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Gardener’s Guide to Full Sun Perennials | Paul R. Wonning | Alyssum | Alyssum – Botanical Information | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Origins:

Hardiness Zone:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height:

Flower Color:

Plant Description:

Propagation: | Seed, cuttings, division | Planting Seeds:

Growing Seedlings:

Cuttings:

Division:

Garden Culture:

Garden Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Fragrant:

Cultivars: | Compactum

Aurinia montanum

Aurinia saxatilis ‘Summit’

Aurinia saxatilis ‘Citrina’

Aurinia saxatilis ‘Compacta’

Aurinia saxatilis Gold Ball

Aurinia saxatilis ‘Dudley Nevill Variegated’

Aurinia saxatilis ‘Sunny Border Apricot’

'Goldkugel'

Balloon Flower | Common Name: | Balloon Flower, Chinese Bellflower, Platycodon

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Seed

Growing Seedlings:

Division

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height:

Flower Color:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture:

Garden Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Platycodon Problems:

Cultivars: | Astra

Komanchi

Fuji

Mariesii

Sentimental Blue

Hakone

Albus

Baby Blue

Blaue Glocke

Double Blue

Fairy Snow

Misato Purple

Perlmutterschale

Shell Pink

Zwerg

Medicinal uses: | Note:

Harvesting:

Blackberry Lily | Introduction

Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Growing Seedlings:

Propagation: Division:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height:

Spread:

Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Harvesting:

Blackberry Lily Varieties

Belamcanda chinensis 'Freckle Face'

Belamcanda chinensis 'Hello Yellow'

Candy Lily | X Pardancanda norrisii

Gaillardia, the Blanket Flower | Common Name: | Blanket Flower

Botanical Name:

Family:

Sun:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation: | Seed:

Growing Seedlings:

Spring Planting:

Fall Planting:

Division:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing: | Plant Height:

Spread:

Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Gaillardia Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars:

Gaillardia Amber Wheels

Gaillardia Painter's Palette

Gaillardia Mesa Yellow

Gaillardia 'Arizona Sun'

Gaillardia 'Fanfare'

Gaillardia 'Tokajer'

Gaillardia 'Burgundy'

Gaillardia 'Oranges and Lemons'

Gaillardia ‘Goblin’

Gaillardia 'Mesa Yellow'

Gaillardia Baby Cole

Gaillardia Dazzler

Butterfly Bush | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation: | Seeds:

Cuttings

Plant Height:

Spread:

Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Food and Commercial Uses:

Buddleia Cultivars

Buddleia davidii 'Adokeep' (Adonis Blue Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia davidii Black Knight

Buddleia davidii Bonnie

Buddleia davidii Burgundy

Buddleia davidii Butterfly Hybrid Mix

Buddleia davidii Charming

Buddleia davidii Cornwall Blue (Cornwall Blue Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia davidii Dartmoor

Buddleia davidii Ellen's Blue

Buddleia davidii Empire Blue'

Buddleia davidii Fascination

Buddleia davidii Harlequin Height

Buddleia davidii Honeycomb

Buddleia davidii Imperial Purple

Buddleia davidii Lo and Behold Blue Chip

Buddleja davidii Monrell

Buddleja davidii Moonshadow

Buddleia Buddleja davidii var. Nanhoensis

Nanho Alba

Nanho Blue

Buddleia davidii v. nanhoensis 'Nanho Purple' (Nanho Purple Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia davidii Orchid Beauty

Buddleia davidii Petite Series"

Buddleia davidii Potter's Purple

Buddleia davidii 'Purple Prince' (Purple Prince Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia davidii Royal Red

Buddleia davidii 'Santana' PP12383 (Santana Butterfly Bush)

Strawberry Lemonade

Summer Beauty

Summer Rose

White Bouquet

Buddleja davidii 'White Profusion'

Buddleja davidii White Cloud

Other forms of Buddleia

Buddleia cordata var. tomentella (Hairy Mexican Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia fallowiana 'Alba' (Fallowiana Alba Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia lindleyana (Lindley's Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia loricata (Loricata Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia marrubifolia 'Presidio' (Marrubium Leaf Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia nivea var. yunnanensis (Snow White Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia Hybrids

Buddleia 'Blue Chip' PP 19,991 (Blue Chip Butterfly Bush) aka Buddleia 2004-09

Buddleia 'Ellen's Blue' (Ellen's Blue Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'Evil Ways' (Evil Ways Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'Lochinch' (Lochinch Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'Miss Ruby' PP 19,950 (Miss Ruby Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'Orange Scepter' (Orange Sceptre Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'Pink Delight' (Pink Delight Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'Summer Beauty' (Summer Beauty Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia 'White Ball' (White Ball Butterfly Bush)

