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    The Bible brings together diverse writings unified by a sustained engagement with origins, identity, justice, mercy, wisdom, hope, and the challenges of communal and personal life before the divine. Organized as the Old Testament and the New Testament, it gathers narratives, instruction, songs, proverbs, lament, proclamations, letters, and a visionary conclusion into a single conversation about faithfulness and human responsibility.

Genesis through Deuteronomy set foundations that echo throughout the rest of the collection. Their sweep from beginnings to laws and covenantal commitments establishes patterns of calling, deliverance, worship, and ethical order that later books recall, contest, and deepen.

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, the books of Samuel and Kings, and the books of Chronicles trace community life amid leadership transitions, triumphs, and failures, while Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther situate questions of identity and courage within public life. Together they portray how memory and promise are negotiated in changing circumstances, preparing readers for the prophetic and wisdom voices that follow.

Job, the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and Lamentations shift the register to poetry, prayer, wisdom, and grief. These works cultivate reflection on suffering and joy, time and mortality, love and fidelity, personal integrity and communal praise. Alongside them, books titled with names from Isaiah and Jeremiah to Malachi sustain urgent public address, holding together critique and promise and keeping communal conduct and hope in view.

The New Testament opens with four accounts titled The Good News According to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, followed by The Acts of the Apostles. In concert, these works announce and narrate good news, then trace the spread of witness and practice, engaging earlier patterns of law, wisdom, lament, and promise with a renewed focus on community, teaching, and transformative action.

Paul’s Letters to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians address communities, while letters to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon speak to individuals involved in leadership and care. The Letter to the Hebrews, the Letter from James, Peter’s First and Second Letters, John’s First, Second, and Third Letters, and the Letter from Jude contribute further counsel and encouragement, showing how instruction, correction, and hope are worked out in lived relationships.

