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Dedicated for:

To students of medicine. To the many brave medical professionals fighting the coronavirus. Because of your sacrifice, labor, and courage, you present the best hope that Man can hopefully conquer this modern scourge, the coronavirus (COVID-19). God bless you all.

Because of coronavirus, many medical professionals would go on to die in the service of medicine. To the many who died for this disease, this disease has been a catastrophe the world did not need. Overall this book is dedicated to all the medical professionals who risk their lives treating the victims of coronavirus, and for the many researchers who crusade around the world to fight the disease, coronavirus. May the cure be found and the world can know deliverance from this threat to the world, may it be found as fast as it can.

'Ages would suffer from disease, broken bones, cancer, aging, sunburn, cuts, bruises, and injuries of any kind. Medicine was founded to fight these scourges, to make bodily wrong, bodily right, to replace sadness with happiness.'   -talk on medicine


Epigraph:

'In the 21st century a disease would appear out of Wuhan China called coronavirus. It would spread by airplane, cruise ship, land, and sea being carried by those who didn't know they had it at all. It would spread far and wide going worldwide. It would so stun the world, it would panic nations, forcing lockdowns, and cancelling the rhythms of modern life. It would send many to the grave and infect legions more. Nations would race to find its cure but have to endure bewilderment, panic, and bureaucratic nightmares. It became a nightmare society would be shaken of, perhaps never recovering from.'   -talk on medicine

'Man should not develop the biological weapon. It is the tinkering with a disease to use as a weapon on an enemy. However a disease has to be handled with precise care. Should he make a mistake he can release it into the environment, not just infecting the enemy but also his own people. A disease courses through society indiscriminately killing, laying waste to countless. Because it is the agent of death it is, this would fascinate the warrior, the general, the politician, the mad doctor, and the madman for its killing power, for its ability to kill with the power of God.'   -talk on history


'Of all the scourges of history, disease is among the most insidious. It strikes when no one knows it, it infects, and it can kill. It upsets families, lives, and states. It troubles society to annihilate it, but it has the insidious habit of being able to annihilate society instead.'   -talk on medicine

Dedication:

Disease has had a long and tragic history with Man. It can be anything like a virus or bacteria to almost anything. It infects people, causing warts, damaged tissue, and problems of many sorts. It can grow so ominous it can threaten with death and even kill. Disease can spread through society with a killer touch, laying waste countless. It is a scourge known to many ages and for which goes on even now. When a disease strikes, doctors go to work to try to stop it, to cure it, and also to destroy it. If they cannot, it can go monstrous lasting ages until finally it passes. It is a scourge that manifests in ages ancient and modern. It is here to stay, haunting Man, being a curse for which many seek to find the cure. People overall need to understand disease if there is any hope to stop it.

Overall this book is dedicated to the many victims of the coronavirus. It would strike in the year 2020 and take the world by storm. It would kill legions, infecting others, and generally scourging the world of this time. This book is overall for the legions of doctors and medical professionals fighting this disease.

The coronavirus would appear suddenly in 2019 out of Wuhan, China. It would be sudden, surprising, and quite lethal. It spreads by touch, wind, breath, and other means. It would sweep the world delivering death and suffering to millions. An international effort would arise to fight it, but it takes time to find a cure and answers. As of summer 2020 its rampage continues on with nothing really stopping its scourge. It makes victims of the innocent, all races, all nations, the aged, and many more. It strikes particularly tragically in the hospitality industry finishing many jobs and forcing desperation on many. It is a scourge the world just does not need as it suffers from so much. It is hoped the scourge would pass, but idle hope would not bear fruit. For now it rages on and no one knows when it ends. Here we review the overall phenomena, scourge, and tragic reality that is the coronavirus crisis.

'Disease is an insidious nightmare. People are alive, youthful, filled with life and vigor. A disease can change all that. It can strike and take it all away, suddenly you are here, the next day you are not.'   -talk on disease

Overall this book is intended as a general introduction to coronavirus, primarily intended for introductory biology and medical students. It is intended for audiences generally with no prior knowledge of medicine, biology, and its intricate issues. Overall it is hoped the medical student comes away from this book with a good general understanding of the coronavirus, medicine, its epic problem, and its implications for the world to fight and ultimately be victorious over this new international disease nightmare, the coronavirus (COVID-19). Enjoy the read.

