
	 

	 

	 

	Serial Killer Autopsy

	 

	Pedro López, The Monster of the Andes

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	J.F. Nealon



	




	Copyright and Legal Disclaimer

	Copyright Notice

	Copyright © 2025

	All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.

	Legal Disclaimer and Important Notices

	FACTUAL ACCURACY AND RESEARCH

	This book is a work of non-fiction based on extensive research including court documents, trial transcripts, police reports, psychiatric evaluations, news archives, interviews, and previously published accounts. Every effort has been made to ensure factual accuracy. However, the author and publisher acknowledge that:

	
	● Some details remain disputed or unclear in the historical record

	● Different sources occasionally provide conflicting accounts of events

	● Psychiatric and psychological interpretations represent professional opinions, not absolute facts

	● Some information is based on statements by Pedro López, who was demonstrably unreliable and manipulative



	Where conflicts exist in the source material, the author has noted discrepancies or chosen the most credible account based on corroborating evidence.

	NOT LEGAL OR MEDICAL ADVICE

	This book is intended for informational and educational purposes only. It does not constitute:

	
	● Legal advice or legal opinion

	● Medical or psychiatric diagnosis or treatment recommendations

	● Professional counseling or therapeutic guidance

	● Law enforcement training or operational protocols



	Readers requiring legal advice, mental health services, or professional counseling should consult qualified professionals licensed in their jurisdiction.

	CONTENT WARNING

	This book contains detailed discussion of:

	
	● Multiple homicides and violent crimes

	● Sexual assault and abuse

	● Graphic crime scene descriptions

	● Disturbing psychological content



	While the author has attempted to present this material with clinical distance and respect for victims, the subject matter is inherently disturbing. This book may not be appropriate for all readers. Reader discretion is strongly advised.

	VICTIMS AND FAMILIES

	The utmost respect has been given to the victims of Pedro López's crimes and their families. Every effort has been made to:

	
	● Honor victims' memories by presenting them as individuals, not statistics

	● Avoid gratuitous detail about suffering

	● Center victims' experiences rather than glorifying the perpetrator

	● Respect families' privacy to the extent possible while documenting public record



	The author acknowledges that no amount of careful treatment can fully address the trauma experienced by victims' families, and that even respectful coverage may cause pain to those affected.

	NO ENDORSEMENT OF VIOLENCE

	This book in no way endorses, glorifies, or excuses violence, murder, or criminal behavior. The detailed examination of Pedro López's crimes and psychology serves educational purposes, to understand criminal behavior, improve prevention efforts, honor victims, and learn from systemic failures. Any reader who interprets this work as glorifying violence has fundamentally misunderstood its purpose.

	PUBLIC FIGURES AND PRIVACY

	This book discusses public figures, including law enforcement officials, attorneys, judges, psychiatric experts, and others involved in the investigation, prosecution, and adjudication of this case. These individuals are identified because their roles are matters of public record and historical significance. Their inclusion should not be interpreted as criticism of their character except where specific documented actions are analyzed.

	PSYCHIATRIC AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CONTENT

	Discussions of mental illness, personality disorders, and psychological pathology in this book are based on:

	
	● Published psychiatric evaluations conducted during legal proceedings

	● Expert testimony given at trial

	● Research by forensic psychologists and criminologists

	● The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) criteria current at the time



	The author emphasizes that:

	
	● Mental illness does not cause criminal behavior

	● Most people with mental health conditions are not violent

	● Personality disorders exist on a spectrum

	● Psychiatric diagnosis is complex and sometimes contentious

	● The link between childhood trauma and adult violence is not deterministic



	This book should not contribute to stigmatization of people with mental health conditions.

	FAIR USE AND ATTRIBUTION

	Quotations from court transcripts, police reports, psychiatric evaluations, and other official documents are included under fair use provisions of copyright law for purposes of commentary, criticism, and historical documentation.

	NO PROFIT TO PERPETRATOR

	Neither Pedro López nor his estate receives any financial benefit from this book. 

	LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

	The author and publisher shall not be liable for any loss, damage, or injury arising from use of information contained in this book, including but not limited to emotional distress, triggering of trauma responses, or misapplication of information presented.