The Revelation to John concludes the collection with an intense, symbolic vision that gathers and reframes many earlier motifs. Taken together, these writings remain resonant for ethical deliberation, communal formation, and spiritual imagination. Their interplay of narrative, law, poetry, lament, wisdom, proclamation, letter, and vision invites sustained engagement with enduring questions of justice, compassion, humility, perseverance, and joy.
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    Socio-Political Landscape
Genesis through Kings situate Israel within Near Eastern power systems that shift from clan federations to monarchies under Saul, David, and Solomon, then fracturing into rival kingdoms. Chronicles, Ezra, and Nehemiah reflect later administrative realities: Persian imperial oversight, provincial governance, and temple-centered restoration after exile. Prophetic books speak into Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian hegemony, where tribute, deportation, and vassal treaties shaped everyday burdens. Class hierarchies privileged royal courts, priestly families, and scribal elites; patriarchal norms structured kinship and inheritance. Patronage by kings and temples enabled record-keeping yet invited critique. Rural agrarian economies, droughts, and border wars framed the urgency of covenantal justice.
By the Hellenistic and Roman eras, Judea navigated imperial rule mediated through client kings and governors. Esther dramatizes courtly survival within Persian politics, while Daniel encodes resistance under successive empires through visions and court tales. The Gospels and Acts unfold amid Roman taxation, militarized peace, and legal hierarchies distinguishing citizens, provincials, and slaves. Synagogues and the Jerusalem temple organized communal life; house assemblies became crucial settings for teaching and mutual aid. Ethnic boundaries and purity codes intersected with urban migration and diaspora networks. Censorship occurred less by formal bans than by surveillance, arrest, and exemplary punishment to deter disruptive prophecy and assembly.
Legal corpora in Leviticus and Deuteronomy codify obligations that reveal social tiers: landholders, tenant farmers, resident foreigners, slaves, widows, and priests. Proverbs and Ecclesiastes presuppose educated circles able to sponsor instruction; Psalms reflects organized choirs and guilds attached to sanctuaries. Patronage enabled production and preservation, from royal archives to communal treasuries supporting scribes. Gendered expectations concentrated inheritance and public authority among men, even as figures like Deborah, Ruth, and Esther demonstrate negotiated agency within patriarchal frameworks. In the New Testament, itinerant teachers relied on household patrons, artisans, and couriers. Economic precarity, debt, and taxation remained background pressures that made communal charity urgent.
Intellectual & Aesthetic Currents
Intellectual life pivots on covenantal monotheism: a moral universe governed by a just deity who binds communities through law, worship, and mercy. Wisdom books—Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes—debate experience, divine justice, and limits of human insight, blending aphorism, dialogue, and skeptical reflection. Prophetic collections from Isaiah to Malachi stage ethical critique as poetic oratory, fusing vision, satire, and lament to expose exploitation and idolatry. Apocalyptic imagination in Ezekiel and Daniel widens perspective to cosmic conflict and future vindication. Song of Solomon preserves lyric love poetry, while Psalms spans hymn, thanksgiving, and complaint, modeling disciplined emotion and public prayer as aesthetic and ethical formation.
Material and artistic infrastructures shaped expression. Temple liturgy and music inform psalmic forms, while prophetic performance relied on symbolic actions and public recitation. Scribal technologies—ink, parchment, and standardized scripts—supported compilation; in the New Testament era, widespread roads, courier systems, and the shift toward codices accelerated epistolary circulation. The Gospels arrange narrative, parable, and discourse with crafted intertextuality to teach, remember, and persuade. Acts adapts travel narrative and courtroom defense. Paul’s letters deploy argument, benediction, and household codes, reflecting education in rhetoric and Scripture. Wisdom collections and legal codes exhibit mnemonic design so communities could internalize teaching amid dispersed settings.
Debate is itself an aesthetic engine. Prophets challenge royal theologians; wisdom teachers balance pragmatic counsel with radical questioning; apocalyptic seers contest complacent realism. In the New Testament, letters register disputes over circumcision, table-fellowship, spiritual gifts, and resurrection, prompting carefully reasoned appeals in Romans and the Corinthian correspondence, concise exhortation in James, and pastoral calibration in Timothy and Titus. Hebrews refines temple imagery into visionary instruction; Revelation deploys saturated symbolism to confront imperial pretensions. Such crosscurrents created a canon alive with manifesto-like contrasts—law and promise, wisdom and revelation, patience and urgency—refining shared conviction that justice, mercy, and faithful love reorder history.
Legacy & Reassessment Across Time
Subsequent upheavals continually reframed these writings. The fall of Jerusalem and dispersal of communities intensified readings of Lamentations, Daniel, and Revelation as resources for endurance. As gatherings without a central temple grew, Psalms structured prayer, and letters guided leadership. Canon formation and liturgical use stabilized sequences while inviting commentary traditions that harmonized, allegorized, and debated. With manuscript copying, then printing and global distribution, textual access widened, prompting both reverent consolidation and reform-minded retrieval of original contexts. Modern historical, linguistic, and archaeological research enriched understanding of ancient settings, even as devotional practices sustained the texts as living speech across shifting languages.
Critical reassessment tracks changing social questions. Modern readers scrutinize depictions of kingship, conquest, law, and sexuality, bringing feminist, disability, ecological, and decolonial perspectives to Genesis through Kings and to Pauline communities. Debates over slavery, wealth, and hospitality revisit Leviticus, Proverbs, the Gospels, and Philemon. Visual art, theatre, and music continually adapt psalms, parables, and apocalyptic imagery, expanding audiences beyond liturgy. Scholarly editions and open-access translations stabilized text and facilitated comparison; tools like the included World English Bible Glossary foreground linguistic choices and cultural terms. Contemporary discussions emphasize trauma, migration, and creation care, renewing attention to lament, judgment, and hope.
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    Genesis
Foundational narratives of creation, the fall, the flood, and the patriarchs trace the origins of the world and Israel, introducing God's covenant promises.
Exodus
Israel is delivered from slavery in Egypt, enters a covenant at Sinai, and receives instructions for worship centered on the tabernacle.
Leviticus
Priestly laws and rituals define holiness, sacrificial worship, purity, and ethical living for the covenant community.
Numbers
The wilderness journey from Sinai to the edge of Canaan features censuses, rebellions, and preparations for entering the land.
Deuteronomy
Moses’ farewell speeches restate the law, call for covenant faithfulness, and outline blessings and curses before Israel enters the land.
Joshua
Israel enters and takes possession of Canaan, apportions the land among tribes, and renews the covenant.
Judges
A cycle of unfaithfulness, oppression, and deliverance unfolds under various judges, revealing moral and social disorder.
Ruth
A Moabite widow’s loyal love and wise choices lead to redemption within Israel and connect to the Davidic line.
The First and Second Books of Samuel (1-2 Samuel)
The transition from judges to monarchy highlights Samuel’s leadership, Saul’s troubled reign, and David’s rise, victories, and personal trials.
The First and Second Books of Kings (1-2 Kings)
Solomon’s reign and temple construction give way to a divided kingdom, prophetic confrontations, and eventual national exiles.
The First and Second Books of Chronicles (1-2 Chronicles)
A temple-centered retelling emphasizes Davidic kingship, worship, and Judah’s history, concluding with hope for restoration.
Ezra and Nehemiah
Returning exiles rebuild the temple and Jerusalem’s walls, reform community life, and renew the covenant.
Esther
In Persia, a Jewish queen’s courage helps avert a deadly threat to her people, underscoring identity and providence in exile.
Job