'Human life will not last forever. It is mortal, vulnerable to death, and ever so fragile. It needs to be understood. For many a good long life in prosperity is their highest ideal. They know how fragile and precious life is, how easy it is to ruin it, and how sudden it can be to lose it as well.'   -talk on life


'All people want is a happy and long life. But as it is sorrowfully known, not all people get it. Instead they get lives knowing the dark of life in madness, misery, disease, horror, fear, hunger, thirst, and a thousand experiences no one wants to have.'   -talk on history

Foreword: The Disease Crisis of 2020, The Coronavirus Problem

In the year 2019 something horrific would be born in Wuhan, China. It would be a virus, a microbial horror capable of causing disease, called coronavirus. It would spread from there infecting legions and in time passing to the world. Efforts would be made to counter it, to control it, but it would not succeed. This disease would be born and spread about wildly, going this way or that, seemingly going anywhere and everywhere. What caused it? Why did it happen?

It would be spread to tourists who would disappear to plane, ship, car, bus, and train. They would go back to their home nations and unknowingly spread the disease about. It would cause an epidemic infecting legions and killing many. It would shock the world into a funk that a new and profound horror had arrived. It would stun nations driving governments into making radical decisions. It would see lockdowns, curfews, economic shock, and much more tragedy.

It would seemingly spread to every nation and corner on Earth, only a few places would be spared. It would see many come down with symptoms and have to go to a hospital. Here they would go on to die, but before they passed, they breathed on doctors and nurses sending many to their own graves. It would cut its way murderously through elderly populations killing almost whole nursing homes and medical staff. It would get so destructive and scary it would panic almost the whole world. Its killing is by no means done and it awaits to see what more it does in death and misery.

It would stun governments of the world with its sudden horror. Nations would be sent into panic over it all. It would prove so contagious it seems like it can indiscriminately cut down anyone. Panic would befall all manner of place ranging from Indian reservations to world power nations, it seems like no one would be spared. It would upset all manner of activity like sports, religion, college, school, shopping, travel, and so much else. Wherever people congregate in masses, the disease spreads wildly. It would upset almost the whole world with its grim death toll, infections, and ruined lives. Its carnage and rampage has not abated and it could just last for years.

The disease would cause untold panic and misery. Only horrors like the Spanish flu of 1918 and the Black Death could eclipse it. It would send nations into panic causing leaders to try anything to slow the expansion like wearing masks and social distancing. There would be no cure or vaccine. The desperation of it all would drive people to near madness, having to stay at home, and worse. A rush to buy items like hand sanitizer, toilet paper, and more would ensue causing massive shortages of these items.

Many companies and medical groups would tackle coronavirus. Here they would study it to make cures and vaccines. However the process that it takes to make these things is time consuming. So time consuming in fact many estimated it would be years later if anything could be made. Meanwhile many would go on to die and the disease spreads anonymously, transmitting through cough and sneeze. It is pervading the society striking nations with immense tragedy. The disease would go on to infect royalty, prime ministers, presidents, indeed anyone, and also make its way to institutions of power like the White House. Its lethal touch would spring anywhere troubling so many.

Overall the coronavirus would spring out of nowhere. It would prove more insidious than other diseases. Disease horrors like Sars, Ebola, Mers, AIDS, and so much would be eclipsed by this. It would upset society so completely, the world would rise up demanding answers as to why its misery happened. Here in this book, we will study and review the nature of the modern nightmare called coronavirus. Here we will attempt to understand its tragedy, what caused it, why it happened, whom it affected and also where it could go. Here we seek an answer to the what and why of coronavirus, attempting an explanation of this new and profound nightmare currently victimizing the world in 2020.

For the student reader, we will explore the overall catastrophe that is coronavirus more closely.

'Man has known many scourges in history ranging from war to hunger. Disease however would exact its own tragic price on Man. It springs by surprise, sweeps its age, killing many, and like its victims it goes on to die. Man has despised disease for its senselessness, surprise, and epic sorrow it causes.'   -talk on medicine


'Disease can manifest as anything like virus or bacteria. They are entities of life so small no one can see them. It is for this reason that it is silent, invisible, and ghostly, having a nature bewildering Man surprising Man with death.'   -talk on medicine

Preface: Disease

Disease is an ancient scourge of Man appearing in all ages of history.

