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​Introduction
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Benjamin Netanyahu is the most transcendental, complex, and divisive political figure in Israel's contemporary history. Surpassing the record of the state's very founder, David Ben-Gurion, Netanyahu has not only governed the country intermittently since 1996, but has also redefined its national identity, implemented a fierce free-market economy, and irreversibly altered its strategic position in a volatile Middle East. However, the self-proclaimed "Architect of Modern Israel" finds himself today at the epicenter of a historic storm that threatens to reduce his legacy to ashes: a deeply fractured country internally, devastating and expansive wars stretching from the destruction of Gaza to the fronts in Lebanon and Iran, and an infamous arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court for alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity.

To understand how "Bibi" has dragged his nation into this abyss, it is imperative to analyze the deep roots of his psyche. His worldview is intrinsically linked to the weight of historical Jewish trauma and a rigid ideological inheritance. Molded by a distant and highly critical father, the historian Benzion Netanyahu, he inherited the doctrine of Revisionist Zionism and the absolute conviction that the Jewish people perpetually face annihilation, requiring the erection of an impregnable "Iron Wall" to survive. Added to this heavy burden was the death of his idolized older brother, Yoni, a national hero who fell during Operation Entebbe in 1976. This mourning imposed on him the psychological need to always measure up to an unreachable legend, leading him to develop what analysts call a "compulsive resolve" and a "savior" mentality. Behavioral studies reveal a leader with a decidedly expansionist style, characterized by an exceptionally high need for power, chronic distrust, and the deeply egocentric belief that the destiny and survival of the State of Israel are inextricably linked to his own personal political survival.

Throughout his career, Netanyahu has proven to be an implacable strategist. He dismantled the welfare state with cold corporate pragmatism, allied himself with the most extremist supremacist forces of the nationalist right, and pushed forward a judicial coup that undermined the democratic foundations of the nation. All of this was done while facing an unprecedented legal siege under Cases 1000, 2000, and 4000, which formally accuse him of bribery, fraud, and breach of trust. His authoritarian style of leadership has relied on systematically evading responsibility during crises, utilizing polarization tactics to divide the citizenry, and demonizing the press, the judicial system, and his opponents as "enemies" or subversive forces.

Netanyahu, war criminal is not just a biographical review; it is a clinical autopsy of the dialectic of permanent power. Through these pages, we will dissect how his populist rhetoric, his aversion to genuine diplomatic compromise, his cynical "divide and conquer" policy toward the Palestinians, and his willingness to use massive and disproportionate military force while ignoring international law are neither anomalies nor miscalculations, but rather the culmination of a design structured over decades.

This book examines how historical trauma, boundless ambition, and ideological intransigence converged to transform a brilliant former commando and diplomat into a king entrenched in his bunker; a leader willing to sacrifice the cohesion of his own society and drag the entire Middle East into perpetual conflict rather than surrender his crown or face justice.
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​Chapter 1. The Shadow of Benzion and Inherited Trauma
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​The Weight of History and Revisionist Zionism

The figure of Benjamin Netanyahu, the longest-serving leader in Israel's history and one of the most polarizing personalities on the international stage, is completely unintelligible without first diving into the deep, long shadow cast by his father. To understand the man who has redesigned Israel’s national identity and entrenched his country in perpetual conflict, it is imperative to analyze the environment in which his psyche was forged.

Benjamin was born in Tel Aviv in 1949, a year after the founding of the State of Israel, into a family where history was not just another academic discipline, but a constant and ominous warning about survival. His father, Benzion Netanyahu, born in Warsaw under the surname Mileikowsky, was a scholar of immense intellect, a historian, and a central figure of Revisionist Zionism. His paternal grandfather, Nathan Mileikowsky, had been a rabbi and a prolific Zionist writer who instilled in the family a legacy of eloquence and fierce ideological defense. Upon emigrating to Palestine, the family adopted the surname Netanyahu, which means "God has given," marking an identity rebirth with a profound sense of destiny.

Benzion was no conventional academic; he had been the personal secretary of Ze'ev Jabotinsky, the father of Revisionist Zionism. This ideological current proclaimed that the survival of the Jewish people in their historical land would only be possible through political and military dominance, rejecting any territorial concessions or displays of weakness. Benzion's historical specialization only fueled this fatalistic worldview: he dedicated his life to studying the Jewish Golden Age in Spain, the Inquisition, and the tragic fate of Jewish converts.

