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Numbers and Symbols 

"As-Is" 

	(Finance) Term used to represent the current system and processes before the new system and revised processes are implemented. 


A 

A (Account Assignment Category) 

	(Finance) Code used to identify the type of cost object that will receive the cost of the line item. For example, cost centers, internal orders, or grant numbers. 


ABAP 

	(Finance) A dvanced B usiness A pplication P rogramming. ABAP is a computer programming language that SAP supports. ABAP can be used to create, display, and print custom reports. 


Activity Type 

Amount 

	(Finance) Indicates the value of the line item of an accounting document. 


Amount (USD) 

	(Finance) Indicates the value of the line item of an accounting document. 


Amount in doc.curr. 

	(Finance) Line item amount in document currency. 


ASAP 

	(Finance) A standard methodology for implementing and continually optimizing SAP software efficiently. 


Asset 

	(Finance) The asset number internally assigned by SAP to track the asset. 


Asset main no. text 

Authorizations 

	(Finance) In the SAP system each user has an authorization (or security) profile that is based on his/her role. Authorizations allow users to run transactions and view data. 


B 

BAPI 

	(Finance) Business Application Programming Interface. 


BASIS 

	(Finance) BASIS is a set of middleware programs and tools from SAP that provides the base (hence the name) that enables SAP applications to operate seamlessly across operating systems and databases. It is also the technical area responsible for the setup and ongoing maintenance of the client landscape within SAP. 


Best Practices 

	(Finance) A term used to identify a set of standard practices or procedures that have proved to be highly effective in similar situations. 


Business Area 

	(Finance) An organizational unit or entity that requires audited financial statements for external use. Examples: Northern Kentucky University, Northern Kentucky University Foundation, Inc. 


Business Blueprint 

	(Finance) The second phase of the ASAP Roadmap. It focuses on documenting the business process requirements of the institution and combining them with the SAP functionality in order to prepare a Business Blueprint document. In short, Business Blueprint translates As Is to To Be . 


Business Process 

	(Finance) A group or series of activities by which inputs are turned to outputs that provide a benefit. 


Business Process Procedure (BPP) 

	(Finance) A detailed, step-by-step description of an SAP transaction. It should indicate all significant options and may include screen images and icons. 


Business Warehouse (BW) 

	(Finance) Business Information Warehouse. BW is a reporting database in SAP that enables business users to generate queries and reports. 


C 

Chart of Accounts 

	(Finance) A classification scheme for general ledger accounts. A chart of accounts provides a framework for the recording of values to ensure an orderly rendering of accounting data. SAP examples: 200001 - Accounts Payable, 462430 - Recycling Proceeds, 550005 - Supplies - Office 


City 

	(Finance) The specified city for the mailing address. 


CO 

	(Finance) The Controlling Application/Module within the SAP. 


Commitment Item 

	(Finance) Commitment Items represent budget classifications of revenues and expenditures in the Funds Management (FM) Module. Commitment items are linked to the G/L account in FI and cost elements in CO and sponsored classes in the Grants Management (GM) Module. With this link, transactions posted to the G/L account or revenue or cost elements are automatically posted to FM. Commitment items can also be arranged in a multi-level hierarchy where the top nodes are defined for reporting and/or controlling levels. SAP Examples: 460020 - Late Registration Fee, 550000 - Operating Pool, 550005 - Supplies Office 


Company Code 

	(Finance) The highest organizational unit of financial accounting for which a complete self-contained set of accounts can be drawn up for purposes of external reporting. All NKU entities will fall under one company code (NK01). 


Configuration 

	(Finance) The way a computer or network is set up, including both hardware and software. Also refers to the process of customizing built-in SAP features, options, tables, edit rules, screen layouts and messages to meet the requirements of NKU. 


Controlling Area 

	(Finance) An organizational unit within a company, used to represent a closed system for cost accounting purposes. All NKU entities will fall under one controlling area (NK01). 


Conversion 

	(Finance) The process of converting (transferring and reformatting) data from one system to another. During data conversion, the data fields are "mapped" from the old system to the new system. 


Cost center 

	(Finance) An organizational unit within a controlling area that represents a clearly delimited location where revenue and costs occur. Organizational divisions can be based on functional requirements, allocation criteria, physical location and/or responsibility for costs. SAP examples: Academic Advising Resource Center - 243010001, Baseball - 273040010 


Cost Center Group 

	(Finance) A hierarchical group of cost centers defined and organized according to selected criteria. (also see Funds Center Group). It can be any group of cost centers used for reporting aggregated data. Example: Women's Sports, Chase College of Law, Chemistry 


Cost Element 

	(Finance) A cost element classifies the organization's expenses within a cost object (Examples: cost center or internal order). A cost element corresponds to a commitment item in FM and the G/L account in FI. SAP Examples - State Appropriation General - 470010, Travel in State - 550905 


Cost Object 

	(Finance) A generic term referring to both cost centers and internal orders. 


