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How to Use This Guide

More than 500 miles of trails wander through Shenandoah National Park, and knowing where to start can be difficult. This guide will help you select trails based on your abilities and interests. With that goal in mind, we spent three months hiking nearly all of the trails in the park. We often found that the aesthetics of Shenandoah’s incredible natural history, as well as its human history, provided compelling reasons to hike these trails.


Even though we hiked nearly every trail, we did not write about them all. We made as many loops as possible because most hikers won’t have drop-offs or pickups. With a good topo map (listed in each hike description) and this guide in hand, you can easily choose your own loops or one-way hikes.


There are mileposts on the west side of Skyline Drive. Because almost all trails originate from this road, it’s very simple to find your desired trailhead. Skyline Mile 0.0 begins at the north entrance to the park, near the town of Front Royal. Rockfish Gap provides the site for the last milepost, located at Mile 105 in the south. From there, US 250 and I-64 go west to the town of Waynesboro, at the bottom of the mountain as you leave the park.


Hike descriptions include Distance and Difficulty entries. Easy trails can be completed without difficulty by hikers of all abilities and are generally level and short. Hikes rated moderate will challenge novices. Moderately strenuous hikes will tax even experienced hikers, and strenuous trails, generally those that climb steeply, will push the limits of the most Herculean hiker.


The Traffic listing indicates how much use a route receives. Trails receiving light use offer an 80 percent probability of meeting one or two parties in a day. Moderate traffic indicates an 80 percent chance of meeting three or more parties, while heavy-use trails offer an 80 percent probability of seeing five or more other groups. Trails receiving heavy use are usually muddy in wet weather. This is a general assessment; the traffic level will vary by season, month, and even day of the week.


Hike descriptions also list the Maps required for the hike and provide Finding the trailhead directions.


The Hike section includes geologic and ecological features, fishing opportunities, campsites, and other important information. Photographs have been included to give you a visual preview of some of the prominent features seen along the trail. Knowledge of a few special terms will help you understand the geography of Shenandoah National Park: A gap is a mountain pass, a hollow is a valley, and a run is a small stream or brook.


The Miles and Directions section highlights landmarks, trail junctions, and gradient changes. Distances were derived using a planimeter, which measures two-dimensional distances on a topographical map. These distances were then corrected for altitude gain or loss and were further modified when park managers made more precise determinations. Nevertheless, the resulting mileages should be considered conservative estimates because they do not always account for small-scale twists and turns or minor ups and downs.


Where appropriate, elevation profiles accompany trail descriptions, providing a general overview of major elevation gains and losses. Elevation profiles are not included for trails where elevation gains and losses are insignificant. The profiles depict the ups and downs of the hikes, with miles on the horizontal axis and elevation (feet above sea level) on the vertical axis. Elevation increments vary depending upon the hike’s steepness. Some short dips and climbs (especially those less than 500 feet) may not show on the profiles. Elevation lines are adjusted to fit onto the graph and do not necessarily reflect the actual trail-slope angle.


If you are trying to estimate the length of time required to complete a hike, remember that most trails in Shenandoah either ascend or descend. On the level a good hiker might average 3 to 4 miles an hour. But not here! Don’t figure just an hour for a 3-mile hike—figure two hours. And then add a little more time to smell the roses. Shenandoah is a place of great beauty, and you won’t want to rush through. Hike descriptions include an approximate time range to complete your journey.


Use this guide in conjunction with topographical maps or other maps as indicated in the hike descriptions. If you refer to all the information provided, you will be prepared for the pleasures and pitfalls of hiking Shenandoah National Park.