	FINAL NOTICE

	By reading this book, you acknowledge that you have read and understood this disclaimer and agree to its terms. 

	 

	 


Table of Contents

	PART I: ORIGINS OF A MONSTER

	Chapter 1

	The Broken Beginning (1948-1957)

	Chapter 2

	The Street Years (1957-1969)

	Chapter 3

	The Making of a Predator

	PART II: THE KILLING SPREE

	Chapter 4

	Peru - The Beginning (1969-1978)

	Chapter 5

	Colombia - Escalation (1978-1979)

	Chapter 6

	Ecuador - The Final Chapter (1979-1980)

	Chapter 7

	Capture - A Flood and a Failed Abduction

	PART III: INSIDE THE MIND

	Chapter 8

	The Confession

	Chapter 9

	The Psychology of Pedro López

	Chapter 10

	Understanding the Monster

	PART IV: JUSTICE AND AFTERMATH

	Chapter 11

	The Trial and Sentencing

	Chapter 12

	Prison and "Treatment"

	Chapter 13

	The Vanishing

	PART V: VICTIMS AND LEGACY

	Chapter 14

	The Forgotten Victims

	Chapter 15

	Systemic Failures

	Chapter 16

	The Monster of the Andes - Cultural Impact

	PART VI: ANALYSIS AND REFLECTION

	Chapter 17

	Comparative Analysis

	Chapter 18

	Prevention and Protection

	Chapter 19

	The Unanswered Questions

	

	 

	

PART I: ORIGINS OF A MONSTER
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	The Broken Beginning (1948-1957)

	 

	 

	 


The boy who would become known as the Monster of the Andes drew his first breath in 1948, in the mountainous Tolima department of Colombia, during one of the most violent periods in his nation's history. Pedro Alonso López entered a world already soaked in blood, a country tearing itself apart in a conflict that would claim over 200,000 lives and displace millions more. This period, known simply as La Violencia, saw Colombia descend into a brutal civil war between Conservative and Liberal factions, with rural communities caught in the crossfire. It was a time when life held little value, when bodies littered roadsides, and when orphaned children wandered the countryside in growing numbers.

	Into this chaos, Pedro López was born as the seventh of thirteen children to Benilda López de Castenada, a woman whose life had been shaped by the same poverty and violence that gripped the nation. His mother worked as a prostitute in the small town of Tolima, one of countless women forced into sex work by economic desperation and the collapse of rural Colombian society. The identity of Pedro's father remains uncertain, possibly one of Benilda's clients, possibly unknown even to her. In the López household, paternity was largely irrelevant. What mattered was survival, and in a home with thirteen mouths to feed and a mother whose work brought in barely enough to keep them alive, survival was never guaranteed.

	The López home, if it could be called that, was a cramped dwelling where privacy was impossible and hunger was constant. Pedro would later describe his early childhood as one of persistent neglect, where affection was a luxury no one could afford and discipline came swiftly and brutally. Benilda López, exhausted by the demands of feeding her children and servicing clients, had little patience for misbehavior. Beatings were common, food was scarce, and the children learned early that the world owed them nothing.

	But it was not the poverty or the beatings that would prove most damaging to the young Pedro López. It was what he witnessed in that house, night after night, that would plant the seeds of something far darker.

	The Witness

	Pedro was eight years old when the incident occurred that would, by his own account, shatter what remained of his childhood innocence. The details vary slightly depending on which interview or confession one consults, but the core narrative remains consistent, the young boy witnessed his mother engaged in sexual acts with clients in their home. For a child already living in conditions of severe neglect and deprivation, this exposure to explicit sexuality proved psychologically catastrophic.

	Child development experts understand that premature exposure to sexual content, particularly when witnessed in the context of a parent, can profoundly disturb a child's psychological development. The home, which should represent safety and appropriate boundaries, instead became a site of confusion, fear, and inappropriate arousal. For Pedro, the line between normal familial relationships and sexual transactions became blurred at an age when his understanding of sexuality was not yet formed.