​The Spanish Inquisition and the Trap of Assimilation

It is precisely in Benzion’s magnum opus, The Origins of the Inquisition in Fifteenth-Century Spain (a monumental treatise of nearly 1,400 pages published in 1995), where the source code of Benjamin Netanyahu’s political ideology lies. Benzion’s thesis was highly controversial in the academic world: he argued that the Spanish Inquisition was not motivated by religious zeal against Jews who practiced their faith in secret (the Marranos), but by pure racial hatred, driven by the concept of limpieza de sangre (purity of blood).

According to Benzion, the vast majority of Jewish converts to Christianity in Spain had genuinely assimilated and were devout Christians. Yet, they were persecuted, tortured, and burned at the stake anyway because the majority society (the Gentile world) was never going to tolerate their economic and social success. The lesson Benzion extracted from Spanish history, and which he rigidly drilled into his son, was that assimilation is a death trap and that antisemitism is an immutable law of human history.

For Benzion, and subsequently for Benjamin, Jews are always surrounded by enemies seeking their exterminion, regardless of how hard they try to integrate or compromise. Extrapolated to modern politics, this historical thesis means that peace treaties (like the Oslo Accords) and territorial concessions are the modern equivalent of converting to Christianity in medieval Spain: futile acts of appeasement that will not halt the visceral hatred of Arab neighbors, but will only display weakness.

From this wellspring of erudition and tragedy, Benzion imbued his son with a somber worldview: the unwavering conviction that the Jewish people are always, in any era, on the brink of annihilation. Under this lens, the outside world is inherently hostile and antisemitic, and the sole guarantee of existence lies in erecting an impregnable "Iron Wall," a military power so overwhelming that it deters any enemy. The fundamental lesson Benzion drilled into young Benjamin’s mind is summarized in the maxim: "If I am not for myself, who will be for me?"

​Academic Exile, Resentment, and the Patriarch's Narcissism

To this ideological burden was added a deep resentment toward institutions. Despite his undeniable intellectual brilliance, Benzion Netanyahu was marginalized by the Israeli academic elite of the time. The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, dominated in the 1950s and 1960s by sympathizers of Labor and left-wing Zionism (opposed to Jabotinsky’s Revisionist faction), systematically refused to grant him a tenured professorship. This rejection forced the family into intermittent exile in the United States, forging in the Netanyahu household an acute persecution complex and a visceral contempt for liberal elites. This seed explains why, decades later, Benjamin Netanyahu would attack Israel’s press, academia, and Supreme Court with such ferocity, viewing them as heirs to the same left-wing elite that had humiliated his father.

Beyond institutional resentment, the psychological dynamics within the home left indelible scars. Psychoanalyst and clinical psychologist Dr. Ofer Grozberg has dissected this influence, describing Benzion as an eminently "ideological, not emotional" father. The patriarch was a distant, cold, and highly critical figure who demanded exceptional levels of achievement and excellence, but was incapable of providing emotional warmth or a safe space for vulnerability. Love and approval in the Netanyahu home were strictly conditional on success and toughness.

Discipline in the household bordered on martial. Absolute respect was expected from Benjamin and his brothers (Yonatan and Iddo). Biographical accounts detail that the children had to stand up immediately and maintain strict silence whenever their father entered the room or spoke. The role model young Benjamin had before him was a father with marked narcissistic traits, completely immersed in his own academic research and requiring the unceasing admiration of those around him.

In contrast, the maternal figure, Tzila Segal, was perceived as weak and subjugated to her husband's genius. During the funeral eulogy for his father (who lived to be 102), Netanyahu himself recalled his mother saying: "I married a genius, but someone has to darn the socks." Tzila needed Benzion's help to set boundaries for the children, reinforcing the image of an omnipotent father and a mother unable to emotionally protect her children from the high demands of their environment.

​The Erasured Self and the Birth of "Ben Nitay"

The psychological impact of growing up in the shadow of a father who is simultaneously an implacable judge and a narcissistic figure is devastating for childhood development. According to psychoanalytic analyses, Netanyahu never managed to forge an independent, separate, and autonomous "self" in relation to his father. His entire identity was built on submission to paternal expectations and a chronic need to please a figure who was rarely satisfied.

This lack of identity autonomy reached its most literal and symptomatic manifestation during the years the family spent in the United States. Between 1956 and 1958, and later from 1963 to 1967, the Netanyahus lived in Cheltenham Township, Pennsylvania, while Benzion taught at Dropsie College. Upon returning to the United States in the early 1970s to study architecture and business administration at the prestigious Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Benjamin did not use his real name. He went by "Ben Nitay" (or Nitai), adopting the exact pseudonym his father occasionally used to sign his newspaper articles. This adoption of the father's name is a clinical testament to how the son had merged with the father's identity, attempting to embody his intellectual greatness and authority.

