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            Written primarily for Jews, Matthew presents Jesus as the Messiah promised in the Old Testament. Often called "the gospel of the kingdom," Matthew begins with a genealogy of Jesus, "the son of David," and quotes frequently from the Old Testament. It has been attributed to Matthew, a tax collector, one of the 12 disciples. The best evidence identifies it as the second oldest biography of Christ. It was probably written before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.
Emphasizing the prophecies fulfilled in the life of Jesus, and in himself, as undoubted proof that he is the Messiah, the awaited king. And that the Old Testament was already announcing about Him. Matthew being a Jew, was the appropriate person, and he understood more the need for this fact.
  Matthew was a tax collector, for the Roman government; something that was not well seen and accepted by the people. This gospel has been called: "The most read book in the world". A modern hypothesis says that Matthew copied from the gospel of Mark (absurd).

      

    

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Introduction

[image: image]


Although it is only 28 chapters long, the Gospel according to Matthew is a very important book. In fact, Genesis and Matthew are the 2 key books of the Bible. We consider it as:

The bridge between the Old and New Testaments

As we approach the Gospel according to Matthew today, I would like to bridge the gap between the Old Testament and the New Testament. For, in order to appreciate and have a correct understanding of the New Testament, it is almost essential to know something about this period of approximately 400 years. It is the period of time between the time of Nehemiah and Malachi, and the birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. It is that since the prophet Malachi spoke, it was as if heaven had been silent. Until one day the angel of the Lord burst into the temple, at the hour of prayer, when a priest named Zechariah was ministering before the altar in Jerusalem. The angel announced the birth of John the Baptist, who would be the forerunner of the Lord Jesus. Later we will consider the importance of John the Baptist in this Gospel.

We will discover that many events took place in this interval of 400 years, although as far as the Scriptures are concerned, it was a period of silence. It was an exciting and thrilling time in the history of the peoples and in certain aspects, it was also a tragic time. The internal conditions of the people descended from Judah underwent a radical transformation. In those times, new cultures, diverse institutions and unknown organizations emerged. Many of these new elements would later appear in the New Testament.

World history has recorded great progress in the interval between the Old and New Testaments. The Old Testament closed with the Medo-Persian Empire as the dominant power. And Egypt was still a power to be reckoned with in world political relations. During the aforementioned interval between the two Testaments, both powers gradually declined as prominent nations on the international scene. World power shifted from East to West, from East to West, from Asia to Europe, and from Medo Persia to Greece. When the New Testament was inaugurated, a new power, Rome, was the world leader. A brief consideration of some important dates will give us a panoramic view of this great transitional period. It should only be made clear that these dates are approximate, bearing in mind that some historians differ in this respect.

480 B.C. Xerxes of Persia defeated the Greeks at Thermopylae, although he was defeated at the battle of Salamis. In reality, he was defeated by a storm. This was the last attempt of the East to dominate the world.

333 B.C. From the East came that "goat" mentioned in the book of the prophet Daniel in its eighth chapter. He was Alexander the Great, the goat with a prominent horn. He led the united Greek armies to victory over the Persians at Issus.

332 BC. Alexander the Great visited Jerusalem. He was shown the prophecy of Daniel, which spoke of him and so he spared the city. This was one of the few cities he avoided attacking.

323 B.C. Alexander died in Persia, where he had apparently tried to move the empire. The eastern and western parts of his world empire were divided among his four generals.

320 B.C. Judea was annexed to Egypt by Ptolemy Soter.

312 B.C. Seleucus founded the kingdom of the Seleucids, which was Syria. He tried to take Judea and thus Judea was a battlefield between Syria and Egypt. That small country thus became a buffer state.

203 BC. Antiochus the Great occupied Jerusalem and Judea came under Syrian influence.

170 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes conquered Jerusalem and desecrated the temple. He had been cited in the book of Daniel 8:9 as the "little horn". He has been called the "Nero of Jewish history".

166 B.C. Mattathias, the priest of Judea, provoked a rebellion against Syria. That was the beginning of the Maccabean period. It is possible that the nation of Israel had never suffered as much as during that time, nor would they ever fight as heroically as in those times. Maccabees, whose name means "the hammer", was the leader who would organize the uprising.

63 BC. Pompey of Rome took Jerusalem and the people of Israel came under the rule of a new world power. They were under the authority of the Romans when Jesus was born, extending their rule throughout the New Testament period.

40 B.C. The Roman Senate appointed Herod as King of Judea. There has never been a family or character as evil as this one.

37 B.C. Herod occupied Jerusalem and murdered Antigonus, the last of the Maccabean kings and priests.

31 A. C. Caesar Augustus became Emperor of Rome.

19 B.C. The building of Herod's temple began. The building had already been going on for some years at the time the Lord was born and even continued into the New Testament era.

4 B.C. Our Lord Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem.

In the internal life of the Judean nation, radical changes were registered, due to the experiences lived during this period between the two Testaments. After the Babylonian captivity, the Jews turned away from idolatry and became involved in an intense effort to seek the sanctity of the law, which became an idol for them. Classical Hebrew gave way to Aramaic in their daily language, with Hebrew being retained for use in the synagogues. Synagogues began to exist after the aforementioned captivity, becoming centers of religious life in Judea and throughout the regions where the people were dispersed. There also arose a group of parties mentioned in the New Testament that had not been heard of in the Old Testament.

