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The Crown of New York

Stanley Lambchop was climbing stairs.

His legs were getting wobbly, and his breath was getting heavy, but he couldn’t stop now. He was determined to get to the top!

Stanley turned to look behind him. A long spiral staircase twisted down to the ground floor.

He turned to look above him. The rest of the spiral staircase stretched as far as his eyes could see.

“Are we almost there?” Stanley said to his mother, who was a few steps in front of him. But she couldn’t even hear him. There was a crowd of people ahead of Mrs. Lambchop, and another crowd of people behind Stanley. Metal walls wrapped around the busy staircase, and voices echoed everywhere.

Stanley counted the steps. “One hundred and twenty-one. One hundred and twenty-two,” he said. He knew there were 354 steps altogether, so he still had a long way to go. By the time he got to 210, Stanley needed a break.

Luckily, he had a special superpower that would allow him to rest in the middle of this crowd. Some time ago, a bulletin board had fallen off his bedroom wall and left him as flat as a pancake. Since he didn’t take up much space, he could stop on the stairs without bothering anyone!
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Stanley flattened himself against the cool metal wall and took a gulp of air. The people kept rushing past him. In a minute, he felt rested and ready to climb again. There was only one problem! He’d lost Mrs. Lambchop.

Stanley peeled himself off the wall and tried to catch a glimpse of her.

“Mom!” Stanley called. But she still couldn’t hear him in all the noise.

Stanley took another deep breath. He knew what to do if he got lost. His mother must have talked him through it a hundred times. “Stay calm,” Stanley told himself. “That is the first step. Then ask for help if you need it.”

He looked at the people all around him. How would he know who to ask?

Then he realized something. The staircase traffic was only going one way. If he kept on climbing, his mother would be waiting at the top.

“Two hundred and fifteen,” Stanley counted. “Two hundred and sixteen.”

Finally, the stairs ended in a domed room with a long row of windows.

“There you are!” said Mrs. Lambchop. “I was starting to get a little worried.”

“Come and see!” yelled Stanley’s younger brother, Arthur. He was standing at a window with their father, holding a camera.

From the window, Stanley could see a city skyline, with more skyscrapers than he could ever count. Between him and the city there was a sparkling river crisscrossed by bridges. Stanley saw boats bobbing in the water, and planes speeding toward a nearby airport. It was a great view of a very busy place!

Then he craned his neck to see what was directly beneath him.
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He saw a huge, mint-green hand holding a book.

And above him, seven spikes of a crown, casting shadows on the water below.

Stanley and his family were standing inside the crown of the Statue of Liberty! From where they stood, they could see all of New York City.

This was the first stop on the Lambchops’ first trip to New York. Stanley had been invited to a special gathering of children from all over the world. They would be meeting at a famous place called the United Nations to sign a Declaration of Friendship—a promise to be a good friend to the whole world.

Stanley Lambchop was an experienced traveler. He had already been to many countries. Now he would be able to meet kids from some of the places he had not yet visited. Stanley couldn’t wait.

But first he was seeing some of New York’s most famous sights with his family.

Arthur snapped pictures from each of the twenty-five windows in the statue’s crown. Then he turned to Stanley and said, “This is a great view of the city. But you know the one thing we can’t see?”

“What’s that?” Stanley asked.

“The Statue of Liberty!” said Arthur.

That is strange but true, Stanley thought. Here inside the statue, they were too close to see what it really looked like. From the window, he could see the folds in the statue’s robes, and a bird sitting on one of its fingers! But for the complete view, he would have to wait until they got back onto the ferry that took people to and from Liberty Island. “I get the camera on the ride back,” he reminded his brother.
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Stanley walked over to where a sign explained a bit about the statue’s history. “Dedicated in 1886, the statue was a gift from the people of France to the people of the United States,” Stanley read out loud. “Today, she represents freedom and liberty around the world.”

