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With Conrad’s proposal still ringing in her ears, Leslie’s elated at first, finally confident in the new love they’ve found together. Soon, though, doubts begin to creep in.

Conrad still isn’t divorced, and his ex, Kyra, isn’t going to give him up without a fight. 

Leslie’s family and her first husband’s relatives have to be told about the engagement. They’re sure to have some very big opinions about the widowed Leslie marrying again. After all, it’s only been a year and a half since Michael’s tragic death from cancer.

On top of all that, new difficulties with work arise for both Leslie and Conrad, challenges that will test their relationship. 

Can they forge a new future together while everything is so unsure?
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“Nice ring, Ms. Wallis,” Conrad Dane said, touching the stone on Leslie’s finger.

She pillowed her head on her arm. They were on the ocean liner office desk that had come with their rental house in Vancouver, where Conrad’s show filmed. Once again, Leslie thanked the heavens that the desk had been too big for movers to get out the door. Although it was too big to write at, it made a great trysting place—though a little too uncomfortable for afterglow-snuggles. “Thanks. It was a gift.”

He snorted in laughter. “It’s an engagement ring. I certainly hope it was a gift.”

“Oh, it was. This really hot guy I know gave it to me.” She leaned in closer to him and dropped her voice to a whisper, “He’s a famous actor, you know.”

“Did he now? I bet he’s talented, too.” He stroked her thigh.

“His tongue is very talented.” 

He casually slapped her rump. “What about his acting abilities?”

“Oops, I meant as an actor!” She mockingly covered her mouth. “The other just slipped out.”

He laughed. “Or slipped in?”

She giggled. When was the last time she had giggled at anything? “Oh, that too.”

He shook his head. “Just a piece of meat.”

She gestured to his outrageously ripped body. “Well, look at you.”

He glanced down. “Boomer thinks I’m doing okay, but wants to tighten up my diet again.”

“That man’s a menace.”

“He’s a personal trainer. He gets paid to be a menace.” He kissed her shoulder.

Leslie held out her hand and stared at the ring. If anyone had told her three years ago that she’d be wearing another man’s diamond, she’d have laughed in their face. Wait—probably slapped their face. Back then she had been living an entirely different life. She was in San Francisco, married to Michael, her college sweetheart, writing wildly popular novels under a pen name, and dreaming of the day when they could start a family. 

Then the dream had turned to ash. Michael had been diagnosed with terminal cancer, and died after a year-long battle. Leslie had packed up the house and started over in New York, to be near her publisher and agent. After a year of widowhood, she’d made friends with Amber and Josie down the hall, and trusted them with her secret: that her pen name was Evelyn Frock. Leslie was the writer of the best-selling mystery novels in the world. They had taken the news in stride. 

Immediately after, Leslie had invited them to accompany her on vacation to the Caribbean, where she met Conrad Dane, reeling from the recent breakup of his marriage. His wife, Kyra, had been cheating all along. He and Leslie hit it off and fell for each other, hard. Kyra decided not to let her husband go without a fight. She had spent the last six months manipulating her fans via social media, trying to get Conrad back, or ruin him if she failed. Leslie had been forced to reveal her secret identity. She and Conrad had moved in together. It had been a difficult road, trying to balance her career and his with their increased fame, but they had done fairly well. Then Leslie ended up getting snapped by the paparazzi looking cozy with Beau, the screenwriter turning her first five books into movies. It had taken a flurry of voicemails and a bunch of their friends to convince Conrad he’d overreacted, and that Leslie wouldn’t cheat like Kyra had. Leslie had come home terrified it was all over between them. Instead, Conrad had proposed. 

Leslie looked down at the ring again. It stopped just short of her second knuckle. 

“Sorry it didn’t fit.”

“That’s okay. I wouldn’t expect you to know my size.”

“And I was in kind of a hurry to get it. Spur of the moment.” 

She gave him the side eye. “Worried you were going to change your mind? We have only known each other for six months.”

Conrad’s look grew fierce. “I knew from day one I was going to marry you. I’ll never change my mind.”

“Your soon-to-be-ex has screwed you over so badly you’ve tried to break up with me twice,” Leslie commented, trying to keep her voice neutral.