A righteous sufferer wrestles with friends over divine justice until God’s response reframes human understanding of suffering and wisdom.
The Psalms
A collection of prayers and songs expressing lament, praise, thanksgiving, and trust, shaping the worship life of Israel.
Proverbs
Short sayings and teachings commend the fear of the LORD, wisdom, and practical righteousness in daily life.
Ecclesiastes
Philosophical reflections probe life’s fleeting nature and the limits of human striving, urging reverence and honest joy.
Song of Solomon
Lyrical poetry celebrates love and desire with vivid imagery of mutual longing and delight.
Isaiah
Oracles of judgment and hope address Israel and the nations, promising a purified people and future redemption.
Jeremiah
Messages before and during exile call for repentance, confront false hopes, and promise a new covenant.
Lamentations
Poetic laments mourn Jerusalem’s fall, confess guilt, and plead for mercy amid devastation.
Ezekiel
Visions and symbolic acts announce judgment and future renewal, including a restored people and worship.
Daniel
Stories of faithful witness in exile and apocalyptic visions assert God’s sovereignty over kingdoms and history.
The Twelve Minor Prophets (Hosea through Malachi)
Short prophetic books spanning centuries call out covenant unfaithfulness and injustice, warn of the day of the LORD, and hold forth hope for repentance, restoration, and future renewal.
The Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke)
Parallel accounts present Jesus’ life, teachings, miracles, death, and resurrection, emphasizing the kingdom of God, fulfillment of Scripture, and discipleship.
The Good News According to John
A theological portrait of Jesus as the incarnate Word whose signs and discourses reveal his identity and offer eternal life through his death and resurrection.
The Acts of the Apostles
The risen Jesus sends the Spirit and the church expands from Jerusalem to the wider world, highlighting the ministries of Peter and Paul.
Paul's Letter to the Romans
A comprehensive exposition of the gospel: universal sin, justification by faith, life in the Spirit, God’s plan for Israel, and practical ethics.
Paul's First and Second Letters to the Corinthians (1-2 Corinthians)
Pastoral letters address divisions, moral issues, worship, spiritual gifts, generosity, and the nature of apostleship amid suffering.
Paul's Letter to the Galatians
A defense of justification by faith apart from the law and a call to live in the freedom and fruit of the Spirit.
Paul's Letter to the Ephesians
Celebrates unity in Christ and the church’s cosmic calling, with exhortations to walk in love, light, and mutual submission.
Paul's Letter to the Philippians
A warm letter on joy, partnership in the gospel, Christlike humility, and steadfastness in trials.
Paul's Letter to the Colossians
Affirms Christ’s supremacy over creation and the church, urging rejection of false teachings and pursuit of new-life virtues.
Paul's First and Second Letters to the Thessalonians (1-2 Thessalonians)
Encouragement for a young church under pressure, with instruction about holy living and Christ’s return.
The Pastoral Epistles (1-2 Timothy; Titus)
Guidance for church leaders on sound teaching, organization, and godly conduct, with warnings against false doctrine.
Paul's Letter to Philemon
A personal appeal for reconciliation and welcome regarding a runaway slave, framed by Christian brotherhood.
The Letter to the Hebrews
Presents Jesus as the superior high priest and mediator of a better covenant, urging perseverance in faith.
The Letter from James
Wisdom exhortations emphasize active faith expressed in works, controlled speech, justice, and endurance.
Peter's First and Second Letters (1-2 Peter)
Calls to holy living and steadfast hope amid suffering, warning against false teachers and assuring future renewal.
John's First, Second, and Third Letters (1-3 John)
Assure believers of eternal life in Christ, test truth by doctrine and love, and caution against deceivers.
The Letter from Jude
A brief warning against corrupt intruders and an exhortation to contend for the faith and remain steadfast.
The Revelation to John
Apocalyptic visions unveil the conflict between good and evil, divine judgments, and the ultimate victory of God with a renewed creation.
World English Bible Glossary
A reference list defining names, terms, and concepts used in the translation to aid readers’ understanding.
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Introduction
Various Authors encompass a diverse array of literary voices, each contributing uniquely to the tapestry of literature. Their works span different genres and epochs, encapsulating significant historical moments and reflections on the human experience. Through poetry, novels, essays, and plays, these authors have shaped cultural movements and influenced generations. Each author, in their own right, holds historical significance, whether through their pioneering styles, thematic explorations, or groundbreaking narratives, leaving an indelible mark on the literary landscape.
Early Life
Many authors emerge from rich backstories defined by their family dynamics and childhood experiences. While some come from literary backgrounds, others find inspiration in humble surroundings. For instance, the world-renowned author, Ernest Hemingway, was deeply influenced by his outdoorsman father who instilled in him a love for nature and adventure. Similarly, J.K. Rowling's childhood, marked by periods of financial uncertainty and the loss of her mother, shaped her perspectives on hardship and resilience, later reflected in her iconic characters and stories.
Influences during early years vary significantly among authors. Likewise, Virginia Woolf's childhood in a literary family provided her with a nurturing environment for creativity, whereas Maya Angelou faced tumultuous experiences that ignited a lifelong commitment to advocate for civil rights. This juxtaposition of experiences illustrates how early life can lay the foundations for future storytelling, where pain, joy, and understanding shape artistic vision and voice.
Education and Literary Influences
Educational backgrounds also delineate the paths authors undertake. Some authors, like F. Scott Fitzgerald, attended prestigious institutions such as Princeton University, where he mingled with influential literary figures, fostering his writing ambitions. In contrast, authors like Mark Twain, largely self-educated, drew wisdom from personal exploration and experience, adopting a narrative style deeply rooted in vernacular language, reflecting his upbringing in Missouri.
Moreover, literary and philosophical influences are paramount in shaping writers' ideologies and styles. For instance, the Romantic poets profoundly affected the works of writers like John Keats, while Existentialist themes permeated the works of authors such as Jean-Paul Sartre. These influencers not only curated the authors’ writing but also prompted them to engage with the prevailing societal issues fundamentally intertwined with their narratives.
Adulthood and Key Life Events
As these authors transitioned into adulthood, significant events shaped their trajectories and inspired their writing. For instance, F. Scott Fitzgerald’s tumultuous marriage to Zelda Sayre was both a source of creative energy and personal hardship that directly influenced his writing in 'The Great Gatsby.' Conversely, Virginia Woolf faced chronic mental health issues and the loss of her close-knit family, compelling her to explore themes of existential despair in works such as 'Mrs. Dalloway.'
Political events, such as the two World Wars, impacted authors like Ernest Hemingway profoundly. His experiences as an ambulance driver during World War I shaped not only his worldview but also his narrative style, marked by brevity and directness seen in 'A Farewell to Arms.' The socio-political climate often embroiled authors in activism, pushing them to respond creatively to their surroundings.
Relationships also played instrumental roles in the lives of many authors, often serving as muses or sources of conflict. For example, the friendship between F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway led to both collaboration and rivalry, influencing their respective literary outputs. In contrast, the close bond between Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes illuminated the complexities of personal relationships and how such dynamics informed their creative work.
Travel, as another key aspect of adulthood, influenced countless authors. For instance, Henry Miller’s relocation to Paris exposed him to avant-garde movements that transformed his literary style and opened his creative horizons. Additionally, Maya Angelou’s travels across Europe and Africa enriched her perspectives and fueled her passion for social justice, visible in her autobiographical series, particularly in 'I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.'
