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    This book is for my twin sister, Dee Ann, who has a heart of gold and an unwavering smile every day.
I love you.

      

    

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

LOST IN THE WOODS  [image: image]  
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In the heart of the lush, sweltering forest, a world away from the ice-capped realm he called home, Percy the penguin found himself in an unexpected predicament. He had become lost, a tiny, feathered stranger in a land of towering trees, shimmering leaves, and oppressive heat. His heart raced as he waddled awkwardly through the underbrush, flippers ill-suited to the task. 
Percy's adventure began on a sunny day in the Antarctic. He
had always been a curious penguin, and when he heard the call of the unknown, he couldn't resist. 

His fellow penguins watched in disbelief as he wobbled  toward the dense forest that bordered their icy home. 

The journey was long, and Percy traveled far beyond what he had ever known. The forest canopy was dense, filtering the sunlight into dappled patterns on the ground below. He had no idea where he was or how to get back. 

Panic set in as the realization of being utterly lost enveloped him. The forest was full of strange and wonderful creatures. Birds with feathers of every imaginable color sang from the treetops, while insects buzzed and flitted about. 

Percy, though, was out of his element, and none of the forest creatures paid him much attention. He desperately wished for a friendly face, someone who could help him find his way back to the cold embrace of the Antarctic. 

Days turned into nights, and Percy continued his journey. He often slept in the shelter of giant ferns, huddled and shivering in the warmth of the tropical nights. His only companions were the stars that glistened through the forest canopy. 

One day, as Percy was waddling along a narrow path, he heard a soft, melodious voice coming from above. Looking up, he saw a toucan perched on a branch, its vibrant plumage and large, colorful bill making it look like a creature from a dream. "Hello there, " the toucan called, "What brings you to our forest, little one?" Percy explained his plight, telling the

toucan about his journey and his desperate need to return home.

[image: image]

The toucan, whose name was Toco, listened sympathetically. "I can help you, " Toco said, "But it won't be easy. 
To find your way home, we must journey deep into the heart of the forest and seek the guidance of the ancient tree. " 
Together, they set out on their journey. Percy and Toco faced many challenges – rivers to cross, steep hills to climb, and the ever-present heat. 
Percy's spirit was buoyed by his new friend, and he found the strength to continue. 
Finally, after what felt like an eternity, they arrived at the heart of the forest, a place where the trees were ancient giants, their roots reaching deep into the earth. In the center of this sacred grove stood the legendary "Tree of Knowing. " As they approached the massive tree, its bark appeared to ripple with knowledge.  
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The tree spoke in a voice like the rustling of leaves in the wind, "What do you seek, travelers?" Percy explained his plight, his journey, and his desire to return to the Antarctic. The Tree of Knowing listened and then spoke, "I can help you, little penguin, but there is a price. 
In exchange for guidance, I ask that you share your stories with the world. Let them know of your journey and the wonders you have witnessed in this forest. " Percy agreed without hesitation. The tree provided them with directions, and with Toco's help, they made their way back through the
forest, retracing their steps.  

Finally, after many days and nights, Percy and Toco reached the edge of the forest. Beyond it lay the icy expanse of the Antarctic. Percy felt a mixture of relief and sadness. He had grown to love the colorful forest and the warm-hearted creatures he had met. 

[image: image]With a heavy heart, he bid farewell to  Toco and the forest and waddled back to
his home, the Antarctic. There, he shared 
his incredible journey and the stories
of the forest with his fellow penguins. 

Percy's tales became legendary, passed down through generations of penguins. And as they listened, they couldn't help but dream of the lush, hot forest and the brave penguin who found his way home.

In the end, Percy had found more than his way back to the Antarctic. He had found friendship, adventure, and a deep appreciation for the beauty of the world beyond the ice. 
THE END
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THE ELEPHANT THAT BARKED [image: image]
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In the heart of the African savanna, there lived a most peculiar elephant named Elara. Unlike her fellow elephants who trumpeted and rumbled, Elara barked. Her bark was loud and unmistakable, echoing through the plains and leaving all who heard it in a state of bewilderment. 

Elara's unusual behavior began when she was just a calf. Her mother, a wise and gentle elephant named Amara, noticed it first. Instead of the expected trumpeting, Elara emitted a series of sharp, canine-like barks. 

At first, the other elephants paid no mind, thinking it was just a phase, but as Elara grew, so did her peculiar habit. The other elephants couldn't understand why Elara was different. 

[image: image]

They were a close-knit 
community, and her bark 
seemed like an alien 
intrusion into their 
harmonious world. 

––––––––
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THEY WOULD EXCHANGE confused glances whenever she let out one of her odd calls. Elara, on the other hand, couldn't comprehend what was so strange about her. She simply thought it was natural. She had grown up believing she was a peculiar, one-of-a-kind elephant, but it didn't bother her in the slightest. In fact, she took pride in her distinctive bark. 

One day, as Elara was enjoying the shade of a massive baobab tree, she overheard a conversation between a group of animals passing by. A wise old owl named Oliver explained to his friends, Elara the elephant is a very special creature. [image: image]She has a bark that is as unique as she is. It's a reminder that being different is not a weakness but a gift. " Elara felt a warm rush of gratitude upon hearing this. She had never realized that her uniqueness could be seen as a gift. With newfound confidence, she decided to embrace her bark and use it to bring something wonderful to the savanna. 

One sunny morning, Elara's chance to shine came. A young antelope named Amani had gone missing, and the animals of the savanna were in a panic. The elephants, with their large size and keen senses, were asked to help find Amani, but her family was distraught.
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Elara stepped forward, her chest 
swelling with determination.  
––––––––
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SHE LET OUT A SERIES of loud, echoing barks, her unique call reaching far and wide. The animals of the savanna gathered, drawn by the sound, and Elara explained the situation. 

She asked them all to spread out and search for Amani. The animals were initially skeptical, but when they saw Elara's determination and the sheer volume of her bark, they decided to give it a try. 

Her bark resonated through the savanna like a beacon, guiding the search. The day turned into night, and the search for Amani seemed fruitless. The animals grew tired, and their spirits waned. Elara, however, remained resolute. She continued to bark tirelessly, not letting exhaustion or doubt deter her.

[image: image]

FINALLY, AS THE FIRST rays of dawn broke over the horizon, Elara's sharp ears caught a faint cry for help. She followed the sound, and there, trapped in a thicket, was Amani. Elara rushed to her side and with her massive strength, carefully extricated the young antelope. Amani's family was overjoyed, and the animals of the savanna erupted in cheers. 

They realized the power of Elara's unique bark, a gift that had brought Amani back to safety. The entire savanna was filled with gratitude, and they now saw Elara not as a strange elephant but as a hero. 

From that day on, Elara's bark became a symbol of hope and unity in the savanna. She used her gift to help animals in need, whether it was warning of approaching predators or guiding lost travelers back to their families. 

Her bark, once seen as an oddity, became a source of comfort and reassurance. 

Elara's story spread far and wide, inspiring animals across the African savanna. She had taught them that being different was not something to hide but something to embrace, and that everyone had a unique gift to offer. 

As the years passed, Elara's bark became a beloved sound in the savanna, a reminder that even the most peculiar qualities could be a source of strength and beauty. 

And so, in the heart of the African savanna, the elephant who barked was celebrated, not for her differences, but for the incredible gift she had shared with the world. THE END 
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