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The Massillon Public Library Adult Writer's Group was established in February of 2023. It was only supposed to last the month of February, to help kick start writers’ passion and to kick off the Your Novel is Now multi-month program at the library.

However, the writing group was such a success that it lasted far beyond February. Many of the writers have since released books, and grown far beyond any of them dreamed. The group meets twice a month, and has supported authors with editing, formatting, proofreading, and, most importantly, encouragement.
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Existence Confirmation

Writing is the Who, What, When, Where, and Why of Who I Am

What Saved My Life

An Escape

A Ballad and Dreams

Hard

Self-Discovery
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Existence Confirmation
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Alexxa Burton

Writing is...

self expression

self affirmation

inner communication

self confirmation

Writing is...

being heard

being known

finding immortality

being remembered

Writing is...

forcing my voice into the world

forcing my words into the world

fighting my way up for air

forcing the world to accept my soul

Writing is...

a way to fly

a way to live

uncompromising freedom

a way to never die

Writing is...

not pretending

not compromising

being free with my thoughts and ideas

not hiding anymore

Writing is...

existence confirmation
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The Who, What, When, Where, and Why’s of My Life
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Lisa A. Beltz

Who I am and a bit of what I’ve always been. Who is both my adversity and friend that I seek to placate or attempt to please.

What I use to express my most trivial fancies and my deepest thoughts. What I use to entertain or to purge my soul of its pain or rejoice in its triumphs.

When I view the losses and gains of the past and look forward towards the future. When I search my life wondering why I have been waiting and discovering the time to express myself in this way is now!

Where I soar to the heights of human existence in the mountains of my mind and plunge to the hellish-most parts of my being. Where I emerge cleansed and renewed.

Why I rise up early in the morn and work late into the night, looking with joy into the mirror before slumber, knowing the fulfillment of a good day’s labor. Why I am able to be the person that I am.
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What Saved My Life
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Dawn E. Dagger

Writing is

pen on paper

ink and dust

the force between

me

and myself.

Writing is

self-soothing -

like an infant

twisting their chubby fingers

in their mother's long locks of hair.

Writing is

the strength to burst

from the darkness

like a dandelion

in sidewalk cracks

Writing is

what saved

my life.
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An Escape
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Crystal Hoff

Writing is 

an escape for me 

to let my feelings 

out on paper. 

Writing 

helps me forget 

what’s going on 

in my personal life. 

When I start writing

hours seem to fly by. 

I love 

to write 

more 

than anything else. 

Writing 

gives me a purpose 

in my life. 

I sit in my chair 

and shut the world out 

with its incessant noise. 

All around me 

is quiet. 

My thoughts 

drift to clouded skies 

on the horizon. 

Lands far away 

and the green fields 

of times past. 

Then 

I am ready

to write.
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A Ballad and Dreams
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Donna J. Bunner

Writing is a ballad that has yet to be sung

An expression of words that has not yet seen on a wall hung.

A simple text to say how you feel or an email to explain how things are for real.

A memo listing upcoming events and chores or a letter from a loved one you can save and adore.

A notebook of memories from all around or a spiral lined paper of handwriting collections that are wired and bound.

A scrapbook of ideas and thoughts or a short story of poems or plays whose lines are taught.

A list of dreams of one hoping to achieve or a group of words thought in your mind for one to believe.

A task that needs to be written down to be remembered or an illustration of pictures and words to be drawn in sand and sun.
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