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            Being in a Roman dungeon during Nero's reign was no pleasant place to be. This was the apostle Paul's last letter (1:1), written near the time of his death (4:6). The recipient, Timothy (1:2), was no longer in Ephesus (4:12); circumstances had also changed for Paul. He had been arrested and was experiencing another Roman imprisonment (1:8, 16–18; 4:16–18) with no prospect of release. His cell was cold (4:13) during the long days and nights he spent in chains (1:16; 2:9). What would move Paul to write under such adverse circumstances?
Paul was deeply concerned about his "son" (1:2; 2:1) in the Christian faith, who would have to confront false teachers who were teaching heresies. Some of them claimed that the resurrection of the dead had already taken place (2:18), disturbing the faith of some believers. Paul also longed for the fellowship of his longtime colleague in the ministry (1:4; 4:9, 21). His loneliness is understandable. Some had abandoned him (1:15; 4:10), and others were far away (4:10–12), probably ministering elsewhere. The memory of the visit of Onesiphorus, whom Paul so appreciated, was fading (1:16–18). Only Luke was with him (4:11). The apostle also needed his coat and other items he had left in Troas (4:13).
Nero's atrocities against Christians had ceased because he had died on June 8, A.D. 68. Paul's death occurred during the reign of this emperor. It was not long before his execution that the apostle Paul wrote these words from Rome in the fall of A.D. 67 (4:21). As he passed the leadership baton to his trusted friend (2:2; 4:7), Paul wanted Timothy to remember that the strengthening of church leaders, in times when some fall away, comes from the grace that is in Christ Jesus (2:1).
After the initial greetings (1:1–2), the exhortation to faithful servants is the focus of chapter one. The basic principles for the leadership of workers are mentioned, both in Paul's appreciation for Timothy (1:3–5) and in the recommendations given to him (1:6–18). The training of faithful leaders is the theme of chapter 2. How they can extend their ministry is explained (2:1–2), and how to minister occupies the rest of the chapter (2:3–26). Several qualities that are indispensable in leaders who minister are emphasized.
The last two chapters include the steadfastness of faithful leaders. The adversity of the last days is evident in the desertion of some (3:1–9) and in the diligence of Paul and others (3:10–13). The authority of God's Word is emphasized in past training with Timothy (3:14–17), in his present teaching (4:1–2), and in the trials he will face in his ministry (4:3–5). His loyalty to the faith is seen in Paul's faithful perseverance as he anticipates the reward of the crown (4:6–8), faces his present circumstances (4:9–15), and eagerly awaits the glory to come in heaven (4:16–18).
It is likely that Timothy himself had spent time in prison before the conclusion of his ministry (Acts 13:23). Imagine what this letter from Paul would mean to Timothy in the midst of such a trial, including his final greetings (4:19–22) that lead the reader to God's wonderful grace. All who suffer persecution in the service of Christ, or know someone who does, will be spiritually enriched by this, Paul's last letter.
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We begin our study of the second letter that Paul wrote to Timothy, his faithful friend and collaborator. When he wrote it, he was in prison, and he expected to be executed very soon. This letter is therefore very special, as it is the last writing of the apostle Paul, and in it we will see revealed the most intimate thoughts of this man of God in the face of death itself. But Paul did not write this letter only to say goodbye to Timothy before his imminent departure from this world; he also wanted to exhort and encourage him in the face of the changing times that Christianity and the Church of the Lord were going through. And although it is a document written almost two thousand years ago, it remains as relevant and valid today as it was when it came from the pen of the apostle.

In this first study, we will introduce the epistle by analyzing some details about its author, the recipient, the circumstances in which it was written, the date of writing, the purpose, and the outline of the letter. So, let's begin.

Author: the Apostle Paul

(2 Tim. 1:1) "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus."

As we can see, the apostle Paul begins by identifying himself as the author of the letter. Now, can we be completely sure that this is a genuine letter from Paul? What evidence do we have?

1. Internal evidence

Examining the content of the letter, we quickly realize that it is an original document from Paul. This is not only because he states so at the beginning of the letter, but also because of the numerous references throughout the letter that relate him to people in his context whom we already know from his other writings. For example, he writes to Timothy, and the relationship Paul has with him throughout this letter corresponds to what we deduce from his other epistles and from the account in Acts. And we could say the same about his mentions of other collaborators such as Mark, Luke, Demas, Titus, Tychicus, Prisca and Aquila, Erastus, Trophimus...

