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			André Malraux

			French politician and writer

			
					Born in Paris in 1901.

					Died in Créteil in 1976.

					Notable works:	Man’s Fate (1933), novel

	Man’s Hope (1937), autobiographical novel

	La Corde et les Souris (“The Rope and the Mice”, 1976), autobiography




			

			André Malraux (1901-1976) was a French writer and politician. He was a staunch anti-fascist, and fought on the Republican side during the Spanish Civil War, before joining the Resistance during the Second World War. He was a close friend of Charles de Gaulle, and was Minister of Cultural Affairs in his government from 1959 to 1969.

			He wrote novels such as Man’s Fate (1933) and Man’s Hope (an autobiographical novel based on his experiences during the Spanish Civil War, 1937), political essays, art criticism and a two-part autobiography, comprising Antimemoirs (1967) and La Corde et les Souris (1976).

		


		
			Man’s Hope

			A chronicle of a brutal war

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Malraux, A. (1979) Man’s Fate. Trans: Gilbert, S. and Macdonald, A. New York: Random House.

					1st edition: 1937

					Themes: Spanish Civil War, politics, solidarity, courage

			

			Man’s Hope was published in 1937. It covers the first eight month of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) between General Franco’s Nationalists – or fascists – and the Republicans who remained loyal to the country’s democratically elected government.

			Man’s Hope, which was inspired by its author’s experience as a squadron leader on the Republican side in Spain, is an engaged war novel. Through his portrayal of a wide range of characters who hold differing political opinions, Malraux shows the courage and solidarity of the defenders of the Second Spanish Republic. When the novel was published, the war was still raging in Spain, and its realistic style, documentary function and emotion over the urgency of the battles make it an outstanding appeal on behalf of the Republican cause.

		


		
			Summary

			The fascist uprising

			The narrative begins in Madrid on the night of the 18 to 19 July 1936. The government has just provided the people with weapons so that they can fight against the fascists, led by Francisco Franco. At the Telephone Exchange, Ramos and Manuel are calling the train stations in the main Spanish cities to find out which side is in control. The following day, Franco’s troops march into the centre of Barcelona. The disorganised Republican forces are able to resist thanks to the heroic actions of individual fighters. On 20 July, in Madrid, they lay siege to the barracks where the fascist insurgents have taken refuge. The next day, the journalist Slade and the sculptor Lopez discuss art’s place in the revolution.

			At the start of August, a plane from the international squadron lands at the Madrid airfield. It has been attacked by the fascists, and all the crew members apart from the squadron leader, Magnin, are seriously injured. Meanwhile, volunteers take an exam to be pilots.

			The Republicans are shelled by the Francoists in a village in the Sierra. With the support of the Assault Guard of the Republican army, the young Manuel takes control of operations and drives the fascists back. Three of them are shot by Republican militiamen. Manuel and Ramos think about how the Republican army will need to change if it is to triumph. At the War Ministry in Madrid, Garcia explains to Magnin that the Republicans need to get organised, or they will be wiped out. Manuel acknowledges that he has become more responsible, and in Madrid, he is appointed Commander.

			The siege of the Alcazar

			On 14 August, first in Extremadura and then in Madrid, the international squadron destroys a column of Moorish soldiers, who have come from Morocco on Franco’s orders. Hernandez, Garcia, the Negus and some other Republican militiamen lay siege to the Alcazar in Toledo, where the Francoists have taken refuge. The Negus acts heroically, seizing one of the Nationalists’ flamethrowers and turning it on them. The international squadron bombards the Alcazar, which puts up fierce resistance, but Magnin and the pilots are still awaiting international aid. Lopez interrogates the hostages who have just escaped. Meanwhile, Manuel is talking to Ximenes. They can both see that courage alone is not enough, and the Republicans need to get organised. 

