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THE WORST THING ABOUT being lied to is knowing you weren’t worth the truth...

Tatum Banks is on a mission to get revenge on her ex. By hooking up with her sexy best friend, Cooper Dunn she thinks she’s found the perfect retaliation. 

Except, the mission goes awry when she falls in love with the one man in her life that has always been there for her. 

Cooper is tired of the revenge game and wants Tatum to let things go and just focus on their relationship. However, Tatum has one last objective. She found out her ex is stealing the work of authors and slapping his name on it. She decides it is her responsibility to expose the truth only to get dragged into a dangerous world of theft and cover-ups that could cost her everything. 

I hated him so much because I had loved him too much. 
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Tatum
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MY PALMS WERE SWEATY, and my stomach was a ball of nerves. Nothing felt right. I was certain I was going to puke at any second. Everything felt wrong. I couldn’t lose him. I looked out the back window of the Uber. I didn’t see him. That was a good thing. If he wasn’t behind us, that meant he was staying at my apartment. 

“Please stay.” I breathed the words. 

I couldn’t believe I had walked out on the man I loved. I loved Cooper. I did. He had to know that. This thing with my ex, Austin, wasn’t about him. It was about righting a horrible wrong. I wished I could make Cooper understand why this was so important to me. 

Could I blame him for the ultimatum? No. No, I couldn’t. I looked out the back window again. I didn’t want to see his headlights. If I saw his headlights, it meant he’d left my apartment. If he left, we were over. I felt like we’d been walking a tightrope with no safety net for days. Longer. He thought I was hung up on my ex. I wasn’t. This wasn’t about my ex. It was about doing the right thing. 

“You okay, miss?” the driver asked from up front. 

“I’m fine.”

“You were muttering.”

“Yes, I was,” I snapped. “I talk to myself.”

“All right.”

I stared out the window, asking myself over and over if I was doing the right thing. I loved Cooper. I wanted him. He was the only one I wanted. When he told me to choose between him and going to the party to confront Austin and my boss about their part in stealing the work of authors who didn’t have the benefit of a publishing house in their corner, I had to go with my conscience. 

I read that writer’s blog. She was upset that her work was being published under another name. Some stranger was taking credit for her work and reaping the benefits. She got a tiny portion of the proceeds from what her book could have earned had she gotten her foot in the door and had an agent. It wasn’t fair. It wasn’t right, and I could not be complicit in their scheme. 

I pulled out my phone to see if he’d called. I expected him to tell me to turn around. There was nothing. I sent him a quick text telling him I loved him and begging him to be waiting for me at my place. I was hoping to get to the party, get the information I needed on my handy little recorder, and get back to him. 

The car pulled to a stop in front of the house. This was it. “Just a second,” I said to the driver. 

Cooper had yet to text me back. I called his phone. I needed to know he was waiting for me. He didn’t answer. “Shit, shit, shit,” I muttered. 

I had never felt so twisted and torn. I knew what I wanted to do, but I couldn’t just give up everything. “Um, sir,” I said before I could change my mind. 

“What’s up?”

“I need to go back.”

“Go back?”

“Yes, to the address you picked me up from.” He let out a long sigh. “I’ll make sure you’re tipped well.”

He pulled up his phone and after a few seconds, finally put the car in drive. “Fine. I can do that.”

“Thank you.” I tried calling Cooper again. He wasn’t answering. This did not bode well for him being back at my place and waiting for me. 

“Relationships are a bitch, huh?”

“I guess,” I said and turned my attention back out the window. 

I felt like I had just barely gotten started with Cooper. I loved him, but we had yet to have a solid relationship. It was like I went left when he went right. I supposed it was my fault. I was in this stupid holding pattern with Austin, and Cooper wasn’t going to stand for it. I didn’t blame him, but I wished he could just give me one more day. One day. Hell, one hour. Then he and I could have our moment of running off into the sunset together. Even if that meant staying right where we were. 

“Don’t leave,” I told the driver when he pulled to a stop. 

“What?”

“I’m going to need you to take me back to the original address.”

