
Table of Contents

The Monk and the Mouse

Acknowledgements

Audiobook

Preface

The Monk and the Mouse | 和尚和老鼠[1] | Héshang Hé Lǎoshǔ | 第80章 | Dì 80 Zhāng

第81章 | Dì 81 Zhāng

第82章 | Dì 82 Zhāng

第83章 | Dì 83 Zhāng

The Monk and the Mouse | Chapter 80

Chapter 81

Chapter 82

Chapter 83

Proper Nouns

Glossary

About the Authors

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Monk and the Mouse
[image: ]


A Story in Simplified Chinese and Pinyin
Includes English Translation
Book 27 of the Journey to the West Series

Written by Jeff Pepper
Chinese Translation by Xiao Hui Wang
Based on chapters 80 – 83 of the original Chinese novel Journey to the West by Wu Cheng’en

[image: image]

​

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, organizations, places, events, locales, and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.

Copyright © 2022 – 2023 by Imagin8 Press LLC, all rights reserved.

Published in the United States by Imagin8 Press LLC, Verona, Pennsylvania, US. For information, contact us via email at info@imagin8press.com or visit www.imagin8press.com. 

Our books may be purchased directly in quantity at a reduced price, visit our website www.imagin8press.com for details.
Imagin8 Press, the Imagin8 logo and the sail image are all trademarks of Imagin8 Press LLC.

Written by Jeff Pepper

Chinese translation by Xiao Hui Wang

Cover design by Katelyn Pepper and Jeff Pepper

Book design by Jeff Pepper

Artwork by Next Mars Media, Luoyang, China

Audiobook narration by Junyou Chen 

Based on the original 16th century Chinese novel by Wu Cheng’en

ISBN: 978-1952601958
Version 05

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Acknowledgements

[image: ]


We are deeply indebted to the late Anthony C. Yu for his incredible four-volume translation, The Journey to the West (University of Chicago Press, 1983, revised 2012). 

We have also referred frequently to another unabridged translation, William J.F. Jenner’s The Journey to the West (Collinson Fair, 1955; Silk Pagoda, 2005), as well as the original Chinese novel 西游记 by Wu Cheng’en (People’s Literature Publishing House, Beijing, 1955). And we’ve gathered valuable background material from Jim R. McClanahan’s Journey to the West Research Blog (www.journeytothewestresearch.com).

And many thanks to the team at Next Mars Media for their terrific illustrations, Jean Agapoff for her careful proofreading, and Junyou Chen for his wonderful audiobook narration.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Audiobook

[image: ]


A complete Chinese language audio version of this book is available free of charge. To access it, go to YouTube.com and search for the Imagin8 Press channel. There you will find free audiobooks for this and all the other books in this series. 

You can also visit our website, www.imagin8press.com, to find a direct link to the YouTube audiobook, as well as information about our other books.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Preface

[image: ]


Here’s a summary of the events of the previous books in the Journey to the West series. The numbers in brackets indicate in which book in the series the events occur.

Thousands of years ago, in a magical version of ancient China, a small stone monkey is born on Flower Fruit Mountain. Hatched from a stone egg, he spends his early years playing with other monkeys. They follow a stream to its source and discover a secret room behind a waterfall. This becomes their home, and the stone monkey becomes their king. After several years the stone monkey begins to worry about the impermanence of life. One of his companions tells him that certain great sages are exempt from the wheel of life and death. The monkey goes in search of these great sages, meets one and studies with him, and receives the name Sun Wukong. He develops remarkable magical powers, and when he returns to Flower Fruit Mountain he uses these powers to save his troop of monkeys from a ravenous monster. [Book 1]

With his powers and his confidence increasing, Sun Wukong manages to offend the underwater Dragon King, the Dragon King’s mother, all ten Kings of the Underworld, and the great Jade Emperor himself. Finally, goaded by a couple of troublemaking demons, he goes too far, calling himself the Great Sage Equal to Heaven and sets events in motion that cause him some serious trouble. [Book 2]

Trying to keep Sun Wukong out of trouble, the Jade Emperor gives him a job in heaven taking care of his Garden of Immortal Peaches, but the monkey cannot stop himself from eating all the peaches. He impersonates a great Immortal and crashes a party in Heaven, stealing the guests’ food and drink and barely escaping to his loyal troop of monkeys back on Earth. In the end he battles an entire army of Immortals and men, and discovers that even calling himself the Great Sage Equal to Heaven does not make him equal to everyone in Heaven. As punishment, the Buddha himself imprisons him under a mountain. [Book 3]

