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A Note to Readers


Loyal, wealthy, and wickedly naughty, that’s the definition of our Bradens, and Rex Braden never disappoints. His love for Jade Johnson knows no boundaries, as you’ll see in PROMISE MY LOVE, the follow-up novella to DESTINED FOR LOVE (The Bradens).

If this is your first Braden book, then you have a whole series of loyal, sexy, and wickedly naughty Bradens to catch up with. You might enjoy starting with SISTERS IN LOVE, the first of the Love in Bloom series. The characters from each series make appearances in future books. Please visit my website for details on the full Love in Bloom series including a family tree, reading order, and publication schedule.

www.MelissaFoster.com/RG

I’m super excited to bring you the Bradens at Peaceful Harbor, second cousins to the Bradens at Weston. Sign up for my newsletter so you never miss a release.

www.MelissaFoster.com/Newsletter

Be sure to check out my online bookstore for pre-orders, early releases, bundles, and exclusive discounts on ebooks, print, and audiobooks. Ebooks can be sent to the e-reader of your choice and audiobooks can be listened to on the free and easy-to-use BookFunnel app. Shop my store: shop.​melissa​foster.​com

Thanks for reading!

Melissa
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Chapter One


JADE JOHNSON TRIED to concentrate on what Caitlyn Ray, the florist she’d hired for her wedding, was saying, but she couldn’t think past the idea that in three days the handsome cowboy sitting across from her was going to be her husband. Just a few years ago she didn’t think anything would ever end the feud between their two families. Who would have guessed that Rex Braden’s love for Jade would finally bring their stubborn fathers’ walls down so they could be together? Rex had given the feuding men an ultimatum—love them as a couple or lose them forever. Jade hadn’t seen the threat coming, and she’d been terrified of how their fathers would react. She’d loved Rex from afar for almost fifteen years—and because of his courage to stand up to their fathers, she’d been able to love him up close for the last four. She couldn’t wait to spend the rest of her life falling even deeper in love with the most courageous, loving man on the planet.

“The roses, lilies, and orchids will be gorgeous. We have everything under control. Your wedding will be perfect.” Caitlyn flashed a smile that Jade was sure to put most brides’ minds at ease, but Jade was still too excited about marrying Rex to be anywhere near at ease.

Rex squeezed Jade’s hand. “See, babe? Caitlyn’s got it covered. Now you can relax.” His hands were big and square and as powerful as the rest of his mountainous body.

Rex was the most beautiful man Jade had ever known, inside and out, a gentleman to his very core. He was also the most seductive, talented lover Jade had ever had. Even after four years, the passion between them hadn’t dimmed. She flushed just thinking about how intense their lovemaking had been that morning, first in the bedroom, then in the shower, and when Jade still hadn’t had enough of him, she’d seduced him while he attempted to clothe all his magnificent muscles. She’d never get enough of him. They’d been living together for four years, and she couldn’t wait to get married and start their family. She’d worried lately that she might have trouble getting pregnant. There was no reason for concern. Her doctor had assured her of that when she’d gone off the pill. But still, she worried. Her mother had wanted a big family, as many as six, like her best friend, Adriana Braden—Rex’s mother—had had, but she’d been blessed with only two children, Jade and her brother, Steven. Her mother was in good health otherwise, while Adriana had died of cancer when Rex was just a boy, leaving him and his five siblings to be raised by their father, Hal.

Jade pushed aside the worry and told herself to think positively. She and Rex wanted a big family. But when it came to family, Rex had old-fashioned values, and he’d been clear about his feelings of weddings coming before babies. In three days they’d have that first box checked off. Then time would tell if babies were in their future.

“…so as I was saying, I’m confident that we won’t have any issue.”

Jade realized Caitlyn was speaking to her. “Great. Thank you.”

Caitlyn leaned closer to Rex and pointed to his necklace. “That is the most unique necklace I’ve ever seen.”

Rex pushed his Stetson farther back on his thick black hair, and his lips curved into a proud smile as he touched the charm.

“This necklace has a very special meaning to us. It’s the Dance of Two Lovers.” He draped an arm around Jade’s shoulder and kissed her temple.

“Legend has it that everything in their lives was meant to keep them apart, and against all odds, they found their way to each other. Just like me and Jade. Supposedly, when the two lovers danced, their souls became one, and from that moment on, they lived within each other no matter if they were together or apart.”