			A priest goes into the Alcazar to negotiate with the fascist insurgents. Meanwhile, the Republicans provoke the fascists by handing out cigarettes to them. During a later discussion about this episode, Manuel, the Negus, Hernandez and the other militiamen establish a distinction between “being” and “doing”: the anarchists are on the side of “being”, while the communists, who are more action-oriented, are more inclined towards “doing”. Manuel is sent to Madrid to lead a regiment. Demoralised fighters have taken refuge at the Aranjuez train station, to the south of Madrid. Manuel dissuades them from going back to the capital.

			The enemy tanks continue to advance towards Toledo. Hernandez is taken down while covering for his comrades as they retreat. He is taken prisoner by the fascists, and awaits his death with resignation: although he could try and escape, he would prefer to be shot.

			The organisation of the Republican resistance

			On 6 November, Attignies, an airman from the international squadron, flies over the Balearic Islands and bombs a Nationalist cruiser. Magnin goes to Albacete to mobilise volunteers and replenish the squadron. When he gets back, he sends the pilot Leclerc, who has been brought back drunk by militiamen, home to France. After being fired on by the German antiaircraft defence, the airmen from Alcalá have been forced to come back without dropping their bombs. Magnin finally lets the Spanish air force absorb the international squadron.

			The government has left Madrid for Valencia, as the Francoists are at the outskirts of the capital. Scalia and Garcia reflect on the explosions that are affecting civilians: according to Garcia, a “fifth column” (a group of fascist supporters who have infiltrated the Republican forces) is trying to demoralise the civilian population. He later provides partial confirmation of his opinion when he tells journalists about documents ordering Francoist soldiers to terrify the population. The Catholic writer Guernico decides to stay in Madrid, even though he runs the risk of being shot.

			At the War Ministry, the organisation of the resistance is coming along, but there is only one gun for every four men. The International Brigade fighters drive back the Francoists, whose approach had reached the Manzanares, a river to the west of Madrid. Incendiary bombs rain down on the city. Guernico organises the emergency services and Ramos drives around the town. He sees that the poorest neighbourhoods are also the worst hit. Slade is overwhelmed when he sees a child’s body, and then writes about the horrific scenes he has witnessed in his journal.

			Manuel has become a Lieutenant-Colonel and is getting ready to leave for the Sierra de Guadarrama. His brigade advances along the front, but Falangists (members of a far-right nationalist party) who have infiltrated their group shoot the Republican leaders from behind. They are arrested by the political commissioner Gartner and will be shot, unless Manuel decides otherwise. The fascist advance has been halted, at least for the moment.

			Garcia and a Red Cross doctor talk about the stance taken by the famous writer Miguel de Unamuno, who has lost his position as rector of the university for speaking out in favour of the militias. Scali and Garcia discuss the tragic dimension of the revolution.

			Manuel gives the go-ahead for the traitors to be shot. Republican fighter planes drive away the bombers that are attacking the city. The firefighter Mercery dies a hero’s death driving back the enemy with a fire hose. Reinforcements have arrived in the form of Russian planes, and Manuel decides to defend Madrid whatever the cost. He realises that, as he has risen in the military hierarchy, he has lost part of his humanity. However, Ximenes tells him that this is inevitable, as a leader must lose his soul in order to command. Magnin, who is in Valencia, learns that the Francoists have taken Malaga.

			Taking stock of eight months of war

			Forty thousand Italian soldiers try to cut all communication lines to Madrid by taking Guadalajara, but they are routed by the Republican forces. Manuel and Ximenes meet Magnin and Garcia in Guadalajara, and the four men look back on the eight months of war.

			On the eastern front, Magnin’s squadron carries out a successful bombing raid on a secret fascist airfield. Some time earlier, the airman Scali was in Madrid, where he found a map showing Franco’s secret airfields among the papers of an Italian fascist who had been taken prisoner. One of Magnin’s three planes is pursued by the enemy and shot down in the mountains. The dead or wounded airmen are escorted to Valdelinares, under the respectful gaze of the local peasants.

			Manuel, who is now in Brihuega, reflects on how he has changed over the course of the war. He concludes that, by the time peace arrives, he will be a different man.
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