It can manifest as anything like a virus, bacteria, infection, cancer, or what. It is a thing that affects the human body, troubling it, upsetting it, and also troubling the person of the body. It strikes by anything like a cut, mosquito bite, sting, eating poisoned food, and drinking contaminated water. Once it gets inside the body, it can go wild and run amuck. It can overwhelm cells, cause a tumor, threaten organs and worse. In order for it to kill it needs to threaten some vital organ of the body or system. If it can paralyze, it can also go on to kill. For this it is a scourge doctors fear and fight to cure as well.

Diseases would be infamous killers of history. They would strike in many ages, manifesting as almost anything. They go on a tear starting with initial victims and going on to kill many others. Scourges like it would rip through many societies and many infamous examples are:

-Ebola -smallpox -bubonic plague -mumps -measles -AIDS -kwashiorkor -giardiasis -dysentery -rubella -yellow fever -smallpox -chicken pox

-Sars -Mers -Spanish influenza -influenza -Rocky Mountain spotted fever -elephantiasis -dengue fever -the common cold, and many others.

Diseases can manifest as anything. It generally begins with anything like:

-virus -bacteria -immunity decline -a cancer tumor forming -the action of a poison -the action of poisoned food -drinking contaminated water

-being near infected persons and contracting it -ingesting the eggs of a worm like tapeworm or fluke -cells gone disfunctional and cancerous

-inhaling poison gas -troubles with digestive organs -getting injured in a military strike -snakebite -getting stung by scorpion, bee, or wasp

In all there are many ways a disease can start and many manifestations of what a disease is. It strikes without knowing, spreading, and growing. Fighting it may prove futile and death may be the end. It is an insidious horror, always there, a threat being always possible.

Many would fight to find a cure for a disease. Healers would employ anything like the following:

-salves -potions -healing herbs -pills -tonics -bandages and ribbons -oils -resins -meats and flesh -decaying fish -injections of chemicals -vitamins and minerals

-drugs like cocaine, heroin, morphine, and the like -alcohol -medicinal herbs -roots -fruit and vegetables -drinks of some kind -smoke, etc.

Many of these 'methods' would prove successful, while others dramatically failed. Many 'cures' were sold by 'charlatans' and witch doctors, as well as traditional healers like shamans and priests of some faith. Cures would have their effect in some way, some delivery health, while others took life. In all people in desperation will try anything as they figure what do they have to lose. In all anything would be tried and life or death depended on what was done.

In dream and fantasy there is a substance called a 'panacea'. It is a 'cure all' for all disease and ailment. Ages would believe in its 'existence' in legends like the Holy Grail, the Fountain of Youth, and the Chinese legend, the Elixir of Life. Many would go on expeditions and missions to find such things ranging from Ponce de Leon to agents of the Chinese emperor Chin Shi Huang Ti. No one would find such a thing and it is presently not thought to exist. However many would suffer disease through ages, this would drive fantasies of believing a mythical and magical cure-all would also exist as well.

A cell is a small microbial entity. It consists of things like a cell wall, protoplasm (water inside), mitochondria (a cell organ), a nucleus (the center of a cell), DNA (a chemical for the genetic code), and other things. The human body is made of billions of them manifesting in types like nerve, blood, white, and other forms. Their function is to consist the body, to help it function, to establish structure, and to make for the body's reality. If they go 'wrong' in any way, cells can turn cancerous and go on to cause disease. It is overall studied in microbiology, oncology, and cellular biology.

Bacteria are kinds of cell just smaller and simpler. They exist outside the body inhabiting water, sea, and land. It is generally of simpler nature, growing in cultures, breeding wildly, and manifesting anywhere. Famous kinds are yeast (for fermentation), cocci, and others. Generally bacteria are harmless, but if they infect the body they can cause many diseases. Doctors fight it with medicines called antibiotic and more. They are part of Nature, some of the smallest life known, something that seems more chemical than life. It is studied in the science of bacteriology.

Virus are cell-like microbes. Overall they are packets with DNA inside and feelers. It is overall a parasite of cells. It infects, attaches to a cell, and subverts a cell as well. Its goal is to cause the infected cells to clone it and doing it wildly. If it can do this, cells can be perverted to make vast quantities of virus. Virus can take over many cells, perverting them, arousing disease, being a tumor, and in time killing a person as well. Doctors fight virus with many chemicals. It is overall an insidious kind of disease causing entity. It is studied in the science of virology.