Personal tragedies bore heavily on authors' lives, often imbuing their work with profound emotional depth. The loss of loved ones often left indelible marks on their writing, as seen in Virginia Woolf’s poignant reflections on mortality. Similarly, Edgar Allan Poe faced numerous personal losses, including that of his wife and mother, significantly influencing his darker themes in narratives such as 'The Raven.'
Underpinning these experiences were the authors' responses to societal changes and cultural movements. Participating in the Harlem Renaissance, for instance, allowed creators like Langston Hughes to explore African American identity. Similarly, authors such as Zadie Smith, whose multicultural upbringing played a significant role in shaping her voice, engage with contemporary issues ranging from race to globalization, all reflecting the zeitgeist of their times.
Literary movements also often encouraged collaboration and intellectual exchange among writers. The Bloomsbury Group, including Virginia Woolf and E.M. Forster, fostered artistic innovation and critical discourse, significantly influencing modernist literature. Conversely, the Beat Generation provided a backdrop for authors like Jack Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg to challenge conventional norms and experiment with form, resulting in revolutionary works that pushed the boundaries of literary expression.
Such relationships with literary contemporaries foster a spirit of community and competition, driving these authors toward innovation and heightened creativity. This communal aspect of writing has created epochs of interconnected writing styles and themes—bridging generations and highlighting a continual dialogue among authors across fields and motifs.
Literary Career
The literary career of these authors encapsulates a broad range of styles, genres, and themes, reflecting their unique voices and experiences. For example, George Orwell's incisive social commentary in '1984' and 'Animal Farm' reveals his critical insights on totalitarianism and human rights, earning him a place among the most significant political writers of the 20th century. In contrast, poet Emily Dickinson's introspective and often cryptic style challenged traditional poetic conventions, establishing her as a seminal figure in American literature.
Major works often reveal an author’s evolution and experimentation with form. For instance, Salman Rushdie's 'Midnight's Children' intertwined magical realism with historical narrative, challenging the boundaries of storytelling and earning him the Booker Prize. In contrast, Toni Morrison's lyrical prose, evident in 'Beloved,' champions African American narratives while tackling the legacies of slavery and trauma, solidifying her reputation as a powerful voice in contemporary literature.
Critical reception varies widely, with some authors achieving instant acclaim, while others faced rejection or controversy. For example, J.K. Rowling's 'Harry Potter' series was initially met with skepticism yet ultimately transformed into a global phenomenon, reflecting both a shift in the publishing landscape and the public’s appetite for fantasy. Conversely, George William Russel faced indifferent responses before his later works gained recognition in the pantheon of Irish literature.
Recognition often extends beyond literary accolades to include cultural impact and adaptation across various media. The cinematic adaptations of Jane Austen's novels have revitalized interest in her work, cementing her status as an enduring literary figure. Similarly, the works of Stephen King have translated into successful film and television productions, showcasing how authors can transcend literature to influence popular culture.
Furthermore, many authors embrace their public personas, utilizing platforms to advocate for their ideals. Maya Angelou's transition to public speaking and engagement in social issues through her works extended her influence beyond literature, inspiring global audiences with her messages of empowerment. Likewise, Virginia Woolf's essays and lectures fostered discussions on feminism and the role of women in literature, firmly placing her within cultural critique.
Awards and recognitions frequently punctuate authors' careers, with honors such as the Nobel Prize or Pulitzer Prize embodying the pinnacle of literary achievement. Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s receipt of the Nobel Prize for Literature not only acknowledged his unique contributions to magical realism but also highlighted the rich tapestry of Latin American literature to a global audience. This recognition further propelled him and his contemporaries onto the world stage.
Continued influence shapes the trajectory of an author’s legacy, as their works resonate within literary discourse and inspire new generations. The emergence of contemporary writers who cite authors like James Baldwin or Toni Morrison as foundational influences showcases the enduring relevance of their themes and styles, perpetually inviting fresh interpretations and engagement with their legacies.
Greatest Achievements
Among various authors, their greatest achievements manifest in both critical acclaim and cultural impact. The Pulitzer Prize awarded to Toni Morrison for 'Beloved' established her as a towering figure in literature, while Gabriel Garcia Marquez's 'One Hundred Years of Solitude' cemented its position as a masterpiece within world literature. These accolades, alongside their timeless narratives, showcase their profound influence on literature and society, ensuring their works resonate well beyond their initial publication.
Beliefs and Advocacy
The core beliefs of various authors often resonate deeply within their writings, reflecting their activism and responses to societal issues. Many authors, such as Maya Angelou, championed social justice and civil rights, using their personal narratives to highlight systemic injustices. Her works filled with themes of resilience and self-identity echo her steadfast commitment to advocacy, inviting readers to engage in conversations around race and identity.
In stark contrast, authors like George Orwell leveraged dystopian fiction to critique political systems and the abuse of power. His explorations of totalitarianism transcend mere narrative, serving as a cautionary tale that resonates with the political landscape today. His belief in social reform signifies literature's potential as a powerful mechanism for change, urging readers to critically reflect on their societies.
Furthermore, many authors draw upon their personal hardships to advocate for the marginalized. Virginia Woolf's mental health struggles advocated for the understanding and destigmatization of such issues, particularly through her essays. This reflects how personal advocacy merged seamlessly with literary pursuits, as she sought to illuminate mental illness's realities within societal constructs.
Ultimately, the advocacy of these authors often challenges readers to engage critically with the world around them. Through their literary exploration of personal and political complexities, they not only paved the way for marginalized voices but also invoked accountability, encouraging future generations of readers and writers to comment on and confront societal challenges.
Final Years
As various authors progressed into their later years, many continued to produce influential work while reflecting on their legacies. For example, Philip Roth's later novels, such as 'Exit Ghost,' denote a profound self-examination and commentary on aging, identity, and loss. This phase of introspection often revealed new depths to their earlier works, providing audiences with richer, more nuanced descriptions and explorations of humanity.
The deaths of several authors prompted significant public mourning and recognition of their contributions to literature. Toni Morrison's passing in 2019 elicited tributes worldwide, emphasizing her role as a voice of the oppressed. Such responses underscore the contemporary relevance of their works and highlight the profound emotional connection established between authors and their readership.
Legacy
The legacies of various authors extend far beyond their lifetimes, influencing subsequent generations of writers and shaping literary discourse. Their themes of identity, resistance, and political engagement continue to resonate today, paving the way for emerging voices in literature. As an enduring presence in contemporary discussions surrounding culture and society, their works remain vital for understanding the complexities of the human experience and serve as inspiration for future creators and activists.
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1:1 In the beginning God1 created the heavens and the earth. 1:2 Now the earth was formless and empty. Darkness was on the surface of the deep. God's Spirit was hovering over the surface of the waters.