Five hundred years later, the Buddha decides it is time to bring his wisdom to China, and he needs someone to lead the journey. A young couple undergo a terrible ordeal around the time of the birth of their child Xuanzang. The boy grows up as an orphan but at age eighteen he learns his true identity, avenges the death of his father and is reunited with his mother. Xuanzang will later fulfill the Buddha’s wish and lead the journey to the west. [Book 4]

Another storyline starts innocently enough, with two good friends chatting as they walk home after eating and drinking at a local inn. One of the men, a fisherman, tells his friend about a fortuneteller who advises him on where to find fish. This seemingly harmless conversation between two minor characters triggers a series of events that eventually costs the life of a supposedly immortal being and causes the great Tang Emperor himself to be dragged down to the underworld. He is released by the Ten Kings of the Underworld but is trapped in hell and only escapes with the help of a deceased courtier. [Book 5]

Barely making it back to the land of the living, the Emperor selects the young monk Xuanzang to undertake the journey, after being influenced by the great bodhisattva Guanyin. The young monk sets out on his journey. After many difficulties his path crosses that of Sun Wukong, and the monk releases him from his prison under a mountain. Sun Wukong becomes the monk’s first disciple. [Book 6]

As their journey gets underway, they acquire three more companions. First, a mysterious river-dwelling dragon who transforms into a white horse. Next, the pig-man Zhu Bajie, the embodiment of stupidity, laziness, lust and greed. In his previous life, Zhu was the Marshal of the Heavenly Reeds, but the Jade Emperor banished him to earth. He plunged from heaven to earth, ended up in the womb of a sow, was reborn as a man-eating pig monster, married to a farmer’s daughter, fought with Sun Wukong, and ended up joining and becoming the monk’s second disciple. And finally they meet Sha Wujing, who was once the Curtain Raising Captain but was banished from heaven by the Yellow Emperor for breaking an extremely valuable cup during a drunken visit to the Peach Festival. [Books 7, 8, 9]

As they travel westward, Heaven puts obstacles in their path. They arrive at a secluded mountain monastery which turns out to be the home of a powerful master Zhenyuan and an ancient and magical ginseng tree. As usual, the travelers’ search for a nice hot meal and a place to sleep quickly turns into a disaster. Zhenyuan has gone away for a few days and has left his two youngest disciples in charge. They welcome the travelers, but soon there are misunderstandings, arguments, battles in the sky, and before long the travelers are facing a powerful and extremely angry adversary, as well as mysterious magic fruits and a large frying pan full of hot oil. [Book 10]

Next, Tangseng and his band of disciples come upon a strange pagoda in a mountain forest. Inside they discover the fearsome Yellow Robed Monster who is living a quiet life with his wife and their two children. Unfortunately the monster has a bad habit of ambushing and eating travelers. The travelers find themselves drawn into a story of timeless love and complex lies as they battle for survival against the monster and his allies. [Book 11]

The travelers arrive at level Top Mountain and encounter their most powerful adversaries yet: Great King Golden Horn and his younger brother Great King Silver Horn. These two monsters, assisted by their elderly mother and hundreds of well-armed demons, attempt to capture and liquefy Sun Wukong, and eat the Tang monk and his other disciples. [Book 12]

Resuming their journey the monk and his disciples stop to rest at a mountain monastery in Black Rooster Kingdom. Tangseng is visited in a dream by someone claiming to be the ghost of a murdered king. Is he telling the truth or is he actually a demon in disguise? Sun Wukong offers to sort things out with his iron rod. But things do not go as planned. [Book 13]

Tangseng and his three disciples encounter a young boy hanging upside down from a tree. They rescue him only to discover that he is really Red Boy, a powerful and malevolent demon and, it turns out, Sun Wukong's nephew. The three disciples battle the demon but soon discover that he can produce deadly fire and smoke which nearly kills Sun Wukong. [Book 14]

Leaving Red Boy with the bodhisattva Guanyin, the travelers continue to the wild country west of China. They arrive at a strange city where Daoism is revered and Buddhism is forbidden. Sun Wukong gleefully causes trouble in the city, and finds himself in a series of deadly competitions with three Daoist Immortals. [Book 15]

Later, the travelers encounter a series of dangerous demons and monsters, including the Great Demon King who demands two human sacrifices each year, and a monster who uses a strange and powerful weapon to disarm and defeat the disciples. [Books 16 and 17]

Springtime comes and the travelers run into difficulties and temptations in a nation of women and girls. Tangseng and Zhu become pregnant after drinking from the Mother and Child River. Then Tangseng is kidnapped by a powerful female demon who takes him to her cave and tries to seduce him. [Book 18]