About the Maps

The maps in this book use elevation tints, called hypsometry, to portray relief. Each gray tone represents a range of equal elevation, as shown in the scale key with the map. These maps will give you a good idea of elevation gain and loss. The darker tones are lower elevations and the lighter grays are higher elevations. The lighter the tone, the higher the elevation. Narrow bands of different gray tones spaced closely together indicate steep terrain, whereas wider bands indicate areas of more gradual slope.
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Hike Finder

Easy Day Hikes


Hike 2: Fox Hollow Trail


Hike 3: Snead Farm–Dickey Ridge Trail Loop


Hike 4: Lands Run Falls


Hike 5: Fort Windham Rocks–Indian Run Spring


Hike 10: Traces Trail


Hike 14: Byrds Nest Summit and Byrds Nest Shelter No. 4


Hike 22: Stony Man Trail


Hike 22: A Little Stony Man Trail


Hike 23: Millers Head


Hike 24: Limberlost


Hike 29: Story of the Forest Trail


Hike 30: Big Meadows


Hike 32: Blackrock


Hike 35: Lewis Mountain Trail


Hike 36: Pocosin Trail


Hike 41: Simmons Gap


Hike 45: Loft Mountain Loop


Hike 47: Big Flat Mountain Loop


Hike 52: Blackrock Summit


Hike 57: Jarman Gap to Beagle Gap


Hike 58: Bear Den Mountain


Hike 59: Calf Mountain


Hikes with Children


Hike 2: Fox Hollow Trail


Hike 3: Snead Farm–Dickey Ridge Trail Loop


Hike 5: Fort Windham Rocks—Indian Run Spring


Hike 7: Mount Marshall Trail and Beyond


Hike 10: Traces Trail


Hike 22: Stony Man Trail


Hike 22: A Little Stony Man Trail


Hike 24: Limberlost


Hike 26: Hawksbill Summit


Hike 28: Dark Hollow Falls (with in-shape kids)


Hike 29: Story of the Forest Trail


Hike 30: Big Meadows


Hike 31: Lewis Spring Falls Trail (alternative route)


Hike 35: Lewis Mountain Trail


Hike 36: Pocosin Trail


Hikes 45/46/47: Loft Mountain area hikes


Hike 52: Blackrock Summit


Hike 58: Bear Den Mountain


Hike 59: Calf Mountain


Moderate Day Hikes


Hike 6: Compton Peak


Hike 15: Pine Hill Gap–Broad Hollow Loop


Hike 20: Hazel Falls and Cave


Hike 26: Hawksbill Summit


Hike 27: Rose River


Hike 31: Lewis Spring Falls Trail


Hike 38: South River Falls


Hike 39: Hightop Mountain Lariat


Hike 46: Frazier Discovery Trail


Hike 56: Turk Mountain


Hike 57: Jarman Gap to Beagle Gap


Strenuous Day Hikes


Hike 7: Mount Marshall Trail and Beyond


Hike 8: Keyser Run Fire Road–Little Devils Stairs Lariat


Hike 11: Tuscarora–Overall Run Trail Loop


Hike 12: Thornton River


Hike 13: Knob Mountain–Jeremys Run Lariat


Hike 16: Old Rag


Hike 19: Buck Hollow–Buck Ridge Trail Loop


Hike 21: Corbin Cabin Cutoff–Nicholson Hollow–Appalachian Trail Loop


Hike 25: Cedar Run–Whiteoak Canyon Loop


Hike 33: Rapidan Camp–Laurel Prong–Hazeltop Loop


Hike 42: Rocky Mount–Gap Run Lariat


Hike 43: Brown Mountain–Rocky Mountain Run Lariat


Hike 44: Ivy Creek


Hike 50: Austin Mountain–Furnace Mountain Loop


Hike 51: Rockytop


Hike 53: Trayfoot Mountain–Paine Run Loop


Hike 54: Moormans River


Hike 55: Riprap Trail


Backpacking Trips (one night or more)