1:3 God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 1:4 God saw the light, and saw that it was good. God divided the light from the darkness. 1:5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. There was evening and there was morning, one day.

1:6 God said, "Let there be an expanse in the middle of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters." 1:7 God made the expanse, and divided the waters which were under the expanse from the waters which were above the expanse; and it was so. 1:8 God called the expanse sky. There was evening and there was morning, a second day.

1:9 God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together to one place, and let the dry land appear;" and it was so. 1:10 God called the dry land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters he called Seas. God saw that it was good. 1:11 God said, "Let the earth put forth grass, herbs yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit after their kind, with its seed in it, on the earth;" and it was so. 1:12 The earth brought forth grass, herbs yielding seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit, with its seed in it, after their kind; and God saw that it was good. 1:13 There was evening and there was morning, a third day.

1:14 God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of sky to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years; 1:15 and let them be for lights in the expanse of sky to give light on the earth;" and it was so. 1:16 God made the two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He also made the stars. 1:17 God set them in the expanse of sky to give light to the earth, 1:18 and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness. God saw that it was good. 1:19 There was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

1:20 God said, "Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth in the open expanse of sky." 1:21 God created the large sea creatures, and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarmed, after their kind, and every winged bird after its kind. God saw that it was good. 1:22 God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 1:23 There was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

1:24 God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind, livestock, creeping things, and animals of the earth after their kind;" and it was so. 1:25 God made the animals of the earth after their kind, and the livestock after their kind, and everything that creeps on the ground after its kind. God saw that it was good.

1:26 God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the sky, and over the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 1:27 God created man in his own image. In God's image he created him; male and female he created them. 1:28 God blessed them. God said to them, "Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 1:29 God said, "Behold, I have given you every herb yielding seed, which is on the surface of all the earth, and every tree, which bears fruit yielding seed. It will be your food. 1:30 To every animal of the earth, and to every bird of the sky, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food;" and it was so.

1:31 God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. There was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.

2:1 The heavens and the earth were finished, and all their vast array. 2:2 On the seventh day God finished his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 2:3 God blessed the seventh day, and made it holy, because he rested in it from all his work which he had created and made.

2:4 This is the history of the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that Yahweh God made the earth and the heavens. 2:5 No plant of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung up; for Yahweh God had not caused it to rain on the earth. There was not a man to till the ground, 2:6 but a mist went up from the earth, and watered the whole surface of the ground. 2:7 Yahweh God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 2:8 Yahweh God planted a garden eastward, in Eden, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 2:9 Out of the ground Yahweh God made every tree to grow that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the middle of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 2:10 A river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from there it was parted, and became four heads. 2:11 The name of the first is Pishon: this is the one which flows through the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 2:12 and the gold of that land is good. There is aromatic resin and the onyx stone. 2:13 The name of the second river is Gihon: the same river that flows through the whole land of Cush. 2:14 The name of the third river is Hiddekel: this is the one which flows in front of Assyria. The fourth river is the Euphrates. 2:15 Yahweh God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 2:16 Yahweh God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 2:17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that you eat of it you will surely die."

2:18 Yahweh God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him." 2:19 Out of the ground Yahweh God formed every animal of the field, and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. Whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 2:20 The man gave names to all livestock, and to the birds of the sky, and to every animal of the field; but for man there was not found a helper suitable for him. 2:21 Yahweh God caused a deep sleep to fall on the man, and he slept; and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 2:22 He made the rib, which Yahweh God had taken from the man, into a woman, and brought her to the man. 2:23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh. She will be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man." 2:24 Therefore a man will leave his father and his mother, and will join with his wife, and they will be one flesh. 2:25 They were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

3:1 Now the serpent was more subtle than any animal of the field which Yahweh God had made. He said to the woman, "Has God really said, 'You shall not eat of any tree of the garden?'"

3:2 The woman said to the serpent, "Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat, 3:3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'"

3:4 The serpent said to the woman, "You won't surely die, 3:5 for God knows that in the day you eat it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit, and ate; and she gave some to her husband with her, and he ate. 3:7 The eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 3:8 They heard the voice of Yahweh God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of Yahweh God among the trees of the garden.

3:9 Yahweh God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"

3:10 The man said, "I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself."

3:11 God said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?"

3:12 The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate."

3:13 Yahweh God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."

3:14 Yahweh God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock, and above every animal of the field. On your belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will bruise your head, and you will bruise his heel."

3:16 To the woman he said, "I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth. In pain you will bring forth children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."

3:17 To Adam he said, "Because you have listened to your wife's voice, and have eaten of the tree, of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground for your sake. In toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. 3:18 Thorns also and thistles will it bring forth to you; and you will eat the herb of the field. 3:19 By the sweat of your face will you eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

3:20 The man called his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 3:21 Yahweh God made coats of skins for Adam and for his wife, and clothed them.

3:22 Yahweh God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil. Now, lest he put forth his hand, and also take of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever..." 3:23 Therefore Yahweh God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. 3:24 So he drove out the man; and he placed Cherubs at the east of the garden of Eden, and the flame of a sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.

4:1 The man knew Eve his wife. She conceived, and gave birth to Cain, and said, "I have gotten a man with Yahweh's help." 4:2 Again she gave birth, to Cain's brother Abel. Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 4:3 As time passed, it happened that Cain brought an offering to Yahweh from the fruit of the ground. 4:4 Abel also brought some of the firstborn of his flock and of its fat. Yahweh respected Abel and his offering, 4:5 but he didn't respect Cain and his offering. Cain was very angry, and the expression on his face fell. 4:6 Yahweh said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why has the expression of your face fallen? 4:7 If you do well, will it not be lifted up? If you don't do well, sin crouches at the door. Its desire is for you, but you are to rule over it." 4:8 Cain said to Abel, his brother, "Let's go into the field." It happened when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and killed him.

4:9 Yahweh said to Cain, "Where is Abel, your brother?"

He said, "I don't know. Am I my brother's keeper?"