He gazed into Jade’s eyes, and the worry she held melted away. He had that effect on her. His love was an elixir, a remedy for all things that needed healing.

“The charms come together to form two bodies intertwined,” Rex explained. “Jade wears the other half, and we never take them off. They were once my mother’s.” The myth fit them perfectly. When Rex and Jade had finally come together, they’d had to carry out their relationship in secret so as not to upset their parents. Until one day when Rex couldn’t take the secrecy anymore—and to Jade’s surprise, the painful confrontation that had taken place between Rex and their parents had finally begun to mend the fence that never should have been broken in the first place.

“May I see yours?” Caitlyn asked.

Jade pushed her long hair from her shoulders and opened the collar of her shirt.

“Um…” Caitlyn’s eyes shifted to Rex.

Rex’s eyes narrowed with confusion. Jade touched her neck. “Oh God.” She felt frantically for the necklace. “Rex? Where is it?” She pulled open her shirt and peered into her bra, then stood and scanned the floor. She couldn’t have lost it. Not now, three days before their wedding. The necklace was a treasured link to Rex’s deceased mother. His father had given the necklace to his mother, and before they’d even been married, she’d given it to a high school friend with the message that she’d know who it was for. More than twenty-five years later, Jade and Rex had walked into an eclectic shop in the Village in Allure, Colorado, and the owner had instinctively known the necklace was meant for them. She’d tucked it away all those years ago when Adriana had given it to her. Jade would never forget the way Rex had lost his breath, broken out in a cold sweat, and collapsed into a chair when he’d seen the necklace. That was the moment he’d confessed that he was falling in love with Jade, and their love had grown stronger ever since. The necklace symbolized the strength of their love, and now it was gone.

Jade had a sinking feeling in the pit of her stomach.

Rex was on his feet, searching the floor beneath the table where they’d been sitting and then all the way to the front door. “We’ll find it, babe.”

“Maybe it came off in the shower? Mine do that sometimes and I don’t notice until it’s gone down the drai—” Caitlyn bit her lower lip. “Oh, yikes. That’s not helpful. I’m sure that’s not what happened.”

Jade felt her eyes well with tears. “Rex?”

His arms encircled her, and he drew her against his muscular chest. “It’s okay, babe. We’ll find it. We’ll go home and retrace your steps.” At six foot three, Rex towered over Jade. She’d always felt safe in his arms, his heart beating against her cheek, sure and strong. If she’d lost their cherished necklace, she wondered how he could ever trust her again.

Her cell phone rang, and she dug it out of her purse. “It’s my mom. Maybe the necklace fell off during dinner last night and she found it.” She answered the call filled with hope.

“Hi, Mom.”

“Honey…” Her mother’s voice was thin, strangled.

“Mom? What’s wrong?” Jade felt Rex’s hand grip her shoulder.

“It’s…your father.”

Her mother paused, and Jade heard her crying. Tears sprang from Jade’s eyes as she imagined the worst. Her father was a big man at three hundred pounds, and she’d feared for his health for a long time.

“Mom? What happened?” She looked up at Rex, and his arms came around her again. Jade listened as her mother told her that her father was in the hospital. He’d had a heart attack. They were still waiting for a prognosis. Jade’s legs weakened, her heart shattered, and the phone crashed to the floor as her world spiraled out of control.


Chapter Two


HOURS AFTER ARRIVING at the hospital, Rex stood beside Earl Johnson’s hospital bed with one arm around Jade, the other around Jane Johnson, Jade’s mother. There was a time when Earl had despised Rex simply because he was Hal Braden’s son. Hal was a highly respected horse breeder in Weston, Colorado, and was one of the wealthiest men around. He and Earl had been close when they were growing up, but when Earl fell on hard times, he’d been too proud to ask Hal for financial help, and he’d gone behind Hal’s back and trusted the dirtiest horse trader in the business—a man who had done everything he could to keep Hal and Adriana apart. Buying horses from that man had been the fuel behind the forty-year feud between the Bradens and the Johnsons. Rex remembered the night he’d stood up to the two men, supported by his brothers standing behind him as a united force.

It had been a long, hard road to reconciliation, but it was worth every heated moment. Now, as Rex held Jade, the woman he loved most in the world, and Jane, the woman who had been his mother’s best friend until the day she’d died—including several years when they’d kept their friendship hidden from their feuding husbands—he couldn’t imagine a life without any of them. Earl was a bullheaded man, but his love for his family was never ending. He
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