	According to López's own later statements, he attempted to touch one of his younger sisters inappropriately, mimicking what he had seen his mother do with men. When Benilda discovered this, her reaction was immediate and absolute. She beat him severely and then expelled him from the home. He was eight years old, illiterate, and had never traveled beyond the immediate vicinity of Tolima. She sent him into the streets with nothing, no money, no belongings, no guidance. In Benilda's moral calculus, shaped by her own brutal existence, she had done what was necessary to protect her daughters. She could not have known she was creating something far more dangerous than a confused child.

	The expulsion from his home represents the crucial turning point in Pedro López's life story. Had intervention occurred at this moment, had there been social services, foster care, or any institutional safety net to catch a traumatized eight-year-old boy the trajectory of his life might have been different. But this was rural Colombia in 1957, in the aftermath of La Violencia, in a region where the government barely functioned and social services were nonexistent. Pedro López was one of thousands of street children, and his fate interested no one.

	The Streets of Bogotá

	Somehow, the eight-year-old Pedro made his way from Tolima to Bogotá, Colombia's capital city. Whether he walked, hitched rides, or hopped freight trains is unknown. What is certain is that he arrived in a city of nearly one million people, where thousands of children like him already lived in the streets, surviving through theft, begging, and prostitution.

	1950s Bogotá was a city of stark contrasts. The wealthy lived in comfortable homes in the northern districts, while the poor crowded into southern slums that sprawled across hillsides in ramshackle constructions of wood, tin, and cardboard. Street children were everywhere, particularly in the city center and market districts. They slept in doorways, under bridges, in abandoned buildings. They formed loose gangs for protection and pooled resources for survival. The police largely ignored them unless they became too bold in their thefts, and then punishment was swift and brutal.

	Pedro López learned to survive in this environment. He stole food from market stalls, picked pockets, and begged from pedestrians. He was small for his age, which made him less threatening to potential victims but also more vulnerable to older street children and adults who preyed upon the young and defenseless. He slept in alleys, huddled with other children for warmth in Bogotá's cool mountain nights. He learned to trust no one, to sleep with one eye open, to fight for every scrap.

	But the streets of Bogotá held dangers far beyond hunger and cold.

	The First Assault

	Pedro López was still eight years old, having been on the streets for perhaps a matter of weeks or months, when he encountered an American couple who appeared to offer salvation. In multiple interviews conducted decades later, López described this encounter with remarkable detail, suggesting its profound impact on his psychological development.

	The man and woman approached him in a public area of Bogotá, possibly a park or market. They were well-dressed, appeared prosperous, and spoke Spanish with foreign accents. They expressed concern for the obviously homeless child and offered him food and shelter. For a boy who had been surviving on scraps and sleeping rough, the offer seemed like a miracle. He went with them willingly.

	They took him to their home, fed him a proper meal, and offered him a bed. For one night, Pedro López experienced what normal childhood might feel like, safety, warmth, a full stomach. But the following day, the man entered the room where Pedro slept and raped him.

	The sexual assault of a child is among the most severe forms of trauma a human being can experience. For Pedro López, already carrying the wounds of maternal rejection and premature sexual exposure, this violent assault represented a complete shattering of trust and safety. The adults who had promised protection had instead inflicted the most intimate violation possible. The experience taught him that kindness was a trap, that trust led to pain, that vulnerability was an invitation to assault.

	López's own descriptions of this assault, given in various interviews, are disturbing in their detachment. By the time he discussed these events as an adult, he had developed a psychological distance from the trauma, describing it almost as if it had happened to someone else. This dissociation is common among trauma survivors, particularly when the trauma occurs in childhood and is never processed through therapy or supportive relationships.

	What happened next is less clear. López claimed that he managed to escape from the couple's home and returned to the streets. He never reported the assault to police, what street child would trust the authorities? and he never saw the American couple again. Whether they were serial predators who targeted street children or opportunistic abusers, whether they remained in Colombia or fled the country, whether they victimized other children, these questions have no answers.

	What is certain is that Pedro López returned to the streets fundamentally changed. The assault had confirmed what his mother's rejection had suggested: the world was a place of violence and exploitation, adults were threats, and survival meant becoming hard, suspicious, and potentially violent oneself.