On the other hand, the apostle Paul can be perfectly characterized through his writings, and this letter perfectly matches his doctrine, thinking, strength, and enthusiasm. Therefore, from this perspective, there seems to be no reason to doubt its authorship.

2. External evidence

The early Church also unanimously considered this letter to have been written by the apostle Paul, and until the 19th century there were no dissenting voices. We can find evidence of this in the Muratorian Fragment (circa 170 AD); in Irenaeus (circa 180 AD) in his work Against Heresies; in Tertullian (circa 190-200 AD) in his work Prescriptions Against All Heresies; in Clement of Alexandria (around 190-200 AD) in his work "Stromata"; in Origen (around 210-250 AD); and in Eusebius (around 275-339 AD) in his "Ecclesiastical History."

3. Why does it bother modern critics that Paul is the author?

Despite the abundant and clear evidence to believe that the apostle Paul was the author of this letter, there is no shortage of critics who dispute the authorship of this and each of his writings. But given that the evidence in favor of his authorship is so convincing, it should be up to them to prove that Paul could not have written this letter.

Now, it is not difficult to suspect what the real reason for their attitude is. We understand perfectly well that they do not like the fact that a letter like this is endorsed with the same apostolic authority as Paul. Given that this letter warns us against heretics and unbelief in the last days, it is not surprising that critics feel upset and try to discredit it. In particular, they must be greatly disturbed by the apostle's affirmation of the divine inspiration of all Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16). For this reason, we must have serious doubts about the objectivity of their criticism of it.

On the other hand, what would be the motive of a possible forger of Paul? What did he hope to gain? It seems that critics do not have a reasonable answer to these questions.

4. Objections from critics

Next, we will consider some of the objections that critics have raised in recent years.

The historical problem

They argue that some events and people that appear in this epistle do not correspond to the book of Acts or Paul's other writings.

However, we must bear in mind that the book of Acts does not claim to be a complete account of Paul's entire life. Its story ends with the apostle imprisoned in Rome awaiting trial, but still alive, which allowed for the possibility that he would be acquitted as he himself hoped (Phil. 1:25-27) (Phil. 2:24) (Philem. 1:22), and that he could then continue his ministry. It is precisely during this period, after his release, that we must place the events mentioned in this letter.

It is true that, based on the evidence we have in the three letters written after his release (1 and 2 Timothy and Titus), the apostle visited different places east of Rome, when he had previously expressed his intention to go west, specifically to Spain (Rom 15:23-29). However, during his first imprisonment in Rome, Paul must have seen the need to revisit some of the churches he had already founded, as he stated in the letters he wrote from prison (Philemon 1:22) (Phil 2:24). This would coincide with the route that 2 Timothy says the apostle followed after his release. He surely thought of traveling to Spain after this, but circumstances probably prevented him from doing so in the end.

The linguistic argument

But perhaps the most intense attack is based on the difference in style and vocabulary between the three letters he wrote after his first imprisonment in Rome and the other ten he had written before. In an attempt to prove that Paul could not have been their author, critics employ a complicated mathematical methodology.

However, these techniques do not take into account a fundamental factor: human beings are constantly changing, and if this is true of all of us to some extent, it was even more noticeable in Paul's case. Let us remember that at the time of writing this letter, Paul was already an old man, and his personal situation was also completely different: he was imprisoned and awaiting his imminent execution. Therefore, it does not seem very appropriate to compare the language used in a personal letter, in which he bids farewell to his beloved son Timothy, with other letters he had written earlier to different churches in which he dealt with other topics.

But in addition to these special circumstances, we must not forget that Paul had not stopped maturing, reading, traveling, mixing with new people, and enriching himself culturally. Undoubtedly, all of this would also leave its mark on his writings.

In Paul's case, what would be truly suspicious would be if his thinking and language had not evolved at all, as critics claim. Those who think this way are swayed by their prejudices and forget that Paul was a man with an extraordinary ability to adapt to new contexts. Let us remember that, as he himself said, when he was with Jews he behaved like a Jew, when he was with Greeks he behaved like a Greek, with the weak he became weak, and with the strong he was strong (1 Cor 9:19-22). In the same way, he could adapt his language to speak before the Jewish Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, the barbarians in Lystra, a Roman court in Caesarea, or the Areopagus in Athens among Greek philosophers. With a man like this, it is ridiculous to try to force him to use a specific vocabulary and style.