“Are you kidding me?”

“No. It isn’t like you aren’t getting paid.” He was irritating me. He got paid regardless of where I had him drive me to. 

“I can’t wait long,” he answered. “I don’t make money if I’m not driving.”

“Got it.”

I jumped out of the car and raced upstairs. I didn’t have to, but I did it anyway. “Cooper!” His truck wasn’t in the parking lot. I hoped against hope he would be here. 

“Cooper!” I called out and walked to my bedroom. I flipped on the light and found the room was empty. 

I fought back the tears. He was gone. I knew he would be, but I’d prayed he would wait. I took a deep breath and pushed back the tears. There was no point in crying. He was gone. I wanted him back, and I had every intention of fighting to get him back, but it was going to take a huge commitment. I didn’t want to beg for his forgiveness just to walk out on him again. We’d been doing that same dance for weeks, and it wasn’t working. 

I needed to be prepared to go all in. I would give him my complete devotion. “Will it matter?”

I wished I could say there was a chance. Unfortunately, I didn’t think my odds were very good. In fact, I was sure it would take a small miracle to get him to come back to me. If I was going to lose Cooper, it had to be for a damn good reason. I left the apartment and headed downstairs to the waiting car. I was going to a party, but it felt like I was going to a funeral. 

“So we doing this?” the driver asked. 

“Yes, please.”

“You okay?”

“I’m fine.”

He said nothing more and started driving me back to the party. I was really late now, but that could be a good thing. I was hoping everyone would already be knee deep in liquor. They would be far more willing to talk if alcohol had loosened them up a bit. 

I walked into the party with my head held high. I needed to appear confident. I pasted on a smile and carefully adjusted the little box that was concealed under the belt of my dress. At least, I was hoping it was concealed. 

I spotted Austin laughing at something a man was saying. It was his fake laugh. I didn’t mind interrupting the conversation. I grabbed a glass of champagne and meandered over to where he was standing. I flashed a smile. 

“If you’ll excuse me,” he said to the man he was talking to. He walked to me and made a big show of looking around. “You’re missing someone.”

“Am I?”

“Where’s Cooper?”

This was an opportunity. “Cooper and I have decided to put our relationship on pause.”

He smirked. “Pause?”

Yes.”

“Let’s get a drink.”

I held up my glass. “I’m good.” I wanted to control the amount of alcohol I drank. I could not afford to get even a little buzzed. 

“So you’re here all alone,” he said with a smile that would normally melt my heart. Not anymore. My heart was hardened toward him. 

“I am. You?”

“Yep.”

I casually pulled him away from the crowd. “I wanted to apologize,” I told him. My heart was pounding in my chest. I prayed the recording device was working. 

“For?”

“Accusing you of stealing.”

“I hadn’t realized you accused me.”

“The book. I knew it was plagiarized. I went to Wendy and Gary.”

He raised an eyebrow. “Oh?”

“Yes. They assured me it was all good. They said you had done that for the first two books as well and the original writers had been compensated.”

He was looking at me like he wasn’t sure if he should admit to it or not. I prayed he would. I needed the proof. “I told you I didn’t steal anything. I took a story, cleaned it up, elaborated on it, and made it my own.”

Inside, my heart was jumping for joy. “I get it now. Gary said the authors had been compensated.”

He shrugged. “I don’t know the details. All I know is it isn’t illegal.”

“Did you find the books? I only realized the situation when I remembered reading the book you just recently gave me to edit. I showed you that book a while ago.”

“Yeah. I read it and saw it had potential if I put my name on it.” His cocky grin made me want to slap him. 

“Well, I guess if everyone is happy. Although I got the impression one of the authors wasn’t all that happy with the idea.”

He scoffed. “She got paid. She tried to come back for more when the book made some real money, but that ship had sailed. She threatened lawsuits. She signed the paperwork giving me the book and a confidentiality agreement. No one has the money or clout to go up against me and the company.”

I forced a smile. “Of course not. Easy money for you.”

