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Chapter One

God at Work

 


I believe that God wants to radically
redefine the way His church perceives ministry. There is a
multitude of believers in Jesus Christ that has not yet realized
its awesome potential to affect people and further the Kingdom of
God on Earth. These people are cashiers, food service workers,
truck drivers and office workers. Yet, they are also pastors,
teachers, apostles, prophets and evangelists.

 


If you have felt the call of God on your
life, but are uncertain as to whether or not it involves full-time
ministry in His church, this book is for you. It may be that God
has called you to full-time ministry in His church. This is a truly
noble calling. I thank God for the men and women who labor for God
as missionaries, pastors and leaders in His church. These people do
extraordinary work under intense pressure, and deserve our prayers,
gratitude and encouragement. I thank God also for the Bible schools
and seminaries that train and equip men and women to work as God’s
ministers in His church.

 


However, that may not be the path He has
chosen for you. As you read this book, I pray that God would begin
to open your heart and mind to the possibility that your call is to
the people you work with every day. It is important for you to know
that if this is the case, the work God has for you to do is just as
important and necessary as the work He gives to His ministers in
His church.

 


If you work a typical five-day, forty-hour
work week, consider that you spend a third of your life (excluding
weekends) with your co-workers and others you interact with on the
job. Many of these people see you more than they see their own
families! That gives you the potential to be a tremendous influence
in their lives. God wants to use you as you cultivate relationships
with them. You can bring Him a great deal of glory simply by
reaching out to the hurting and broken in your workplace. He can
use you as an agent of revival, renewal and as an instrument of His
transforming love and power.

 


There are many people who would not even
consider visiting a local church. Yet, God is deeply concerned with
their physical, emotional and spiritual well-being. He wants to
draw them to Himself and reveal His Son, Jesus Christ, to them.
Many of these people are where you work. You can be God’s chosen
vessel to minister to their needs, heal their hurts and comfort
them in the midst of their afflictions.

 


Before I outline specific principles of
glorifying God where you work, I would like to share with you my
own personal experience of how God has used me at work to be a
blessing to others.

 


I gave my life to Jesus Christ at the age of
twenty-two, after seeing God’s hand begin to radically change my
father.

 


I had just been discharged from the Air Force
six months early to attend broadcasting school. I had trouble
finding entry-level work in radio, so I decided instead to pursue a
career with New York State in civil service. As I began to really
pursue an intimate relationship with God, however, it became
apparent to me and to those around me that God had gifted me in
areas that would seem to indicate a full-time ministry call. I left
my job with the state and took a position in my local church. After
six months, that position ended for me. It was due largely to a
lack of seasoning and maturity in Christ on my part. I returned to
my civil service job and hoped for a stable and secure career. God
continued to open up opportunities for me to use the gifts and
talents He had given me from time to time, yet I still felt a
strong and unmistakable urge to follow Him to a deeper level once
again.

 


The morning of September 11, 2001 began like
any other day. I was in my office taking phone calls and processing
vouchers. Word began to spread of the horrific and terrible events
that were unfolding at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and a
small rural area of Pennsylvania. Fear, shock and anger were
evident as I and my co-workers tried hard to continue our work.
Finally, at around noon that day, Governor Pataki sent us home.

 


The next few days were very difficult. We
continued as best we could to stay focused on our jobs. The annual
office picnic, which was held each year for both state agencies in
my building, was scheduled for Friday, September 14th.
Needless to say, no one had much desire to attend it and it was
canceled. My supervisor, who was helping to coordinate the picnic,
approached me about doing a memorial service on Friday to
commemorate the tragedy of September 11th. She knew that
I was a Christian, and that I had preached and led worship before.
She said that people wanted something instead of the picnic to just
pause and remember all of those whose lives were forever changed on
that terrible day. The only stipulation was that I could not speak
or pray in the name of Jesus. She also recommended that I keep it
short and simple.

 


You must understand that asking me not to
pray in Jesus’ name is like asking me not to wear clothes outside.
The request not to speak in Jesus’ name wasn’t coming from my boss,
but from those higher up, who wanted a gathering that was inclusive
of our entire largely Judeo-Christian workforce. I had to carefully
weigh my desire to minister to people in their time of need, and my
desire to remain true to my belief in Jesus Christ as the only way
to salvation and wholeness. I finally decided that with God’s grace
and power, I could conduct a service that would satisfy
everyone.

 


I got to work putting together a short,
simple service with a Psalm, Old and New Testament readings, and a
brief homily. The service would be held at noon on Friday in the
courtyard in front of my building. The day of the service, I
remember just how inadequate I felt for the task at hand. However,
I had seen God demonstrate His faithfulness to me time and time
again, and I trusted Him to accomplish through me what He
wanted.

 


At noon, I walked out to the courtyard with
two hundred bulletins and a few helpers to assist me with the sound
system and other logistics. The commissioners of both state
agencies and most of their senior staff came out. We passed out all
of the bulletins, and by the time we were ready to begin, I
estimated that about three hundred people were packed into the
courtyard.

 


I was terrified! Imagine me, one of the least
senior and youngest full-time employees in the building, acting as
an ambassador of God to so many people. I had never preached to a
crowd this size in the church. I was completely dependent upon God
to be able to stand up there and be His voice.

 


As I moved through the service, leading
prayers and reading scripture, I became conscious of the loving,
comforting presence of God in an extraordinary way. I saw many in
the crowd who no doubt experienced Him too, as they found a release
for their grief and despair. Many wept openly. It was not only one
of the most beautiful and rewarding experiences of my ministry, but
also of my life.

 


After that, I became an unofficial “chaplain”
at work. On several occasions, I was asked to lead memorial
services and prayer vigils for co-workers who had died. I was also
asked to pray at retirement parties and other social functions. I
am glad that I chose to trust God to use the 9/11 service as a
gateway to other opportunities to bring Him glory where I
worked.

 


As I look back on it now, I can see God’s
divine plan to draw upon all of my life’s experiences for His
purposes. The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:28, “And we know that
all things work together for good to those who love God, who are
called according to His purpose.” From the time that I spent in the
Air Force, when I didn’t even know Him, to broadcasting school, and
even in my own failures and harsh lessons learned from my sin, God
was preparing me to be His ambassador. I am humbled that instead of
giving up on me, He had a plan to use me to be a source of love and
comfort to others where I worked.

 


As you read this book, I encourage you to
prayerfully consider the exciting and rewarding opportunities He
has for you to bless and touch others for Him
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