Hike 7: Mount Marshall Trail and Beyond


Hike 11: Tuscarora–Overall Run Trail Loop


Hike 13: Knob Mountain–Jeremys Run Lariat


Hike 16: Old Rag


Hike 50: Austin Mountain–Furnace Mountain Loop


Hike 51: Rockytop


Hike 55: Riprap Trail


Hikes with Great Views


Hike 7: Mount Marshall Trail and Beyond


Hike 9: Sugarloaf–Keyser Run Fire Road–Hogback Mountain Lariat


Hike 16: Old Rag


Hike 17: Marys Rock North


Hike 18: Marys Rock South


Hike 22-A: Little Stony Man Trail


Hike 26: Hawksbill Summit


Hike 34: Bearfence Mountain


Hike 40: Powell Gap


Hike 52: Blackrock Summit


Hike 58: Bear Den Mountain


History Hikes


Hike 2: Fox Hollow Trail


Hike 3: Snead Farm–Dickey Ridge Trail Loop


Hike 10: Traces Trail


Hike 21: Corbin Cabin Cutoff–Nicholson Hollow–Appalachian Trail Loop


Hike 30: Big Meadows


Hike 36: Pocosin Trail


Hikes to See Waterfalls







	Hike
	Falls
	Height in Feet
	Skyline Mile





	Hike 11
	Overall Run Falls, upper falls
	29
	22.2



	Hike 11
	Overall Run Falls
	93
	22.2



	Hike 25
	Cedar Run Falls
	34
	45.6



	Hike 25
	Whiteoak Falls No. 1
	86
	45.6



	Hike 25
	Whiteoak Falls No. 2
	62
	45.6



	Hike 25
	Whiteoak Falls No. 3
	35
	45.6



	Hike 25
	Whiteoak Falls No. 4
	41
	45.6



	Hike 25
	Whiteoak Falls No. 5
	49
	45.6



	Hike 25
	Whiteoak Falls No. 6
	60
	45.6



	Hike 27
	Rose River Falls
	67
	49.4



	Hike 28
	Dark Hollow Falls
	70
	50.7



	Hike 31
	Lewis Spring Falls
	81
	51.2



	Hike 38
	South River Falls
	83
	62.8



	Hike 49
	Doyles River Falls No. 1
	28
	81.1



	Hike 49
	Doyles River Falls No. 2
	63
	81.1



	Hike 49
	Jones Run Falls
	42
	81.1
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1 Dickey Ridge Trail

The most northern trail in the park, this one-way path leads past old homesteads and a stream, climbs Dickey Ridge, and terminates at Mile 10.4 on Skyline Drive (Compton Gap).

Skyline Mile: 0.05

Distance: 10.3 miles one way. Shuttle needed if entire trail is hiked, though many simply walk until tired and then retrace outbound steps.

Hiking time: 4 to 7 hours

Difficulty: Easy to moderately strenuous

Trail surface: Dirt and naturally occurring rock

Traffic: Light to moderate

Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed

Maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated Topographic Map 228; Map 9, Appalachian Trail and Other Trails in Shenandoah National Park, North District (PATC, Inc.)

Finding the trailhead: The Dickey Ridge Trail begins on the south end of Front Royal on US 340. As soon as you get on Skyline Drive, but before the park entrance gate, you will see a small parking area on the road to the right (west). The cement post marking the Dickey Ridge Trail stands right beside the parking area. GPS: N38 54.369872' / W78 11.798828'




The Hike

This is one hike where you use your own discretion on the length. If you wish to walk the entire length of the Dickey Ridge Trail, you’ll need a pickup at Compton Gap (Mile 10.4). Many people walk on the trail for a few miles, then retrace their steps.

If you are an Appalachian Trail hiker and plan to backpack the entire AT (or portions thereof) from north to south, start at the Dickey Ridge Trail, as it connects with the AT at Compton Gap.

The Dickey Ridge Trail begins in what was once an old pasture, which is now covered with new-growth trees and shrubs. After about 0.5 mile, there is a small stream, and you soon come to a left-hand side trail that leads to the entrance station
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on Skyline Drive. You quickly arrive at a bridge over the stream. For the next 0.75 mile or so, you can see stone walls, paths, and other remnants of old mountain homes.


[image: Visiting Shenandoah National Park in the fall is an added pleasure.]
Visiting Shenandoah National Park in the fall is an added pleasure.