1. The Pharisees

They were the dominant party, which emerged to defend the Jewish way of life against foreign influences. Its members were strict legalists who believed in the Old Testament. In politics, they were nationalists, who wanted to restore the kingdom to the descendants of David. They were thus a political-religious party. Today they would be considered conservative from a theological point of view and extreme right-wing in politics.

2. The Sadducees

This party was made up of well-to-do and socially minded people, who wanted to free themselves from tradition. They were liberal in their theology and rejected the supernatural element. Thus, they were opposed to the Pharisees. The Sadducees were very similar to the Greek Epicureans, whose philosophy, which at first was limited to affirming that the highest good in life was pleasure, which consisted in the absence of pain, in the end reached the perversion of promoting the pursuit of extravagant pleasures. Beyond the well-known phrase "let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die". What they intended to achieve was a good life; many thought they could overcome their appetites or physical passions by satisfying them. And that by giving free rein to such passions, they would no longer need to be tended to. Many accept this philosophy today. It is only worth adding that if it did not work then, it will not work today either.

3. The scribes

They were a group of professional expositors of the law, who emerged in the time of Ezra, descendant of Aaron, and official of the Persian government in charge of Jewish affairs, who went to Jerusalem with the returning repatriates to revive their faith. He was authorized to impose the law of Moses, which he read publicly, as we shall see when we study the book of Nehemiah. They were the ones who argued and argued about subtleties, more concerned with the letter of the law, than with the spirit of the law. When King Herod called the scribes to ask them where Jesus was to be born, they informed him that it would be in Bethlehem. Dear listener. There is a danger of desiring only information and knowledge of the Bible without integrating it, without internalizing it, without making it part of our life. Through study we could learn the basic facts of the Bible and the theological truth of the Scriptures, but without allowing the Word of God to take possession of our hearts. The scribes were a clear example of this. Yes, it is important to know the Word of God; it is a very commendable achievement, but it is equally important to translate it into real life and transmit it to others.

4. The Herodians

They formed a party in Jesus' day and were, exactly, political opportunists. They sought to keep Herod on the throne so that their party could remain in power.

The period of time between the two Testaments was one of great literary activity, even though there was no revelation from God. The Old Testament was translated into Greek in Alexandria, Egypt, between 285 and 247 BC. The group of translators consisted of 6 members from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. Therefore, the name given to this translation was Septuagint, which means "seventy." This translation was used by the apostle Paul, and our Lord apparently quoted some passages from it.

In this period the books called Apocrypha were written, which were not part of the Hebrew Scriptures, but of the aforementioned Greek translation made in Egypt. The points of view on them diverge according to the churches or their ecclesiastical tradition. From a non-recognition of authority or inspiration on matters of faith and doctrine, some opinions admit that such books can be profitable for a private reading, while others emphasize the historical value of some of these books, for a better knowledge of the period we are considering.

Although this era was characterized by the silence of God, it is evident that God was arranging in the world the conditions for the coming of Christ. The Jewish people, the Greek civilization, the Roman Empire and the restless multitudes of the East were all being prepared for the coming of a Savior, for all these peoples of universal resonance formed the scene which the apostle Paul described as "the fullness of the times."

The four Gospels were written and addressed to the four main groups of the world at that time,

The Gospel according to Matthew was first written in Hebrew to the nation of Israel, addressed primarily to the religious people of that time.

The Gospel according to Mark was addressed to the Romans. The Roman was a man of action who believed that government, law and order were the methods by which the world could be controlled. Many, many people think that those methods should be applied today. It is true that law and order are essential, but the Romans soon realized that with these principles alone, the world could not be governed. The world needed to hear from Someone who believed in law and order, but who also offered the forgiveness of sins, the grace and mercy of God. This was the Lord whom the Gospel according to Mark presented to the Romans.

The Gospel according to Luke was written in Greek, for the rational man.

The Gospel according to John was written directly to believers, and indirectly to the East, where at that time, there were millions of people captivated by mysterious beliefs and religions, crying out for liberation.

Even today there is an outcry from a world in need of a Deliverer. The religious human being needs Christ more than his religion. The powerful person needs a Savior who has power to save him. The rational man needs Someone who can satisfy all his mental and spiritual needs. And naturally, the wretched human being needs to know a Savior who can not only save him but also restore him so that he can live for God.

The writer

The Gospel according to Matthew was written by a tax collector on whom the Lord Jesus laid his hand in a very clear way, as this writer relates in 9:9. And he became a follower of the Lord Jesus; an apostle. Papias, a Christian leader, affirmed it; Eusebius, a historian, confirmed it and other apostolic fathers, who were Christian theologians who personally knew the apostles, agreed that this Gospel was originally written by Matthew in Hebrew, for the nation of Israel: a religious people.

We do not have time to go into the background of that historical moment, but God had prepared that whole nation for the coming of Christ into the world. And He came from this nation. In the Gospel according to John 4:22, the words of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself were recorded, who said: "Salvation comes from the Jews". A great German historian said that God had prepared the Savior to come from Israel, and the heathen for salvation, because they were lost and needed it.

