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Introduction

Everyone has within them the seed of creativity. It finds a way to blossom in whatever medium you choose to work. Beading with the Clover Loom has opened a new world within which I can express emotions and colors that define what creativity is for me.

With the introduction of Clover’s Mini Loom the creative possibilities are endless. The challenge of putting these smaller units together to create unique finished pieces of jewelry is exciting and fun.
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My first recollection of beaded loom work was feeling the silkiness of my mother’s evening bag and the smooth band of beads in a childhood bracelet made by a Native American artisan. Working on Clover’s standard bead weaving loom is an adventure of “what if” possibilities. With so many configurations and capacities that this loom can employ my creative nature is having a field day! From a small pair of earrings to an endless amount of warp for a necklace or hat band, I can accomplish so much on just this one loom.

The Mini Loom, or credit card-sized loom as I like to call it, is a grand idea coming from Clover Needlecraft. This loom allows the most novice of bead enthusiasts the opportunity to try his or her hand at loom work. Unintimidating and straightforward small pieces such as earrings, pins, and medallions can be made in minutes. We can think beyond a final and complete piece to segments for use in bracelets and necklaces to small embellishments on cross stitch, needlepoint, and other handmade items—again the only limitation is your own creativity. When I want to try out a design or test warp and bead color combinations, this mini loom is my go-to loom to view possible results before warping the standard loom. Beading on a loom has provided me many hours of fascinating designs and rewarding results.
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This book is designed to answer as many questions as one might have about loom work, and give many techniques and designs for you to begin to feel comfortable with both looms. We trust this book will be for you the gateway to a world of creative endeavors!
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Materials & Supplies

Thread: We recommend 100 percent polyester thread, #60, in neutral colors like white, gray, beige, black, brown, and dark green. This fiber does not stretch or break, both great features for loom work. Nylon monofilament thread, such as Nymo size B, works well and comes in a variety of colors. We have also used Superlon thread, also known as S-lon, with great results.

Neutral colors, such as black, white, tan, and gray can be used for the warp threads. We recommend using weft threads in colors that coordinate with whatever bead color falls to the outside edges of the woven piece, as this will help hide the thread. If desired, a permanent maker can always be used to color the outer threads to match the beads. Be cautious when using transparent beads, as the thread color may distort or enhance the original bead color.

Needles: Generally, a long thin needle with a narrow eye works best for loom work. We use Clover Needlecraft Incorporated’s Beading Needles numbers 10–13. In addition, a simple needle threader is handy for ushering the thread through the needle eye, and a short needle is useful for hiding warp threads.

Seed beads: Seed beads are a class of beads that are the smallest glass beads—not all seed beads are created equal! Common sizes include 15/0, 11/0, 8/0, and 6/0. We’ve found that Japanese seed beads are the most uniform, making them the best for weaving. In addition, the depth of color range and finishes for these beads is most extensive. Uniform beads result in elegant and even loom work with a silky, smooth texture. Using different types of seed beads in one weaving will throw off the uniformity of the finished piece.

The projects in this book use size 11/0 seed beads exclusively. These beads come in two bead shapes, round and cylindrical (a slightly squared cylinder), and each project will indicate which type is used.

Scissors: Choose a small pair of scissors with a nice sharp tip.
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The bracelet on the left uses 11/0 round beads, while the bracelet on the right uses 11/0 cylindrical beads. Note the difference in finished size. The cylindrical bead bracelet is smaller, even though both bracelets use 11/0 beads.
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The outer edges of the right bracelet are uneven, due to mixing round and cylindrical beads. The left bracelet uses all cylindrical beads, resulting in a uniform, professional look.
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Here, light silver round beads have been used in a design that also contains cylindrical beads. As a result of using two different types of beads, the rows are becoming uneven.


The Mini Loom Basics

This loom is small but mighty! It’s easy to transport and warp, making it perfect for whipping up projects quickly. The workspace is limited so you can focus on creating earrings, necklace medallions, pins, and small connecting units for necklaces and bracelets. It’s a good tool to use for a quick test of designs, bead styles, and colorations.
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Parts Names and Functions

1. Workspace (weaving area)

2. Bars (lift warp threads off surface)

3. Grooves (separate and hold warp strands to match bead width; loom can support 30 warp strands [29 beads] horizontally, 20 warp strands [19 beads] vertically)

4. Guide indicators (small dots to help guide warp strands to matching grooves on opposite side)

5. Stoppers (4 pieces for securing thread ends)

6. Posts (for wrapping warp thread when warping the loom; shown covered by stoppers, see uncovered on page 9)

7. Additional parts: threader, beading needle, darning needle

Getting Started

Determine the design. Based on the size of the piece, decide whether to use the loom horizontally or vertically. Use it horizontally for wide and short pieces, vertically for thin and long pieces.

Determine the number of warp strands. The number of beads in the widest row of the design, plus 1, equals the number of warp strands needed to warp the loom. For example, a design that is 10 beads wide requires 11 warp strands.

Determine the warping method. Warping the mini loom follows the same method as warping the standard loom using the Continuous Warp Method (see page 9 to learn how to warp the mini loom and page 13 to learn how to warp the standard loom). The posts on the back of the mini loom have the same function as the pegs on the standard loom.
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