Continuing their journey, Tangseng has harsh words for the monkey king Sun Wukong. His pride hurt, Sun Wukong complains to the Bodhisattva Guanyin and asks to be released from his service to the monk. She refuses his request. This leads to a case of mistaken identity and an earthshaking battle. Then the travelers find their path blocked by a huge blazing mountain eight hundred miles wide. Tangseng refuses to go around it, so Sun Wukong must discover why the mountain is burning and how they can cross it. [Books 19 and 20]

Three years after an evil rainstorm of blood covers a city and defiles a beautiful Buddhist monastery, Tangseng and his three disciples arrive. This leads to an epic underwater confrontation with the All Saints Dragon King and his family. And later, Tangseng is trapped in a vast field of brambles by a group of poetry loving but extremely dangerous nature spirits. [Book 21]

Later, Tangseng sees a sign, “Small Thunderclap Monastery,” and foolishly thinks they have reached their goal. Sun Wukong sees through the illusion, but the false Buddha in the monastery traps him between two gold cymbals and plans to kill his companions. Escaping that, the travelers find their path blocked by a giant snake and a huge pile of slimy and foul-smelling rotting fruit. [Book 22] 

Continuing on their journey, they meet the king of Scarlet Purple Kingdom. The king is gravely ill, sick with grief over the loss of one of his wives who was abducted by a nearby demon king. Sun Wukong pretends to be a doctor and attempts to cure the king with a treatment not found in any medical textbook. Then he goes to rescue the imprisoned queen, leading to an earth-shaking confrontation with the demon king. [Book 23]

Tangseng goes alone to beg some food at the home of some beautiful and seemingly gentle young women. He soon finds out that they are far from gentle. Trapped in their web, he waits to be cooked and eaten while his three disciples attempt to rescue him by confronting the spider demons, a horde of biting insects, and a mysterious Daoist alchemist. [Book 24]

Later, the travelers meet a trio of powerful demons: a blue-haired lion, an old yellow-tusked elephant, and a huge terrifying bird called Great Peng. They try but fail to defeat the three demons. Finally, with nowhere else to turn, Sun Wukong goes to Spirit Mountain to beg help from the Buddha himself. [Book 25]

Tangseng and his disciples arrive at the capital of Bhiksu Kingdom and learn that it’s been renamed “Boytown” because over a thousand little boys have been locked in cages in front of their homes. When they learn what fate awaits these children, Sun Wukong arranges to get them safely out of the city. Then he and the others unravel a plot devised by two demons who, disguised as a Daoist master and his lovely daughter, have beguiled the king. They must defeat the demon, release the king from his spell, and save the children. [Book 26]
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第80章

Dì 80 Zhāng

我亲爱的孩子，在昨晚的故事中，我给你讲了另一个关于佛教和尚唐僧和他的三个徒弟的故事。在他们去西方的长长的旅途上，他们发现他们在比丘王国。在那里，他们看到一千多名小孩子被困在笼子里。他们只能和一个想要伤害孩子的邪恶魔鬼战斗。四位游人打败了魔鬼，救了孩子们。然后他们继续西游向印度走去。

Wǒ qīn'ài de háizi, zài zuó wǎn de gùshì zhōng, wǒ gěi nǐ jiǎng le lìng yígè guānyú fójiào héshang Tángsēng hé tā de sān gè túdì de gùshì. Zài tāmen qù xīfāng de cháng cháng de lǚtú shàng, tāmen fāxiàn tāmen zài Bǐqiū Wángguó. Zài nàlǐ, tāmen kàndào yìqiān duō míng xiǎo háizi bèi kùn zài lóngzi lǐ. Tāmen zhǐ néng hé yígè xiǎng yào shānghài háizi de xié'è móguǐ zhàndòu. Sì wèi yóurén dǎbài le móguǐ, jiù le háizimen. Ránhòu tāmen jìxù xīyóu xiàng Yìndù zǒu qù.

冬天变成了春天，春天变成了夏天。天气很暖，可以看到不同颜色的花朵。

Dōngtiān biàn chéng le chūntiān, chūntiān biàn chéng le xiàtiān. Tiānqì hěn nuǎn, kěyǐ kàndào bùtóng yánsè de huāduǒ.

有一天，他们看到这条路被一座高山挡住了。唐僧说，“徒弟们，我们一定要小心，这山上可能有妖怪精。”

Yǒu yìtiān, tāmen kàndào zhè tiáo lù bèi yízuò gāoshān dǎngzhù le. Tángsēng shuō, “Túdìmen, wǒmen yídìng yào xiǎoxīn, zhè sh
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