Buddleia x weyeriana 'Bicolor' (Bicolor Butterfly Bush)

Buddleja 'Bicolor'

Buddleia x weyeriana 'Honeycomb' (Honeycomb Butterfly Bush)

Chrysanthemum | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Growing Seedlings:

Cuttings:

Division:

Flower Time

Plant Height:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Leaf Spot

Powdery Mildew

Verticulum Wilt

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Harvesting:

Insecticidal Uses:

Cultivars:

Class 2: Reflex

Class 3: Regular Incurve

Class 4: Decorative

Class 5: Intermediate Incurve

Class 6: Pompon

Class 7: Single and Semi-Doubles

Class 8: Anemone

Class 9: Spoon

Class 10: Quill

Class 11: Spider

Class 12: Brush and Thistle

Class 13: Unusual

Cultural significance and symbolism

Chrysanthemum Catalog Sources

Lanceleaf Coreopsis | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Propagation: | Division

Planting Seeds:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Growing Seedlings:

Seed Collection:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations

Origins:

Problems:

Diseases include:

Nurseries Plants Available From:

Seed Available From:

Cultivars:

Sienna Sunset

Baby Gold'

'Baby Sun'

'Brown Eyes'

'Double Sunburst'

'Sunburst'

'Goldteppich'

'Sterntaler'

Coreopsis lanceolata 'Little Sundial'

Coreopsis lanceolata 'Ruth Kelchen'

Coreopsis lanceolata 'Sterntaler'

Coreopsis lanceolata 'Sonnenkind'

Threadleaf Coreopsis

Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Planting Seeds:

Division

Root Cuttings

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars: | 'Moonbeam'.

'Limerock Ruby'.

'Grandiflora'

Daylily | Common Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

USDA Zones 3 - 9

Origins:

Propagation:

Growing Seedlings:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Back to Table of Contents | Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Daylily Color Patterns:

Flower Size:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Diseases

Prevention & Treatment:

Root-Knot Nematode:

Prevention & Treatment:

Insects & Other Pests

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Daylily Nutrition Facts

Harvesting and Storage:

Cultivars:

Classification of Daylilies

Evergreen Daylilies

Semi-Evergreen

Chromosomes

Flower Sequence

Other Means of Classification

Time of Day

Flower and Plant Size

Bloom Time:

Plant Types:

Wall Germander | Common Name: | Germander, Wall Germander

Botanical Name:

Family: | Lamiaceae or Labiatae

Light: | Full Sun Only

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Planting Seeds:

Cuttings:

Plant Height:

Spread:

Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Cultivars:

Hibiscus | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Division:

Growing Seedlings:

Cuttings:

Flower Time:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems: | Japanese beetle

Medicinal uses:

Cultivars: | Disco Belle

Southern Bell Hybrid

Luna Pink Swirl

Cranberry Crush

Summer Storm

Lord Baltimore

Disco Belle Mix

Southern Belle

Kopper King

Lord and Lady Baltimore

'Lord Baltimore' hibiscus

Lord Baltimore

Moy Grande

Turn of the Century

Luna Series

'Luna Pink Swirl' hibiscus

'Luna Red' hibiscus

Luna Red

100 Degrees

Candy Stripe

Plum Crazy

Turn of the Century

Blue River II' hibiscus

Fireball' hibiscus

Hibiscus makinoi_

Strawberry Swirl' hibiscus

Fleming Hardy Hibiscus ™

Hibiscus mocheutos 'James Fleming'

Hibiscus x moscheutos 'Robert Fleming' | Hibiscus moscheutos 'Stardust'

Hibiscus moscheutos ''Cherub''

Hibiscus moscheutos 'Snowflame'

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Small Wonder''

Hibiscus x moscheutos 'Torchy'

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Dreamcatcher''

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Plum Crazy''

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Eruption''

Hibiscus x moscheutos 'Royal Gems'

Hibiscus x moscheutos 'Fireball'

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Old Yella''

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Aquarian''

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Crown Jewels''

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Kopper King''

Hibiscus x moscheutos 'Fantasia'

Hibiscus x moscheutos 'Fantasia'

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Strawberry Swirl''

Hibiscus x moscheutos ''Angelique''