The trail begins a rather steep ascent as it parallels Skyline Drive in its climb to Compton Gap. Along the way you encounter the Dickey Ridge Visitor Center, the Fox Hollow Trail, and the Snead Farm Loop Trail at mile 4.6. Low Gap is at mile 7.9, followed by Lands Run Gap at mile 9.2. Detailed signs are posted here and provide appropriate directions at each of the intersections.

At the end of the Dickey Ridge Trail, a route of ascents and short descents, you encounter some beautiful views. The route crosses Skyline Drive several times. Rock hunters will delight in some of the geologic finds along the way.

The Dickey Ridge Trail joins the AT about 0.1 mile from Compton Gap. To complete the hike, turn right onto the AT and hike 0.1 mile to Compton Gap.




Miles and Directions


	0.0 Dickey Ridge Trail begins on the south end of Front Royal on US 340.

	4.6 Junction with the Snead Farm Loop Trail.

	7.9 Low Gap.

	9.2 Lands Run Gap.

	10.3 Compton Gap.











2 Fox Hollow Trail

This short and easy loop makes a delightful history hike to an old homestead area. The trail is not rough and is suitable for children. Blue blazes mark the trail.

Skyline Mile: 4.6

Distance: 1.2-mile loop

Hiking time: 1 to 2 hours

Difficulty: Easy

Trail surface: Dirt and naturally occurring rock

Traffic: Light to moderate

Canine compatibility: Dogs not allowed

Maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated Topographic Map 228; Map 9, Appalachian Trail and Other Trails in Shenandoah National Park, North District (PATC, Inc.)

Finding the trailhead: This trail begins at the Dickey Ridge Visitor Center, about 3.0 miles south of the Front Royal park entrance. Walk east across Skyline Drive to the park kiosk. GPS: N38 52.307' / W78 12.221'




The Hike

The park kiosk provides further information about the area and serves as the trailhead.

The trail begins with a slight descent and soon accesses Dickey Ridge Trail to the left. Turn left and follow that blue-blazed trail for 0.2 mile, then turn right (following the blue blazes) onto the Fox Hollow Trail. You will pass piles of rocks reflecting the work once required to clear the forest and prepare it for cultivation.

The trail continues to descend gradually, passing a spring and a mill wheel once used for ornamental purposes. At 0.5 mile the trail passes the Fox family cemetery. The largest stone memorializes Lemuel F. Fox, the son of Thomas Fox, who established the family farm here in 1856. According to the inscription, Lemuel died on May 24, 1916, at the age of 78. The trail continues to cross old pastureland being reclaimed by the forest. Deer have returned to the area and now abound.

Shortly after passing the cemetery, the trail begins climbing gradually on its return to the visitor center. Along the way, rock piles and rock fences continue to proclaim that farming once dominated the area. The path is actually an old road that once linked the Fox family with the town of Front Royal.
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Upon completion of this short loop, you can extend your hike by following the Snead Farm–Dickey Ridge Trail Loop.
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Long ago, Fox Hollow residents piled rocks to clear space for farming.





Miles and Directions


	0.0 Fox Hollow Trail begins at the Dickey Ridge Visitor Center, about 3.0 miles south of the Front Royal park entrance. After about 100 yards, you’ll see a cement post. Turn left onto the blue-blazed Dickey Ridge Trail.

	0.3 Cement post. Take right fork east onto the blue-blazed Fox Hollow Trail. Encounter the first of many rock piles.

	0.5 Fox family cemetery.

	1.1 Cement post. Go straight to return to the visitor center.

	1.2 Arrive back at the trailhead, completing the hike.











3 Snead Farm–Dickey Ridge Trail Loop

Appropriate for families, this hike takes you to buildings used by the Snead family when it homesteaded in the area.

Skyline Mile: 4.6

Distance: 1.4 miles out and back or 3.2-mile loop

Hiking time: 3 to 4 hours

Difficulty: Out-and-back hike is easy; loop hike is moderately strenuous.

Trail surface: Dirt and naturally occurring rock

Traffic: Light to moderate

Canine compatibility: Leashed dogs allowed

Maps: National Geographic Trails Illustrated Topographic Map 228; Map 9, Appalachian Trail and Other Trails in Shenandoah National Park, North District (PATC, Inc.)

