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Introduction:

A desert is the result of a shortage of water. 
The economies of many countries became a desert when the supply of oil was cut off in 1973. 
Here are 2 Quick Facts from the 1973-74 "Oil Shock".
1. The 1973 oil crisis started in October, when the members of the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries proclaimed an oil embargo "in response to the U.S. decision to re-supply the Israeli military" during the Yom Kippur war; it lasted until March 1974.

2. Drivers of vehicles with license plates having an odd number as the last digit (or a vanity license plate) were allowed to purchase gasoline for their cars only on odd-numbered days of the month, while drivers of vehicles with even-numbered license plates were allowed to purchase fuel only on even-numbered days.
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The 1973 Oil Shock made the normal way of life a distant memory, we had no petrol; therefore, we had no freedom to do what we wanted to do or go where we wanted to go. 
Not being able to do what you wanted to do... became the new normal or the abnormal.
The abnormal became normal.

Today I can buy as much petrol as I want, when I want. 
I can get it 24hrs a day.
Imagine if the shortage of petrol lasted until now. 
You and I would think differently about a lot of things. We would be driving very small cars; we would not be driving long distances if it was not necessary.
Our children would have grown up in a completely different world regards cars and petrol.
If the 1973 Oil shock was still operating it would not be called the 1973 Oil Shock, we would refer to the date to explain when the shortage of petrol began but we would not get up every day shocked by a shortage of petrol we would have gotten used to the shortage and would now think it was normal to be short of petrol.
We would have gotten into the habit of buying petrol on the day that was indicated by your number plate [license plate]. 
Whether it was an even or odd number.
Cigarette smoking was also normal in the 1970’s. 
People smoked on the trains and planes. 
In restaurants and bars. All the while the children were passively inhaling.
No-one raised an eyebrow. It was normal, everyone did it. 
But now it is abnormal. 
Another example of the normal becoming abnormal.
When my parents grew up men did not have long hair. When I grew up they did. When I grew up tattoos were unusual for the mainstream, now everyone is getting one. I still find that abnormal but that is because of my age.

Here is something most of you would agree with: 
The Bible considers marriage between a man and a woman to be normal. This is what the majority of Christians accept as truth and on that I will never change. 
I just put that in to stir the pot.

My parents’ generation thought it was okay to drink and drive. They agreed that you should not be drunk and drive. But if someone did drive while they were drunk and they got away with it, then it became funny.
No-one laughs now about that sort of dangerous behaviour. Too many of us have seen the sad results of drink-driving.
Over the last 50 years the church has seen many things that were not normal become normal such as being baptised in the Holy Spirit and speaking in tongues. Healings are also becoming more common.

Try to imagine what our Christian experience would have been if we had been introduced into a church situation where revival was normal. First of all... it would not be called revival, it wouldn’t even have a name. 
You don’t call things that are normal by special names. They are just normal. No special name needed!
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In the last 25 years we as Christians have seen or heard about revivals in many locations and these have manifested through a church or a minister or in a country. The terminology used to describe a revival always includes a start and finish date. How long a revival lasts seems to be measurable by the commentators. They use terms such as the 100 year revival or the 20 year revival. 
They say.” This or that church or area has been in revival since the year, [and they name a date] and they are still in revival or it finished in the year [and they name the date].”
What if revival is normal?
What if it began on the day of Pentecost and was never meant to stop?
In this book I am going to define revival in a very simple way using the verse in Ephesians 5:18 

“Do not get drunk on wine, which will only ruin you. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”

I need to use a simple term to describe revival. I know it is much more than being filled with the Spirit, but if you strip away the layers of the “onion” you will always find the common thread of revival is a person who has experienced an in-filling of the Holy Spirit.

Here are a few scriptures from the book of Acts.

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.
[Acts 2:4]
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them.
[Acts 4:8]
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.
[Acts 4:31]
Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
[Acts 9:17]
Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said.
[Acts 13:9]
And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
[Acts 13:52]
As you can see, being filled with the Spirit is a common theme in the experience of the early church.

If being filled with the Spirit is our equivalent of revival then what was normal [being filled with the Spirit] is now abnormal and therefore treated as a special event or season.
If Christmas was held every week-end it would not be considered special though the children would love it... the adults would be too tired and broke to enjoy it.
Some people retire too early because they think they will enjoy getting up in the morning and sitting around the swimming pool or going to the beach. Most people discover they can only do this for a certain amount of time before they get the urge to get involved in something more purposeful.

I have seen people get bored with revival. The reason they ended up in this position is because they were not receiving a touch from God or if they did receive a touch from heaven they considered, “that was all they needed” and they moved on and stopped entering in.

If a person has a mindset that thinks the season of revival will have... a beginning and an end... they will come to the conclusion that the experience is not permanently sustainable and cannot be repeated on a regular basis.
The person that thinks this way will anticipate a future where things will go back to normal.
You can see from the Book of Acts how there was no “cut off time” for being filled with the Holy Spirit. 
And Paul in Ephesians 5:18 encourages the people to: 
“not get drunk on wine, which will only ruin you. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”
Being drunk is normal for some, for others it is a rare occurrence. For some, drinking wine is a regular habit for others it never happens.
It is interesting to note how Paul links being filled with the Spirit with a type of behaviour [drinking wine] that is for some a regular pattern. He is urging the reader to exchange ordinary wine for extra-ordinary wine. 
The Bible does not mind you getting drunk if you are getting drunk in the Holy Spirit.
When Peter addressed the crowd he had to explain the behaviour of the disciples and he referred to them as, “not drunk as you suppose.”
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised
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