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​Introduction

[image: ]


Paul instructed Timothy to rightly divide the Word of Truth. In order to do this as believers we should follow this example and become students of the Bible. The Kingdom Study Series was developed to aid believers in the study of the scriptures. Various areas of biblical theology and Christian practice are explored. This series is designed to help believers to increase in their knowledge of the faith.

In this publication

There is an art to the Christian life and service which is attainable through the principles set forth in the Bible. In the pages of this study, we will discuss twelve areas that are important to successful Christian living. In mastering these areas, the Christian is able to live in the abundant life. This material is derived from two distinct works from the Abundant Truth Christian Living Series:

1) The Fine Arts of Christian Living: Biblical Insights to a Successful Christian Life 

2) The Fine Arts of Christian Service: Biblical Insights for Fruitful Christian Service
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​~STUDY I~

The Fine Arts of Christian Living
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​~Lesson 1~

The Art of Faith
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(Understanding the Dynamics of Faith)

Christian living is successful through and by faith. The key to maintaining a fruitful relationship with Christ is by trusting in Him without fear and doubt. In this opening Lesson, we will discuss faith and its dynamics. Understanding that the Art of Faith begins with knowing “without faith it is impossible to please Him.”

When many believers are asked, “What is Faith,” the response usually is a quotation of Hebrews 11:1. However, this scripture is not given as a definition of faith, but rather as a description of faith. Some still may ask, “What is the difference?” When we describe something, we list its attributes. When we define something, we speak of its true essence, use, or function.

For instance, if someone asked you, “What is a sandwich?” If you reply and tell them that it is two slices of bread with meat or other food in the middle, you only described to them what a sandwich is. However, to define what a sandwich is, you would have to say that it is a food dish that provides nourishment, usually served with chips or french fries and a soft drink at lunchtime and sporting events.

With the second response you have spoken to the function, use, and purpose of the sandwich; that is, what the sandwich is. The same has to be discovered as it pertains to faith. Hebrews 11:1 gives us the attributes of faith in action.

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

This is why in the verses to follow, we are reminded of the patriarchs and others who believed God, though they did not see all of His promises. Our faith causes us to grasp the promises before they are manifest in the natural. 

Oftentimes believers have misunderstood what it means to walk in faith and the purpose of making declarations of faith. Many have become convinced that all they have to do is speak it, and it shall be done. They highlight the verse of scripture that describes Abraham’s faith in God.

(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even GOD, WHO quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. (Romans 4:17 Emphasis mine)

This scripture is not necessarily referring to believers or their ability to speak things by faith. The scripture is specifically referring to God and His power (of which Abraham’s faith was developed) to raise the dead and call things into being out of nothing.

It is only because we are the children of God, we can follow His example, but our faith declarations must fall within the parameters of the will of God. 

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. (I John 5:14-15)

Jesus did say that if we speak to a mountain to be removed and cast into the sea, and not doubt in our hearts, we shall have what we say.

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. (Mark 11:23)

However, the scriptures also say that God will not hear or honor our requests (and declarations) if we ask only to fulfill our lusts.

Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. (James 4:3)

Considering the above statements and thoughts, we need to give a sound definition of faith. Faith, for the Christian, is more than a belief in what God can do. The true essence of faith resides in God’s character. Faith, for the Christian, can be defined as a complete trust and confidence in the nature and character of God.

With this being said, if one believes God for a particular situation and it does not happen, faith is not to be abandoned. Because we do not receive what we have asked for, it does not mean we were not walking by faith. It only means that faith was held for something that may not have been the will of God. Therefore, God has to be trusted even if one does not receive the thing that he has requested. We cannot control God by our faith. He honors our faith according to His will, plan, and purpose.

Counterfeit Faith

In order to ensure we walk in true faith, we have to recognize when we are not walking in faith. Many religious activities are exercised in place of faith. We have termed these as counterfeit faith. In this Lesson, we want to explain two forms of counterfeit faith: false faith and formula faith. 

False Faith

Believers, everywhere, have received teachings on faith. The most popular teachings use the aforementioned scriptures to instruct individuals how to walk in faith. However, because of the imbalanced presentation of these scriptures, the result is Christians who operate in false faith. Some believers operate in false faith because they want others to think they have faith, when they do not. It is born out of an attempt to be “spiritual” in order to be accepted. 

False faith is exactly that: Faith that is not real. False faith is purely an act. On the outside one will appear that they believe God, while inwardly they are bound by fear, doubt, and unbelief. Believers have to be sure that when they are declaring their faith that it is an inward conviction.

Formula Faith

Formula faith differs from false faith in that it is based upon principles presented in the word of God. Therefore, believers are more vulnerable to operate in it. Believers are taught to use a principle or use repetitions void of the will of God for their lives.

But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. (Matthew 6:7)

Individuals will quote the scripture about "calling things that be not," but in essence they have not really exercised any faith at all. Though it gives the appearance of faith, faith is not in operation. Formula faith is faith based upon the principles set forth by the Word, rather than in the Word and in the God of the Word. Believers quote the scriptures exactly, while never actually engaging their minds and hearts to believe God. 

True Faith

Paul described what the essence of true faith is when he quoted what was written in the Book of Psalms saying, “We believe, therefore we speak” (that is the spirit of faith in operation.) Because of the misrepresentation and misapplication of the Word, believers are operating opposite of what faith is.

I believed, therefore have I spoken... (Psalm 116:10)

We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak. (2 Corinthians 4:13)

We are supposed to believe it before we speak. However, we quote the scriptures and make faith declarations to help us to believe. This is the reason why the things we are speaking by faith are not coming to pass. We did not believe before we spoke it. 

True faith resides in a total trust in God’s character. In addition, true faith is in operation when we believe outside of the religious rites of “naming and claiming” and in the continual quoting of scriptures. Not all teachings on faith are erroneous, because Jesus instructed us to have faith and speak to situations, but He also said believe and do not doubt; it is only then that you will have what you say.

Faith, sometimes, is perceived as something beyond our reach. Individuals feel that in order for faith to be in operation, one’s head must be in the spiritual clouds. Faith is presented as an escape to life’s situations. However, faith puts us on the front lines of warfare. It is an effective defense and weapon.

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (Ephesians 6:16)

Regardless of what situations are present, some are taught to not acknowledge what is there, but speak to them by faith. Because of this, there are Christians everywhere who are sick, broke, frustrated, and the like, who use faith and faith declarations as “outs” to facing what is there. 

Some feel that if they feel hurt, acknowledge pain, or say that they have no money; then, they are not walking by faith. Faith does not provide an escape, but it puts us in direct fire. Faith is needed












d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
V‘ ¢ Abundant Truth International Ministries

THE SUCCESSFUL
CHRISTIAN 101

TWELVE LESSONS FOR MASTERING THE ART
OF CHRISTIAN LIFE AND SERVICE

Kingdom Study Series

S—

\' - e
RODERICK LEVI"EVANS

)





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