4:10 Yahweh said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries to me from the ground. 4:11 Now you are cursed because of the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 4:12 From now on, when you till the ground, it won't yield its strength to you. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer in the earth."

4:13 Cain said to Yahweh, "My punishment is greater than I can bear. 4:14 Behold, you have driven me out this day from the surface of the ground. I will be hidden from your face, and I will be a fugitive and a wanderer in the earth. It will happen that whoever finds me will kill me."

4:15 Yahweh said to him, "Therefore whoever slays Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold." Yahweh appointed a sign for Cain, lest any finding him should strike him.

4:16 Cain went out from Yahweh's presence, and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 4:17 Cain knew his wife. She conceived, and gave birth to Enoch. He built a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch. 4:18 To Enoch was born Irad. Irad became the father of Mehujael. Mehujael became the father of Methushael. Methushael became the father of Lamech. 4:19 Lamech took two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 4:20 Adah gave birth to Jabal, who was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 4:21 His brother's name was Jubal, who was the father of all who handle the harp and pipe. 4:22 Zillah also gave birth to Tubal Cain, the forger of every cutting instrument of brass and iron. Tubal Cain's sister was Naamah. 4:23 Lamech said to his wives,


	"Adah and Zillah, hear my voice.

	You wives of Lamech, listen to my speech,

	for I have slain a man for wounding me,

	a young man for bruising me.

	4:24 If Cain will be avenged seven times,

	truly Lamech seventy-seven times."



4:25 Adam knew his wife again. She gave birth to a son, and named him Seth, "for God has appointed me another child instead of Abel, for Cain killed him." 4:26 There was also born a son to Seth, and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on Yahweh's name.

5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, he made him in God's likeness. 5:2 He created them male and female, and blessed them, and called their name Adam,2 in the day when they were created. 5:3 Adam lived one hundred thirty years, and became the father of a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. 5:4 The days of Adam after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred years, and he became the father of sons and daughters. 5:5 All the days that Adam lived were nine hundred thirty years, then he died.

5:6 Seth lived one hundred five years, and became the father of Enosh. 5:7 Seth lived after he became the father of Enosh eight hundred seven years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:8 All the days of Seth were nine hundred twelve years, then he died.

5:9 Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan. 5:10 Enosh lived after he became the father of Kenan, eight hundred fifteen years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:11 All the days of Enosh were nine hundred five years, then he died.

5:12 Kenan lived seventy years, and became the father of Mahalalel. 5:13 Kenan lived after he became the father of Mahalalel eight hundred forty years, and became the father of sons and daughters 5:14 and all the days of Kenan were nine hundred ten years, then he died.

5:15 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Jared. 5:16 Mahalalel lived after he became the father of Jared eight hundred thirty years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:17 All the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred ninety-five years, then he died.

5:18 Jared lived one hundred sixty-two years, and became the father of Enoch. 5:19 Jared lived after he became the father of Enoch eight hundred years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:20 All the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty-two years, then he died.

5:21 Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah. 5:22 Enoch walked with God after he became the father of Methuselah three hundred years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:23 All the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty-five years. 5:24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.

5:25 Methuselah lived one hundred eighty-seven years, and became the father of Lamech. 5:26 Methuselah lived after he became the father of Lamech seven hundred eighty-two years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:27 All the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty-nine years, then he died.

5:28 Lamech lived one hundred eighty-two years, and became the father of a son, 5:29 and he named him Noah, saying, "This same will comfort us in our work and in the toil of our hands, because of the ground which Yahweh has cursed." 5:30 Lamech lived after he became the father of Noah five hundred ninety-five years, and became the father of sons and daughters. 5:31 All the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy-seven years, then he died.

5:32 Noah was five hundred years old, and Noah became the father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

6:1 It happened, when men began to multiply on the surface of the ground, and daughters were born to them, 6:2 that God's sons saw that men's daughters were beautiful, and they took for themselves wives of all that they chose. 6:3 Yahweh said, "My Spirit will not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; yet will his days be one hundred twenty years." 6:4 The Nephilim were in the earth in those days, and also after that, when God's sons came in to men's daughters. They bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.

6:5 Yahweh saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6:6 Yahweh was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart. 6:7 Yahweh said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the surface of the ground; man, along with animals, creeping things, and birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them." 6:8 But Noah found favor in Yahweh's eyes.

6:9 This is the history of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time. Noah walked with God. 6:10 Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 6:11 The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 6:12 God saw the earth, and saw that it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.

6:13 God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before me, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 6:14 Make a ship of gopher wood. You shall make rooms in the ship, and shall seal it inside and outside with pitch. 6:15 This is how you shall make it. The length of the ship will be three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 6:16 You shall make a roof in the ship, and you shall finish it to a cubit upward. You shall set the door of the ship in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third levels. 6:17 I, even I, do bring the flood of waters on this earth, to destroy all flesh having the breath of life from under the sky. Everything that is in the earth will die. 6:18 But I will establish my covenant with you. You shall come into the ship, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. 6:19 Of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ship, to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 6:20 Of the birds after their kind, of the livestock after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every sort shall come to you, to keep them alive. 6:21 Take with you of all food that is eaten, and gather it to yourself; and it will be for food for you, and for them." 6:22 Thus Noah did. According to all that God commanded him, so he did.

7:1 Yahweh said to Noah, "Come with all of your household into the ship, for I have seen your righteousness before me in this generation. 7:2 You shall take seven pairs of every clean animal with you, the male and his female. Of the animals that are not clean, take two, the male and his female. 7:3 Also of the birds of the sky, seven and seven, male and female, to keep seed alive on the surface of all the earth. 7:4 In seven days, I will cause it to rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights. Every living thing that I have made, I will destroy from the surface of the ground."

7:5 Noah did everything that Yahweh commanded him.

7:6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came on the earth. 7:7 Noah went into the ship with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives, because of the waters of the flood. 7:8 Clean animals, animals that are not clean, birds, and everything that creeps on the ground 7:9 went by pairs to Noah into the ship, male and female, as God commanded Noah. 7:10 It happened after the seven days, that the waters of the flood came on the earth. 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the great deep were burst open, and the sky's windows were opened. 7:12 The rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.

