thai New Year in accordance with the Buddhist calendar. Many Thais believe water will wash away bad luck and cleanse them of their sins, prompting one local wit to observe: “The fact that Pattaya’s entire Thai population spends a whole week and uses millions of litres of water to wash away its collective sins maybe gives an indication of what the natives think of themselves and may serve to put the city in perspective.”


  Songkran, Pattaya style, is seven days of sheer madness and the world’s biggest water fight. Many smarter residents take advantage of this time to take their annual vacation in another country. For people who stay, it means being continually wet for seven days. Not just damp - totally soaking, dripping wet. It is fantastic fun but you must have a strong sense of humour and a strong tolerance for water. It is also a time to take extra care on the roads. Throughout Thailand there are more than 500 deaths and over 34,000 injuries in vehicle accidents during the Songkran celebration. These accidents are attributed to a combination of alcohol consumption and the throwing of water. Around 80% of the accidents involve motorcycles, so take the hint. If you come to Pattaya for Songkran, do everyone a favour and bring some common sense with you. Do not throw or fire a blast of water at anyone riding a motorcycle. The water can blind them for a few seconds and anything can happen.


  The last day of the Pattaya festival, the 19th, is the craziest day of all and has to be seen to be believed. Most of the local Thai population participate and the fun begins early morning. Traffic comes to a standstill as the streets become awash with water and white powder. This is the only day it is permissible to wet a uniformed police officer, but please leave that to the Thais. It would be a great risk for a foreigner to attract the attention or angst of any policeman by dousing him with water.


  Prior to Songkran 2002, an interesting article appeared in the Bangkok Post declaring that, “Police have been banned from using water guns to shoot at passers-by during the Songkran celebration.” Apparently, there were concerns a police officer might get confused and use his real firearm by mistake. It would be extremely worrying to think that the well-trained, well-disciplined, elite Royal Thai Police do not have the capacity to differentiate between a large, pink, plastic, ‘Star Wars’ type water cannon and a small, heavy, metallic side-arm. In order to curb the mayhem, the Pattaya Mail reported, “Pattaya police issued a strong warning to all residents and tourists celebrating the Songkran festival that anyone found using ice, dangerous items like home-made water guns from PVC pipes, dirty water, or powder of any kind will be fined 2,000 baht. The warning stated that drunk and disorderly behaviour and any form of sexual harassment will also face strong penalties and a hefty fine. Police ask that everyone respect the traditional values of Songkran and Thai culture.”


  The way to survive Songkran is to be prepared and take extra care on the streets. Do not drive your car or motorbike anywhere. Do not plan on catching baht buses or motorcycle taxis either. They make perfect targets and, in any case, it is faster to walk. Unless you plan to join in the fun, go out only when necessary and when you do go out, dress in light, casual, quick drying clothing and don’t wear your best shoes. Expect to get a total soaking, so when you are hit with water don’t get upset or angry. Don’t wear a wristwatch unless it is waterproof to sixty metres. Better still, don’t wear a watch. Similarly, leave the mobile phone and non-waterproof camera at home. Put your cash and anything else you desperately need to take with you into re-sealable watertight plastic bags and, if you are a smoker, do the same with your cigarettes and lighter. In fact, use several plastic bags as the water always seems to penetrate the outer one.


  


  On a serious note, I have made it a rule only to spray water over Bar Hostesses, those street kids who for most of the year annoy me by trying to sell me chewing gum or cigarette lighters, people in wheelchairs and people taking anti-diarrhoea medication. As you can see, my strategy is to pick on those who are least able to fight back


  Some Readers’ Comments



  
    

  


  “I am writing in appreciation of your extremely informative and amusing tome Money Number One. A must read for all would be ‘Bar Researchers’. This is my second visit to Pattaya (and not my last I hasten to add) and have benefited from the sound advise within the book.”


  Gezza (UK)


  


  “If I only remember part of your comments I will always agree when people say there must be something you don’t like about Thailand. I will remember to say, ‘Don Muang Airport Departure lounge.’”


  Tom (UK)


  


  “What a great book! So true! I would like to get a copy for my friends. Is that possible here in the U.S.? I am reading it a second time! I LOVE IT!”


  Tommy (USA)


  


  “You don’t know what great pleasure and a good laugh your book gave me. You wrote all the things I have been thinking for years and you did it in an informative but lighthearted fashion. I have been telling all my friends about it. Good stuff and a great work of literature!!!!”


  Dave (Nationality Unknown)


  


  “Mate, I could not put the book down until I finished it. All your comments are so true. I could not stop laughing especially how we as Fa-rungs rate No 13 on the list. How can we get more copies of your book as I have a number of guys here that need it URGENTLY before they go to Pattaya …”


  Paul (Aus)


  


  “I was just in Pattaya and would have a lot more fun if I had read your book before I got there.”


  Troy (USA)


  


  “I enjoyed your book very much. Having lived in and around Pattaya for 10 years I can testify to the accuracy of most of what you say.”


  Ryan (UK)


  


  “Just read your book, couldn’t put it down! Every word is so well observed, absolutely spot-on and accurate. I enjoyed reading it and thank you.”


  Greg (UK)


  


  “Thank you for your books, they were invaluable on my first trip to Thailand … the bar girls could not believe it was my first trip, thanks to your books, although I still like to believe they were a tad on the cynical side and I hold a glimmer of hope for finding love in Thailand yet.”


  Mick (Aus)


  


  “I have purchased and read three of your books; A Fool [in Paradise], The Fool is Back & Money Still Number One. I think that they are a great read and having read them after a couple of trips to Pattaya they are right on the money.”


  Rob (Aus)


  


  “My little teeluk sat reading Thai comic magazines, occasionally glaring at me and the book I was reading … every now and then she would make a comment, ‘You like book?’ to which I replied ‘Yes I like book, it all about you.’ This gained the response, ‘I know, book no good, it good for you, no good for me.’”


  Tony (UK)


  


  “Never have I read true meaning of a book in my life. Everything the girls did and said was in your book. They are the greatest actresses of all time.”


  Rodney (Aus)


  


  “I had the wonderful experience of reading your lovely book before my first stay in Pattaya, and it provided me with very valuable information and also a very enjoyable reading pleasure.”


  Gerald (Germany)


  


  ... and the best for last:


  


  “I have to read your book Money Number 1! … i m thai girl i dont like that you write fucking wrong about thai lady !!!!!! if you think bad to the girls why do you have to fucking come to many time to thai !!!!!??????? i know we are work for fucking buddy but you know we are have to!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!”


  Name Withheld (Pattaya Bar Hostess)


  


  The End
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