Worms are organisms with examples like earthworms. Here people can eat contaminated meat infested with eggs of disease causing worms like tapeworm or fluke. Here people eat the meat and the eggs enter into a person's digestive system. They hatch and grow into worms parasitizing inside a body. It subsists off what a person eats and grows even larger. People afflicted with worms can go on to starve as all the food they eat feeds the worm. If the worm grows too big it can burst an intestine, an organ, and spontaneously emerge from a person's body. A worm can be highly destructive destroying a person from within, in time causing death. Problems like this strike people who are in hunger eating contaminated and uncooked meat.

Diseases when they strike can cause all kinds of scourge with the body. It can upset it, making bedridden its victim. Tragedies that diseases are known to cause include any of the following:

-fever -paralysis -belch -headaches -sores -pimples and warts -pain -upset stomach -tumors -blindness -deafness -loss of sense and sensation

-bleeding -aches -loss of coordination -hunger and thirst -outbursts of screaming -coughing and hiccup -changes of skin color -spots -indigestion, and more.

Each kind of disease manifests in different ways. Some attack the lungs, the brain, stomach, skin, bones, or what. Each has its nature and also inspiring its own treatments to fight it as well.

Disease is a major topic in medicine and medical research. Its topics and issues fill volumes in papers and professional journals. Here doctors investigate a disease, studying it for 'weaknesses', and devising means to attack it in hopes of curing a disease. Some diseases are so problematic, no cure would be found for them. Instead doctors seek a 'treatment' or 'therapy'. This would be a method to fight the disease, but it does not cure it instead it makes it liveable. Here the therapy fights symptoms, to reduce pain, to make coping liveable, and hopefully the disease can be contained of its hurt and harm. Medical research studies many kinds of ailment and disease, seeking cures and therapies, driving scientific research against the age-old nemesis of Man, disease.

Doctors would invent means to fight a disease. They are techniques, chemicals, and treatments to cure the victim or at least make it manageable if no cure is found. Medicine would invent many a bewildering 'weapon' to fight disease and various things are:

-Vaccine.   This is the use of disease cells somehow made 'harmless'. They are injected into the body to cause the body to find an immune response to the disease. If a virus or bacteria suddenly really infects the body, then it prepares the body to really fight it as well. It battle trains a body in the fight against a disease. If the body is trained well enough, it would develop the immunity strong enough to defeat the real disease.

-Pills.   This refers to chemicals taken by swallowing. Here the chemical courses through the body, attacking the disease, trying to destroy it as well. If it succeeds the person can be cured. If it fails the victim suffers on and needs something else. A famous kind is known as aspirin.

-Medications.   This refers to any kind of chemical like a pill, ointment, lozenge, cream, vitamin, or what. Here the patient victim takes it by swallowing, injection, rubbing, drinking, or some other way. It combats an ailment relieving pain, providing relief, or doing something else cureable.

-Therapies.   This refers to any kind of weapon and treatment to fight disease. There are a bewildering variety each with its protocols, cures, and issues.

-Antibiotic.   Meaning 'against life', this is a chemical targeted to hunt down and destroy bacteria-based diseases.

-Cure.   This refers to any treatment that can successfully destroy a disease and save the life of the victim.

A disease is like an invading army of the body. It activates the body, declaring war, infecting, and its goal is to cause death. The body fears it and wants it destroyed. Immunity refers to the body's cells that fight disease. They are called into service, mobilized, and begins attack declaring war. The war rages on going this way and that. Chemicals called medicines are taken to help the body fight its war. If the body wins, the victim is cured. If the body loses the war, the victim can go on to die. Fighting disease is like a war, they have similar natures and parallel outcomes. Signs of the body fighting disease is fever, high blood pressure, high temperature, chills, stress, agony, and the like. If the body wins the war, these signs (symptoms) disappear with victory over the disease.

In the ancient world, medicine was little more than superstition, the occult, nonsense, and primitive thinking. Ancient peoples 'understood' the body in terms of magic, evil spirits, soul, anima (vital force), demons, occult powers, and superstitions. 'Medicine' in this age consists of casting 'spells', using 'magic potions', saying incantations, warding away evil sports, exorcising 'demons', and superstitious rituals. 'Doctors' of the ancient world were called shamans, witch doctors, occultists, sorcerers, witches, and healers. Doctors of the ancient world would have some 'medical success' in using plants, herbs, healing roots, fruits, and more as this can be like medicine and also anticipates modern medicine. However in the ancient world, disease was thought to be something magical or the possession of demons. As long as they were consumed by superstition, they 'understood' this way as well. Its known their 'cures' would largely fail and this would be so in that they were wrong, being consumed by lies, nonsense, and the insidious grip of the occult.