A key book

This remarkable work is a key book in the Bible because it draws on the Old Testament and contains more Old Testament prophecies than any other book. This is logical, since it was written primarily for the Jews. But it also moves in the direction of the New Testament more than the other Gospels. For example, no other Gospel specifically mentions the church, but Matthew does. He is the only one to record the Lord's words, in 16:18; "on this rock I will build my church". Even Renan, the French skeptic, speaking of this Gospel said it was "the most important book of Christianity, the most important book ever written". Coming from him, this is an extraordinary claim! Matthew, a tax collector who had converted, was the choice of the Spirit of God to write this Gospel primarily for the people of Israel.

The Gospel of Matthew presents the study of God. The peculiar expression of this work is "kingdom of heaven" and it appears 32 times. The word "kingdom" is repeated 50 times. A proper understanding of the phrase "kingdom of heaven" is essential to any interpretation of the Gospel and the Bible. Perhaps this is the appropriate time to state categorically that the kingdom and the church are not the same. They are not synonymous terms. Although the church is in the kingdom, the difference between the two entities must be emphasized. For the kingdom of heaven, simply stated, is the kingdom of heaven on earth. The Jews, as recipients of this Gospel, understood this expression as the sum total of all the Old Testament prophecies relating to the coming of a King from heaven to establish a kingdom on this earth, according to the heavenly pattern. The expression was not new to those readers of the Old Testament.

We can conclude, then, that the kingdom of heaven is the theme of this Gospel. The one who will establish that kingdom on earth is the Lord Jesus. The kingdom is extremely important and the Gospel according to Matthew contains 3 important discourses on the kingdom:

1. The sermon on the mount. This is the law of the kingdom. I believe it is only a partial list of what will be put into effect.

2. The parables of the mysteries. These parables of Matthew 13 deal with the theme of the kingdom. Our Lord teaches us that the kingdom of heaven is like a sower, like a mustard seed, and so on.

3. The discourse on the Mount of Olives. This considers the future establishment of the kingdom here on earth.

It can be seen that the term "kingdom of heaven" is a progressive expression in the Gospel according to Matthew, and it is important to take note of this development. In the Gospel there is a movement that must be perceived in order not to lose the perspective of this work.

This book is very similar to the book of Genesis. For both are essential books in the Bible. We should be sufficiently familiar with them so that as we read them, we can grasp the development of the unifying thought of their facts and teachings, and the total idea they communicate. I have given chapter headings to guide the progress of the message. In closing, I include a way of outlining the book under the title,

"Behold your King".

1. The person of the King - chapters 1 and 2

2. The preparation of the King - chapters 2 - 4:16

3. The King's propaganda - chapters 4:17 - 9:35

4. The King's study - chapters 9:36 - 16:20

5. The Passion of the King - chapters 16:21 - 27:66

6. The power of the king - chapter 28
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Theme: The genealogy of Jesus Christ and the account of the virgin birth of Christ.

Genealogy

The genealogy that opens the Gospel according to Matthew and the New Testament is, from many points of view, the most important document of the Holy Scriptures. The entire Bible is based on its accuracy. You will notice that it is divided into three parts:

1. Genealogy from Abraham to David, verses 1—6

Genealogy from Solomon to the Babylonian captivity, verses 7—11.

Genealogy from the Babylonian captivity to Joseph, the carpenter, verses 12—17.

In our study of Genesis we have noted that it is a book about families. Genealogies are very important and we will see them here, as we begin the New Testament.

I must confess that, at first glance it might seem boring. Especially if you give someone a New Testament as a gift, and that person starts reading from this passage, he or she might get discouraged and not continue reading. Someone unfamiliar with the Bible should start reading any of the other Gospels, preferably that of Mark. But this suggestion in no way diminishes the importance of this genealogy.

The New Testament is based on the accuracy of this genealogy, because it exposes the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ belongs to the line of descent of Abraham and to that of David. Both are very important. The descent of Abraham places Him in the nation and the descent of David, on the throne, as belonging to that royal line.

Genealogies were very important in the history of Israel, because through them, it could be verified if a person had the right to present a legitimate claim regarding a particular line of descent. For example, when Israel returned from captivity, we find in the book of Ezra 2:62; the following words:

"These searched their genealogy record, but they were not found, and they were considered unclean and excluded from the priesthood."

It is that in Ezra's time, it was possible to check the registration of the tribe of Levi and eliminate those who had submitted false claims.

Evidently, these genealogies were kept under government control and made available to the public. I am under the impression that they were kept in the temple, because Israel had a theocratic government and, in reality, the religious community and the state were one entity. This genealogy was obviously on public display and could have been copied from public records until the temple was destroyed in 70 AD. The enemies of Jesus could have examined them and probably did. This is an interesting detail because they questioned every move of the Lord Jesus, going so far as to offer a substitute explanation for the resurrection, but they never questioned His genealogy. Surely they checked it and found it accurate.

This is extremely important because it places Jesus in a unique position. You will surely recall that, in the Gospel according to John 10:1-2, He stated that the Shepherd of the sheep enters by the door of the sheepfold, but the thief and the robber climb up by climbing elsewhere to enter the sheepfold. That "sheepfold" was the nation of Israel. The shepherd did not enter the sheepfold by jumping over the fence through some hidden place or through an alley. He entered through the gate. He was born of the line of David and of the seed of Abraham. This is the reality that the Evangelist Matthew tells us. He was the fulfillment of all the prophecies and figures mentioned in the Old Testament. Therefore, the enemies of Christ could never confront Him with doubts about His genealogy. They had to find other ways to question Him and, of course, they did.