	The Formation of a Predator's Mind

	To understand how Pedro López transformed from a victimized child into one of history's most prolific serial killers, we must examine the psychological mechanisms that occur when severe childhood trauma goes untreated.

	The human brain is remarkably plastic during childhood, meaning it adapts to its environment in ways that maximize survival in that specific context. For a child living in constant threat, the brain develops hypervigilance, aggressive responses to perceived danger, and a diminished capacity for trust and emotional bonding. These are adaptive responses to a dangerous environment, but they become deeply maladaptive when the individual cannot form normal human relationships.

	López's early trauma occurred during critical periods of neurological and psychological development. From birth to age eight, he lived in conditions of severe neglect, witnessing inappropriate sexual behavior and experiencing emotional and physical abuse. The expulsion from his home during the crucial developmental window of middle childhood disrupted any attachment bonds that might have formed. The sexual assault in Bogotá occurred just as he was entering latency, the period when children typically develop more sophisticated social understanding and moral reasoning.

	Psychologist Dr. Lonnie Athens developed a theory of "violentization" that describes how individuals become capable of extreme violence through a four-stage process: brutalization, belligerency, violent performances, and virulency. López's childhood maps remarkably well onto Athens's model. The brutalization stage, experiencing and witnessing violence characterized his entire early childhood. The belligerency stage, developing a violent worldview and readiness to use violence emerged during his street years. The later stages would manifest in his adolescence and early adulthood.

	Additionally, López's premature exposure to sexuality, combined with the sexual assault he experienced, created what psychologists call a "traumatic sexualization." This occurs when sexuality becomes associated with violence, power, and pain rather than with intimacy and appropriate adult relationships. For López, sex and violence became fused in ways that would later manifest in his crimes.

	It is crucial to note that many children experience severe trauma without becoming violent criminals, let alone serial killers. López's path from victim to predator was not inevitable. However, he experienced an exceptionally severe combination of risk factors: biological vulnerability (possibly including genetic predispositions toward antisocial behavior), severe early trauma, complete lack of protective factors or positive adult relationships, continued victimization, and zero therapeutic intervention. He was, in effect, a perfect storm of criminogenic factors.

	The Lost Years

	The period from approximately ages eight to eighteen in Pedro López's life remains murky. He remained on the streets of Bogotá, surviving through petty crime and presumably through whatever other means were necessary. He received no formal education beyond perhaps the most basic literacy, though even this is uncertain. He had no legitimate employment, no stable housing, no adult guidance.

	What we know is that he survived, which itself is notable. Many street children did not. Disease, violence, exposure, and accidents claimed young lives regularly in the slums and streets of 1950s and 1960s Bogotá. That López survived into late adolescence suggests a certain ruthless competence, an ability to navigate danger, and perhaps a willingness to do whatever was necessary to continue living.

	Street children often form surrogate families with other homeless youth, creating bonds of loyalty and mutual protection. There is no evidence that López formed such bonds. In later interviews, he never mentioned friends from his street years, never described alliances or partnerships. This isolation is significant. Most humans, even in desperate circumstances, seek connection with others. López appears to have moved through his adolescent years as a solitary figure, trusting no one, forming no attachments.

	This inability or unwillingness to form human bonds is characteristic of severe attachment disorders and antisocial personality development. By adolescence, López had apparently concluded that other people were either threats or resources, but never companions or sources of genuine connection.

	The Teenage Criminal

	By his middle to late teens, López had graduated from petty theft to more serious crimes. The exact nature of these crimes is not fully documented, but he was eventually arrested and imprisoned in his late teens, around 1966 or 1967. The arrest represented his first significant contact with Colombia's criminal justice system, an institution that would prove entirely inadequate to address the psychological bomb that was Pedro López.

	Colombian prisons in the 1960s were brutal institutions characterized by overcrowding, violence, corruption, and sexual assault. Inmates were often left to create their own social hierarchies, with the strong preying upon the weak and prison guards intervening only when violence became too disruptive to ignore. For young, slight prisoners like López, these institutions were extraordinarily dangerous.