In the ancient world, shamans would believe in entities called 'evil spirits' and 'demons'. Demons are hellspawn sent by Satan, the Devil. Evil spirits are ghostly entities bent on harm against Man. In all its thought these entities 'existed', they 'invade' Man, and do him harm perhaps in pain, horror, and causing his own death. Shamans would try to ward away evil spirits and practice 'exorcism' with chants, spells, potions, magical symbols like the crucifix, etc. Its thought disease was caused by this in the ancient world and that only magical 'spells' could save the life of the 'victim'. In all medicine in ancient ages was contaminated with beliefs like this. Gradually such views would die out and modern medicine would emerge from this.

The 'ancient world' is not really dead. It thrives today in parts of the world where science does not exist nor is taught. There exists still primitive tribes, hunter-gatherers, and backward parts of the world. Here thrives voodoo, herbalism, primitive healing arts, the occult, etc. Here people subsist by any means they can. They cannot afford nor have access to modern medicine. In so doing, they revert to consult traditional healers, people for whom superstition and medicine of some kind are joined as one. It is a sadness of the modern age, that ancient tragic views of medicine still fluorish in disadvantaged and primitive parts of the world still.

In the ancient world, peoples would commission a 'healer' called the 'witch doctor'. He would be a person 'skilled in magic' commissioned to know healing herbs, to pray to the gods, to 'consult' spirits, to dance, to perform occult rituals, to 'divine', to consult oracles, to interpret omens, and to cast horoscopes. He would be a fixture of primitive tribes, of ancient civilizations, as part of cults, and so on. He would be the 'equivalent' of a 'doctor' but manifesting in superstitious ages. His goal would be to heal, to cure disease, to consult with the gods on healing, and work for remedies by potion, herb, occult practice, etc. He would manifest as a 'doctor' for ages until his replacement with modern medicine and today's medical professional. Ages of history would 'believe' in healers like this calling them with names like druids, shamans, witches, warlocks, healers, herbalists, soothsayers, oracles, and the like. Even though they are now discarded as pseudoscience, ancient ages would not know they were a lot of nonsense, thus they believed in them for ages with tragic outcomes.

Disease would get to be such a monumental scourge in history, people would believe in all kinds of magic and dream to fight it. Ancient leaders would send out expeditions searching for magical potions, holy waters, elixirs, and places of dream to find any 'cure' for disease. It would result in epic legends, fantasies, misadventures, and dramas found in myth and history. Disease would be so hated it would generate fantasies like:

-Elixir of Life (Chinese legend of a potion of immortality) -the Fountain of Youth (Ponce de Leon) -panacea (a mythical cure all for disease)

-Holy Grail (magical cup of Christ conferring immortality on its drinker) -prayers to gods of healing (magic to heal) -magical potions for healing and immortality

-holy water (water made pure by God for healing) -exorcism (an occult practice to ward away evil spirits and also to cure disease) -magical dances

-occult ceremonies and rituals to healing -the use of fetish, voodoo doll, and icon -prayers to idols for magic to heal -love potions, and much more.

Disease is today one of medicine's most topical issues. Here doctors study its nature, kinds of disease, ways to treat and fight it, victims, and much more. It would generate an enormous literature into its history, kinds, cures, therapies, and so on. Its issues occupy the attention of doctors worldwide. Disease is one of biology's and science's great issues. It has been an infernal scourge of Man for ages from the Stone Age to now. It has cut down the lives of millions and even now more go on to die for it. All ages would try to fight it with uneven results. Here today it is studied in a wide variety of subjects like:

-immunology -pathology -virology -bacteriology -cellular biology -microbiology -immunotherapy -parasitology -philosophy of disease -history of disease, etc.

