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Daniel is one of my favorite Biblical characters found in God’s word. I am obviously not alone, for he was one in whom God also delighted, for twice in the history of mankind does God single out believers for their righteousness, that being at Ezekiel 14:14,20, where God singles out Noah, Daniel, and Job!

And so, we will be looking at this prophet of God, who was taken into exile from his homeland as a youth and spent his entire life, well into his nineties, serving God where he was placed, never having married, or ever having a family of his own.

We will be drawing almost all the information that we have on Daniel from the book of Daniel, which is the book that God had Daniel write down for Him on behalf of the human race. And one thing is sure, which is that one will be blessed in reading this account of Daniel, for he truly was a faithful servant of God, as one whom God has included in His eternal word as someone that we can look to as being a hero of the faith!

Please note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has four sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. Then in Addendum C, we have an exposition of Daniel 9:24-27. And then in Addendum D, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from the standpoint of the prophetic Scriptures! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical worldview!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

“Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.”

Proverbs 22:29
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Introduction to the prophet Daniel and how he came to be in Babylon, which is where God had him for his lifetime of service!
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Some background information to know in order to set the stage for the time in history that Daniel lived!

As we begin this very interesting and informative journey in this portrait of the prophet Daniel, there is some background information that we need to note, so as to better understand what we will be reading in regards to Daniel. 

The first point of information to remember is that almost all we know about the prophet Daniel is what God reveals of him in the Old Testament portion of God’s word known as “The book of Daniel,” which is the book that God led him to write down for the benefit of all mankind.

The second point of information we need to be aware of here is that the book of Daniel was written down by Daniel in two different languages, that being partly in Hebrew and the other part in Aramaic, which were the languages of the day. And so, Daniel 1:1 to 2:4a and Daniel chapters 8 to 12 were written in Hebrew, which was and still is the language of the nation of Israel; while Daniel 2:4b to 7:28 were written down in Aramaic, which was the language of the Gentile (non-Jewish) world at the time of Daniel.

And then a third point of information we need to be aware of and keep in mind is that God has divided human history on earth into two time periods, these being BC and AD. BC stands for “Before Christ,” while AD means “in the year of The Lord,” from the Latin “Anno Domini.” And so, when considering the BC time period, we are to remember that the numbers decrease as we go towards AD, so that time is moving forward when we go from 722 BC to 586 BC. And then from the birth of The Lord Jesus Christ to the present, the numbers increase, so that time goes forward in going from 33 AD to 2025 AD!

How the prophet Daniel came to be in Babylon, with those from Judah who were brought there as exiles, where he enters the service of the king of Babylon!

We are first introduced to Daniel at Daniel 1:1-7, where we are told how he came to be in Babylon, there reading, with some capitalization added for emphasis, “[1] In the third year of the reign of JEHOIAKIM KING OF JUDAH, NEBUCHADNEZZAR KING OF BABYLON came to Jerusalem and besieged it. [2] The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar (which is an old designation for the land of Babylon, noting Genesis 10:10), to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. [3] Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in SOME OF THE SONS OF ISRAEL, INCLUDING SOME OF THE ROYAL FAMILY AND OF THE NOBLES, [4] YOUTHS in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge, AND WHO HAD THE ABILITY FOR SERVING IN THE KING’S COURT; and he ordered him TO TEACH THEM THE LITERATTURE AND LANGUAGE OF THE CHALDEANS. [5] The king appointed for them a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank, and appointed that they should be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service (literally 'stand before the king'). [6] NOW AMONG THEM FROM THE SONS OF JUDAH WERE DANIEL, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. [7] Then the commander of the officials ASSIGNED NEW NAMES TO THEM, AND TO DANIEL HE ASSIGNED THE NAME BELTESHAZZAR, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego."

Before commenting specifically about Daniel in the above, what would be useful here, especially for those readers who might not have much historical knowledge of those mentioned here, is that the nation of Israel had at this time been divided into two separate kingdoms from after the time of Solomon onward; with Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, retaining the kingship over the southern kingdom, which consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with its capital at Jerusalem; while the other ten tribes made up the northern kingdom of Israel under the leadership of Jeroboam, with its capital at Samaria. And so, by the time we come to king Jehoiakim mentioned above at Daniel 1:1, the northern kingdom of Israel had been brought into exile to Assyria by God due to their idol worship in unbelief, which exile occurred in 722 BC. 

So when we read at verse 1:1 above that Jehoiakim was king of Judah, we are to be aware that from extra-Biblical sources we know that Jehoiakim became king of Judah in 609 BC, while Nebuchadnezzar became king of Babylon in 605 BC, also noting here that Babylon was both the name of his kingdom and also its capital city.

Then when we read at Daniel 1:1 above, namely, "In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it," we are to realize that this took place in 605 BC. 

As an aside here, we should note that in God giving us these historical details in His word, such as naming kings and the length of their reigns, including when they came to power and over what kingdoms, is simply so that this could all be verified by archeological records, as it has in fact already been done, thereby again proving that these events and people are part of the historical records of mankind in general, and also that this is truly God’s word, for only God could have known and divulged to us in His word all these things centuries before they were even verified by archeological records! God truly is God, and He is truly amazing in all His doings!