	Shortly after his imprisonment, López was gang-raped by a group of older inmates. The assault was violent and prolonged, a reassertion of the lesson he had learned as an eight-year-old on the streets of Bogotá: vulnerability invites violence, and the world is divided into predators and prey.

	But Pedro López at eighteen was different from the eight-year-old boy who had been assaulted a decade earlier. He had survived ten years on the streets. He had developed a capacity for violence and a willingness to use it. And most importantly, something fundamental had broken inside him, whatever capacity for empathy or moral restraint he might have possessed had been ground away by years of trauma and survival.

	According to López's own account, he fashioned a makeshift weapon and systematically hunted down and killed the three men who had raped him. Whether this account is true is impossible to verify, prison records from this period are incomplete or lost, and López was a known fabricator who sometimes exaggerated his violent history. However, the story is consistent with his psychological profile and with the conditions in Colombian prisons at the time.

	What is certain is that this period marked López's transformation from victim to predator. If the story is true, these would have been his first murders, acts of revenge that demonstrated both his capacity for lethal violence and his complete lack of remorse. If the story is false, it represents his desire to be seen as someone who could not be victimized, someone who had evolved beyond vulnerability into something dangerous.

	The Psychological Turning Point

	By the time Pedro López was released from prison, probably around 1969 when he was approximately twenty-one years old, he had become fully formed as a sociopath and potential serial killer. The transformation was complete.

	The child who had been expelled from his home had become a man who felt no connection to human society. The boy who had been sexually assaulted had become an individual for whom sexuality was inextricably linked with violence and dominance. The teenager who had survived on the streets had become an adult who viewed other humans as objects to be used or obstacles to be removed.

	Psychologists who have studied López's case note several key factors that distinguished him from other individuals with traumatic childhoods:

	First, the severity and repetitive nature of his trauma. He experienced not one traumatic event but a cascade of traumas across his entire developmental period, with no recovery time between incidents.

	Second, the complete absence of protective factors. He had no supportive adult relationships, no positive role models, no therapeutic interventions, no periods of safety or stability.

	Third, his apparent neurological and psychological makeup. While we cannot diagnose him retroactively with certainty, his behavior patterns suggest possible psychopathic traits that may have been present from birth and were amplified by environmental factors.

	Fourth, his gender. Male victims of sexual abuse, particularly when assaulted by other males, often experience profound confusion about sexuality and masculinity, sometimes responding by becoming hypersexualized or by seeking to dominate others sexually as a way of reclaiming power.

	Fifth, the cultural and temporal context. In 1960s Colombia, with its legacy of La Violencia, its weak institutions, and its vast populations of marginalized people, someone like López could move through society nearly invisible, untracked by authorities, free to develop increasingly deviant behavioral patterns.

	A Monster Prepared

	As the 1960s drew to a close, Pedro Alonso López emerged from prison and disappeared into the marginal spaces of Colombian society. He was twenty-one years old, functionally illiterate, without family connections, without legitimate employment prospects, without any stake in conventional society.

	He was also a time bomb.

	The boy who had been broken by trauma had rebuilt himself into something monstrous. The child who had been expelled for inappropriate sexual behavior had become a man with profoundly deviant sexual interests. The teenager who had been victimized had become an adult who understood that the weak and vulnerable made easy targets.

	What López did immediately after his release from prison is not fully documented. He moved around, possibly returned briefly to Tolima, possibly traveled to other parts of Colombia. He supported himself through petty crime and odd jobs. He began to refine his understanding of society's margins, of which populations were most vulnerable, of where he might operate with the least risk of detection.

	And he began to fantasize. In later interviews, López described the elaborate fantasy life that developed during this period. He thought constantly about young girls, about power and control, about inflicting the kind of pain that had been inflicted upon him. These were not fleeting thoughts but obsessive preoccupations that increasingly dominated his mental landscape.

	Serial killers do not emerge fully formed. There is typically a progression from fantasy to minor offenses to more serious crimes to murder. López's progression is not fully documented, but it certainly occurred. He likely committed sexual assaults that were never reported or investigated. He may have killed victims whose bodies were never discovered or whose deaths were not recognized as murders.