In the modern age diseases of many kinds would be largely cured, while others rage on. Disease affects every nation on Earth, striking anyone anywhere. It can be caused by almost anything. Doctors through ages would try anything to fight disease and they would come far. Medicine would largely begin with superstition, but in time it would advance and evolve. Disease would be interpreted as something occult for ages, and in time this would be largely discredited and die out in time. Disease is still with Man, troubling him, being a scourge, killing many. Its insidious nightmare continues on. There is hope one day all diseases will one day be cured, but that is a dream for another time and another world. Diseases for now are here to stay, only understanding them and finding cures against them can truly destroy them as well.

For the student reader, we will review disease more closely.

'Disease of itself is not evil, only men can be that way. Disease however is a murderous phenomena of Nature. It is born of cells and agents, it infects, and if left untreated it can go on to kill. For this people interpret disease as evil, its real nature is that it is an agent of death, lurking, silent, ominous, its threat is always possible and Man must guard himself if he would triumph over disease.'   -talk on medicine


'Death is the end of life. It lurks, its inevitable, silent, and completely dark. Suddenly life is over and no one knows what happens next. Is there a Heaven or Hell, an afterlife or underworld? Religions of the world teach anything, who is right after all?'   -talk on death

Introduction: Epidemic (Runaway Scourge of a Disease)

Diseases would go on to affect parts of the world and also the whole world.

Diseases can begin with almost anything and starts with a few victims. It can spread from there being like a wildfire. If caught in the beginning, it can be finished with a cure. If not it can rage wildly out of control, sweeping through society, cutting much of it down as well. For this it goes on to be an infamous murderous phenomena of Nature called an 'epidemic'. If an epidemic goes worldwide, it can gain the name of 'pandemic' (pan-epidemic, disease of the whole world).

A disease can begin almost anywhere. It can start with mutations (changes in cell DNA) of previously harmless bacteria or what. Now it can infect a few people. Those people (infectees) can do anything to spread it. They can go on to hug, kiss, touch, cough, breathe, shake hands, and more with others. In so doing they can spread the disease by touch or breath. In closed communities and group settings, a disease can spread widely infecting one and all. If it cannot be stopped, no one knows how far it will go in infecting peoples.

Diseases can spread wildly, infecting insidiously as they go. They can make victims of anyone like:

-races -young -old -kids -men -women -infirm -handicapped -mentally retarded -professionals -homeless -inmates, indeed anyone. Disease can go anywhere. It can infitrate homes, nursing homes, schools, colleges, city hall, hospitals, libraries, malls, businesses, indeed anywhere. Its murderous touch cannot be blocked or stopped, it contaminates all claiming victims anywheres it goes.

Diseases can manifest as a scourge called the epidemic. It goes on to kill legions which can mean anything like a few hundred to thousands and millions of deaths. The body count can be huge, ominous, and corpses can fill many morgues. Society stricken with epidemics go panicky and helpless. They take to prayer, seeking doctors for cure, turning to shamans for spells, and anything goes. Bodies can pile up in the streets and fill many cemeteries. Society descends into panic, cries of the end of the world are heard, hysteria has gone wild, and no one knows how it ends.

Epidemics would make for sorry chapters of history. They would take their place in history with other catastrophic events like:

-wars -world wars -Hitler -invasions by the Mongols -volcanic eruptions -tsunami -earthquakes -landslides -tribal wars -wars of religion

-wars of the Romans -empire vs empire wars -regional conflicts like Korea and Vietnam -genocides -the Nazi Holocaust -sinkings of ships

-panics -depressions -lynch mobs and vigilantes -the burning of the Library of Alexandria -invasions and rebellions -wars for conquest -Pol Pot

They would rage through history with epic nightmares like the Black Death, the Spanish flu, polio, smallpox and more.

If an epidemic strikes in a superstitious age, panic almost certainly breaks out. Dramas and scourges that could happen include:

-the use of exorcists -witch trials like Salem -burning at the stake -lynch mobs and vigilantes -prayers to ward away evil spirits and the Devil

-the casting of 'spells' -consulting with astrologers and soothsayers -the use of oracles -prayers to the gods, and much more.

In all the panic of this consumes the superstitious age and it reacts violently and in terms of superstition as well.

Columbus would discover America in 1492. He would begin an era where European powers would set out for empire, to explore the Americas, to colonize it, and in time overwhelm it as well. He would encounter a novel race of Man unknown to Europe, the Native American. He would set into motion a trend where Europeans would invade and unleash diseases unto the natives. European diseases would go wild with them, cutting them down in legions, driving whole tribes to extinction. It would go on to be one of the sorriest and tragic nightmares of human history, it came close to slaughtering Native Americans to extinction. Alas this would not happen, but diseases would wreak havoc, killing those with no immunity, finishing many peoples in epidemic.