And so, when we read at Daniel 1:2 that "The Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his (that is, Nebuchadnezzar’s) hand, along with some of the vessels of the house of God," we are to realize that this was because God's judgment was against the southern kingdom of Judah (noting 2 Kings 24:3,4), just as God's judgment had been against the northern kingdom of Israel before He gave them into the hands of the Assyrians, for them to take the capital of Samaria and then the people into exile in 722 BC (noting 2 Kings 17:6-20). .

Then as to how Daniel came to be in Babylon, we are to realize that the people of the southern kingdom of Judah, who were not killed when Nebuchadnezzar took the city of Jerusalem, were all exiled to Babylon! And so, among those exiled, as we see at verse 1:3, was Daniel, who is mentioned by name at verse 1:6 above.

Daniel, as a youth, being prepared to enter the personal service of the king of Babylon!

And so we see from verse 1:3 onward that once all the exiles had been brought to Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, as "the king" in view here, ordered "the chief of his officials" (called "the commander of the officials at verse 1:7) to "bring in some of the sons of Israel," for the purpose of these being prepared "for serving in the king's court." And what concerns us in this book is to also note from Daniel 1:6 that "Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah." 

It is important to grasp here that more than just these four, who are here mentioned, entered the personal service of king Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon, but these four are now singled out by God because they will be serving a specific purpose in God's plan in history, which God wants to see recorded for future generations of time and for all eternity to come!

We are also to note from Daniel 1:3 that we have the mention of "the sons of Israel," while at Daniel 1:6 we have the mention of "the sons of Judah," and that it was among these latter that there were "some of the royal family and of the nobles." We do not know here, neither are we told, whether the four named, namely "Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah," were from the royal family or from the nobles. The only thing we know for sure is that Daniel is called a prophet by God at Matthew 24:15, due to the fact that Daniel was the believer that God worked in and through to write down the book known to us as ‘Daniel,’ as is clear from Daniel 12:4.

And regarding the mention of "some of the royal family," it is important to notice that Isaiah had been led of God to prophesy to Hezekiah, king of Judah what we here read at Isaiah 39:5-7, "Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the Lord of hosts, [6] 'Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house and all that your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to Babylon; nothing will be left,' says the Lord. [7] And SOME OF YOUR SONS WHO WILL ISSUE FROM YOU, whom you will beget, will be taken away, AND THEY WILL BECOME OFFICIALS IN THE PALACE OF THE KING OF BABYLON.' " This prophecy needs to be seen as likely applicable here in the book of Daniel.

Then we see that the criteria being used for selecting those who were to "enter the king's personal service," was as we see at verse 1:4, in that they be: 1) YOUTHS; 2) in whom was no defect; 3) who were good-looking; 4) showing intelligence in every branch of wisdom; 5) endowed with understanding and discerning knowledge; 6) who had ability for serving in the king's court; and 7) who had the capacity to learn the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 

When one ponders this criterion for a moment, one soon realizes that some of these traits, if not all, would have more than likely been present in those who would have come from the royal family. Therefore, since Daniel and the other three mentioned were chosen, more than likely meant they had some training from the royal court in Judah, or were at least from the nobility! 

And some things to observe as an aside here is that kings could choose any woman from their kingdom as a wife, and in most cases likely did choose a woman who was attractive, which meant that the children born to them were more likely to be "good-looking." Another point to notice is that food in a royal court is not likely lacking, which would have an effect on one's intelligence, for malnourishment no doubt would affect a child in many ways. And we cannot fail to observe that one of the criteria was for one to have ability for serving in the king's court, which would have readily been learned from those who were coming from the royal court in Judah already! 

And what is also important to further notice here is that the word "including" at Daniel 1:3 is an added word by the translators, so that some translations take all the candidates for the king's service in Babylon from the royal family and the nobility, noting for instance what we read in the NET Bible translation, "The king commanded Ashpenaz, who was in charge of his court officials, to choose some of the Israelites who were of royal and noble descent," and also noting what we read at the New Revised Standard translation, "Then the king commanded his palace master Ashpenaz to bring some of the Israelis of the royal family and of the nobility." What this means then – and I agree with these two translations – is that DANIEL and the three youths chosen with him were all FROM THE ROYAL FAMILY or the nobility of the southern kingdom of Judah at Jerusalem! 

And so we see that after these youths were selected for service in the king of Babylon's court, they were to "be educated three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king's personal service," being provided until then "a daily ration from the king's choice food and from the wine which he drank." Therefore, since their exile took place in 605 BC, this means that DANIEL and his three companions would have ENTERED THE KING’S PERSONAL SERVICE IN BABYLON IN 602 BC, AS LIKELY STILL YOUTHS!

What we also notice from what we are told at Daniel 1:7 is that "Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah” are now given Chaldean names, that is, names of the Chaldean language, which are in corresponding order, "to Daniel he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach and to Azariah Abed-nego." 

