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Off to School 




N 




ine-year-old Bobby Dean was flying 




through the air on a carpet made entirely 




out of musical notes! To steer it, all he had to do 




was sing. A high note would make the carpet soar 




high above the clouds. A low note would have 




him skipping just above the trees. And if he sang 




a scale, he would loop-the-loop! It was amazing! 




Well, it was, until something pink and covered in 




slobbery drool fell out of the sky and donked him 




on his head. 
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Bobby peeled open his eyes. Sitting on his chest was 




a scruffy ginger dog, an enormous pink tongue 




lolling out of its mouth. 




‘Hi Ruff!’ Bobby yawned. ‘Time to get up?’ 




Ruffian was Bobby’s best friend. He barked and 




wagged his tail. 




Bobby sat up and Ruffian jumped off the bed. On a 




chair by the wall, Bobby spotted his new school 




uniform and his enormous school bag. His stomach 




did a flip. 




‘It’s my first day at school today, Ruff,’ he said. 




‘Exciting, right?’ 
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Ruffian cocked his head to one side then rested a 




large paw on Bobby’s knee. 




‘Yeah, I’m a bit nervous,’ Bobby said, convinced 




that his hairy pal could understand every word he 




said. ‘But I’ll be OK.’ 




Bobby had been homeschooled on his parents’ 




farm, away from the rest of the world, but had now 




decided that he wanted to make new friends. 




‘This is a very grown-up decision,’ Bobby’s dad, 




Mr Dean, had said. ‘Well done, Bobby!’ 




‘We’re very proud,’ Bobby’s mum, Mrs Dean, had 




said. ‘Now, what about some pie?’ 




Bobby’s mum always – ALWAYS – provided him 




with amazing food. ‘One day, you’ll shoot up so 




tall!’ she would say. ‘And it will be because of this 




marvellous chutney I’ve just made, I promise!’ Or 




she would say, ‘One day, you will be so strong! 




And it will be thanks to my tremendous 




meatloaf!’ 




The rich smell of bacon, eggs and mushrooms 




slipped into the room. 




‘Hungry?’ Bobby asked Ruffian. 
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The dog answered by 




thumping his tail on the floor. 




‘First one there gets an extra 




sausage!’ Bobby laughed and Ruffian 




zipped out of the bedroom, 




Bobby chasing after. 




Racing into the kitchen, Bobby was confronted with 




great clouds of steam, the overwhelming delicious 




aroma of scrummy food, and the sound of his mum 




singing. Bobby didn’t join in. 




‘Morning, Bean!’ Bobby’s 




mum said, calling him by 




the nickname she had 




given him when he 




was a baby, because he 




had been so small. 




Then she scrunched 




up her nose. She was 




a short woman with a big 




smile and rosy cheeks. 
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‘Hmm,’ she said, ‘not singing today . . . You must 




be a little nervous about school. Breakfast will sort 




you out!’ 




Bobby tried to smile, but as he sat down his 




stomach did a little twist. Ruffian sat beside him 




and, once again, rested a paw on Bobby’s knee. 




‘Nervous is good!’ Bobby’s dad said. He was a 




tall man with large hands and a beard that looked 




like a bird’s nest. 




‘Is it?’ asked Bobby. 
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‘Of course!’ Bobby’s mum said. ‘It means you’re 




off on a new adventure! And you can’t have a new 




adventure without being a little nervous, can you?’ 




Bobby shook his head. ‘I suppose not, no.’ 




‘Of course you can’t!’ Bobby’s mum said. ‘And 




singing always helps if you’re feeling iffy for any 




reason at all, always remember that. Don’t ever forget 




your voice, Bobby Bean! It’s a little bit like magic!’ 




‘Not if I sing, it isn’t,’ Bobby’s dad said. ‘I sound 




like a blocked drain!’ 




Everyone laughed. 




Bobby’s mum plonked down onto the table the 




biggest breakfast Bobby had ever seen – which 




was saying something, because Bobby’s mum had 




made him some whoppers in her time! Bobby 




peered over the mountain of deliciousness at 




his mum. 




‘I made extra because it’s a special 




day!’ she said. ‘Sausage, eggs, bacon, 




mushrooms, fried bread, beans, fried 




potatoes. And a large glass of homemade 




milkshake!’ 
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‘Not sure there’s enough on that plate,’ Bobby’s 




dad laughed. ‘I mean, I can actually still 




see some of the plate.’ 




‘He’s a growing boy,’ said 




Bobby’s mum. ‘He won’t 




always be a little bean, you know. 




Some day, we’ll wake up, and 




he’ll be a beanstalk, taller 




than all of us! And you 




know why?’ 




‘Do tell,’ said Bobby’s dad. 




‘Because of this very breakfast, that’s why! 




And the roast we had yesterday. That as well, 




obviously. And my jam. That’s very 




special.’ 




‘This is true,’ Bobby’s dad replied, 




winking at Bobby, ‘but I don’t think he 




has to do all of his growing in one go, 




do you?’ 
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After breakfast, Bobby walked down the lane from 




the farm to the road to wait for the school bus. 




Sitting by his side, Ruffian stared up at him, his tail 




thumping up a little tornado of dust. 




‘No dogs allowed in school, pal,’ said Bobby, his 




voice wobbling a little. ‘Especially scruffy 




barking-mad ones, like you! Off you go back to the 




farm, and I’ll see you later, yeah?’ Ruffian nuzzled 




into Bobby’s 




legs. Bobby 




squatted down 




and gave the 




dog a massive 




squeezy hug. 




‘Love you, 




Ruff,’ 




Bobby said, then off the dog ran, back down the 




lane, to where Bobby could see his mum and dad 




still watching from the house. 




He waved, to show them he was brave, but it 




didn’t stop his legs feeling like jelly. 
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‘You can do this, Bobby Dean!’ he muttered to 




himself. ‘You can do this!’ 




Then, from somewhere down 




the lane, Bobby heard music 




and the clattering rattle of the 




old school bus. 
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Legin’s Bouncy Bus 




B 




obby stepped back as the bouncing school bus 




slowed to a stop. The door squeaked open. 




Sitting behind the wheel was a man with long black 




hair and a long black beard. He was wearing a huge 




black, red, yellow and green cap, 




a black leather jacket and ripped 




jeans. Bobby thought his 




bright green dark glasses 




made him look really cool. 




‘Hello, Bobby Dean!’ the 




driver beamed. ‘My name’s 




Legin. You like reggae music?’ 
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‘Yes,’ Bobby nodded, having never heard anything 




like it before in his life. 




‘Well come on up, then!’ Legin cheered. ‘And get 




yourself into the fun bus!’ 




Bobby lifted a foot, then 




hesitated. He glanced back down 




the lane to his house. His parents 




were there still, Ruffian with 




them. They waved and he waved 




back. 




‘Be quick now,’ Legin laughed, 




‘because this next track is jumpin’, 




little man!’ 




Bobby climbed up into the bus and for a moment 




it felt like the music was lifting him. He glanced up 




the bus at a sea of new faces, then quickly took his 




seat behind Legin. 




‘Feel the rhythm, feel the rhyme, stay in your 




seats, it’s schooling time!’ Legin bellowed over the 




music. Everyone cheered! Well, everyone except 




Bobby. 




‘I’ll just pretend I’m invisible,’ he thought, and 
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