Finding the trailhead: Start at the Front Royal park entrance and go about 3.0 miles south to the Dickey Ridge Visitor Center. The trail begins at Snead Farm Road, an old route with a chain gate that begins across Skyline Drive from the south end of the Dickey Ridge Picnic Area. The trailhead also can be accessed at the south end of the Fox Hollow Nature Trail Loop by turning left onto the Dickey Ridge Trail. GPS: N38 52.294751' / W78 12.153496'




The Hike

Snead Farm was an active, privately owned operation until the 1950s. Its remnants are quite visible. The barn still stands, as does the root cellar. The stone remains of the Carter residence fill an open area. With a little imagination you can recognize the difficulty people had in clearing and farming this land.

After accessing the Snead Farm Road, bear left at the first fork and then bear right at the second fork to gain access to the farm complex. Continue along this
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[image: In addition to this old barn, there’s a root cellar, bunkhouse, and stone foundations at the Snead Farm site.]









Miles and Directions


	0.0 Start at Snead Farm Road, an old route with a chain gate that begins across Skyline Drive from the south end of the Dickey Ridge Picnic Area.

	0.1 Fork in road; stay left.

	0.3 Fork in road; stay right.

	0.5 Fork in road; stay left.

	0.7 Remains of the Snead Farm. Retrace your steps for an out-and-back hike of 1.4 miles. If continuing on the longer loop, to return via the Dickey Ridge Trail, pick up the blue-blazed trail at the cement post opposite the stone ruins at mile 0.9. Follow this (the Snead Farm Loop Trail).

	1.9 Cement post. Trail junction. Turn right onto the Dickey Ridge Trail.

	3.2 Completion of loop. Arrive back at the Dickey Ridge Visitor Center and Picnic Area.











Appendix A: For More Information

The following are excellent sources for hiking and backpacking information, maps, camping and reservations information, books, and other materials concerning Shenandoah National Park.

Shenandoah National Park Headquarters

3655 US 211 East

Luray, VA 22835

Plan Your Visit: nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/index.htm

(540) 999-3500 (nonemergencies)

For emergencies in the park: (800) 732-0911

nps.gov/shen

Shenandoah National Park Association

  2097 US HWY BSN 340

Luray, VA 22835

  (540) 860-5481

snpbooks.org

Dickey Ridge Visitor Center

Mile 4.7, Skyline Drive

Information, maps, permits, restrooms, water, books, films, exhibits

Harry F. Byrd Sr. Visitor Center

Mile 51.0 at north entrance to Big Meadows

Information, maps, permits, restrooms, water, food, ranger programs, films, books, exhibits

Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC, Inc.)

118 Park St. SE

Vienna, VA 22180

General information: (703) 242-0315

Fax: (703) 242-0968

patc.net

Office hours: Mon through Thurs from 7 to 9 p.m. and Thurs through Fri from noon to 2 p.m.

Appalachian Trail Conference (ATC)

Washington & Jackson Streets

PO Box 807

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

(303) 535-6331




Ranger Stations within the Park

North District: Mile 22.1

Central District: Mile 51.0 at Big Meadows (just before maintenance area)

South District: Mile 73.2 at Simmons Gap (east side of Skyline Drive)

The park has four entrance stations. Upon entering, you must purchase either an annual pass, a seven-day pass, or a National Parks pass. Fees vary from year to year.

Mile 0.6: Front Royal Entrance Station, just off US 340

Mile 31.5: Thornton Gap Entrance Station, US 211 interchange

Mile 65.5: Swift Run Gap Entrance Station, US 33 interchange

Mile 104.6: Rockfish Gap Entrance Station, I-64 and US 250 interchange




Finding Maps

Several types of maps are available for the Shenandoah National Park hiker and can be obtained at the visitor centers, the waysides, and sporting goods stores throughout the area, as well as by writing or calling the map publishers. Map types include topo-graphical maps, descriptive trail booklets, and free map handouts. All provide excellent information. However, the topographical maps are probably the most accurate. You would be wise to carry these, especially on extended trips, along with a good compass.