7:13 In the same day Noah, and Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, entered into the ship; 7:14 they, and every animal after its kind, all the livestock after their kind, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, every bird of every sort. 7:15 They went to Noah into the ship, by pairs of all flesh with the breath of life in them. 7:16 Those who went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God commanded him; and Yahweh shut him in. 7:17 The flood was forty days on the earth. The waters increased, and lifted up the ship, and it was lifted up above the earth. 7:18 The waters prevailed, and increased greatly on the earth; and the ship floated on the surface of the waters. 7:19 The waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth. All the high mountains that were under the whole sky were covered. 7:20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered. 7:21 All flesh died that moved on the earth, including birds, livestock, animals, every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every man. 7:22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, of all that was on the dry land, died. 7:23 Every living thing was destroyed that was on the surface of the ground, including man, livestock, creeping things, and birds of the sky. They were destroyed from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ship. 7:24 The waters prevailed on the earth one hundred fifty days.

8:1 God remembered Noah, all the animals, and all the livestock that were with him in the ship; and God made a wind to pass over the earth. The waters subsided. 8:2 The deep's fountains and the sky's windows were also stopped, and the rain from the sky was restrained. 8:3 The waters receded from the earth continually. After the end of one hundred fifty days the waters decreased. 8:4 The ship rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on Ararat's mountains. 8:5 The waters receded continually until the tenth month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

8:6 It happened at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ship which he had made, 8:7 and he sent forth a raven. It went back and forth, until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8:8 He sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from the surface of the ground, 8:9 but the dove found no place to rest her foot, and she returned to him into the ship; for the waters were on the surface of the whole earth. He put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her to him into the ship. 8:10 He stayed yet another seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ship. 8:11 The dove came back to him at evening, and, behold, in her mouth was an olive leaf plucked off. So Noah knew that the waters were abated from the earth. 8:12 He stayed yet another seven days, and sent forth the dove; and she didn't return to him any more.

8:13 It happened in the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from the earth. Noah removed the covering of the ship, and looked. He saw that the surface of the ground was dried. 8:14 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.

8:15 God spoke to Noah, saying, 8:16 "Go out of the ship, you, and your wife, and your sons, and your sons' wives with you. 8:17 Bring forth with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh, including birds, livestock, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply on the earth."

8:18 Noah went forth, with his sons, his wife, and his sons' wives with him. 8:19 Every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, whatever moves on the earth, after their families, went out of the ship.

8:20 Noah built an altar to Yahweh, and took of every clean animal, and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 8:21 Yahweh smelled the pleasant aroma. Yahweh said in his heart, "I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake, because the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I ever again strike everything living, as I have done. 8:22 While the earth remains, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease."

9:1 God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 9:2 The fear of you and the dread of you will be on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of the sky. Everything that the ground teems with, and all the fish of the sea are delivered into your hand. 9:3 Every moving thing that lives will be food for you. As the green herb, I have given everything to you. 9:4 But flesh with its life, its blood, you shall not eat. 9:5 I will surely require your blood of your lives. At the hand of every animal I will require it. At the hand of man, even at the hand of every man's brother, I will require the life of man. 9:6 Whoever sheds man's blood, his blood will be shed by man, for God made man in his own image. 9:7 Be fruitful and multiply. Bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply in it."

9:8 God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, 9:9 "As for me, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your offspring after you, 9:10 and with every living creature that is with you: the birds, the livestock, and every animal of the earth with you, of all that go out of the ship, even every animal of the earth. 9:11 I will establish my covenant with you: all flesh will not be cut off any more by the waters of the flood, neither will there ever again be a flood to destroy the earth." 9:12 God said, "This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 9:13 I set my rainbow in the cloud, and it will be for a sign of a covenant between me and the earth. 9:14 It will happen, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow will be seen in the cloud, 9:15 and I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh, and the waters will no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 9:16 The rainbow will be in the cloud. I will look at it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." 9:17 God said to Noah, "This is the token of the covenant which I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth."

9:18 The sons of Noah who went forth from the ship were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham is the father of Canaan. 9:19 These three were the sons of Noah, and from these, the whole earth was populated.

9:20 Noah began to be a farmer, and planted a vineyard. 9:21 He drank of the wine and got drunk. He was uncovered within his tent. 9:22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. 9:23 Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it on both their shoulders, went in backwards, and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were backwards, and they didn't see their father's nakedness. 9:24 Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his youngest son had done to him. 9:25 He said,


	"Canaan is cursed.

	He will be servant of servants to his brothers."



9:26 He said,


	"Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Shem.

	Let Canaan be his servant.

	9:27 May God enlarge Japheth.

	Let him dwell in the tents of Shem.

	Let Canaan be his servant."



9:28 Noah lived three hundred fifty years after the flood. 9:29 All the days of Noah were nine hundred fifty years, then he died.

10:1 Now this is the history of the generations of the sons of Noah and of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

10:2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 10:3 The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 10:4 The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 10:5 Of these were the islands of the nations divided in their lands, everyone after his language, after their families, in their nations.

10:6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan. 10:7 The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 10:8 Cush became the father of Nimrod. He began to be a mighty one in the earth. 10:9 He was a mighty hunter before Yahweh. Therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before Yahweh." 10:10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. 10:11 Out of that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, 10:12 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (the same is the great city). 10:13 Mizraim became the father of Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 10:14 Pathrusim, Casluhim (which the Philistines descended from), and Caphtorim.

10:15 Canaan became the father of Sidon (his firstborn), Heth, 10:16 the Jebusite, the Amorite, the Girgashite, 10:17 the Hivite, the Arkite, the Sinite, 10:18 the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. Afterward the families of the Canaanites were spread abroad. 10:19 The border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as you go toward Gerar, to Gaza; as you go toward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, to Lasha. 10:20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their languages, in their lands, in their nations.