Sometimes I have heard doubts about the usefulness of the study of the genealogies and even many people avoid reading them. I believe that if the Spirit of God has dedicated time and space to include them in the Biblical text, preserving them before the passing of the centuries, it will be because they have a value for us that we should know. So let's begin to examine those important details of this first genealogy of the New Testament, for which we will read only some key verses of this one.

Book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham.

The phrase "book of genealogy" is peculiar to Matthew. It is a unique expression that we will not find in any other passage of the New Testament. If we were to search for it in the Old Testament, from the prophetic books of Malachi, Zechariah and Haggai, going back through the books of the Pentateuch, through Deuteronomy, Numbers, Leviticus, Exodus and even Genesis, we would almost come to the conclusion that such an expression is not found in the Bible, except here in Matthew. But, suddenly, we come to the fifth chapter of Genesis and read, "This is the book of the generations of Adam." Here we have that phrase again. There are two books: the book of the generations of Adam and the book of the generations of Jesus Christ. How did you get into Adam's family? Well, by birth. You didn't do it yourself; you didn't really have anything to do with it. But that's the way you and I became part of Adam's family; by birth. But, as the apostle Paul reminded us in the letter to the Romans 5:12, in Adam we all died. Thus the book of Adam is a book of death.

Then there is the other book, the book of the generations of Jesus Christ. And how did you become part of that family? You entered through a birth, the new birth. In the Gospel according to John 3:3, the Lord Jesus said that we have to be born again to see the kingdom of God. This places us in the Lamb's book of life, which we enter by believing in Christ. We are all in the first book; the book of Adam's generations. My dear listener, I trust that you are also in the Lamb's book of life.

The Evangelist Matthew says that Jesus is "son of David, son of Abraham". Didn't Matthew know that Abraham came before David? Of course, and he makes it clear in the rest of the genealogy. So why did he put it in that order? Because he was presenting the Lord Jesus as the Messiah, the One who is the King, and the One who will establish the kingdom of heaven on earth. And that comes first; because He had to be in the line of descent from David, in fulfillment of the prophecies that God had announced to David. He was the Son of David.

He is also the Son of Abraham, and it was very important that this be so, because, as we saw in Genesis 22:18, God had told Abraham: "In your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed". And in the New Testament, in his letter to the Galatians 3:16, the apostle Paul explained who that "seed" or "offspring" was.

"Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say: and to descendants, as referring to many, but rather to one: and to your descendants, that is, Christ."

So Jesus Christ is the Son of Abraham.

Let us continue reading verses 2 to 6:

"Abraham begat Isaac, Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Judah and his brethren; Judah begat, of Tamar, Pharez and Zerah, Pharez begat Esrom, and Esrom begat Aram; Aram begat Amminadab, Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon; Salmon begat, of Rahab, Boaz, Boaz begat, of Ruth, Obed, and Obed begat Jesse; Jesse begat King David."

A careful consideration of the genealogy that follows is not only interesting but can be exciting. Four names stand out, as if they were neon lights. It is surprising to find them included in the genealogy of Christ. First, there are the names of women and, secondly, the names of Gentiles, that is, of nations other than Israel, and considered idolaters.

It was not customary to include the names of women in Hebrew genealogies. In Jesus' time it was really rare to find a woman's name in a genealogy. And here we have four names. And not only were they women, but they were also Gentiles. As is well known, God in the Law said that his people were not to join in marriage with pagan peoples. Even to Abraham, God told him to look among his own people for a wife for his son Isaac. And the same thing happened in the case of Isaac with his son Jacob. God had arranged that monotheism should be the prevailing belief among those who were part of the line of descent that would lead to the Lord Jesus Christ. However, in his genealogy are the names of these four women; two of them were Canaanites, another was a Moabite and the fourth was a Hittite. So one might wonder how they came to be part of the genealogy of Christ.

The first was Tamar, cited in verse 3. We have read her story in chapter 38 of Genesis, a chapter we had highlighted as one of the most lamentable in the Bible. Tamar was included in this genealogy simply as a sinful woman.

The next was Rahab, mentioned in verse 5. According to her story in chapter 2 of the book of Joshua, she did not exactly have a good reputation. Although she became a wonderful person when she had a personal acquaintance with the living and true God. And, as we will see later when we come to the book of Joshua, Rahab protected Joshua's envoys in her home shortly before the fall of Jericho. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews 11:31, remembered her in these words:

"By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish with the disobedient, because she received the spies in peace."

That woman entered the genealogy of Christ for the simple reason that she believed: she had faith. Let us observe the progression here. She came as a sinner, and then she stretched out the hand of faith.

Another woman, Ruth, is mentioned in verse 5. She was a charming person, without any negative facet in her character. But in Ruth's time the law was in force and excluded her, because it specified that no Moabite or Ammonite could enter the congregation of the Lord, as detailed in the book of Deuteronomy 23:3. But although the law did not admit her, there was a man named Boaz who one day saw her in his field and fell in love with her. Then he made her the object of his grace and mercy, spreading his mantle around her and bringing her into the congregation of Israel. And she asked him, "Why have I found grace in your sight?" You and I can ask God the same question today, regarding His grace to us. Again, let us take note of the progression. We come as sinners, and we reach out the hand of faith and He, by His marvelous grace, saves us.

