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To my wife who is so much a part of Christ’s blessing to me.

This book is written for anyone seeking the blessing of Christ.

He wants you blessed, and so do I.

Scripture taken from the New King James Version.

Copyright 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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The Path of Blessing
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Christ redeemed us “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith",
Galatians chapter three and verse fourteen.

Abraham, two thousand years before Christ, discovered how to be blessed by God.  God made Abraham personally successful.  God also blessed Abraham by speaking historic promises to him.  God had Abraham's faith proven through difficult tests, and Abraham believed God each time.  There is a way to be blessed by God, and Abraham found that path.  It is the path of blessing others.

The path of blessing that Abraham walked can be summarized in God’s own words to Abraham.  First, "I will bless you".  That is, God's general benevolence comes with special grace to an individual.  Secondly, "you shall be a blessing."  Thus, God's grace flows out from that individual to all around.  Thirdly, "I will multiply you".  God's blessing on that individual contributes to the great stream of His general benevolence to everyone.  God's blessing on each of us is related to His purpose and plan for each one of us, but His blessing on us also relates to our particular place in the plan God has for all humanity.  Christ’s blessing on you makes you significant.

For our individual life to become so great a blessing requires greater power than is possessed by any single person.  Human capacity to receive God's blessing is too limited to accommodate the very large multiplication of blessing which He intends to accomplish through each one of us.  We must have Christ’s Holy Spirit to empower God's dream for us.  As Abraham’s blessing comes into our life, and as we begin to cooperate with God’s plan, then everything necessary to accomplish that plan also comes into our life through the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is that person in the Triune God who is present with us to conform us each to Christ, and who also works in us as a group to accomplish God’s great purpose in Christ of redemption for this planet.

Our theme verse above tells us that all nations are allowed to walk Abraham's path.  God told Abraham from the start that the blessing was for everyone.  This is stated in Genesis chapter twelve, verse three, "And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  It is God's desire to bless everybody in all nations.  By bringing His blessing through one man, God ensured that His blessing is available to any other one man.  It is clear that God intends to bless the entire planet one person at a time.

Genesis chapter twelve, verse two ends with the statement to Abraham, "And you shall be a blessing."  Then verse three says, "In you all the families" shall be blessed.  In order to be blessed by God, Abraham had to bless others.  No one is allowed to be blessed who will not be a blessing.  This is part of the path of blessing, and it is a critically important part of the blessing of Abraham.  God's blessings are always for everybody.  When the blessing comes to us, it is so that we can be a blessing to others.  God intends to bless the entire planet through each person He blesses.  No one is a better illustration of this than Jesus Christ, the seed of Abraham.  In fact, the Lord Jesus is such a blessing that Abraham's blessing comes to us only through Him.

God anointed the Lord Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power.  Jesus then began to impact the world around Him by healing disease and by breaking the hold that Satan had on the culture of His time.  Jesus Christ preached personal accountability and repentance.  He turned us from our sins by both paying the judgment against our sins by dying on the cross, and by changing us with His gospel and His Spirit.  When we believe God as did Abraham then the blessing that fell on Abraham falls on us through Jesus.  Jesus is the son of God and Lord of all.  But in order to be Lord of all, He must bless all.  He has fulfilled that requirement so perfectly that the Lord Jesus is now the source and fountain of all blessing.  The apostle Paul put it this way in Galatians chapter three, verse sixteen, "Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made.  He does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but as of one, "And to your Seed," who is Christ."

Abraham’s faith in God was focused on the reality of Jesus Christ even though he never knew Him as Jesus.  Abraham understood and believed that God’s promise was to be fulfilled through his descendants in the future.  Furthermore, when he and his wife, Sarah, miraculously had a son in their old age, God informed Abraham that the seed God had promised would be reckoned through this child, Isaac.  Abraham understood this to such a degree that he prayed for a blessing also on Ishmael, his firstborn son.  God understood his feelings and granted his request.  All the descendants of Abraham have a divine blessing on them.  But, God’s Son, Jesus Christ, is through Isaac.

Now, God put Abraham through a test that further clarified the issue of Christ.  He demanded that Abraham sacrifice Isaac to Him.  Here was an impasse.  Not only was human sacrifice wrong, but only Isaac was left to Abraham because God had already commanded Abraham to send Ishmael away due to the jealousy between his wife and his concubine, Ishmael’s mother.  Curiously, this rivalry contributed to the accomplishment of God’s plan to bless everyone through only one which is an essential component of the path of blessing.  Then, when no one was left but Isaac, God demanded he be killed.  Abraham proceeded to obey, but God stopped him and provided a ram caught in a thicket instead.  That God would bring a substitute sacrifice was the further clarification of the issue of Christ.  Abraham was made to see that we cannot save ourselves from the impasse of sin, but that God would devise a way to save us.  Abraham saw that and rejoiced.  Jesus, the son of Abraham and the Son of God, is that way of salvation.

Just as Abraham found his faith in his savior, so we also enter Abraham’s path of blessing through believing in God’s savior, Jesus Christ.  We are in no position to seek another way other than what God has already provided by sacrificing His only Son.  Life and death hung on Abraham’s decision to offer up the ram in the thicket instead of Isaac.  Some have accused Abraham of having a psychotic episode in this sacrifice drama, and Abraham would probably agree that he wondered if he was crazy.  But, it is trying to devise our own escape from mankind’s existential impasse that is irrational. Taking God’s way out is the act of a sane person.

There is no path of blessing outside of Jesus Christ.  He is, as He said, the way, the truth, and the life.  Through Him, not only can we be blessed, but also we can become a blessing.
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