10:21 To Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, to him also were children born. 10:22 The sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 10:23 The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 10:24 Arpachshad became the father of Shelah. Shelah became the father of Eber. 10:25 To Eber were born two sons. The name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided. His brother's name was Joktan. 10:26 Joktan became the father of Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 10:27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 10:28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 10:29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan. 10:30 Their dwelling was from Mesha, as you go toward Sephar, the mountain of the east. 10:31 These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their languages, in their lands, after their nations.

10:32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations. Of these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.

11:1 The whole earth was of one language and of one speech. 11:2 It happened, as they traveled east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they lived there. 11:3 They said one to another, "Come, let's make bricks, and burn them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. 11:4 They said, "Come, let's build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top reaches to the sky, and let's make ourselves a name, lest we be scattered abroad on the surface of the whole earth."

11:5 Yahweh came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men built. 11:6 Yahweh said, "Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is what they begin to do. Now nothing will be withheld from them, which they intend to do. 11:7 Come, let's go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 11:8 So Yahweh scattered them abroad from there on the surface of all the earth. They stopped building the city. 11:9 Therefore its name was called Babel, because there Yahweh confused the language of all the earth. From there, Yahweh scattered them abroad on the surface of all the earth.

11:10 This is the history of the generations of Shem. Shem was one hundred years old and became the father of Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11:11 Shem lived five hundred years after he became the father of Arpachshad, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:12 Arpachshad lived thirty-five years and became the father of Shelah. 11:13 Arpachshad lived four hundred three years after he became the father of Shelah, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:14 Shelah lived thirty years, and became the father of Eber: 11:15 and Shelah lived four hundred three years after he became the father of Eber, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:16 Eber lived thirty-four years, and became the father of Peleg. 11:17 Eber lived four hundred thirty years after he became the father of Peleg, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:18 Peleg lived thirty years, and became the father of Reu. 11:19 Peleg lived two hundred nine years after he became the father of Reu, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:20 Reu lived thirty-two years, and became the father of Serug. 11:21 Reu lived two hundred seven years after he became the father of Serug, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:22 Serug lived thirty years, and became the father of Nahor. 11:23 Serug lived two hundred years after he became the father of Nahor, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:24 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and became the father of Terah. 11:25 Nahor lived one hundred nineteen years after he became the father of Terah, and became the father of sons and daughters.

11:26 Terah lived seventy years, and became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

11:27 Now this is the history of the generations of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran became the father of Lot. 11:28 Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldees. 11:29 Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram's wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran who was also the father of Iscah. 11:30 Sarai was barren. She had no child. 11:31 Terah took Abram his son, Lot the son of Haran, his son's son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife. They went forth from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan. They came to Haran and lived there. 11:32 The days of Terah were two hundred five years. Terah died in Haran.

12:1 Now Yahweh said to Abram, "Get out of your country, and from your relatives, and from your father's house, to the land that I will show you. 12:2 I will make of you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you. In you will all of the families of the earth be blessed."

12:4 So Abram went, as Yahweh had spoken to him. Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed out of Haran. 12:5 Abram took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother's son, all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls whom they had gotten in Haran, and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan. Into the land of Canaan they came. 12:6 Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. The Canaanite was then in the land.

12:7 Yahweh appeared to Abram and said, "I will give this land to your seed3."

He built an altar there to Yahweh, who appeared to him. 12:8 He left from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the west, and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to Yahweh and called on the name of Yahweh. 12:9 Abram traveled, going on still toward the South.

12:10 There was a famine in the land. Abram went down into Egypt to live as a foreigner there, for the famine was severe in the land. 12:11 It happened, when he had come near to enter Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman to look at. 12:12 It will happen, when the Egyptians will see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife.' They will kill me, but they will save you alive. 12:13 Please say that you are my sister, that it may be well with me for your sake, and that my soul may live because of you."

12:14 It happened that when Abram had come into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 12:15 The princes of Pharaoh saw her, and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 12:16 He dealt well with Abram for her sake. He had sheep, cattle, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels. 12:17 Yahweh plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 12:18 Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this that you have done to me? Why didn't you tell me that she was your wife? 12:19 Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so that I took her to be my wife? Now therefore, see your wife, take her, and go your way."

12:20 Pharaoh commanded men concerning him, and they brought him on the way with his wife and all that he had.

13:1 Abram went up out of Egypt: he, his wife, all that he had, and Lot with him, into the South. 13:2 Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 13:3 He went on his journeys from the South even to Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 13:4 to the place of the altar, which he had made there at the first. There Abram called on the name of Yahweh. 13:5 Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents. 13:6 The land was not able to bear them, that they might live together: for their substance was great, so that they could not live together. 13:7 There was a strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen of Lot's livestock: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite lived in the land at that time. 13:8 Abram said to Lot, "Please, let there be no strife between me and you, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are relatives. 13:9 Isn't the whole land before you? Please separate yourself from me. If you go to the left hand, then I will go to the right. Or if you go to the right hand, then I will go to the left."

13:10 Lot lifted up his eyes, and saw all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well-watered everywhere, before Yahweh destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of Yahweh, like the land of Egypt, as you go to Zoar. 13:11 So Lot chose the Plain of the Jordan for himself. Lot traveled east, and they separated themselves the one from the other. 13:12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, and Lot lived in the cities of the plain, and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13:13 Now the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinners against Yahweh.

13:14 Yahweh said to Abram, after Lot was separated from him, "Now, lift up your eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, 13:15 for all the land which you see, I will give to you, and to your offspring forever. 13:16 I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then your seed may also be numbered. 13:17 Arise, walk through the land in its length and in its breadth; for I will give it to you."

13:18 Abram moved his tent, and came and lived by the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an altar there to Yahweh.

14:1 It happened in the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar, Arioch, king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, and Tidal, king of Goiim, 14:2 that they made war
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