The other woman, Bathsheba, is not mentioned by name but called, in verse 6, "she who had been the wife of Uriah". Her name is not mentioned because it was not she who sinned, but David. And it was he who really had to pay for her sin. She was introduced in the genealogy of Christ because God does not cast away one of his children when he sins. A sheep can go outside the fold and become a lost sheep, but we have a Shepherd who goes out to find her and brings her back into the fold. In the same way, He brought King David to Himself again. This is how we see expressed here, in this genealogy, the whole history of salvation.

There are some other interesting details in this genealogy. If we compare it with the one found in the first book of Chronicles 3: 11,12, apart from the fact that some names are spelled differently, we will find that in verse 8 of Matthew, the names of Ocokiah, Joash and Amaziah are left out. This shows us that the genealogies are cited to give us an overview of a certain line of descendants, and that each individual is not necessarily mentioned in all the genealogies of the Bible. We should remember this in the genealogies we have seen in the book of Genesis before the Flood. They are not necessarily complete genealogies, but are intended to trace for our study, a certain line. Therefore they cannot be used to make time calculations or to deduce the antiquity of mankind on earth.

Let us continue reading verses 10 and 11;

"Hezekiah begat Manasseh, Manasseh begat Amon, and Amon begat Josiah; Josiah begat Jechoniah and his brothers during the deportation to Babylon."

In verse 11 we see that Matthew omitted Jehoiachin, but included Jechoniah. Jeconiah deserves special attention because God had said that none of his descendants would sit on the throne. Let us read in the book of the prophet Jeremiah 22:24 and 30:

"As I live," declares the Lord, "though Coniah, son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were a ring on my right hand, even from thence would I pluck it off."

(Here it should be clarified that his name was Jeconiah, but God eliminated the "Je" from his name, as it was the prefix of Jehovah, because he was a wicked king).

We continue with verse 30

"Thus says the Lord, 'Inscribe this man as childless, a man who will not prosper in his days; for none of his descendants will succeed to sit upon the throne of David or to rule again in Judah."

Because of the sin of this man, Jeconiah, none of his line of descent could ever sit on the throne of David. Joseph was in this line, but Joseph was not the natural father of Jesus. This is one of the most remarkable facts of Scripture and Matthew was trying to make it clear to us. Joseph gave Jesus the title, the legal title to the throne of David, because Joseph was the husband of Mary, who gave birth to Jesus. Jesus Christ was not a descendant of Joseph, nor a descendant of Jeconiah. Both Joseph and Mary had to belong to the lineage of David and so it was, through two different lines of descent, from two different sons of David. When we study the genealogy of Luke's Gospel, we will see that Mary's line came from David through his son Nathan. Joseph's line came through the royal line through Solomon. Therefore, Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem to register because of taxes, because they were both of David's lineage.

In our next study we will culminate this genealogy with the birth of Jesus. We can thus see that the study of these genealogies is interesting, fascinating and important to observe how God is developing in history his plan of redemption by choosing people, not on the basis of their personal merits but, rather, in spite of their sins and mistakes, by his love and grace. Therefore, we can conclude our reflection and study today with the simple and heartfelt words of a well-known song:

Sublime grace of the Lord
that saved an unhappy man,
Oh how precious it was to me to be
When He transformed me!
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In our previous study we studied the most important points of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, which inaugurates this Gospel, and today we begin with what we could call the culmination of this list of the descendants of Abraham and David, with the birth of Jesus Christ.

Let us read verse 16:

"Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called the Christ."

This verse breaks the scheme followed from verse 2, where it said that Abraham begot Isaac. From there, the expression "beget" is repeated systematically until the beginning of verse 16, where it is said that "Jacob begot Joseph". One would expect the same pattern to be maintained until the end, concluding that Joseph begot Jesus but, as we have just read, we see that this was not the case. Joseph is not said to have begotten Jesus. Obviously Matthew was making it quite clear that, although Joseph was Mary's husband, he was not the father of Jesus. This circumstance is explained in the rest of this chapter, showing us how it was a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.

The virgin birth of Jesus Christ

Luke, who wrote another Gospel bearing his name, was a Greek physician. Both Gospels state that Jesus was born of a virgin, that Joseph was not his father, but that Mary had not been unfaithful to her husband and that Jesus was not an illegitimate child. His birth was something totally new. No one can claim that the Bible does not teach the virgin birth of Christ. The only Jesus of whom we have a historical document is the one who was born of a virgin. If someone were to affirm the contrary, he would have to present evidence; it is not enough to deny this statement of the Gospels with mere human reasoning. Following the guidelines of rationalism, some might assert that it could not have happened this way. But let us not forget that God is the creator of natural laws; He can control them, use them or set them aside to fulfill His purposes. I insist. Historical documents clearly reveal that Jesus Christ had a virgin birth.

Let us read verse 17, which explains something about genealogy:

"So that all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to Christ, fourteen generations."

Matthew presents the genealogy organized in 3 periods, to give a global vision of the history of the Old Testament. One era extends from Abraham to David, another from David to the Babylonian captivity and the third from the Babylonian captivity to the birth of Jesus Christ. Naturally, the Evangelist has omitted some names from the genealogy, in order to fit 14 generations in each period. Why did he do so? Some believe that the number 14 (equivalent to 2 times 7) offered a proof of the accuracy of the genealogy. Others believe that the best solution is to consider the numerical value of the letters of the Hebrew form of the word "David". Adding these values together gives a total of 14. This would further emphasize the kingship of Jesus.