He winked and reached out to put his arm around my waist. “I like this dress.” His hand settled on my hip. He frowned and looked at the belt. “What is that?” he asked. “You wired?” He flashed a grin. 

“It’s my phone,” I told him. 

He looked at the wide belt. “Weird place to hold your phone.”

“It’s an inside pocket since I don’t have a purse. It’s very forward thinking for ladies’ fashion.”

He nodded as if he could care less. “Why don’t we go out to the garden?”

He wanted me alone. I was not going to let that happen. “I have barely made an appearance. I can’t go stealing the hottest man in here.”

That seemed to soothe things over, just like I knew it would. “We’ll mingle for a bit and then I’m getting you somewhere dark and private.”

I forced a laugh. “So did you come up with the idea to steal books or did they?”

“I didn’t steal a book, Tatum.”

“I’m sorry. I meant, was this something you saw to do?”

“Why?” he asked. 

I was pressing too hard. “I was just curious. I wonder if it’s something I could do.”

He raised an eyebrow. “It’s about the marketing. When I got busted with the book, they weren’t mad.”

“So you did try to pass it off as yours?”

“No. Yes. I mean, my agent was aware there could have been some borrowed bits. It didn’t matter, though, because no one read the book. No one was ever going to know where it came from. Do you know how many books are out there right now?”

“Millions.”

“Needle in a haystack.” He grinned. 

I couldn’t believe I had been so fooled this whole time. “What did I always see you working on?” 

He shrugged. “Just doing a few name and location changes. Little things to keep it from being picked up by some copyright thing.”

“Copyright thing?”

“Yeah, like one of those websites that finds stuff like that.”

“Austin, the book I read was almost identical. It only takes a few words in a row to trigger an alert.”

He smiled and took a drink from his glass. “That’s why the books are taken down. We wait a couple of months and then we publish with my face on the back cover.”

“Wow,” I said and shook my head. 

“I know, right,” he said with a laugh. 

I couldn’t stand to be in his presence another second. “I have to go.”

“What? We’re here alone. We both look good. Why not stay? Let’s see where the night takes us.”

I shook my head. “I have to get back.”

“One more drink.”

He wasn’t going to just let me walk away, and I wasn’t interested in causing a scene. I finished my champagne and handed him my empty glass. “I’m going to use the restroom. Can you get me something fruity?”

He grinned, thinking he’d won. “Hurry back.”

I cut through the crowd, glancing back a few times. When I saw him caught up in conversation with someone, I veered to the right and rushed out the front door. I walked down the driveway and pulled my phone from the little pocket. I pulled up the Uber app and quickly ordered a ride without stopping my escape from the lavish house. I didn’t want to risk Austin coming to look for me. 

With my ride ordered, I quickly called Cooper. He didn’t answer his phone. Again. Clearly I had a lot of work to do to try and salvage the relationship. 

I decided to send him a text. It’s done.

I hoped he would be waiting for me at my place when I got home. 
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Cooper
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I GLANCED DOWN AT MY phone when I came to a stop at a red light. I’d been driving around aimlessly since I left her place. I wasn’t a fucking dog. I didn’t appreciate being told to sit and stay. We had been friends before we were lovers. As her friend, I probably wouldn’t have minded. As her boyfriend, it wasn’t cool. I supposed I wasn’t her boyfriend. We were more off than on, it seemed. 

“It’s done.” I repeated the two-word text she’d sent. “What the hell does that mean?”

I didn’t know if she was talking about us or if she was talking about him. It wasn’t exactly clear. It confused the hell out of me. That wasn’t anything new. She’d been confusing the hell out of me since I first met her. It was like this all the time. She always sent mixed messages. I blamed her for the pain I felt. 

I couldn’t deal with it anymore. I got off the freeway and found myself driving towards Damon’s house. That was the normal thig for me to do when I was stressed. Burning gas all night wasn’t going to solve this. It was time to shit or get off the pot. I couldn’t keep going like this. 

I got to Damon’s house and knocked once. He opened the door, looked me up and down, and shook his head. “Shit
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