	By 1969, Pedro López was ready. The broken beginning had created a broken man, and that man was about to embark on a killing spree that would span three countries and claim hundreds of lives.

	The boy from Tolima was about to become the Monster of the Andes.

	The formation of a serial killer is never a simple process, never reducible to a single cause or moment. Pedro López's path from traumatized child to prolific murderer involved a toxic combination of factors: severe early trauma, sexual victimization, complete absence of support systems, possible neurological abnormalities, and a cultural context that rendered certain populations invisible and disposable. Understanding his origins does not excuse his crimes, but it does illuminate how society's failures to protect its most vulnerable children can create monsters that ultimately prey upon those same vulnerable populations. The tragedy of Pedro López is not just the lives he would take, but the life that might have been saved, both his own and those of his victims if intervention had occurred during the broken beginning.
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	The Street Years (1957-1969)

	 

	 


The twelve years Pedro Alonso López spent navigating the brutal underworld of Colombian street life would prove to be the crucible in which a damaged child was forged into a calculating predator. From age eight, when he was expelled from his mother's home, until his imprisonment around age eighteen, López existed in a shadow society that operated by rules fundamentally different from those of conventional civilization. These were the formative years that would shape not just his survival skills but his entire worldview, a perspective in which human life held no intrinsic value, vulnerability invited exploitation, and violence was the ultimate currency of power.

	To understand the monster López would become, we must first understand the world that created him, the streets of 1950s and 1960s Colombia, where thousands of children lived and died in conditions that would seem unimaginable to those raised in stability and safety.

	The Invisible Army

	When eight-year-old Pedro López arrived in Bogotá sometime in 1957, he joined what social workers and journalists of the era called "the invisible army", an estimated 3,000 to 5,000 street children who lived in Colombia's capital city. These numbers, already staggering, represented only Bogotá. Across Colombia's major cities, Medellín, Cali, Barranquilla, Cartagena tens of thousands more children survived without homes, families, or futures.

	These were not merely homeless children in the modern Western sense, where social services might intervene and foster care systems might provide alternatives. These were completely abandoned children, living feral existences in the urban wilderness, with no institutional safety net to catch them when they fell. The Colombian government in the aftermath of La Violencia was barely functional in many regions, focused primarily on maintaining order and rebuilding infrastructure. Street children were, at best, an acknowledged problem that no one had resources to address. At worst, they were seen as pests, criminals, and threats to legitimate society.

	The children came from various circumstances. Some, like López, had been expelled from their homes. Others had run away from abusive situations. Many were orphans of La Violencia, their parents killed in the rural massacres that characterized the civil conflict. Some had simply wandered away from overwhelmed parents who had too many mouths to feed and too few resources. Once on the streets, they formed a separate society with its own hierarchies, territories, and survival strategies.

	Bogotá in the late 1950s was a city of approximately one million people, growing rapidly as rural refugees fled the violence in the countryside. The city's infrastructure could barely accommodate this influx. Slums sprawled across hillsides, unemployment was rampant, and crime flourished in the chaos. Street children congregated in certain areas, the markets where they could steal food, the commercial districts where they could beg or pickpocket, the industrial zones where they might find occasional day labor, and the marginal spaces, under bridges, in abandoned buildings, in drainage tunnels where they slept.

	For a newly arrived eight-year-old, small for his age, illiterate, and traumatized, the streets of Bogotá represented a form of hell that would have been difficult to imagine in the relative isolation of rural Tolima. The sheer scale of the city, the masses of people, the vehicles, the noise, the poverty visible everywhere, it must have been overwhelming. But López learned quickly, because those who did not learn quickly did not survive.

	The Economy of the Streets

	Street children survived through a complex informal economy that mixed legal and illegal activities. The youngest children typically began as beggars, positioning themselves in high-traffic areas and appealing to the compassion of passersby. Bogotá's residents, many of them struggling themselves, generally had little to spare, but religious obligation and cultural norms of charity meant that begging could yield enough to buy basic food.