Let us read verses 18 and 19:

"And the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before the marriage was consummated, it was found that she had conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. And Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wishing to defame her, desired to leave her secretly."

Matthew's explanation is best understood by examining it in the context of the Hebrew marriage customs of the time. The marriages of individuals were arranged by their parents, who negotiated the corresponding contracts. Once this process was completed, the couple were considered married and were called husband and wife. However, they would still not live together. The wife would continue to live with her parents and the husband with his parents for a period of one year. This waiting period was intended to demonstrate the fidelity of the guarantee of purity given in relation to the bride. If during that period she became pregnant or gave birth to a child, she had evidently not been pure but had been involved in an unfaithful sexual relationship. In that case, the marriage could be annulled. However, if the one-year waiting period proved the bride's purity, the husband would then go to the home of the bride's parents and in a solemn procession take the bride to his own home where, from that moment on, they would begin to live as husband and wife, physically consummating their marriage.

Returning to our story, we will say that the Mosaic law was very specific. In its most extreme application, it established that if a woman was guilty of infidelity, she was to be stoned to death. But in this case we must recognize that God, who does not make mistakes, chose the right partner. God chose Mary, an admirable woman, to be the mother of our Lord. And if Joseph had been an impulsive and selfish man, he would have acted in the opposite way. But Joseph was also an extraordinary man, who loved Mary and did not want to hurt or harm her in any way, even if he thought he had been unfaithful to her. He decided not to create a public scandal by exposing his condition before the judges at the city gate, which would lead to the inevitable punishment of death imposed by law.

Let us continue reading verses 20 to 22:

"But while he thought on this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife, for that which is begotten in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins. All this came to pass that it might be fulfilled which the Lord had spoken by the prophet, saying. . ."

Matthew, who was writing to the nation of Israel, emphasizes that everything had happened in order to fulfill what the Lord had announced. He was appealing to the nation to understand that the One who had come had to be the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies.

It has been said that there are more than 300 prophecies about the first coming of Christ, which have been literally fulfilled. I do not know how many of them are found in this Gospel of Matthew, but I am certain that this evangelist quoted the Old Testament more times than the evangelists Mark, Luke and John combined. Matthew recorded the facts by checking them in the light of the Old Testament, because his main concern was not to present a "life of Christ", that is, a complete biography of Jesus, but he wanted to show that the events were the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus.

And then he included the prophecy given in the book of the prophet Isaiah 7:14. Let us read verse 23;

"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which translated means, God with us."

The angel told Joseph that everything that was happening was part of God's eternal plan, because the prophet Isaiah had declared, 700 years ago, that a virgin would conceive and bear a son. Hebrew scholars hold divergent positions on whether the Hebrew word almah should be translated "virgin" or "maiden" in the Isaiah passage. The fact that some of them recognize that the translation "virgin" would be the most normal way to translate it, logically leads one to think that if the translation "maiden" is chosen, it would be an attempt to soften or attenuate the word "virgin" for theological rather than linguistic reasons, on the part of those who do not believe in the virgin birth of Christ.

Let us briefly look at the context of the Isaiah passage. The incident happened in the reign of Ahaz, a king who lived far from God. God sent Isaiah to deliver a message to him which, at first, he did not want to hear. But the Lord spoke to him again and said, "Ask for a sign for yourself from the Lord your God that is as deep as Sheol or as high as heaven." But Ahaz replied that he would neither ask for it nor tempt the Lord. The message sent through Isaiah announced that God would give Ahaz the victory. Since this king would not believe God, to encourage his faith Isaiah announced that God would give him a sign. In reality the sign would not only be for the king but also for the whole house of David. And that sign is expressed in 7:14 of Isaiah, which we can read again, (read) Evidently if here it had referred to a "maiden" who would give birth to a son, it would be a natural birth, like any other, and as such, it would not have been a sign for King Ahaz, nor for the royal house of David. But if it was a "virgin" who would give birth to a son, then it was an extraordinary sign, a supernatural sign from God for that king and for the whole nation.

A strong support for translating the Hebrew word almah as virgin comes from the Septuagint. Recall that during the period between the two testaments, 72 Hebrew scholars, 6 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel, gathered in Alexandria, Egypt, and prepared this translation of the Hebrew Old Testament into Greek, called the Septuagint. When the translators came to this passage of the "sign" in Isaiah, they understood that the Hebrew word almah meant "virgin", translating it accordingly by the Greek word parthenos, which is the same word that Matthew uses in his Gospel. For so it is; parthenos means "virgin," and not "maiden." Therefore, we recognize that the text of the Septuagint translation is a highly valuable witness to the ancient Jewish interpretation which has been, moreover, enshrined in the Gospel according to Matthew, who saw in Isaiah an announcement of the virginal conception of Christ.

Therefore, we believe that it was part of God's intention to choose the proper and most common translation of the Hebrew word almah as "virgin" in the Old Testament to announce the supernatural sign of Mary's miraculous conception, and thus confirmed to Matthew that the prophecy foretold 700 years ago was being fulfilled.