Nurseries To Buy Hibiscus x moscheutos | Fleming's Flower Fields

North Creek Nurseries - Corporate Office

Seed Companies That Offer Hibiscus x moscheutos Seed

Gardener's Guide to The Bearded Iris

Common Name

Botanical Name:

Family:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation: | Seed:

Growing Seedlings:

Division

Flower Time:

Plant Height:

Spread:

Spacing:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems: | Poor flowering

Bacterial Soft Rot

Bacterial Leaf Blight (also called Bacterial Leaf Spot)

Crown Rot Fungus

Leaf Spots

Mosaic

Iris Borer

Aphids

Verbena Bud Moth

Crickets

Woodlice (Pill Bugs or Rollie-Pollies)

Moles

Voles

Cultivars:

Lambs Ear | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Seed:

Growing Seedlings:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Harvesting:

Cultivars:

Nurseries Plants Available From:

Seed Available From:

Dried Use and Harvesting:

Meadow Phlox | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation: | Seed

Division

Stem Cuttings

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height:

Spread:

Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Growing Seedlings:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems: | Powdery mildew

Control:

Stem Canker

Rust

Symptoms:

Southern blight

Stem Nematodes

Cercospora and Septoria leaf spots

Leaf Miners

Caterpillars

Powdery Mildew

Cultivars: | Phlox maculata 'Flower Power' PP17551 | Summer phlox

Phlox maculata 'Natascha' - Plant Finder

Phlox maculata 'Omega' - Royal Horticultural Society

Phlox maculata 'Alpha'

Nurseries Plants Available From

Monarda | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Growing Seedlings:

Cuttings:

Division:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Dried Flower Uses:

Harvesting:

Storage:

Cultivars: | Monarda fistulosa var. brevis

Monarda fistulosa var. longipetiolata

Monarda fistulosa var. maheuxii

Monarda fistulosa var. menthifolia

Monarda fistulosa var. mollis

Monarda fistulosa 'Claire Grace'

Monarda 'Raspberry Wine'

Monarda 'Petite Delight'

Peony | Introduction

Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins

Propagation:

Planting Seeds:

Indoor method

Growing Seedlings:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Flower Description:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

The plants do not bloom:

Botrytis blight:

Phytophthora blight:

Leaf spots:

Virus:

Medicinal uses:

Uses for women include:

Harvest

Storage:

Places to buy peonies

Hidden Springs Flower Farm

Cultivars:

Flower shapes include the following:

Seed Available From:

Creeping Phlox

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation: | Division:

Cuttings

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Planting Seeds:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars:

Sources:

Shasta Daisy | Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana: | Late June - July

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Spacing: Twelve to eighteen inches

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Propagation: | Planting Seeds:

Division:

Fall Division

Spring Division

Cuttings:

Plant Description:

Growing Seedlings:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Stem rots

Leaf miners

Botrytis

Powdery mildew

Aphids

Harvesting the Seed:

Cultivars:
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Gardener‘s Guide to Full Sun Perennials contains complete cultural and propagation information on nineteen perennial flowers suitable for full sun. Gardeners will also find a list of the most popular commercially available varieties for each of the perennial flowers as well.

Gardener’s Guide to Full Sun Perennials

Published Paul R. Wonning

Copyright 2016 by Paul R. Wonning

Ebook Edition

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given way to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

All rights reserved.

If you would like email notification of when new installments of

this series are available, email the author for inclusion in the subscription list.

Paul R. Wonning

mossyfeetbooks@gmail.com

Facebook Mossy Feet Books
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Allysum – Botanical Information

Propagation

Garden Culture:

Fragrant:

Problems:

Faunal Associations:

Origins:

Botanical Information

Family:

Botanical Name:

Cultivars:
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Balloon Flower 
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height:

Flower Color:

Plant Description:

Propagation:

Garden Culture:

Garden Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Harvesting:

Cultivars:

Medicinal uses:
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Introduction

Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Planting Seeds:

Growing Seedlings:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Harvesting:

Cultivars:
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Gaillardia – Blank​etflower
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars:
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Butterfly Bush - Buddleia
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Growing Seedlings:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Commercial Uses:

Cultivars:
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Chrysanthemum
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time 

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Harvesting:

Cultivars:
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars:

Nurseries Plants  and Seed Available From
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars:
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Description:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Daylily Propagation

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Daylily Medicinal Uses

Food Uses:

Cultivars:
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Food Uses:

Cultivars:
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Hibiscus
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Flower Description

Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Plant Description:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Medicinal uses:

Cultivars:

Hibiscus Sources
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Iris
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:

Family:

Light:

Soil:

Hardiness Zone:

Origins:

Propagation:

Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Plant Height:, Spread, Spacing:

Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Plant Description:

Growing Seedlings:

Garden Culture and Uses:

Faunal Associations:

Problems:

Cultivars:

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Lamb’s Ears 
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Lambs Ears’ Common Name:

Lambs Ears’ Botanical Name:

Lambs Ears’ Family:

Lambs Ears’ Light:

Lambs Ears’ Soil:

Lambs Ears’ Hardiness Zone:

Lambs Ears’ Origins:

Lambs Ears’ Propagation:

Lambs Ears’ Flower Time - Southern Indiana:

Lambs Ears’ Plant Height, Spread, Spacing:

Lambs Ears’ Flower Color, Description and Fragrance:

Lambs Ears’ Plant Description:

Lambs Ears’ Planting Propagation

Lambs Ears’ Garden Culture and Uses:

Lambs Ears’ Faunal Associations:

Lambs Ears’ Problems:

Lambs Ears’ Medicinal uses:

Lambs Ears’ Harvesting:

Lambs Ears’ Food Uses:

Lambs Ears’ Cultivars:

Lambs Ears’ Nurseries Plants Available From

Lambs Ears’ Seed Available From
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Meadow Phlox
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Common Name:

Botanical Name:
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Alyssum
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Alyssum – Botanical Information

Common Name:

Basket of Gold, Goldentuft Alyssum, Golden Alyssum, Gold-Dust, Golden-Tuft Alyssum, Golden-Tuft Madwort, Rock Madwort, Cloth of Gold, Goldentuft

Back to Alyssum
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Botanical Name:
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Aurinia saxatilis

The genus name, Aurinia, derives from the Latin word aureus, which means golden. The species name, saxatilis, means, "Growing among rocks." Formerly classed as Alyssum, botanists have changed the classification and the name. Most gardeners, though, still refer to it as Alyssum.
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Family:
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Brassicaceae

The name Brassicaceae derives from the genus Brassica, which the family includes. The name Brassica means "cabbage" in Latin. The genus contains cabbage, Brussels’ sprouts and cauliflower, among others. The family Brassicaceae contains over 330 genera and about 3,700 species, many of which are of economic importance as food crops. An older name for the family, Cruciferae, refers to the flowers that are standard across the family. The four petals of the flowers resemble a crucifix, thus the name Cruciferae. This older name still finds use in place of Brassicaceae in some texts. The species name, saxatilis, means, "found among rocks" and refers to the plant's habitat of rocky, well-drained soils. Both names have Latin origins.

​Back to Alyssum
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Light:
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Aurinia saxatilis requires full sun, though in areas of intense heat alyssum will appreciate some shade, especially in the hot part of the day.
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Soil:
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Alyssum will tolerate a wide range of soil types as long as they drain well. Gritty or sandy soils are best but the plant will do well in clay as long as it is not soggy. Alyssum will tolerate drought and all ph levels. 
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Origins:

[image: ]


Aurinia saxatilis is native to northern Asia Minor, central and Eastern Europe.
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Hardiness Zone:
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USDA Zone 3 – 7
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Flower Time - Southern Indiana:
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Late April - Early May
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Plant Height:
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Eight to fifteen inches

Spread: 

About sixteen inches

Spacing:

Nine to twelve inches
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Flower Color:

[image: ]


Yellow
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Plant Description:
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Alyssum has long, narrow, stem less grayish green leaves that clasp the stem. The plant generally forms a rounded clump with multiple stems. Alyssum holds it flowers high above the plant in clusters. Alyssum will form ground-covering mats in areas that are suitable to its growth. The leaves are slightly fuzzy to the touch. The flowers are small, about one quarter inch in diameter, and possess four petals and bright yellow in color. Seed heads form after bloom and contain tiny black seeds about 1/16 inches in diameter. 