During his youth in the American suburbs of the 1960s, Benjamin, nicknamed "Akshan" (the stubborn one) by his family, experienced a deep disconnection from the shallow, liberal culture around him. He rejected the sensibilities of American youth and retreated into the Spartan Zionist worldview of his home.

​The Debate Club and the Emotional Armor

To survive in a family environment where vulnerability was forbidden and feelings were seen as a weakness before the existential "enemies" of the Jewish people, Netanyahu developed a defense mechanism that would define his entire career: emotional detachment and hyper-rationality.

During his high school years in Cheltenham, Benjamin found his true element in the debate club. The competitive American debate format requires the ability to respond to opponents quickly, forcefully, and exclusively rationally, without any need to engage emotionally with the content. Psychology specialists note that the speed of speech in these environments is directly proportional to emotional disconnection; in debate, there is no room for doubt, inner reflection, or empathy for the opposing stance. There, he learned that words are not bridges to connect with others, but weapons to defeat the adversary and secure survival.

This emotional armor, structured to protect a fragile interior that could never fully develop, naturally guided him toward the corporate world. Between 1976 and 1978, Netanyahu worked as an economic consultant at the Boston Consulting Group (BCG). There, he immersed himself in technical efficiency, market analysis, and, above all, marketing. Modern marketing, much like the debate club, perfected his ability to package persuasive messages tailored to the "consumer," divorcing discourse from intrinsic truth and from any ethical or emotional weight.

​The Dialectic of Permanent Power

The young man who emerged from this familial and formative crucible possessed formidable intellectual capabilities, a heroic military record in the elite Sayeret Matkal, and incomparable linguistic skills. But at his core, he was an emotionally disconnected man, shaped by inherited historical trauma and a defensive narcissism.

Analysis of his leadership traits (using the LTA model) reveals a figure with an exceptionally high need for power and an acute distrust of his environment. For Netanyahu, politics is perceived through the same dichotomic and persecutory lens his father taught him: a hostile world where weakness is paid for with extermination.

Consequently, throughout his political career, he would display a profound incapacity for empathy and a tendency to establish purely instrumental relationships, utilizing people and political allies only as long as they served his survival purposes, only to discard them without a second thought. This inability to connect with the "other" is what would later allow him to dismantle the Israeli welfare state with drastic cuts, unmoved by social suffering, and, still later, justify catastrophic levels of collateral damage and devastation in Gaza or on the fronts in Lebanon and Iran as mere "necessary damage" in his rhetoric of survival.

Netanyahu, War Criminal must begin by understanding that the architect of Israel’s modern conflict is, ultimately, a man imprisoned by the ghost of an implacable father. An entrenched leader who projects his own insecurities and pathological need for control onto an entire nation, convinced from the cradle that his own personal and political survival is identical to the survival of the State of Israel. And in the name of that survival, just as Benzion taught him, absolutely everything is justified.
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​Chapter 2. The Ghost of Yoni: The Weight of Military Heroism and the Commercialization of Mourning
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​The Cataclysm of Entebbe and the Birth of the Myth

On July 4, 1976, the history of the Netanyahu family and that of the State of Israel fused into a single turning point. During the daring Operation Entebbe, in which Israeli commandos flew thousands of miles to Uganda to rescue Jewish and civilian hostages from a flight hijacked by Palestinian and German terrorists, the assault force commander was shot and killed. That commander was Lieutenant Colonel Yonatan "Yoni" Netanyahu, Benjamin's older brother, and he was the sole Israeli military casualty in what proved to be a miraculous rescue.

Yoni's death not only transformed him instantly into a national martyr, but also forged his memory around the untouchable ideals of courage, absolute patriotism, and selfless sacrifice. If his father, Benzion, had provided the ideological dogma of Revisionist Zionism, Yoni's death provided the blood and sanctity of martyrdom. For Benjamin, known within the family as "Bibi," the loss of his older brother, whom he revered as his "North Star" and ultimate role model to emulate, imposed an overwhelming existential burden. His brother's heroic myth forced upon him the psychological need to perpetually live up to a national legend—a mandate that would obsessively drive his future quest for historical greatness.

​Sayeret Matkal: The Forging of the Warrior

Long before the ghost of Yoni dominated his political narrative, Benjamin had already forged his own armor of insensitivity and pragmatism on the battlefield. After graduating from high school on the outskirts of Philadelphia in 1967, Benjamin returned to Israel to fulfill his military duty in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). As was to be



​The Anatomy of the Hero: Sadness, Alienation, and Intimate Letters





​The Commercialization of Mourning: The Jonathan Institute and the Antiterrorist Obsession





​"Compulsive Resolve" and the Messiah Complex
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