Those who doubt Paul's authorship on linguistic grounds seem to be overly confident about what he could and could not have written. But there is nothing scientific about this; it is pure speculation. Furthermore, it is clear that they approach the text with numerous prejudices. It is curious to observe their argument: if Paul does not use some of the words that are common in his other epistles, then they conclude that this new letter was not written by him. But if he uses the same expressions or phrases, then they deduce that it is a work written by another author who is trying to copy Paul's style in order to make his work appear authentic. Everything points to the fact that they have already made up their minds before objectively examining the material.

But let us use an illustration from the world of computing that may help us in this matter. The famous search engine Google designed various highly complex algorithms to determine whether a web page was relevant to a specific search term. They searched within the pages for word density, key terms, the relevance of certain words in relation to the context, the position in which these words appeared, and many other similar aspects (much like what modern critics do with Paul's epistles). Website designers realized this and adapted their work to these guidelines in order to satisfy the search engine's demands and be included in the top positions. Over time, Google engineers noticed that many of these new sites, which they had classified as being of high interest to users, were actually sites designed with the help of sophisticated computer programs, but which were of little interest to people. Conversely, personal pages that were genuinely interesting to users had difficulty appearing in the top search results, being relegated to lower positions. The problem was that they had designed their algorithm with machines in mind and not with how people behave. So Google engineers are still making a huge effort to teach their algorithm to identify "relevant personal pages," without having yet achieved this in a completely satisfactory way. Now the main aspect they are considering no longer has so much to do with the internal structure of a document, but with the way users relate to it, which is why they now place much more importance on its relevance on social media and the way users share it.

Similarly, critics of the Scriptures should stop thinking that the authors of the Bible wrote with computer programs that calculated the density of the words they used and whether they were in the same proportion as those they had used in their previous writings. That is how machines work, but not people. Instead, they should pay much more attention to how people relate to these writings, how they share them, and also see how these words transform their lives. And from that point of view, this letter, and all the other writings in the Bible, continue to have a life of their own and a unique transformative power.

Recipient: Timothy

(2 Tim 1:2) "To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord."

Paul wrote his letter to Timothy, whom he refers to as "beloved son." So we must ask ourselves what we know about Timothy and his relationship with Paul.

1. His childhood: educated in the fear of God and in the Scriptures

The first reference to Timothy is found in Acts 16:1. There we are told that he was the son of a mixed marriage; his mother was Jewish and his father was Greek. Even so, he was raised in an atmosphere of reverence for God, where the Scriptures had an important place.

(2 Tim. 1:5) "... recalling your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also."

(2 Tim. 3:14-15) "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know from whom you have learned it, and how from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus."

2. The beginning of the relationship with Paul

Paul must have met Timothy in Lystra during his first missionary journey (Acts 14:8-20), and it is very likely that he had a lot to do with the beginnings of his spiritual life. Later, when Paul passed through Lystra again on his second missionary journey, he wanted Timothy to go with him as his assistant, something that seemed good to the churches in the area (Acts 16:1-3). This means that the two met at the beginning of Paul's missionary ministry, so that Timothy was familiar with all the persecutions and sufferings that the apostle had experienced on his travels:

(2 Tim. 3:10-11) "But you have followed my teaching, my conduct, my purpose, my faith, my patience, my love, my perseverance, my persecutions, my sufferings—such as happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra—the persecutions I endured. And from all of them the Lord rescued me."

3. Paul considered him a beloved son and faithful disciple

On several occasions Paul refers to him as "son."

(2 Tim. 1:2) "To Timothy, my beloved son"

(2 Tim. 2:1) "You, therefore, my son..."

And he was clearly a faithful disciple of the apostle.

(2 Tim. 1:13) "Hold fast the form of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus."

(2 Tim. 2:2) "And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also."

(2 Tim. 3:10) "But you have followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance..."

Thus, we can say that Timothy was a "third-generation" believer, but unlike many other children of believers, he took God's work seriously. Furthermore, the difference in age and character between Paul and Timothy did not prevent a deep friendship and collaboration from developing between them. This close spiritual relationship is also evident in this second letter he sent him:

(2 Tim. 1:4) "... Longing to see you, as I remember your tears, so that I may be filled with joy."

