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Prologue
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Welcome to Times Square, one of the most famous and exciting places in the world! You may have seen it in movies, on TV, or in pictures, but there’s nothing quite like learning all the fun and amazing things about it. From the gigantic, glowing billboards to the hustle and bustle of people from all around the world, Times Square is a place full of energy and surprises.

But did you know it wasn’t always like this? Long ago, this area looked very different. Over the years, it transformed into what we now call “The Crossroads of the World,” a place where millions of visitors gather every year to experience its magic. Whether it’s the towering skyscrapers, the Broadway theaters, or the famous New Year’s Eve ball drop, there’s always something happening here!

In this book, you’ll discover all the cool facts, hidden secrets, and interesting stories behind Times Square. You’ll explore the history of its famous billboards, meet the performers that bring its streets to life, and learn why this spot in the heart of New York City is so special. Ready to dive into the bright lights and big city fun?

Let’s explore Times Square together!
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Chapter 1: The Bright Lights of Times Square
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Times Square is one of the most famous places in the world, and one of the things that make it stand out are the bright lights that seem to shine all day and all night. When you walk through Times Square, it feels like you're in a place where the sun never really sets, even at night! The lights are so bright that people sometimes call it "The Crossroads of the World." But what makes the lights of Times Square so special?

The first thing you notice when you get to Times Square is the massive billboards. These aren't your regular, boring billboards you might see on a highway. No, the billboards in Times Square are giant, colorful screens that light up the entire area. They flash with advertisements for movies, TV shows, Broadway plays, and all sorts of products. Some of the screens are so big they cover the entire side of a building! It's like the biggest TV screens you've ever seen, all packed into one place.

These bright lights are not just for fun; they serve an important purpose. They show off the latest things that people can buy, watch, or visit in New York. From the latest sneakers to the newest superhero movie, everything gets displayed on these screens. It’s like walking through a huge outdoor movie theater, where every building has its own movie trailer or commercial playing. And the colors! The lights come in every color you can imagine—red, blue, green, purple, and more—making Times Square look magical, like something from another world.

What’s really amazing about the lights in Times Square is that they are all powered by electricity. A long time ago, when Times Square first started to become popular, there were no electric lights. Instead, people had to rely on street lamps or signs lit with gas flames. Can you imagine Times Square without all those bright, colorful lights? It would be so different! But things changed when electricity was invented, and soon the first electric signs were put up in Times Square. That’s when it started becoming the dazzling place we know today.

The very first electric sign in Times Square was put up in 1904, over a hundred years ago. It was for a bank, and people couldn’t believe how bright it was! Over time, more and more businesses started putting up electric signs, and the area became known for its glowing lights. By the 1920s, Times Square was already becoming famous for its signs and lights, and people started coming from all over the world to see them. The bright lights of Times Square became a symbol of New York City itself—a place that’s always busy, always awake, and always shining.

One of the coolest things about Times Square is that it never goes dark. Even if you visit at 3 in the morning, when most people are asleep, the lights will still be shining just as brightly. That’s because Times Square is a place that never really sleeps. Restaurants stay open late, people come to visit from all over the world, and there’s always something going on. The lights help make it feel like a party that never ends!

Another fun fact about the lights in Times Square is that they use special technology to be energy-efficient. Since there are so many screens and signs, it’s important to make sure they don’t waste too much electricity. Many of the signs are made with LED lights, which are super bright but use less energy than older kinds of lights. This means that Times Square can stay bright and colorful without using up too much power. It’s like having the best of both worlds—tons of light, but in a way that’s better for the environment!

When you’re in Times Square, it’s not just the signs and billboards that light up. Even the streets themselves seem to glow! That’s because the lights from the signs bounce off the buildings, the cars, and the pavement, making everything around you seem like it’s glowing. It’s almost like stepping into a video game or a movie set. People from all over the world visit Times Square just to see these lights. Tourists take pictures, and sometimes you’ll even see people just standing still, staring up at the screens in awe. It’s that impressive!

The lights also play a big part in one of the most famous events in New York City—the New Year’s Eve celebration in Times Square. Every year on December 31st, thousands of people gather in Times Square to watch the big crystal ball drop. The whole area lights up with special displays, fireworks, and confetti. The New Year’s Eve ball itself is made of thousands of lights that sparkle and shine as it slowly drops to mark the beginning of the new year. People cheer, sing, and celebrate as the lights of Times Square shine even brighter for this special night.

But it’s not just for tourists! People who live in New York City also love the bright lights of Times Square. They may be used to seeing them, but the lights remind them that New York is a city full of life and excitement. The lights make Times Square a meeting place where people come together, whether they’re shopping, watching a Broadway show, or just hanging out with friends. Even on cloudy days, when the sun isn’t shining, the lights in Times Square still make it feel cheerful and lively.