The name

The last verse we read in today's passage, verse 23, also said that "they shall call his name EMMANUEL, which translated means: GOD WITH US".

Until now we were only familiar with the name Jesus, which was given to the Lord because He would save His people from their sins. That is, Jesus is His name, and Christ is His title. Here it was announced that He would also be called Emmanuel, which means "God with us".

Dear listener, this phrase expresses one of the most wonderful truths of God's Word: God with us. But He could not be Emmanuel, that is, God with us, unless He was born of a virgin; it was the only way! And let us also note that, unless He was Emmanuel, He could not be Jesus, the Savior. The reason He is called Jesus, and Savior, is that He is God with us. This truth about the One who came down to earth is one of the most wonderful in the Bible.

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews, 2:9, said thus;

"But we see him who was made a little lower than the angels, that is, Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone."

He had to be an acceptable sacrifice. Neither I, nor anyone else could have died for the sins of the world. I could not even die experiencing a redemptive death for my own sins, but He could. But He could. How can Jesus be a Savior for the world? Because He is Emmanuel, that is, God with us. And how did He come to be with us? By being born of a virgin.

I consider this to be a very important truth. I needed a Savior who was able to come down to my level, to reach me and save me. If He had been just another man, like me, He could not have been of much help to me. But since He was Emmanuel, that is, God with us, born of a virgin, then yes, He could be my Savior. He is my Savior.

My dear listener, is He your Savior today? He assumed, He took upon Himself our humanity so that He might experience and taste death for us, so that He might die a redemptive death on the cross for us.
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Matthew 2:1-11
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Theme: the visit of the wise men after the birth of the Lord Jesus, the flight to Egypt, and the return to Nazareth.

Fulfillment of prophecy

Here we have a historical account of the events that took place, although it also includes the exposition of a truth that should not be overlooked. We have said above that each of the Gospels was written to meet the needs of a specific group of people, and that Matthew was written to the nation of Israel, which was made up of religiously minded people. In this passage we find the fulfillment of four prophecies. And I believe that this is precisely the purpose of this chapter; to show how these Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. Surely there were, in the time of Christ, many sincere students of the Holy Scriptures who wondered how such prophecies could be fulfilled. Such fulfillment seemed difficult, if not impossible. Let us arrange them in a list and then see how they were fulfilled in the days of Christ's birth.

1. He had to be born in Bethlehem (according to Micah 5:2).

2. He had to be called out of Egypt (according to Hosea 11:1).

3. There was to be a great weeping in Ramah (as predicted in Jeremiah 31:15).

4. He had to be called a Nazarene (according to the prophet Isaiah 11:1).

Since Christ would be born in Bethlehem, why should there be weeping in Ramah, which is located about as far north of Jerusalem as Bethlehem is to the south? And He would be called a Nazarene even though He would be born in Bethlehem and would then have to leave Egypt. And the question arises: how could all these prophecies be fulfilled in a newborn child? Well, Matthew shows us how literally, how accurately and how easily these predictions were fulfilled, without forcing the prophecy or history at all. Everything happened just as God had announced it would take place.

When we look at certain prophecies related to the second coming of Christ today, we may find it difficult to correlate them and see how they might be fulfilled. In my opinion, we are approaching the time of their fulfillment. Then we will discover that their fulfillment will take place in a normal and natural way. From our human perspective everything looks like a puzzle. But when we come into the presence of God and everything prophesied has been fulfilled, it will seem as natural to us as the fulfillment of the prophecies about the first coming of Christ. Every little piece of the puzzle will fit into its proper place and on that day we will wonder how we did not realize it earlier, from the beginning.

Let us read the first verse, which tells us:

The visit of the wise men

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the time of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, "And when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the time of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying. . .

This is the historical account of the arrival of the magi. Let us note that they came in the days of King Herod, who did not tolerate competition. So the presence in Jerusalem of those wise men, experts in astronomy, created in him a feeling of alarm.

The text says that "magi from the east came to Jerusalem". Someone may ask, but weren't there 3 of them? It seems to me that many have learned certain details from Christmas cards, rather than from the Bible.

Let us note, first of all, that at no time does the narrative state that there were 3 magi. I doubt that 3 magi could have disturbed Herod or created a commotion in Jerusalem. A greater number of them would have been able to do so. These wise men evidently came from different regions. They had been studying the stars and when a new star made its appearance, they joined their efforts and set out on the long journey to Jerusalem. There is no way of knowing how many there were but I am almost certain that there were more than 3. In any case, the wise men arrived saying, as verse 2 tells us:

"Where is the King of the Jews who has been born? For we saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."

The fact that they came looking for a king was what disturbed King Herod.

The wise men were in the east, saw the star in the west and followed it. I wonder how they associated that star with a king, and how they identified it with Israel. All I know about it is that in that eastern region, the people had the prophecy given by the old man Balaam concerning the nation of Israel, recorded in the book of Numbers 24:17, which read as follows:

"I see it, but not now; I behold it, but not near; a star shall come forth out of Jacob , and a scepter shall rise in Israel that shall crush the forehead of Moab and overthrow all the sons of Seth."

Let us note that the prophecy says that a star will come forth from Jacob, that is, from the nation of Israel, in which a scepter will also arise. The star and the scepter go together and this is the only place where they are mentioned together in the Old Testament prophecies. And so it was that the wise men from the east, as they had that prophecy, came from the mysterious east looking for a king.