“But then I calmed down and wised up, and went right back to wanting to marry your cute little ass,” he told her, nibbling on her lips as he said it.

“I’m glad.” Leslie looked at the ring again. 

Her expression must have been thoughtful, because Conrad said, “If you don’t like it, we can get a different one. I figured you’d have a pretty good idea what you’ve always wanted in an engagement ring.”

“I did, once.”

“Then what’s wrong?” He thought for a moment, then a worried expression crossed his face. “Oh shit, you’ve been here before. When Michael proposed. You’ve already had the perfect ring.”

She shook her head. “No, actually I didn’t. Michael went to very big lengths to design me the ultimate ring, on his limited budget. He talked of how obsessive he got about it. Funny thing was, he never asked me what I wanted so, and I feel really disloyal for saying this, I didn’t really like the one he had made. It was too elaborate. But I could never find the courage to tell him, because he was so proud of what he did.”

“He never knew?”

“Never.”

“Then why do you keep staring at this one?”

“Because it’s about halfway between his and what I really want. And I was thinking about how to explain that to you. It’s beautiful. It reminds me of him, but I love you, and the proposal, and I don’t want to hurt your feelings.”

“I’m not offended at all. You shouldn’t pretend. You’re going to have to look at that thing every day for the rest of your life. It should be something you love, something that makes your heart sing every time you see it.”

Leslie looked surprised. “That’s a very enlightened attitude.”

He snorted. “I upgraded Kyra’s ring four times.”

Her mouth dropped open. “Bull crap!”

He smiled shyly. “It never bothered me. The more money I made, the more I enjoyed doing it. It made her happy.”

Leslie was speechless.

Conrad wrapped an arm around her. “I love you. I’ll call the owner and he’ll make whatever you want. I have the money. Let’s spend it on something you’ll cherish. Unless you have a maker in mind, like Tiffany’s, or Harry Winston or somebody.”

“Your guy is fine.” She snuggled into his embrace. “I feel like a fairy godmother is handing me wishes.”

“Good. That’s how I want my fiancée to feel.” 

She leaned in to kiss him. “I’d like to know how my fiancé feels.”

His smiled turned into a sly grin. “He feels like he wants to be inside you. Again.” He carried her to their bedroom, laying her on top of the bed comforter. “You’re beautiful. And sexy.” 

The words, as much as the sight of him joining her on the bed, brought a flush to her cheeks. He was beyond gorgeous, beyond sexy. And all hers.

He stretched himself out over her, kissing his way down the curve of her throat to her shoulder, down to her breast. He sucked her nipple into his mouth. 

Leslie wrapped an arm around the back of his neck, her nails scratching at the nape in circular motions following his tongue’s motion. The other hand she slid down the length of his spine, feeling his muscles shift beneath the skin as he moved, following the valley between her breasts. A moan slipped from her lips and her body arched toward him, her head falling back against the bedding. 

“Tell me,” he whispered between kissed and licks, “what you want, love.” 

“You,” Leslie begged, “inside me.” She wrapped her legs around his hips, dragging him down to her. “I want you. Now.” 

Conrad groaned, and then his hand was slipping down between them, two fingers sliding into her body and finding her wet and wanting. They stroked over the place inside her that made white sparks dance along the insides of her eyelids.

She growled when he stopped suddenly, and before she could open her eyes to protest he shifted and was sliding into her. 

She cried out as he filled her, his length rubbing all the right places inside her. Her fingers curled against his back until her stroking left the red lines of nail marks behind. 

They moved together like that, no words shared, only the sound of their breathing, the little noises spilling from each of them with pleasure and want. 

She felt him spiraling higher, joining her as she built toward the orgasm that waited just out of reach. Her fingers stroked through his hair faster, needing more. She could feel his breath against her shoulder, his forehead nearly resting against her collarbone. 

“More,” she managed. 

His hard, throbbing pace picked up. Once. Twice. Then once more before she screamed out. Conrad followed her over the edge, shuddering all the way down the length of his body with release. 

They lay panting, tangled together in a beautiful mess, trying to catch their breath. 