So, next time you think of Times Square, picture a place where day and night mix together because of the incredible, never-ending glow of lights. Whether you’re there in person or just seeing it on TV, you can’t help but feel amazed by the bright lights that make Times Square one of the most magical places on earth. It’s not just about the lights themselves, but how they make people feel—happy, excited, and full of wonder.
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Chapter 2: How Times Square Got Its Name
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Times Square is one of the most famous places in the world, but did you know that it wasn’t always called Times Square? In fact, this bustling, bright area of New York City has gone through a lot of changes over the years. It wasn’t always filled with towering billboards, flashing lights, and huge crowds of tourists. It started out as a much quieter part of the city, and the name "Times Square" came much later, with an interesting story behind it!

Before it became Times Square, this area was known as Longacre Square. Back in the 1800s, Longacre Square was not the exciting, lively place it is today. Instead, it was a rather quiet area, mostly filled with horse stables, carriage shops, and factories. Longacre Square got its name from a district in London, England, which was also known for building carriages. You might find it hard to imagine today, but Longacre Square was once full of horses, buggies, and wagons. There were no bright lights or big crowds—just the sounds of horses’ hooves and workers building carriages.

The area wasn’t a popular destination for New Yorkers at the time. It was considered a little out of the way from the busier parts of the city. But that all started to change as New York City itself grew bigger and more people began moving north, away from the crowded downtown areas. Slowly, Longacre Square began to develop, and new buildings and businesses started to appear.

The real change, however, came in 1904, when something big happened that completely transformed Longacre Square forever. A man named Adolph Ochs, who was the owner of The New York Times newspaper, decided to move his newspaper's headquarters to Longacre Square. This was a huge decision because The New York Times was one of the most important and influential newspapers in the country. By moving its headquarters to the area, Ochs helped bring a lot of attention and business to Longacre Square.

Ochs didn’t just move his newspaper there—he also had big plans for the square itself. He worked with the city to build a huge tower, known as the Times Tower, right in the center of Longacre Square. This building wasn’t just the new home for The New York Times—it was also a symbol of how the area was changing. The Times Tower stood tall, with its grand design, and soon became one of the tallest buildings in New York City at that time.

Because of the influence of The New York Times and the new headquarters, the city decided to rename Longacre Square in honor of the newspaper. And just like that, in April 1904, Longacre Square officially became Times Square. The name stuck, and from that point on, Times Square started becoming more and more famous. The new name gave the area a fresh identity, and people began to see it as a new, exciting part of the city.

One of the first big events to take place in the newly named Times Square was the New Year’s Eve celebration. Adolph Ochs wanted to celebrate his newspaper’s new headquarters and the city’s progress, so he came up with the idea to host a big party on December 31, 1904. Thousands of people gathered in Times Square to watch fireworks and cheer as the new year arrived. This event was so popular that it started the tradition of celebrating New Year’s Eve in Times Square—a tradition that continues to this day with the famous ball drop.

Over time, Times Square became even more important as a center for business, entertainment, and tourism. As more people moved to New York City and technology improved, Times Square began to change again. The invention of electric lights in the early 1900s helped bring the square to life in a way that no one had ever seen before. Bright, flashing advertisements and signs began to light up the night, and soon Times Square became known for its incredible, glowing billboards.

By the 1920s, Times Square had transformed from its humble beginnings as Longacre Square into one of the most vibrant, exciting places in the world. Broadway theaters started to pop up, drawing in crowds of people who wanted to see plays and musicals. Big hotels, restaurants, and shops opened their doors, and Times Square became a place where people came not just to work, but to have fun. People began to think of Times Square as the heart of New York City.

Even though the original Times Tower is no longer there (it was taken down in the 1960s), the name "Times Square" has become a permanent part of New York City’s identity. Today, Times Square is known all around the world as a symbol of New York's energy and excitement. It’s the place where people from all walks of life come together to experience the best of what the city has to offer. Whether it’s the flashing lights, the Broadway shows, or the massive crowds of tourists, Times Square has something for everyone.

But the name "Times Square" doesn’t just represent The New York Times anymore—it represents the whole spirit of New York City. The square is a place where anything seems possible, a place that never sleeps, where the lights are always bright, and there’s always something happening. People from all over the world dream of visiting Times Square because of its reputation as a magical, bustling hub of activity.

Although Longacre Square may have been a quiet, unassuming place in the past, its transformation into Times Square shows how much a city can grow and change. From horse-drawn carriages to the flashing billboards of today, Times Square’s journey is a reminder of how history shapes the world we live in. It’s a place that was once just another part of the city, but now stands as a symbol of New York’s creativity, progress, and never-ending
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