	As children grew older and more capable, they graduated to more active forms of survival. Theft became the primary economic activity for most street children. They stole food from market stalls, learning to identify which vendors were vigilant and which were careless, which times of day offered the best opportunities, and how to disappear quickly into crowds. They picked pockets in busy commercial areas, worked in small groups to distract victims while accomplices lifted wallets or purses, and burgled homes and businesses when opportunities presented themselves.

	Some found sporadic legitimate work. They might carry packages for shoppers, run errands for businesses, wash cars, shine shoes, or collect recyclable materials to sell to scrap dealers. This work paid little and was unreliable, but it offered a veneer of legitimacy that could be valuable when avoiding police attention.

	Others, particularly the older children, entered into more disturbing economic arrangements. Child prostitution was widespread, with both male and female street children selling sexual access to adult predators. This abuse was endemic and largely ignored by authorities. The children involved rationalized it as survival, but the psychological damage was profound and lasting.

	López engaged in most of these survival strategies during his street years. He was too small and young initially to be an effective thief, so he likely began by begging. As he grew older and more streetwise, he developed skills in theft and burglary. His small size remained an advantage in some ways, he could slip through small spaces, appear less threatening to potential victims, and evade capture more easily than larger youth.

	But López also fell victim to the street's most predatory economy. Beyond the assault by the American couple in his first weeks on the streets, he likely experienced or witnessed countless other instances of sexual exploitation. Street children were utterly vulnerable to adult predators who understood that these children had no protection, no recourse to authorities, and no alternative but to submit or risk greater violence.

	The Social Structure of Street Life

	Despite the apparent chaos of street life, Colombian street children developed surprisingly complex social structures. These were not formal gangs in the traditional sense but rather loose affiliations based on age, geography, and mutual benefit.

	Older children, particularly teenagers, often dominated younger ones, extracting tribute in exchange for protection. A younger child might be required to share stolen food or money with an older patron, who would in turn protect the younger child from other predators and teach survival skills. These relationships could be exploitative, but they also provided a form of social organization in an otherwise anarchic environment.

	Children often formed small groups of peers for mutual protection and cooperation. A group of three or four children working together could execute more sophisticated thefts, defend territory more effectively, and share resources for survival. These groups were fluid, forming and dissolving as circumstances changed, but they represented the closest thing to family that street children experienced.

	Territory was important. Certain areas were controlled by particular groups, and conflicts over prime begging locations or theft opportunities could turn violent. Street children fought with fists, rocks, bottles, knives, whatever weapons were available. These fights were rarely lethal, but they were frequent and brutal. Learning to fight, or at least to avoid fights through intimidation or strategic retreat, was essential to survival.

	Remarkably, López appears to have largely operated outside these social structures. In his later confessions and interviews, he rarely mentioned companions from his street years, never described belonging to a group, and never credited older street children with teaching him survival skills. This is unusual. Most street children, whatever their ultimate fate, formed at least temporary alliances and relationships during their homeless years.

	López's isolation suggests several possibilities. He may have been so damaged by his mother's rejection and the sexual assault that he was psychologically incapable of forming attachments, even instrumental ones. He may have been rejected by other street children as too strange, too damaged, or too dangerous. Or he may have actively chosen isolation, concluding that other people represented only threats or obstacles.

	This isolation is significant because it meant López developed no prosocial bonds during a critical developmental period. While other street children might form friendships that taught rudimentary empathy, loyalty, and cooperation, even in a criminal context, López apparently learned only that he could rely on no one but himself and that other humans were either threats to be avoided or resources to be exploited.

	The Geography of Survival

	López's movements during his street years cannot be traced with precision, but we can reconstruct the likely geography of his existence based on what is known about street children's patterns in 1950s and 1960s Bogotá.

	The city's markets were central to street children's survival. The Perseverancia Market, the Paloquemao Market, and smaller neighborhood markets throughout the city provided opportunities for theft and begging. Vendors were constantly vigilant against theft, and children caught stealing faced severe beatings from vendors or their assistants. But the sheer volume of activity and the press of crowds made markets ideal hunting grounds for the quick and clever.

	The city center, particularly around the Plaza de Bolívar and the government district, offered rich pickings for pickpockets and beggars. Well-dressed

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



