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The Lunar Wheel of the Year

Wiccans view the calendar year as a wheel. This
wheel progresses from one season to another and back again in a
cyclical fashion.

There are eight solar holidays in the Wiccan
calendar. These holidays are called the Sabbats.

There are thirteen moons in a Wiccan lunar year.
Each of these moons emphasize the different energies through which
both you and the earth are progressing.

The Wiccan lunar year begins after Yule with the
Wolf Moon, and progresses through the Oak Moon to the Wolf Moon
again. The order of the full moons is as follows: Wolf, Storm,
Chaste, Seed, Hare, Dyad, Mead, Wort, Barley, Wine, Blood, Snow,
and Oak.

The solar and lunar calendars mesh to form a
cycle of life and death that is the foundation of the Wiccan
belief.

PLANTING AND HARVESTING

In the olden times the moons were closely linked
to the land and to the harvest. Our ancestors were joined to the
land in a never ending dance of life and death. If the crops
weren’t tended, they failed, the people starved, and possibly
died.

In these days we are still planting, only now
our crops are of a spiritual nature. The concerns are the same. We
still must decide which crops to grow, till the land for planting,
plant the crop, tend the plants and finally bring in the harvest.
All this we do within the cycle of the year.

THE MOONS AND THEIR EMPHASIS

Wolf Moon – December / January

The Wolf Moon recalls a time when our ancestors
gathered close around the hearth fire as the silence of the falling
snow was pierced by the howling of wolves. The wolf is a fearsome
creature of the night as well as being companion to the God of the
Hunt. Wolves are pack animals: they raise their young in the
community spirit and usually mate for life.

As the light of the new-born year slowly
increases and the Wolf Moon waxes full, it is a good time to look
back upon that which has just ended and to learn from our
experiences. Bid the past farewell and let it go in order to
receive the year that is just beginning. Learning to let go of that
to which we would cling is one of the greatest secrets of
magic.

Storm Moon – January / February

Unlike the boisterous storms of the spring,
which are accompanied by the crashing of thunder and lightning
bolts, the storms of January come in silence. They blanket the
world in coldness in keeping with the nature of the dark half of
the year. But beneath the blanket of solid and silent snow, nature
rests.

The same is true for us. Our souls are sleeping
under the quiet blanket of winter; but under that blanket, hidden
from view, a great deal of growth is occurring.

Now is the time to prepare for spring and that
which you wish to bring to fruition in your life.

Chaste Moon – February / March

All of Nature at this moment is pure potential
waiting to be fulfilled. The Goddess is in her virgin aspect and we
should greet and honor her with a clear mind and heart.

Now is the time to examine what you desire. To
desire something is the first step in obtaining it. Look at the
seeds you have been contemplating. Examine them closely. Do you
really desire what they represent? Are you willing to put forth the
effort to bring those desires to fruition?

If so, now is the time to build your desires.
Make them as real and vibrant as you can in preparation for the
planting of your seeds for this year’s crop.

Seed Moon – March / April

New life is bursting forth; the energy is fresh
and new. There is a hint of spring in the air. The rush of energy
is all around us; all is green and speaks of growth.

Now is the time to take out the seeds, both
spiritual and physical, of what you are going to sow in the coming
months. Examine them closely, and gently plant them in the thawing
earth. This is the time to put your desires into motion.

Hare Moon – April / May

As the Hare Moon waxes full, observe the rabbits
leaping and playing, carefree in their mating and joyful in their
games. As you cast your circle, joyously dance and feel within your
heart the carefree nature of the wild creatures that are also the
children of the Old Gods.

This is a time to channel all the raw energy
around you into that which you have planted. You may be able to see
the first green shoots from your plantings or they may appear
dormant. Remember, some plants take longer to sprout than
others.

Dyad Moon – May / June

Dyad is the Latin name for pair. This is the
time when the God and the Goddess become one, when all things meet
their opposites in perfect balance and in perfect harmony.

Seek harmony in all things. This is the time to
seek balance between your spiritual and physical desires.

Now is the time for you to pour all of your
energies into your seedlings. Nurture them and use the abundant
energy to speed their growth.

Mead Moon – June / July

“Probably the first fermented beverage made by
humankind, mead is best known as the heavenly drink of the ancient
Teutonic gods. Mead appears in cultures throughout the world — in
Rome, Egypt, Greece, Scandinavia, and Assyria. The Incas and Aztecs
also made the sacred drink.” (Moonflower, by Sirona Knight,
Copyright 1996)

On the night of the Mead Moon, allow yourself to
become a vessel for the sacred elixir of the Gods. Allow it to fill
you with the intense joy and love that connectedness to deity can
bring.

Allow yourself to be immersed and absorbed by
the nature that surrounds you. Feel your connectedness to all of
nature.

This is a time to tend to the crops that you
planted during the spring.

Wort Moon – July / August

Wort is the Anglo-Saxon term for herb or green
plant. This is the first harvest, and a time to celebrate the crop
as well as to continue working toward the final harvest.

Now is the time to begin reaping what you’ve
sown. Start completing any cycles you started at Ostara. Plans for
preserving what you have attained should be considered so that you
may survive the approaching winter.

 

Barley Moon – August / September

The Barley crop represents the life and death
cycle. The Barley is planted, it grows, it is harvested, some of it
is consumed to sustain life and some of it is planted in the
spring.

This is a time of celebrating the harvest; it is
a time to contemplate the eternalness of life; a time for
realization of desired goals.

It is time to complete your preparations for the
long winter ahead.

Wine Moon – September / October

When the sugar content of the grapes reaches its
peak, the grape harvest begins. The evolution that occurs through
fermentation is like the spiritual transformation that takes place
during all of life's initiations.

This is the perfect time to perform a ritual
designed to bring about increased spiritual awareness. Allow all of
your experiences over the past year to enter your soul and ferment,
creating a brew of great personal power.

Blood Moon – October / November

This moon marked the season of hunting and the
slaughter of the herd animals for winter food and clothing. It was
a time of deciding which animals would survive the winter, and
which animals would be necessary to feed the tribe.

This is a time to assess what you’ve
accomplished in the previous year and what lessons you were given
to learn. Did you learn from your experiences? Decide which of the
items in your


Snow Moon – November / December



Oak Moon – December
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