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			To Jax and Nola, you are the stories I’m most proud of creating.

		

	
		
			Introduction
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			Welcome, young readers and writers-to-be! Did you know that anyone can be a writer? Yes, even you! The first step is to believe in your own curiosity and imagination. That tiny voice inside that asks, What if? Maybe you just finished a school project and found out how much fun writing can be, or perhaps you read a book that was so exciting you couldn’t put it down. Maybe someone gave you this book because they knew you’d have fun with it. Whatever brought you here, get ready to take on the world of creative writing. Remember, every famous writer started somewhere.

			In this book, you will find tons of imaginative writing prompts. Writing prompts are ideas that spark your imagination. Think of them as clues or questions. They act like the seed of a story, the concept that gets you writing. Some of the writing prompts include fun twists. Think of these twists as mini surprises that help open up the prompt and further develop the story idea.

			This book of prompts is categorized by genre. The word genre describes the different types of style, mood, and content used to create a story. Think about the last few movies you watched or books you read. I bet they weren’t all the same, right? Some may have been about magic and adventures. Maybe one was super funny, while another was scary or took place in the future with cool technology. These different kinds of stories are called genres! In this book, you’ll write in the fiction, mystery, science fiction, fantasy and adventure, and memoir and autobiography genres.

			I hope this book inspires you to think outside the box and find new ways to express yourself and your creativity. You will learn all sorts of things about your imagination, and you may even be surprised by the different characters, places, and stories you create! Just remember to have fun—it is the most crucial part of writing a story.

		

	
		
			How to Use This Book
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			These creative writing prompts are like little sparks that help you come up with fun ideas for stories. Staring at a blank page can be intimidating! These prompts give you a starting point that then lets your imagination take over. From there, you get to take the wheel and decide just where your story will go.

			There are a few ways to go through the book. Pick prompts at random, starting with your favorite genre, or go through the prompts in order, page by page. Choose the way that is most fun for you!

			Aim to write for five minutes at a time for each prompt. Sometimes, you may feel like that isn’t enough time, and sometimes getting to five minutes may seem challenging. If you end up going past five minutes, that’s great—keep on writing for as long as you feel inspired! Either way, it’s okay—the most important thing is to keep trying.

			
				
				[image: What You Will Need: A pen or pencil, a timer or an adult to keep time, blank or lined paper or a tablet/computer, a comfortable place to write, ways to stay focused: avoid distractions; maybe seek out a quiet place, or play light music.]
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			Fiction

			The Stories All Around You

			Fiction is a genre where your imagination creates stories. These stories are set in realistic worlds, but the people, places, and events are not real.

			For any book or story in fiction, the characters, setting, and plot are essential. The first step is to craft, or create, your main character, also known as a protagonist, by deciding what sort of person your story will focus on. The other characters are the other people in the story, such as friends, family members, or teachers. The setting is where the story takes place, like a town, school, or home. To create a good setting, consider where your main character would feel the most comfortable. The plot describes the sequence of events that make up the story. It has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

			The best fiction books, or novels, are the ones where readers can learn from the characters’ experiences. Writers invite the reader in by creating challenges and obstacles for the main character to experience. In the book-writing world, this is known as conflict. These are the actions that the main character experiences throughout the story. Conflict can be internal feelings, such as a main character worrying about riding a bike without training wheels. Conflict can also be external and come from someone called an antagonist. That is the person in your story who bothers or causes problems for the main character in some way. Like a classmate who always gets to the swings before you do at recess, even though they know it’s your favorite thing to do! When you have all these parts in place, your story starts to come to life.

			Whether it’s navigating a tough friendship or embarking on a personal adventure, fiction opens up a world of experiences that feel close to home yet also leave room for the imagination.
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			Writing Tips
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					Try to imagine as many details about your character as possible to bring them to life. What personality traits or quirks do they have? Are they chatty or shy? Do they collect things? Do they have specific fears or dreams?

				

					
					Your setting can create conflict and help move your story forward. Remember, try not to limit the story you’re writing to your environment. Does your character live on a farm? Do they know the city streets well? What about a tree house—do they have one?

				

					
					Think of ways to make your obstacles be directly opposite of your main character’s goals. For example, if your character dreams of impressing their school crush, then have their teacher unknowingly pair them up as partners for an important class project!

				

					
					 Give your character different kinds of conflicts to encounter. You can use antagonists as obstacles in the form of another character, unusual happenings such as making a heavy mistake, or a big storm. Or you can use internal struggles, such as your protagonist’s fear of letting someone down or their need to be right.

				

					
					Use dialogue to give readers a better idea of who your characters are. Provide them with different voices by changing the way they speak or having fun with word choice. You can even give each one their own unique quirks! For example, a character may have a trademark word or phrase they love to use, like “Oh boy!”

				

			

		

	
		
			Fiction Prompts

			Put five minutes on the clock. Ready. Set. Write!

			
					
					Continue the story: I am walking home from school. A loud, screeching noise pierces my ears. The sound of metal crunching makes my heart race. I turn around and see…

				

					
					Your parents tell you that you are moving to a new city tomorrow! You bike to your best friend’s house to let them know. You’ve decided to complete your local bucket list now. Where do you start?

				

					
					Continue the story: As I toss and turn in bed, I hear worried voices down the hall. My parents are whispering, but there is a third voice I don’t recognize. My mouth drops open as I hear my mom say…

				

					
					After school, one of the popular kids creates an exclusive club only for pretty people. They are so mean! You and your friends decide to make another group based on kindness. What do you do next to form your organization?

					Twist: The next day, the president of the Pretty People Club asks to join yours. What do you do?

					

					
					Continue the story: I’m staying with my family at a forest campground for a week. The family in the tent next to ours has a kid my age. They’re playing with an oddly shaped box. I walk up to them and…

					Twist: Soon, you team up together. What new adventures do you get into?
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					One morning, a surprise visitor rings your doorbell with important information for your family
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