This caused disturbance in the city of Jerusalem and the aged king Herod. Let us read verse 3:

"When Herod the king heard it, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him."

We can imagine the wise men converging on the city. The king was Herod the Great, a very superstitious man, who logically wanted to be well aware of the matter. I recommend to extend the knowledge of the Herod family with a good Biblical Dictionary, to know how far the wickedness and perversion of that family reached. Herod the Great, honoring his name, was the most evil of all. He came from Idumea, which was the Greek name for Edom, and had bought his political position from the Roman government. He had never belonged to Israel and was really anxious to locate this King who seemed to be a rival to his throne.

Let us read verses 4 to 6:

"Then he called together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, and inquired of them where the Christ should be born. And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou, Bethlehem, O land of Judah, art by no means the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall come forth a Ruler, which shall shepherd my people Israel."

Here we see that the king gathered all those who had access to the Holy Scriptures and knowledge of them, to investigate the place where the Messiah was to be born. And the really amazing thing was that they were able to answer his question. They didn't even have to look up the prophecies. They already knew the Biblical passage from the book of the prophet Micah 5:2. Since they knew everything about the coming of the Messiah, they quoted it from memory. The problem was that their knowledge was more academic than vital; for those priests and scribes, those facts were not significant on a personal level. They were like so many who know the history contained in the Bible and some objective truths, but it does not convey to them a personal message of a spiritual character. And since the scribes knew the Holy Scriptures so well one would have expected them to have approached those magi, saying to them, "What do you say we go with you, we too are looking for the Messiah!"

As for our time, I wonder how many people are really waiting for the coming of the Lord. We talk a lot about this event and we tend to study the prophecies a lot. But, dear listener, would you really like to see the Lord right now? Suppose He were to show up where you are today, breaking into your situation and activities. Would He have to interrupt some action or occupation? Would you be inclined to suggest that He postpone His visit to a more opportune time?

Let us now read verse 7:

"Then Herod called the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time when the star had appeared."

I will now make an assertion which I will try to prove later. The star had appeared in the night sky some time before the wise men arrived in Jerusalem. Let us remember that they made that long and difficult journey by camel. In my opinion, they did not reach Jerusalem until at least a year after the appearance of the star. As they traveled those long and exhausting miles they had clung to the hope of seeing the One to whom they would present their gifts. Let us note that Herod, as one version translates, "inquired diligently of them" about the time of the appearance of the star in the sky. Let us remember this detail, which will be an important factor later in this story.

So Herod sent them to Bethlehem. Let us read verse 8;

"And sending them to Bethlehem, he said, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you find him, let me know, that I also may come and worship him."

He was being as cunning as the ancient serpent, and this is precisely what Herod was. Of course he would never have found the child by sending soldiers to Bethlehem, for in that case, the child would have remained hidden. These words clearly show us his way of being. For what he really wanted was to kill him.

Let us continue reading verses 9 and 10:

"And when they had heard the king, they departed; and, behold, the star which they had seen in the east went before them, until it came and stood over the place where the child was. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy."

We see that the star appeared again. I think they must have been traveling for a long time without seeing the star. This could be an answer to the supposed explanation that, at a certain time, there was a conjunction of some stars. Matthew implies that it was an extraordinary star; in reality, it was a supernatural star. It was a miraculous event, for which we do not need to find an explanation. Now, as many astronomers believe, there could have been, on that occasion, an important movement of the celestial bodies that populate the firmament. It is logical to think that when Jesus Christ came, heaven and earth reacted in some way to his arrival. This may have been the case. But, in any case, the wise men saw a supernatural star.

Let us read verse 11;

"And entering into the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and fell down and worshipped him; and opening their treasures they presented to him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh."

When those travelers arrived, Jesus was not in a stable behind an inn. The influx and movement of people in the town of Bethlehem had already ceased. They had all returned to their places of residence because the census had been completed. But the child was a newborn and his parents could not take him anywhere until a reasonable time had passed. To have made a trip could have endangered his life. So the family stayed in Bethlehem, settling in a house where the wise men from the East found him. Here, again, the Biblical text corrects the well-known image of the Christmas postcards, which present the travelers from the East arriving at a stable.

Let us observe that when they saw the child with Mary, his mother, they fell down and worshiped him. If there was a moment when Mary could have been worshiped, it was that moment. But the magi did not worship her but Jesus, and they presented her with their precious gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh.

Finally, I will say that it is interesting to study the facts related to His second coming, as related to us by the prophet Isaiah in his book, 60:6. He says:

"A multitude of camels shall cover you, young camels from Midian and Ephah; they shall all come from Sheba, they shall bring gold and incense, and bring glad tidings of the praises of the Lord."

Which of those precious gifts will be omitted at His second coming? Myrrh! On that day no myrrh will be brought to Him, because it reminds us of His death. When He comes for the second time to this earth, we will not see any detail that tells us of His death.

As we look at the last scene of His birth, in verse 11 of this chapter 2, which we have considered today, when the wise men worshipped Jesus and presented Him with their gifts, the gold reminds us of His birth, for He was born a King. The frankincense points us to the fragrance of His life. And the myrrh speaks of His death. This is the meaning of those gifts that were offered to Him at His first
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