***
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Hours later Leslie and Conrad ordered Chinese, and sat on the couch, eating and talking. Once the leftovers were cleared, they took a selfie, snuggled up on the couch together, and posted it on Instagram. Fans would be clamoring for news that the couple was still together. 

“I’m glad you didn’t want to announce the engagement tonight,” Leslie said.

“On social media? No.” Conrad shook his head. “That kind of thing needs to be strategized with our PR team.” 

She laughed. “We don’t have a PR team. We have Amber.”

“And she does a better job than anyone I’ve had working for me in the past. I can’t believe she tended bar before this.”

“What always blew me away was that she made enough in tips to live in New York. Not out in the boonies, either. I mean, we didn’t have a doorman, but our building had an elevator.”

“The scariest elevator on the planet.”

“Yeah, but having one made the rent higher.”

“And she could afford it on tips.”

“With Josie paying the other half. But yeah, they pay bartenders crap.”

“Well, whatever she did there, it made her perfect to handle our publicity.”

“And Josie’s job in customer service made her a perfect personal assistant. Come to think of it, I probably need to give them a raise,” Leslie said, taking the remote from Conrad and flipping the channel.

“Once you tell them we’re engaged, you do,” Conrad said, leaning back into the pillows.

Leslie lowered the volume on the TV. “What do you think they’re going to say?”

“Hopefully, ‘congrats’.” He stretched out an arm to reclaim the remote.

She held it out of his reach. “I’m about to make their jobs much more difficult.”

“Which is why they deserve a raise.” He gestured for her to surrender the remote. “And we’re making their jobs worth the money we’ll pay them.” He winked.

Leslie shook her head. “This is going to mess with your divorce.”

He dropped his hand, a frown creeping up onto his face. “Maybe. Or maybe it’ll convince Kyra that it’s over for good, and she’ll sign the papers and walk away.”

Leslie switched the TV off. “That’s not how Kyra does things.”

Conrad paused. “No.”

“Is that why you proposed? To try to force her into signing?”

“No! I proposed because I want to spend the rest of my life with you. I didn’t think of Kyra at all,” he said firmly.

“You didn’t think?” Leslie sat up straighter, panic rising in her chest. “We didn’t think.”

“What’re you talking about?”

“What am I going to tell my family? They’re still trying to get used to me dating! They’re still chasing reporters away who want to know how it feels to be the parents of Evelyn Frock.”

“Why did you pick the name ‘Evelyn’, anyway?”

Leslie knew he was trying to distract her and she tried focusing on the distraction. “It was my grandmother’s name. She died right before I was born. I never met her, but she was the love of my grandad’s life.”

“That’s sweet.”

She nodded, her mind racing back to what her parents were going through and what they’d do when they found out about the engagement. What would Michael’s parents think? “My folks are going to have to hire their own security once we announce we’re getting married.”

Conrad leaned across the couch, snagged Leslie’s waist with his arm, and pulled her close. “It’s all going to be okay.” Then he kissed her, stopping her next worrying comment from crossing her lips.
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Chapter 2
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When Leslie told the girls, the room erupted in noise.

Josie started jumping up and down. “He proposed?! That’s so awesome!”

Amber grabbed her hand, staring at the ring, her mouth hanging open. “It’s beautiful! How’d he do it? I bet he did something incredibly romantic. He’s so the type. When? Last night? How—”

“No.” Leslie cut her off before she forgot all the questions. “He did it a week ago, when I got back from L.A.”

Josie added a holler to her jumping. Leslie laughed, and noticed Amber’s expression change.

“Why am I just hearing about this now?” she asked sternly.

“The ring he proposed with didn’t fit. It was just temporary.” Leslie was babbling, she knew it, but couldn’t stop herself. “So, the next day we went in and designed this one together. It wasn’t ready till this morning.” She shrugged. “I didn’t think it was a big deal.” Yet.

“You should have told us. The press is going to have a field day.”

Josie stopped jumping. “Come on, Amber. Don’t be a buzzkill. Leslie’s getting married!”

Leslie grinned, happiness flooding her. Everything was going to be alright. Conrad wanted to be with her forever. She was getting married. She was marrying the most handsome guy on the planet! It felt like her smile was about to crack her face in half. She couldn’t stop. “I didn’t want tell you without the ring as
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