The bubonic plague would come to Europe in the Middle Ages. It would spread with mice infecting communities not knowing this was a problem. It would spread wildly, killing legions, sending a third of Europe of its age to death. It would cause one of history's most infamous panics. Europe would almost self destruct, going wild with superstition, descending into hysteria, panic consuming all. In time it would slaughter legions, but not without scarring Europe and history with its scourge. Bubonic plague has not totally died and yet still it keeps on killing in parts of the world. In some sense the Black Death is still with us, haunting the world, not being as devastating as it was, but living on, continuing on even now with its insidious touch of death.

In the 19th century of Hawaii, a disease called leprosy would hit this island kingdom. Its victims would gain the name of 'leper'. The disease attacks its victims, crippling them, plunging them into many ills. It would incense this place once an island kingdom nation all its own. It would disturb the locals of Hawaii inducing panics and plans of how to attack it. In time the king of Hawaii would come up with a solution. He would round up its victims, the lepers. He would gather them, exile them to a local island called Molokai, there they would live until all of them died. No cure for leprosy was known then and thus it was so chosen to save Hawaii from anymore ills with leprosy. A priest named Father Damien would live among the lepers, contract the disease, and go on to die from it. He would go on to be a saintly character in Hawaii's history for this.

Epidemics would be epic scourges of history. Doctors and governments would try to fight it in anyway they could. They would set out to attack the disease in ways like the following:

-rounding up masses and exiling them -using vaccines to immunize the masses -using cures en masse -isolating groups with the disease -quarantine

-advising social distancing -confining victims to homes -interring the infected in camps -exiling them from society -using novel treatments

-consulting with unproven treatments -trying to devise any potion, pill, and chemical for immediate use, and indeed anything at all.

They would have hopes and sporadic success in isolating and finishing the disease. In time society developed immunity and the disease slowly faded. Doctors hoped victims would go on to die, or somehow it would miraculously disappear. In time their hopes would bore fruit and an epidemic would die.

Disease is a recurring problem of history. It starts innocently and innocuously, seemingly anonymous and no one knows what is going on. It starts out with a few victims and it can spread from there. It can go wild sending millions to the grave. Epidemics would stun societies for their ages. They would seek to understand them, probing them, theorizing, and trying to find cures. Ages would come up with any explanation ranging from demons to microbes, anything goes. They strike without warning, terrorizing the ages that get them. They would leave infamous chapters in history. Medicine seeks to solve these problems, finding a cure, and ridding the world of these scourges. It has had sporadic success. However not all diseases are cured, therefore their scourges can happen again. For the time being epidemics continue to be with Man, a part of the world, a terror haunting ages past and also ages to come.

'Man really does not understand his life and in history for the most part has failed to understand disease. For his failing, he gets these horrors of panic, surprise and death. He thinks he knows the answer, but somehow he fails. He works to cure it, but in time realizes how helpless he really is.'   -talk on medicine


'Life is short, it can be cut down by anything. People get killed by anything like lightning, drowning, snakebite, hunger, thirst, cold, suicide, and murder. Disease is also on this list, its effect is as hated as murder.'   -talk on medicine

Introductory comments:

Disease and epidemics are infamous scourges of history. They would strike without warning, being sudden, killing many, taking their toll, and fading away. Man in ages would get horrified with epidemics, seeking to fight them. At times he would succeed but he would also fail as well. History would know epic nightmares like the Spanish flu, the Black Death, polio, smallpox, Ebola, and many others. They would strike in various ages and times, killing millions, and leaving their infamous chapters behind. Doctors would seek to understand epidemic and also seek to destroy them as well. They would come far in medicine, but the journey would not be done. It is not known if medicine will ever reach its dream of curing all disease. For now it hopes and dreams, and it awaits if it will happen in another time.

A disease would appear out of Wuhan, China in 2019. It would gain the name of coronavirus also called COVID-19 (coronavirus disease of 2019). It would strike suddenly of origin lost in controversy. It would spread wildly infecting native Chinese and killing many. It would panic this place and other regions of China into lockdown, hoping to check its spread. However it would spread wildly infecting tourists as well