And let us further note here, before we close this first chapter, that from Daniel 4:8 we learn that Daniel got his new Chaldean name “Belteshazzar” from Nebuchadnezzar's god at the time, noting what we there read, "But finally Daniel came in before me (that is, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon), whose name is Belteshazzar according to the name of my god, and in whom is a spirit of the holy gods; and I related the dream to him, saying..."

"Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.” 

Ephesians 6:5-8
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God uses the example of Daniel to teach those who are believers how to serve Him, even while in the employ of an unbeliever!
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What we are now to notice is that those who are God’s children yet on earth can learn from Daniel, and the three youths with him, that one can still serve Him effectively, even while directly employed by an unbeliever! And so let us note what God tells us at Daniel 1:8-16, as what Daniel was recorded as doing as he was being prepared to enter the personal service of the king of Babylon, "[8] But DANIEL MADE UP HIS MIND (literally 'set upon his heart') that he would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile himself. [9] NOW GOD GRANTED DANIEL FAVOR (literally 'lovingkindness') and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials, [10] and the commander of the officials said to DANIEL, "I am afraid of my lord the king, who has appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king." [11] But DANIEL said to the overseer whom the commander of the officials had appointed over DANIEL, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, [12] "Please test your servants for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. [13] Then let our appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of the youths who are eating the king's choice food; and deal with your servants according to what you see." [14] So he listened to them in this matter and tested them for ten days. [15] At the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than ALL THE YOUTHS who had been eating the king's choice food. [16] So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables." 

What is important to notice here is that at Daniel 1:8 it was Daniel who had made up his mind not to defile himself with the king's choice food and with the wine, and that it was Daniel who spoke to the one appointed as overseer over them in regards to abstaining from such for ten days, then further noting from Daniel 1:12-16 that the other three youths, namely Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, were also involved in this. What this says to us here is that Daniel was likely the one who initiated this and then influenced the other three youths to go along with his plan, even before Daniel spoke to the overseer about it. 

And what needs to be further observed  is that in reality it was no doubt God working by His grace and power in the heart of Daniel in such a way as to accomplish His purpose through him and the three youths with him. In other words, Daniel is just as sinful a human being as any other human being, in that he also had a sinful nature and he would act in accordance with that nature unless God intervened in His grace and power to accomplish His will through him, and also the others, which we see here that God did! 

So when we read at Daniel 1:8 that "Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself," that is to be seen as God at work in his life by His grace and power, since we see at Daniel 1:9 that, "Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials," God having done so simply because He was already at work in Daniel's life, and that of the other three youths, in order to accomplish His eternal purposes through them at this time!

What also needs to be kept in mind is that Daniel and the other three youths are all Jews in the second age of time, which meant that the dietary laws of the Old Testament still applied to them, in terms of what they were allowed to eat and what they were not allowed to eat, noting for instance what God tells us at Leviticus 11:46,47, "[46] This is the law regarding the animal and the bird, and every living thing that moves in the waters and everything that swarms on the earth, [47] to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean, and between the edible creature and the creature which is not to be eaten." 

What is also important to note from what we see happening at Acts 10:1-29 in this regard is that God had set the people of the nation Israel apart from the peoples of other nations through the eating of only the clean, while the Gentiles (that is, non-Jews) ate what was regarded by God as unclean. 

And so, in Daniel and the other three youths not wanting to be defiled with the king's food meant that these four youths, namely Daniel and his three friends, WANTED TO REMAIN AS SET APART AS VESSELS FOR GOD’S USE ONLY, while in the employ of this foreign king, which required them to make their resolve known right at the beginning of their training, as we see here. 

So one principle that believers of the present age can learn from Daniel and the other three youths is that being available as vessels for God's use only, wherever one may be in this present world, requires that one NOT COMPROMISE, in terms of MAKING THE DECISION TO ONLY OBEY GOD; that is, to ever live only in accordance with God's word, which is the revealed expression of His will for mankind while on earth! 

And what is clear here is that since Daniel and the other three youths with him desired live in obedience to God's word in this way, then this meant that we know for sure that DANIEL, and his three friends, were all BELIEVERS in The One true God of the Bible! 

What also needs to be noticed from Daniel 1:8 is that Daniel and the other three youths not only did not want to defile themselves by eating of the king's choice food, but that they also did not want to drink of the king's wine! Since there is no mention of wine in the dietary laws of the Old Testament, then we need to ask what the significance of abstaining from wine meant here. We do note from Leviticus 10:8-11 that the high priest and the priests were forbidden to take wine or strong drink when entering the tent of meeting, however, there is no evidence that Daniel and the other three youths were priests or were from priestly families. 

However, we do note from Numbers 6:1-4 that those who had taken the vow of a Nazirite, which involved having made a decision to remain separated unto God for His service alone, were not to drink wine or strong drink, noting what we there read, "[1] Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, [2] "Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 'When a man or woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to dedicate himself to the Lord, [3] he shall abstain from wine and strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar, whether made from wine or strong drink, nor shall he drink any grape juice nor eat fresh or dried grapes. [4] All the days of his separation he shall not eat anything that is produced by the grape vine
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