Paul's other writings also attest to Timothy's unwavering faithfulness and his determination to sacrifice any personal matters for the sake of the gospel. This is surely why Paul praises him more than any of his other collaborators.

(Phil. 2:19-22) "I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be cheered by learning how you are getting along, for I have no one else who is so genuinely concerned for your welfare. All the others are seeking their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. But you know his proven character, for he has served with me in the gospel as a son serves his father."

4. He was a loyal collaborator in the cause of the gospel

Despite his "frequent illnesses" (1 Tim. 5:23), Timothy was willing to accompany the apostle on dangerous missionary journeys, to be sent on difficult and even dangerous missions. In all this he showed unwavering loyalty to the cause of the gospel and a high regard and respect for his friend and teacher Paul. Let us review some of these missions:

When Paul was expelled from Thessalonica during his second missionary journey, he sent the young Timothy to strengthen and encourage the brethren (1 Thess. 3:1-2). For this reason, his name appears later in Paul's greeting to the Thessalonians at the beginning of his two epistles (1 Thess. 1:1) (2 Thess. 1:1).

On the third missionary journey, Timothy was with the apostle during his extensive ministry in Ephesus. From there, he sent him to Macedonia and Corinth, where he would have to face complicated situations (Acts 19:21-22) (1 Cor 4:17) (1 Cor 16:10). Later, when Paul wrote his second epistle to the Corinthians, he again associated Timothy with him (2 Cor 1:1).

He also went with Paul to Jerusalem with the offering for the Jewish brethren (Acts 20:4).

Timothy accompanied Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome, and his name also appears in the salutation of the letters that the apostle wrote from there (Phil. 1:1) (Col. 1:1) (Philem. 1:1).

After Paul was released, he rejoined Timothy in Ephesus, where he left him to go to Macedonia. Once again, Timothy was left there with an important mission. While he was still in Ephesus, Paul wrote him the first of his personal letters (1 Tim. 1:3).

5. Timothy's character

Timothy has often been portrayed as a sickly, timid, and indecisive young man who constantly needed to be encouraged and pushed to move forward. Those who see him this way believe that when Paul wrote this second letter to him, he was going through a time of spiritual hesitation and weakness, even questioning his calling, his gifts, and even the sufficiency of God's provision. That is why they think that the entire letter is a rebuke from the apostle to encourage him to faithfully carry out his ministry. However, these conclusions seem totally disproportionate. A person who in his youth was able to take on important responsibilities (probably alone) in the difficult circumstances in which he was sent to Thessalonica or Corinth cannot be said to have been completely timid. Furthermore, Paul makes it clear that he had no doubts about him and was sure that both his faith and his tears of joy were completely genuine (2 Tim. 1:4-5). Therefore, the exhortations we find in this epistle to loyalty and perseverance are most likely a consequence of the great intensity that opposition to the gospel was reaching.

6. Conclusions

From all these details, we can draw two conclusions. First, the relationship between Paul and Timothy is presented to us as a model of discipleship and relationship between two men of God. Their strong friendship, loyalty, and respect survived time, distance, and the most varied circumstances, leaving us an example that, although not often seen in our day, remains the divine ideal. Second, all of this leads us to believe that it is very likely that, in a certain sense, we should see Timothy as Paul's legitimate successor, and this last letter as the passing of the baton and his farewell.

7. Other recipients

Finally, although the letter was addressed to Timothy, we should also note that in his farewell, Paul also addresses other people.

(2 Tim. 4:22) "The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen."

So we can consider this epistle as a final exhortation from the apostle to all of God's people throughout the ages. Surely for this reason, a letter that was clearly personal ended up becoming a public document that was ultimately incorporated into the sacred canon.

Background

To fully understand the content of the letter, it is important to know the apostle's personal situation. The truth is that we do not have much information about this period of his life. At the end of the book of Acts, we know that he was imprisoned in Rome awaiting trial, from which he was most likely acquitted, thus regaining his freedom.

1. What happened after this first imprisonment?

The truth is that we do not know for certain what Paul did during the period of freedom he enjoyed after his first imprisonment. From the epistles he wrote at this time (1 Timothy and Titus), we only have a few "links" that can be connected in many different ways.