Providing completely accurate mileages of trails is difficult, however, so bear in mind that the trails may be slightly shorter or longer than indicated. In addition, the trail lengths on the maps sometimes differ from what is posted on the trail signs. Often more important than the actual length is the difficulty rating. A very strenuous trail of 2 miles often takes longer to hike than an easy one of 5 miles.

Free copies of some trail maps are available from the visitor centers and through the Shenandoah National Park website. The booklets for three short hikes can be obtained at the visitor centers, from the Shenandoah National Park Association, and in boxes at the trailheads. A minimal fee is charged for these booklets.

Quad and topographical maps may be purchased from the following sources:

Shenandoah National Park Association (see previous listing)

Shenandoah National Park Visitor Centers (see previous listing)

Trails Illustrated

Division of National Geographic Maps

PO Box 4357

Evergreen, CO 80437-4357

(800) 962-1643 or (303) 670-3457

natgeomaps.com/ti_228

Topographical Map 228 covers Shenandoah National Park.

Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC, Inc.)

118 Park St. SE

Vienna, VA 22180

(703) 242-0315

patc.us/store/snp.htm

Three PATC topographical maps (numbers 9, 10, and 11) cover Shenandoah National Park.

Waysides within Shenandoah National Park. Three waysides provide water, groceries, and camping and RV supplies and equipment. Only Big Meadows Wayside offers gas. Hours of operation vary with the seasons. None of these waysides provide repairs. Elkwallow has a snack bar; Loft Mountain has breakfast and lunch; and Big Meadows has a restaurant.

Mile 24.0: Elkwallow Wayside

Mile 51.2: Big Meadows Wayside

Mile 79.5: Loft Mountain Wayside

US Geological Survey (USGS)

National Mapping Division

12201 Sunrise Valley Dr., Mail Stop 809

Reston, VA 22092

(703) 648-7070

usgs.gov

US Geological Survey (USGS)

Branch of Distribution

Federal Center

Denver, CO 80225

Customer service: (800) 435-7627 or (303) 202-4200

The USGS provides 1969 quad maps that do not contain current information such as trail modifications.









Appendix B: Further Reading

The Shenandoah National Park Association makes available a wonderful selection of books for all ages. The visitor centers in the park also stock a great inventory of books for sale. Topics available from these outlets include natural history, human history, mountain lore, hiking and backpacking, maps, children’s books, and coloring books. The list of available resources is extensive.


Many of the following books were helpful as we prepared this book. Others make fascinating reading.


Amberson, Joanne. Easy Hikes on the Appalachian National Scenic Trail in Shenandoah National Park. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, 2003.


———. Hikes to Peaks & Vistas in Shenandoah National Park. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, 2002.


———. Hikes to Waterfalls in Shenandoah National Park. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, 1997.


———. Short Hikes in Shenandoah National Park. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, rev. 2004.


Bell, C. Ritchie, and Anne H. Lindsey. Fall Color and Woodland Harvests. Chapel Hill, NC: Laurel Hill Press, 1990.


Crandall, Hugh, and Reed Engle. Shenandoah: The Story Behind the Scenery. Las Vegas: KC Publications, Inc., rev. 1997.


Engle, Reed. Everything Was Wonderful: A Pictorial History of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Shenandoah National Park. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, 1999.


———. In the Light of the Mountain Moon: An Illustrated History of Skyland. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, 2003.


Fletcher, Colin, and Chip Rawlins. The Complete Walker. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971.


Harmon, Will. Leave No Trace. Helena, MT: FalconGuides, 1997.


———. Wild Country Companion. Helena, MT: FalconGuides, 1994.


Horning, Audrey. In the Shadow of Ragged Mountain: Historical Archaeology of Nicholson, Corbin & Weakley Hollows. Luray, VA: Shenandoah National Park Association, 2004.


Lambert, Darwin. The Undying Past of Shenandoah National Park. Boulder, CO: Roberts Rinehart Publishers, 1989.