Mrs. Lambchop nudged him. “That is why the book she holds has ‘July fourth’ written on the cover,” she explained. “The Fourth of July was the day our country broke free from England.”

She led both boys to a window and pointed at another island down below. “Do you know what that is?” she asked.

Arthur shrugged. “No idea,” he admitted.

“That is Ellis Island,” said Mrs. Lambchop. “For many years, newcomers to the United States stopped there before they could enter the country. Many of them were looking for freedom they did not have at home. From there, they could see the Statue of Liberty. She reminded them of what they would find in America.”

“Newcomers?” Stanley asked.

“People who were moving to America from places all over the world,” Mrs. Lambchop explained. “They hoped they would have a better life here.”

“Well . . . did they?” asked Arthur.

“Yes, they did,” said Mrs. Lambchop, smiling. “Now New York is home to people from all around the globe.”

Stanley nodded his head. “That is pretty cool,” he said. “People from around the world come to live in New York. And people from around the world come to meet at the United Nations!”

“That is cool,” Arthur agreed. “And that reminds me of something. Are you ready for the gift shop?”

Stanley nodded again and they all started for the stairs. Walking down the spiral staircase was almost harder than climbing up! By the time he reached the bottom, Stanley’s legs were like jelly. But he had an important job to do at the gift shop.

All the children gathering at the United Nations needed to bring an item from their home country to show to the others. It would be like show-and-tell from around the world! Stanley had already decided to bring a souvenir from the Statue of Liberty. What could be more American than that?

The only problem was that Stanley did not know what to choose. The gift shop had T-shirts and baseball caps that said “I heart New York.” It had key chains and bookmarks and magnets. That won’t work, Stanley thought. You can get a magnet anywhere!

He picked up a tiny replica of the Statue of Liberty, all in gold. Too bad it cost forty dollars! He wound up a music box that played “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

He was almost ready to give up when he saw it. His very own Statue of Liberty crown! Stanley did not like wearing hats, because they flopped over his flat head. But this crown fit like a headband. It was easy to carry, because it was made of foam, and it did not cost too much. It would remind him of where he had just been standing, too. The crown was perfect!
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Now everyone at the United Nations will know where I’m from, Stanley thought. A place where people from around the world come together.
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What You Need to Know About New York City!

There are currently 472 subway stations in New York City, served by 25 subway lines. In 2016, over 5 million people rode the New York City subway each day, and more than 1.5 billion people ride the subway each year.

When the Brooklyn Bridge opened in 1883, it was the longest suspension bridge in the world at 1,595 feet long (486 meters).

When the Statue of Liberty was last restored, in 1986, the torch was covered in sheets of twenty-four karat gold.

No one knows exactly how many rats there are in New York City. The best estimate is around two million, or about one rat for every four humans.

New Yorkers come from all over the world. About one half of all New Yorkers speak a different language than English.

New York City is an archipelago, or a group of islands. Four out of the city’s five boroughs are an island or are connected to an island (Manhattan Island, Staten Island, and Long Island, which includes Queens and Brooklyn). The Bronx is the only borough connected to the mainland United States.

The original inhabitants of Manhattan were Native Americans called the Lenape. Lenape means “the people” in the Native language Munsee. They called this territory “Manahatta,” meaning “hilly island.”

Times Square used to be called Longacre Square, until 1904 when the New York Times headquarters moved to the neighborhood.

There are around 3,000 food carts in New York City, and the most popular item they sell is coffee.

The Zodiac mural on the ceiling of Grand Central Terminal was painted backwards, and no one noticed until 1913.

On a clear day, you can see New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts from the top of the Empire State Building.

One World Trade Center, in downtown Manhattan, is the tallest building in North America, and the sixth tallest in the world.

More than 12 million immigrants, mostly from Southern and Eastern Europe, entered the United States through Ellis Island between 1892 and 1945.

New York City is the most populated city in the United States! It has more than twice the number of people of Los Angeles.

In 2013, it cost more than $1 million to get a license to drive a taxi in New York City.
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