Back to Alyssum
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Propagation:

Seed, cuttings, division

Planting Seeds:
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You will find seed for most varieties of alyssum in garden centers and mail order catalogs. Alyssum seed will germinate in approximately three to four weeks with a soil temperature of sixty eight to eighty six degrees. Exposure to light may improve germination so it may be best to not cover the seeds after planting or cover lightly with a fine soil. It sometimes helps to plant the seeds in a pot and then cool the soil media to fifty degrees for five days, then move it to a warmer germination area. Plant the seed in either fall or late winter. Late winter planted seed will probably not bloom until the following year while fall planted seed will probably bloom the next spring. 
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Growing Seedlings:
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Once the germinated seedlings have developed four leaves it is time to transplant them. Transplant them into 1206 or 1204 bedding packs or two or three inch pots. Use a good quality potting soil. Water them well after transplanting. Fall planted seedlings may be grown in a cold frame or cold greenhouse. After the seedlings have settled into the new pot and the roots have started growth they will stand cold temperatures quite well as long as there is protection from extreme cold and wind. You may also grow alyssum seedlings on in a cold frame or cold greenhouse. They will stand freezing temperatures as long as they have been properly hardened off before cold temperature exposure. Hardening off is simply exposing the seedlings to cold but not freezing for a few days, allowing the plants to adjust to cold temperatures. 
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Cuttings:
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Hybrid cultivars will not come true from seed. They will need propagation by either division or cuttings. Softwood cuttings in the spring, taken before the plant blooms, should root. Professional propagators use mist in the rooting chamber to facilitate rooting. Home gardeners may not be able to do this. The home gardener should see some success by taking cuttings about four inches long, stripping off the lower leaves and sticking them into a moist soil media. It helps to dip the lower stem in a rooting hormone first. Cover the pot with plastic using a stick to prop the plastic up so it does not touch the leaves. Place this pot in a shady area. If possible, remove the plastic daily and mist the cuttings with a sprayer. If this is not possible, just make sure the cuttings are moist but not soggy. The pot they are rooting in should have a hole in the bottom for drainage. You want wet soil, not waterlogged. The cuttings should root in a couple of weeks or so. When you can tug on them and they resist, the roots have formed and it is time to transplant. Pull the plastic off and keep in the shade for a day or two, allowing the newly rooted plants time to acclimate themselves to less humid conditions. Then transplant to their own containers and allow them to grow. By late summer or fall, they should be ready to plant out in the garden. 
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Division:
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Divide alyssum in spring or fall, but as with most perennials fall division is probably the best as the soil is still warm and the roots will grow throughout the winter, establishing the plant for top growth in the spring. When dividing in the fall it is best to keep an eye on them because sometimes the alternate freezing and thawing of the earth in winter will heave them right out of the ground. If this happens, just stick the plants back in. A light mulch of shredded leaves may prevent this. To divide, dig all around the chosen plant with a small shovel or sturdy trowel and lift the plant out. There should be several natural divisions of the plant visible. Pull them apart or use the trowel to cut them apart. Then just plant the new divisions in the desired locations.
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Garden Culture:
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After alyssum has bloomed, it is best to shear the leaves back by about one half unless you want to collect the seeds. If you want seeds, leave one or two plants for this purpose and shear the rest back. Collect the seed after the head has dried a bit. The seed may be stored. This will encourage new growth and help it maintain its rounded shape. The plant may not fare well in extremely hot and humid climates and in these environs; gardeners usually treat it as a biennial or as an annual. In these areas, it is best to plant it in the fall and enjoy the spring blossoms. Nurseries grow the plants cold over the winter and should bloom the first year. These should the first spring. The plant may reseed itself, but hybrid varieties will not come true from seed. The plant may die back somewhat during the hot weather but should rebound in the cooler fall temperatures. Alyssum needs little fertilizer as it thrives in poor soil. Alyssum is an evergreen and the leaves should persist until the coldest winter temperatures freeze them back. 
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Garden Uses:
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Alyssum is an excellent plant to use in rock gardens or along stone or brick walls. It will cascade out over rocks and down walls. It will go well with early blooming spring bulbs like daffodils and tulips. It will also do well at the front of the border of a perennial flower garden provided the soil drains well. It prefers to cascade over a retaining wall or edging. The flowers are not suitable for cutting for bouquets. 
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Faunal Associations:
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Certain beneficial insects utilize Alyssum nectar as a food source, indeed alyssum is a top food source for some beneficial insects during its bloom time in late spring, early summer. Adult butterflies also use the nectar of alyssum as a food source. 
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Problems:
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As long as Alyssum grows in well-drained soil, there should be few problems. Aphids may trouble it and if they do treat the plants with Insecticidal soap or Neem oil. The gardener may brush small infestations off with the fingers. Ants are usually the problem as they cultivate aphids for the honeydew that they secrete. Alyssum is a good plant for areas with heavy deer populations, as they will not feed on it. It will not tolerate foot traffic.

Back to Alyssum
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