Country 

	(Finance) The specified country for the mailing address. 


Currency/rate 

	(Finance) Monetary unit; The currency of the entity processing transactions. 


D 

Data Repository 

	(Finance) A computer storage area or system for storing high volumes of data, documents, diagrams, etc., and retrieving them on demand. 


Deliverables 

	(Finance) The output resulting from the completion of a major activity. PRISM will produce a number of deliverables including a Business Blueprint and, of course, the final configured SAP system. 


Delivery Date 

	(Finance) The requested or desired delivery date on the purchase document. 


Des.Vendor 

	(Finance) Vendor of choice. 


Description 

	(Finance) Text to identify and characterize an object or activity. 


Distribution 

	(Finance) Distribution indicator for multiple account assignment. Indicates how the quantity and value of this purchase order item are apportioned among the individual account assignment items. 


Doc.text 

	(Finance) Short text further identifying the document. 


Document number 

	(Finance) The unique identification value assigned to a business event as it is processed in SAP; the system automatically creates and assigns document numbers as each document is posted. Manual assigning of document numbers is not possible. 


Document type 

	(Finance) Key that identifies to which group of documents this document will be assigned; Documents of the same type contain common information which is relevant to posting and updating of the value fields in the database. 


E 

Earmarked funds 

	(Finance) Funds that are used to reserve portions of a budget for expected outgoings or incomings. 


End users 

	(Finance) Those individuals who use SAP to carry out their duties and responsibilities. 


Enhancement 

	(Finance) In SAP-speak, an enhancement refers to a custom program that is written to enhance the functionality of the SAP system. 


Enterprise 

	(Finance) Typically a large business organization, but in this context referring to the entire group of staff, faculty, and students that will use the new systems. 


Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) System 

	(Finance) E nterprise R esource P lanning. ERP refers to a category of software packages that are designed to integrate functions across an organization onto a single computer system. 


External order number 

F 

FI 

	(Finance) The Financial Accounting application in SAP. 


Final Preparation 

	(Finance) The fourth phase of the ASAP Roadmap; involves getting the system and the institution ready for going live. All activities from previous phases are consolidated. End-user training is conducted and assessed. Final preparation includes final system testing and the preparation necessary for the increased number of users that will be accessing the system. 


Fiscal Year 

	(Finance) The 12 month period beginning July 1 and running through June 30 of the following year for which the University (and the Commonwealth of Kentucky) administers budgets and measures financial results. For example, Fiscal Year 2005(FY2005 or FY05) began July 1, 2004 and ended June 30, 2005. 


FM 

	(Finance) The Funds Management application in SAP. This is the component of Public Sector Management (PSM) developed to account for the budgeting of all relevant revenues and expenditures for individual areas of responsibility and the control of future funds movement according to a distributed budget. 


FM Area 

	(Finance) An organizational unit which plans, controls and monitors funds and commitment budgets. All NKU entities will fall under one FM Area (NK01). 


Functional Area 

	(Finance) A master data element that is maintained within the Funds Management (FM) Module. It is used in FI to classify revenues and expenditures of an organization by function. Functional area is often referred to as mission. The functional area will be derived from the cost center or internal order. Examples: Instruction, Academic Support and Research 


Fund 

	(Finance) A separate and distinct fiscal/accounting object containing a self-balancing set of accounts used to budget and control costs and to identify source and use of funding. Financial data will be separated by Funds so that certain activities can be performed or objectives achieved in accordance with special regulations, restrictions, or limitations. Fund is not hierarchical. SAP Example: 0111000100 - NKU Unrestricted Current Fund 


––––––––

Funded Program 

	(Finance) Funded program enables an organization to record budget, control postings, and monitor the performance of internal projects; it can vary from simple activities to complex projects and can cross fiscal years, funding sources, and organizational units. Funded program tracks budget for non-recurring projects or programs that are funded by multiple fund centers. The University will set up Funded Programs for all capital construction projects and internal awards. Funded program should provide a level of detail that will allow appropriate budgetary control and internal/external management information. It provides the means to budget internal orders. 


Funds Center 

	(Finance) An organizational unit within the Funds Management (FM) Module. Budgeting will be done at the funds center level. Funds Centers have a one-to-one relationship with cost centers. SAP Example: Economics and Finance (funds center) - 236020001, Economics and Finance (cost center) - 236020001 


Funds Center Group 

	(Finance) Funds centers can be grouped together to form funds center groups (not necessarily hierarchical). Funds center groups will be used to provide the organizational structure for reporting information from the SAP system. 


Funds Management Area 

	(Finance) The financial management area is an organizational unit within accounting which structures the business organization from the perspective of Cash Budget Management and Funds Management. All NKU entities will fall under one funds management area (NK01). 
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