Reeder, Carolyn, and Jack Reeder. Shenandoah Secrets: The Story of the Park’s Hidden Past. Vienna, VA: Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1991.


Schneider, Bill. Bear Aware: The Quick Reference Bear Country Survival Guide. Guilford, CT: FalconGuides, 2012.


Stupka, Arthur. Wildflowers in Color. New York: HarperCollins, 1994.


Watts, May Theilgaard. Tree Finder: A Manual for the Identification of Trees by Their Leaves. Rochester, NY: Nature Study Guild, 1991.







Appendix C: Where to Stay


Campgrounds

Four campgrounds are available in Shenandoah National Park, and they range from those with RV/camper spaces to tent sites, some of which are walk-in tent spaces. Trailer hookups are not available in any of the campgrounds. However, all but Lewis Mountain have a disposal area. Obviously there is something for everyone. Big Meadows Campground, for instance, requires reservations for most sites, so it’s a good idea to call ahead, especially during the busier summer months. For those unable to plan ahead who find themselves in need of a campsite, it seems that unreserved sites become available early in the mornings as others pull out.


Backcountry or wilderness camping is allowed in most areas of the park. Those areas that are off-limits are listed for you in the handouts you acquire with the required backcountry camping permit, which can be obtained from the visitor centers or ranger stations.


From Skyline Drive, north to south, the campgrounds are as follows:

Mile 22.2: Mathews Arm Campground (178 sites). Flush toilets. Some sites are reserved. Call (877) 444-6777 or visit recreation.gov.


Mile 51.2: Big Meadows Campground (230 sites). Reservations system from late spring through early fall. Can camp without reservations if the campground is not full, but may have to move if there is a reservation for a subsequent date. Only a few sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis. To reserve a site call (877) 444-6777 or visit recreation.gov. Showers, camp store, laundry, water.


Mile 57.5: Lewis Mountain Campground (32 sites). First-come, first-served basis, tent and vehicle pull-in sites. Showers, camp store, water, laundry.


Mile 79.5: Loft Mountain Campground (219 sites). Tent sites, RV sites, vehicle pull-ins. Some sites reserved. Call (877) 444-6777 or visit recreation.gov. Showers, laundry, camp store, water.







Lodging Units


Lodging units for rent (best to make reservations) can be found at Skyland Resort (Mile 41.7) and Big Meadows (Mile 51.2). At Lewis Mountain (Mile 57.5), several cabins are available for rent. Remember that summer and fall are crowded, so call early 877-847-1919 to reserve. These are operated by Delaware North, the official park concessioner. The lodging complexes have dining rooms and/or food service. Visit nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/lodging.htm.





Shelters

Four shelters exist in the park. They are for day use and emergency shelter only. Byrds Nest Shelter No. 4 is in the North District, while Byrds Nest Shelters No. 1 and No. 2 and the Old Rag Shelter are in the Central District.





Huts

The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (PATC) provides eight three-sided huts along the Appalachian Trail; these are intended mostly for AT long-distance hikers and are spaced about a day’s hike (8 to 10 miles) apart. In emergencies other hikers may use the huts if they are not full. Otherwise, you must camp out of sight of the hut unless different regulations are posted at the hut sites. Backcountry permits are required.





Cabins

The PATC also maintains six cabins scattered throughout the park. Information on renting them and what is supplied may be obtained by contacting the PATC office at 118 Park St. SE, Vienna, VA 22180; general information: (703) 242-0315; fax: (703) 242-0968; patc.net/PublicView/Custom/PATC_Cabins/Cabins.aspx.



[image:  Park trails offer many compelling Appalachian Mountain panoramas, but in spring, when mountain laurel is all a-bloom, views from the Bearfence overlook can sometimes create the feeling that the discovery is yours and yours alone.]
Park trails offer many compelling Appalachian Mountain panoramas, but in spring, when mountain laurel is all a-bloom, views from the Bearfence overlook can sometimes create the feeling that the discovery is yours and yours alone.
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