For example, we know that he was in Crete, where he left Titus (Titus 1:5).

He left Timothy in Ephesus and from there traveled to Macedonia (1 Tim. 1:3), perhaps with the aim of fulfilling his desired visit to the Philippians (Phil. 2:24).

He spent a winter in Nicopolis (Titus 3:12).

He traveled through Corinth and Miletus, where he left some of his co-workers (2 Tim. 4:20).

On his way through Troas, he left his cloak and his scrolls (2 Tim. 4:13). The fact that Paul left his precious books and scrolls, materials vital to his missionary work, and also his cloak, suggests that his departure had been hasty and probably involuntary. From this, some have deduced that Troas was the site of his second arrest.

2. Paul imprisoned in Rome awaiting trial and execution

He wrote this second letter to Timothy from Rome, where he was in chains awaiting his second appearance before Nero. In 2 Timothy 4:16, he mentions a previous trial, which is generally considered to have been a preliminary examination in preparation for the official trial before the Roman authorities.

From what can be deduced from the letter, this second imprisonment was much more severe than the first, when, although chained to a guard, he lived in his own house and was able to preach the gospel to many who came to him. Now, not only was he chained, but he was treated as a criminal, and it was difficult and dangerous to find him. It was also risky to stay by his side and identify with his cause. It was a time of terror and danger for Christianity, and one by one all his friends left him until he was almost alone (2 Tim. 4:11). His loneliness in prison was mitigated by the courageous visits and ministries of Onesiphorus. Paul's heart was filled with intense gratitude for this kindness. Let's look at some texts that confirm these details:

(2 Tim. 1:8) "Therefore do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or about me, his prisoner..."

(2 Tim. 1:16-17) "May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, but when he was in Rome he searched for me diligently and found me."

(2 Tim. 2:9) "...I suffer hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal..."

(2 Tim. 4:16) "At my first defense no one took my part, but all deserted me. May it not be held against them."

In these circumstances, he suspected that he would soon be executed, so he looked forward to the completion of his service on earth and his reward at the end.

(2 Tim. 4:6) "For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand."

Chronologically, this is the last of Paul's epistles, so we have here the record of the apostle's final ministry to the Gentiles.

3. Personal circumstances

It is evident that the last days of this great man of God were spent without physical comforts. There seemed to be no immediate earthly reward as a crown for his long years of tireless service.

Many of his co-workers were elsewhere, and he felt lonely.

(2 Tim. 4:11-12) "Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry. I sent Tychicus to Ephesus."

Several friends had abandoned him.

(2 Tim. 4:10) "Demas has forsaken me, having loved this world, and has departed for Thessalonica."

And at his trial before the imperial court, he had no support from any of his friends. For example, he laments the abandonment of all those in Asia and the loneliness and helplessness he felt at his first trial.

(2 Tim. 1:15) "You know that everyone in Asia has deserted me, including Phygelus and Hermogenes."

(2 Tim. 4:16) "At my first defense no one took my part, but all deserted me. May it not be held against them."

Due to the hostile attitude of the government, the slim chances of Paul being acquitted, and the dangers involved in any identification with him, many who had once been his friends and companions in the ministry now kept their distance from him. Nevertheless, the Lord never abandoned him.

(2 Tim. 4:17) "But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And so I was delivered from the lion's mouth."

So, we have before us a letter written not with ink, but with the apostle's own blood, and in which the terrible loneliness to which a worker of God can be exposed is made clear.

4. The circumstances of the Church

At the time this letter was written, Nero had unleashed a terrible persecution against Christians, and Paul was one of its most significant victims. Perhaps it can be said that at this time a new era began for Christianity, in which persecution would be one of its dominant characteristics.

At the same time, a serious deterioration had begun to take place in the church. In this regard, there is a worrying difference between the first epistle Paul wrote to Timothy and the second. Already in the first, we saw how "some" were straying (1 Tim. 1:6) (1 Tim. 6:21), turning away (1 Tim. 5:15), and going astray (1 Tim. 6:10), but now in this second letter, Paul laments that "all" abandoned him (2 Tim. 1:15) and forsake him (2 Tim. 4:16). From Paul's perspective, the situation had worsened in just a few years, and when he looks to the future, he sees
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